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to conceal this. lie lias been at greater illen frouî sill aîîd to declare tili gracionls

pains to colleet and preserve ail the avail- purpilse to iniakinfi, Ile selets ont of ail

able informa2tioni, titan to piece it togetlier nlationis, a particullir peuple, viz., Israel.

intooune flueutauid sîiîoOf i.flowiiig îîairr.iti',e. Tiiere lies

He allows you ta see rte joinings. le dg,es TuE. KEcy 'ro ENESmis.

nit fuse the original @tories and rnil tlieîi Tlee t lîglîts divide tlîe booîk. The'

ont again iii contiînons Ftreaili îîîto ani nt e evejiýgg elîaptî'rs show us a wi'rld lyiug

tirely niew mioiild, but boits thein tugetiier, i sin. Thl -estof tlîcboak, beginning witli

for thie iuost part solid and intact as lie fiads cliaptcr 1ý'2,ý shows uis how God selectd,

then. îlrained. and digleipliued, otten sternly

It is to this cireuimptance we oWe the eungli, tI e fathers of the Ilebrew nation,-

singular siiiiplicity anid everlastiiig beanty of bainIae aebadJspitîi

the Book of Generis. The grace and vivid- l. ton wbiCh in thei fnlness of tlîe tiiiie, was

neigs of tlieile stories that we ilever weary' oftgiesChi.

readiîig, and iii wlîirl caedi character stands Tl o piu chape rcîind us la a

with a clearness anîd iiidividualitv wlîiel was tu.en1rowio eilser eiuîî,id gie hatmard

the iiîost brihlialit writer of fiction lias neyer lîigliest. Yet ]lis lîistory is frontî the hegin-

been saie to rival -thîls fascinatio'n of thei niug a tragedy-the trageîly of false eluolci.

narrative, is due to the cirCuiîîMaiii'ce tlîat And huw rapid anîd pathietic lus detelint

these stories wvre nionlded by oral tradiltion on lie goes froîn liad to wuriîe. The dis-

and were liaîîded down trorm rire to soni o'nedience of chapter tlîree bccuîies tielnmur-

told and retold for centuries, before th gk1r of chaupter fouir, whîieh ends in a cruel

were ever set down in writing.*" song of revenge. A Ilîrid liglit îulays about

- il e aiicieîiit woîild tliat passes auriuss tlîose
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-~iheiesýt1ie7 o1 rf t i,s love. anberit nu longer :aud Hle sends Ilis

lssk id te (>d Tesaîliet, trne flood tu) exediite Ilis riglieus vill.
The first Fix Imgso rt )d e' ollet it tîîruugl thle m-ratl gleains giteis'

6(.Iemistg)johu, tel rte erly itgry o th Illllle is graciOuly pleased ta) gil c the

peuple ta whouî Cod. chouse ta deladrth lat wurld a tresilh start lu Nualu. îlt its neis

love. caeris like tleold. Meciiclerislî soariîg ain-

Tlie message hall ta colite tkorogli . -i li tins aîdstie atlwrtfd' îru

seuger. At first tlîat îi.sî'cnger wa4 Istrael, hit is andiîstrv tlîathw~iiî ackgrnn tliat

and Israel hall ta lie speoially preparedl and tsria.lutlg lon bkgondht

equipped for thc task (4G' d tetcî d le ever winsuhiie patriarehl figures aire set.

hall otthea t 'rIm"Te world îieeds reldniîption suireiy ciiongli.
The stoiry of thîuse early days of prepanui- i sUdsntr irdcn u tj.I

tion and disciplinîe is opùîed. b . tlîe book ouf wyt hoemn-i ie gnso spr

Genesis. wvt los îeîa u glt flspr

Now tlîis large purpose ut Oi'dI lias îîever pose. . So, witlî tlîis deep enîd iii view, chap-

to be forgotten when we are readiîig the ter 12 iiitrodndis lis ta>

impIe, familiar stories of tue Parlv bouoks of Tim Ciul. uniii iii %Ni.

the Bible. They are mure tîaîî iîîterelgting For 1111a11V rauî,Wlîi(l eaîiîiit lien be

tales: thîey are ralliant with soutiethnîîglt of set forth, it was espc-cially fittiîîg thiat tic

God. It is forrus tusec tlatt ?.onglit, and to luong disciplinie ta wliich God was guing tai

ose belîinil thie prugress oif the- narrative, subject, the peuple He liad cliosen slioulî

from story ta story, lîow the divine. purpuse take place in Canaan. Sa H1e prit it into

ls marching oui, and God is slîapîîîg men and Abraham's lîcart ta leave lue castern borne,

events ta fulfil Mis will. and Abrahamobeyed tlievoice. Nowthere,


