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lroin lus nan bouse t0 the hinotît he bride.

Surb dolaysi are, couttîtîot iti t lie leisucoly Est,

whoie tinte bits ovor been lîcld of 11111e arroulit

Many, like the fonlish virgitîs, instead niftîîsk-

ing ready t0 meet Christ %% lien He shahl cotie,

wa»te the precinus boucs in pleaiure or

wsrrldliness. They all sltoîbered (nodtled)

aavrl epi (feUl fait aileop). TFhis was not

wrong on the part ni the Wise virgins, for thoy

were prepared ; but il wai wrong iti the

fooli.h virgins, who were ot ready for the

deiay. We may lawfullY go on nitb on

work and enjoy our resi, until tito routing ni

the Lord. But, waking or slcopintg, ne

.hould ho ready to inoot l.itn.

Il. The 1Summons, 6-9.
Va. 6, 7. Ai midligN ; wlhm the village

was aaleep. A cry ; f1mb sote watclîer, who

saw the torchof n the bridogroomas conmpany

flaring in the darkneso. His cail, eciîoing up)

the sulent village street, wouid scion amouse the

steepeca. Behoid. tie bridégroom. " I surît

an bouc ai ye think ot the Son ofniaîn

cometh," eh.' 24 :44. Ho 'su ntotit ai a

thiet in tho niglt,' i Thoas. 5 :2. Cornte ye

fonih (liev. V'er.); irotît sooto inti nc bouse

whece they had beon res4ting . 411, arase-

tdrimmed their laistp; putlled up tueur nicks

and lit ihern.
Vs. 8, 9. Gire Mn .nil TFli. ftulisii niait tn

draw Oit the prudenit prepacation ni tue Wise.

Lamps are going out (110v. Ver.); and n titot

a brightly busning atnp thi-y n'ouid tnt ho

welcomed as guots. Not cnoîuih ftr os and

you. This is ot a selfioi repiy. Hiadt ite

aise virgins sbacod their nil, tlie very purpose

ni the procession wouid have boon dilfe:ttet,

and the bridogrooti n souit tnt ots iav receitd

hie joyfi greeting. Gît i, ltcm Ihat s,11.

Possibly tbere is a toci of ilostY liero, liir
the bassaas nould aIl ho sit at tii tino. iif

night. Buy /,,r ypoonîciwr. How îîîany oce

borrowing or trying to borrose f romn tevi

family's copulation, or f romn itoir coititrYts
opportunilie6, or froin theic fcicndsiîip witi

religious people, ai the nilje forgeiting ltai

il ta hopelesa to attempt titis 1In ts ie greol

day of the coîning oi the Lortd tiîy sali haut

to My in despair, " our lamps are going o11t F

III. The Separation, 10-13.
V. 10. WesU asîay ho buy (lier. Ver.)

wich nould require rnucb lime ait rnîdnight.
Thecy that uJre ready. This je the great lesson

(if the paralile. Life is uncectain. We do

flot know wlhen our Lord rnay corne in His

Spirit, and offer us greai privilegen. Trhe

ivitation 10 ,eork wjth Hirn rnai be pre-

seted ; but if we have wa8ted our youth or

our later years ini idieness, or in things that

have muade us unprepared t0 serve Hirn,

what înu4 we lose Especially ie this so ai

dcath. Thon He cornes finaliy, and if ail our

lifetirne we have been ioitering, and are nlot

thoen ready, we cabnot in the lst few moments

(n our death-bed prepare to meet our God.

The dor was ahul. The very sound of the

nords is tragie.
Vs. 11-13. Lord, Lord, open la us. Coin-

par Mati. 7 :21-23. 'rha virgina repre-
sent people who clairned to be, foilowers of

chrcist. But Jesus says such nominal disciple-

îii .really dishonoring to Himn. The unpre-

1 îared 01001 the saine fate as the unbelieving.

They are ftndamentaliy the marnie. .1 knout

you nul; ',Ye are o fionds of Mine," non

sufiicientiy iitterested in Me to have any shace

in My rîtarriage fea8l. Wal ch. This is the

attitude nf the Wise mnan. Readiness means

oiways being on the watch for opportunity

oi service.

Llght froua the East
MîorotuHT CRY-An eyewitnesà describes

the marriage of the commanders& son at a

fortress in tihe Arabian desert as foiiows:

Aititouglt both persons lived in the castie,

ecdi pacty bad 10 ntakie a procession te the

oteres homne as a part of the cerernony. The

feosting, accotnpanled by music and dancing,

beg.an tan days bofoco, a young dromedary

havittg boon killed as a special delicacy and

csory one in tue village given a Portion. Oit

tue alternoon of the wedding day the bridai

*procession etarted out, proceeded by a coin-
r pany of soldiers with a primitive band.

Titete were followed by veiied women, iwo
1by two, uttering at intervals shrili cries.
t Thoen carne the bride, veiled, excepi the eyes,

t swathled in a celiniere shawl and led by a

lady fitnd on each aide. The procession

sloppeid every fow roda and a fresh soidier

each lime danced and performed between

lthe linos ; and aflter an hour or more ail
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