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able in coming together, and in staying to hear
these causes thus multiplied and increased, it
was thought fitter to refer the hgaring of com-
plaints and appeals to Metropolitans, and such
liké~ écclesiastical judges, limited and directed
by canons and imperial laws, then to trouble the
pastors of whole Provinces, nnc} to wrong the
people by the absence of their pastors and
guides.” Such seems to have been the reason-
able, and we may say almost the natural growth
of the early ecclesiastical polity of the (Catholic
Church : to provide for its government, its unity,
and its increased Parishes, Dioceses, Provinces,
Patriarchates, and General Councils, one after
the other, in due succession. ¢ The spirits of
the prophets being bound to be gubject to Ebe
prophets.” In process of time the assumption
by the Bishop of Rome of the character of vice-
gerent of Christ upon earth and his claim to
be the sole universal Bishop, gradually under-
mined the whole system; and, as I said before,
the reformed Catholic Church in England from
its position, at first failed to realize the neces-
sity or the wisdom of its reconstruction, which,
bowever, is DOW urgently demanded by the
complicated, and at present undefined nature
of the relation between the widely extended
and increasing members of its spiritual family,
as the body of Christ. Blackstone, in his cele-
brated « Commentary on the Laws of England,”
mentions that ¢ it hath been an ancient obser-
vation in the Laws of England,' that whenever
a standing rule of law, of which the reason
perhaps could not be remembered or discovered,
hath been wantonly brokgn in upon by statutes
or new resolutions, the wisdom of.the rule hath
in the end appeared from the inconveniences
that have followod the innovations.” And that
has often proved a truth in ecclesiastical, noj
less than in civil polity. And if there has been
any rule of law or system of organization that
once gave power to the church, which has fallen
into abeyance through disuse or misapprehen-
sion of its meaning and application, it will be
our wisdom to try and revive it, adopting it,
as far as we may be able, to present circum-
stances and times, and to such canons and laws,
either Colonial or imperial, to which we owe
obedience. In consequence of the memorials,
Presented to the Queen, respecting the appoint-
ment of a Metropolitan for the Province of
Canada, I received in July, last year, the Patent
which has been read to you. Upon looking it
over, T found that there were some important
Omissions in the Preamble; one of which was
the leaving out every reference to the present
Bishop of Quebec, as having presided over this
diocese before me; and making me the successor
of Bishop Stewart; and also in the description
of the districts contained in the Diocese of Que-
bec. In conmsequence, T did not think it vight to
have it enregistered or published in full without

st communicating with his Grace the Duke of
Newcastle, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for
the Colonies, who was then in Canada, in atten-
dance on the H. R. H. the Prince of Wales. The
Duke desired me to write him an official letter
on the subject, and he would forward it to the
Queen’s Advocate General for his opinion. I
accordingly wrote such a letter: and on the 21st
of January last, I received a communieation from
the Secretary of His Excellency the Governor
General, together with a draft of & new Patent:
Mr, Pennefather wrote to me as follows :—¢* The
Duke of Newcastle has been advised by the
Queen’s Advocate that the errors mentioned in
your letter to him of August 24, 1860, do not
affect the validity of the instrument, but His
Grace has thought it advisible to cause fresh

————dov——

oopy is enclosed, His Grace has given divectj
that this draft s’hall be placed ingyour ha-?g:%‘f
the purposs of being submitted as well to your
Lordship, as to the other Bishops concerned, and
also to any person in whose legal knowledge, and
experience you may have confidence.” "I had
however sometime previous to the receipt of thig
draft of s new Patent, caused 50 much of the
original one to be printed, ss had reference to
my actual appointment 88 Metropolitan, and the
powers intended to be conferred upon it—leaving
out the preamble, where the errors occurred;
and which contained no matter of any great
moment that was peoessary to the understanding
of its mature, 7 gent several copies of this to the
different Bishops; and it Was printed in fall in
the Toronto Heclesiastical Gazelle, in one ot least
of the Daily Newspspers in this city, and I
believe elsewhere, I subsequently visited Tor-
onto, London, and Quebec for the express purpose
of conferring with the Bishops of the several
Dioceses, and any other persons, clergy or laity
that might wigh to be present With us. I found
a strong impression entertained i some quarters,
that the tenor of the Patent was not altogether
in harmony with our Synod Acts. Now asitis
thought necessary to issue & DEW Patent, sent
{ out here for our consideration, and as the Queen’s )
| Advocate, in g m“gingl note to the draft, asks
| “whether any and what additional powers are
| requisite for the proper carrying out the objects
'of the Church Synod Act, and }he intentions of
Her Majesty’s Government in this matter?” It
seems to me thyt we have just the opportunity
Iwe require of geeing matters 80 ad‘;us.ted, that
i hereafter we gy hope to work cordmlly and
jsatisfactorilly together- I thought it my duty
Inot to send home the draft until 1 had brought
! the whole suhject before this general meeting of
{the Canadian Okgreh. 1 wish it to be calmly
land wisely and fally investigated. 1 covet for
1my office no extraordinary nor UDNECESSATy
! power or authority, still less do I wish to contend
{for what may be unsanztioned by the law of the
| Province. [ should myself wish the whole
I matter to be referred to a committee of .the
' Synod, who should be instructed to enquire into
! the boarings of the Synod Acts and the Patents of
the several Bishops, and if there is any inconsis-
teney to report how the powers and office of the
Metropolitan_¢80 be made to harmonize with
them. AndIshould wish them to take o still
higher and wider view of the subject, and see
how too our felﬂ'lfms with the mother Church of
England, and all its branches extending through
every quarter of the world, is to be preserved in
loviug and faithful unity. We have present here
amongst 08 able lawyers, learned divines, and
those who 8re zeéalous for the honour of Christ
and the inoresse of his church,—persona fally
competent t0 do ample justice to so great &
subjeot. It is & subject which must be taken‘ up
gooner or later, and calls for some definite action.
From Canada first went forth the word which led
to our present Diocesan organization, which is
being earried forward through all the Colonies of
England. It would be a noble completion of our
work, if We were, under the gracious guidance
of God and the Holy Spirit, not only to settle
any internal d\ﬂic\.xltl.es and harmonize the action
of our ow Provincial Synod, but also strik e
again for 0ur Reformed Church the key note of
primitive antxflugty, which ghall find an echo in
the farthest limit of the Continent and through-
out the VArious portions of the other H,m;,phﬁ,e
-;p‘r o::‘ln iml‘:‘g aloud before heaven and earth
:n‘:l “evv’:r ‘2:98 many are one body in Chirist,”
I hove ¢ ri . members one of another.”
Passed somewhat on your patienoce,
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