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TEACHING A HYMN

A TALK WITH PRIMARY TRAC1HERS

Children love ta aing, 1)ecause it iN part of

their being ta do ici. Godi, %hoa made such
perfect harmcny in nature, did Pot neglect it ini

lits greatest crration-inankind : and the glail-

cele ai hcart burits forth aimust a% frily aq

feMM the sangsters ai the trees. It is on this

sceount that ainging hoids the prominent place
it dacs (or shauld) in the training ai the yaung.

Tbat which is comprehlended in rythin is
trmxembered long aftcr ather words are fargauten,
and if set ta music will be sung aver and aver at

borne when the teacher bas dropped it out of the
cîau lust, because (she thinks) we have sung il sa

long and are tired ai it. Therefure it behooves
us ta be car ul in our selection. Children at

tbeir nro5im >,M"ressionabie age shouid have pre-
sebhted ta thein that which is pure and beau l'fui
and warth. rernembering, and at the saine time

Pains shouid be taken that they shall unuerstand
i<bat they sihg.

A hymn, the wards ai which have been re-
peated uine by line until the children-can say ii

tbrough in a sing-sang manner, is not a carelully
tstught~ hynin, altbough a difficult word here and
there .may have been explained. It is pre"etable
eqen eta ËoLave a few wards beyond their campre-
beuss'on if tbey have c% «ught the spirit, thîn vice-
vera ; for unleas they sin# with the heart there
cabI be neither worship nor truc expression.

A weil-taught bymn wiil be presentcd ta the

ClIi4 in niuch the ame wîy as' We are accus-
toied ta give the lesson ; ad agai"nd again
Who sung, a iew questions wiii be isked, or an
illustration oi this lune ai that verse wiil be giv-
efl until the words arc full ai lite and meitiing,
Wu remain llo. Thus, when the sine ai need

coes, as it surely docs ta every hife, the b> mas

Icarnt in babyhood will be a reai help.
Suppose we choose a hymn and find aut ane

way ini which it may be prcsented ta little chu'-
dren no that ibey shall understand it.

Uet us take "'Around the tbrane of God ini
1leaven » (Hymin 595, Book af Praise). 0

Ilave a blackboard and smre colored chalký
at band. (Miula piper wiil do if you have rnt
a blaebboard, or even a siate or aheet oi foolscap,
il thse clas is sauI enougb for ai ta sec it.)

It in not neceasary ta Le an artiat in order ta
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use the cbalk with bene6it tai the children. Any.>
one can draw an outtine of a country, a square
for a town, a uine for a perscon, etc.

When the attention of the class is yatirs, as it
will be alniust immediately when you stand
quietly before it with yovr chalk in band, begin
,omewhat thus: Little childien, I bave a
wonderful story ta tell yau ta-day, of something
which happencd long years ago. 'Right here,
an the blackboard, I will makie a littie bit af
land, (Draw a somewhat egg-shaped outline for
the Isle ai Pa_4as aibout the centre ýaf the board .
A few dashes af green for grass, and a littie
brown drawn with the aide of the cbalk for rocks,
will urake it mare reaiatic ; but uniesa this is
donc rapidly it is better amnitted.)

IlThis is an island with deep water ail round
it. Up here waa a very large country. 1 will
just have ta make a little bit ai it, our, board is
nat large enough ta show it ail. (Make outline
af part af mainlînd across the top rigbt hand cor-
ner.)

IlOne day a boit came saiiing over here fram
the mainland ta the isiand. (Indicate an the
board as you siy the words. If you have a sim-
pic trapezuid cut out ai brown paper it vill help
the understanding, and make mare intercsting.
The plain piece ai paper is ni>uch better tban a
reai tay boit, for it answers the purpose without
autrscting the attentinn frain the thought yau
want ta illustrate)

IlSaine men were in the boat, and when it
tauched the island they put off arc min, and,si-
ing away, leit hum there ssithout any boat ta get
back home. lie had been toid that he was ta
stay there, that they would not have him back at
hanne. Poor man !it was almost like putting
humn in prison, thbis icaving hin alone in a strange
place.

IlI think Vou wiii be very much surprised
when 1 tell you this min was John, the disciple
whom Jesus iovcd so much, and lie who wrote in
the Bible the beautiful lessons we are biving just
now.

"Do you thi'fkJohnhadever heen niughty, that
they put hum away fram hia frienda ? No, it wis
the people wha sent him away who were naugbty.
They did not w;ant ta listen ta the things which
Jesus had told John to teach, Jesus bad gosse
bick ta heaven it thia time, and. thcSugh John
could not sec Him every day as be used ta, he
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