m}oymeht he gives away and despises his right of
b:‘::h But the noext event is a sad and painful one. ~[sanc

o i3 dying, or at least that death is drawing near,
{ee?htll:‘:gt l\;’isc m’an ’)zm wishes to set his house in nrdergbeforo
ane lies. 1 would have most of yon who have got wives and
he 3¢ emember that.  Here was Isaac, an old man who
familics to T A S
Jised many years after this, yot ho makes his will. But he
made his will wrongly.  Under the Divine disposition it was
nght one, hut =0 far as he and Jacob and Rebekah were
:nm‘tl'n\"l it was wrong, and we fee init & w.'\rx]ing to us not
prput off that important duty of life until a time when we
are unable to do 1t rightly, and so make a proper dispasition
"1 the things of this lite which are under our control,  Fsau
1«3 his father’s blessing, and then comes the thght of Jacob,
Een remained at hom narrying amaongst famihies altogether
vt of sympathy with his own, The danghters of Heth were
s pries of mind to Rebekah ; sho was fairly wearied out with
them, 1 suppose they were troublesome to her, as sometimes
Jghters-in-law are troublesome to mothers-in-law ; and if
wo had the testimony of the daughters of Heth we should
Joubtless hear very much the same thing ahout Rebekah.
Bat, still, there they were, nlto.gethe'r out of the way of life,
and Esan was slowly separating himself from his father’s
zates to Mount Seir where the two })rothcrs are reconviled,
and then he turns to Monnt Seir again, and .for ever goes out
into the darkness of obllvion, and we lose sight of him alto-
gether, What became of him we know not ; how he ended
his bie we know not. We sce him strong, stalwart, impul-
sive, everything which we like about a man, and he ocenpies
a large place in our hearts, and thon passes away fromus a
striking and solemn lesson.

In the first place, he was a man of strong physical nature.
He was a hairy man. You all know how common is the
thonght that a very hairy skin is associated with great
hyeical strongth. It was g0 in the case of Sampson with his
abnndance of hair. The energies of his nature expressed
themselves in his love of the chase and athletic pursuits, e
was a man of passion with little sclf-restraint. This is often
associated with great activity of body, and some of the ancient
logends bring that out markedly, showing us strong physical
power linked with very much of passion in men led chieily by
the desires of the flesh and tha lust of the eye. T'o have a
healthy mind in a strong Dody is a high philosophy in life.
Bat though & strong body s much to be esired, it is care-
fally to be guarded against and kept under, or it may very
aften lead to great wrong, asin the case of men like Samson
or David ; because, although when we think of David we
recoll his great culture, his fine sympathetic nature, and his
religiousness, we cannot forget that he had many of the moral
weaknesses that are found in company with strong physical
powers. Esau is hungry; he cannot endure that, and so
parts with his birthright. He goes out into the desert and
meets the daughters of the Hittites, and he cannot overcome
the temptation, but is led astray by them into ties and
entanglements which break up his relaticzs at home. You
sce the emotional nature of the man burst forth when he loses
s birthright., He exclaims —¢¢ Bless me, evea me also, O
my father,” and he lifted up his voice and wept. That cun-
mng hunter weeping like a babe! And we are constantly
seeing that it is not those with the strongest physical natures
who are the men of the greatest moral force. Some of those
who have exerted the highest moral force in this world have
not been physically strong. I do not know (and I cannot
help referring to it again) anything more painful and humilia-
ting than the orgies which are very often associated with the
great efforts of the boatrace-day. You know the night of the
hoatrace is often very disgracefully spent bty men who are
intimately related to those athletic sports. Go out into the
fields and enjoy those sports, but keep them pure ; do not be
tempted into licentiousncss ; do not let those strong bodies of
yours become means wherehy the devil may gain your souls
aud deceive you at last. He will tell you that you have
pl.crgty of physical strength, whilst all the time you arc under-
wining and wasting it. Many socicties which have met for
the purpose of sport have been altogether destroyed becanse
they have disobeyed moral laws, and retribution has come
upon thew, and the whole thing has been spoilt and the mem-
bers themselves ruined.

Again, this man was a man of swift impulse. Heis hungry—
“0b,” says he, ““Iam dying; give me something to eat.”
#I will give you something to eat for your birthright,” is the
reply.  * Very well,” says Esau, “let us have it.” And he
eatisfies his hunger, altogether unmindful of what is to become
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of him, Then, again, ho has been wrongad hy Jacob, and ho
instantly nurses revenge in his heart. ‘1 will wait till my
father dies, and then [ will slay him.”  There was a reckless-
ness aboug the man ; he did not Jook round or pause to thmk ;
he never asked huneelf —Ia this a part of a Divine purpose?
Is there anything aboat which 1 should wait a moment and
cautiously consiler?  No: he only sees he hag been wronged
aud will avenge himseli. There is snmething very affsctu
about these nnpulsive natures,  Wa are constan'ly saying ot
so and so—**"That's another mistako he has made, but he s
so very impulsive.”  AMen are willing to make aflowanes for
people of impulse,  But the man who is cautious, schemin.,
far-sighted, 1 he slips and falls there 18 no forgiveness for hum.
** No, no,"” we suy, *‘ that is not lns manner of doing thingy—
there must be something altogether wrong about m,”  No,
men are often very kind to these peaple of impulse,  Some-
times theso impulsive men gain their ends with startling anid
complete ctfect.  When Alexander the tireat came to untie
the Gordian knot, which haid batlled so many, he simply took
out his sword and cut it -** That,” said he, **is the way [ cut
it.” Bat the best work for the world is not tho work of
impulse. Men who have come in more sober fashion amangst
their fellows and have gone slowly about their work have loft
not perhaps a greater and more splendid name, but have dono
greater and wore splendid work.  Impulse may achieve much,
but after all it i3 not to be compared to that patient, quict,
pladding, far-sceing perseverance which sees its end aad goes
on to it day after day, week after week, and month after
month, till the victory is gained. It is true every man has
his peculiaritics of nature, and yours may be a nature of
impunlse.  Bat you must watch it narrowly and guard it on
every hand, lest your impulse should be your destiuction,

Then, again, he was a man reckless of consequences.  The
present, the immediate, arrests him. e was, ag [ have said,
more like his mother in nature; and yet, strange t» say, his
father loves him whilst his mother bestows her atfection on
Jacob. There is a want of keen perceptive power about men
of Esau’s type ; they do not think of what is tv come ; they
do not seem to see the right and wrong of things, and that 1g
the reason perhaps why we do not judge them very harshly.
In other cases it is a want of moral cultuce. The man has
never traincd himself, and has never calmly sat down before
cach new possibility and asked himself—*¢ What will this lead
to—what will be the outcome of it--what is the moral worth
of it?” Such men may become truly great in a certain sense
—they may become (fideons in some emergency, but after all
there i3 no purpose in their lives : they arc tossed about like
a barque without a helm, and their end will be utter ship-
wreck, and not a gallant entrance into the haven.

And then, lastly, the man does not seem to have any sense
of spiritual things. You koow there are two ways in which
we look at men—as they are natural and as they are spiritual,
There are men for whom we have a very high regard simply
on the natural platform of things; men whom you cannot
help admiring and Joving, and Esan was one of them. There
was very much ahout Esau wltogether nobler in character
than in Jacob; he was a more generous man—a man who
was more forgetful of self; yet you cannot help sceing that
Jacob has a sense of spiritual things, There is something in
bim indeseribable and undefinable -which you do not find in
Esau. I have sometimes known a man with tine physical gifts,
and a warm and generous nature, and yet his whole course
has been dewnwards, till at last it has ended in ruin; and
I have known another man who, put by his side, was not to
be compared with him; he was never at the head of the
school, never made friends iike the others, and was one whom
nobody liked, but strange to say, at last he grows up, and
you find him, by some mysterious process, toned and moulded
and beautitied ard realy to be gathered into the garner of
God. The one man is the Esau going down and the other is
the Jacob going up—a Divine culture in oue and not in the
other, Very frecuently that will explaiu the difference which
you have, no doubt often fcund between religious young
men opd ather voung men. Religious young men in society
are frequently not very popular.  Ah! but you forget whay
they would uave been but for the religion in them., There
are some things about Saul that are magniticent and splendid
in character, and some day I hope to bring the whole life of
that man before you. There was much about David that there
was not about Saul; David was a great deal more bloody
and cruel, more relentless in his purposes, which were some-
times carried to disastrous results; but there was in David
that which there was not in Saul-a Divine spirit purifying



