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much earthly peace or comfort; and therefore
there is a great danger of men's gropig about in
the dark for consolation—luying hold ot anythmg
in that shape that comes within therr 1each, and
oftentimes holding fust what 13 wmeal : and then
again it often happens that when those things
which they had taken up ag certain do not come
to pass, they are more and mote discouraged.—
The aspostle Leging by teling the Thessalo.
nians about the Roman heeesy, which  should
corgupt the professing Churely unud shie should
apostatize, and finally be made deank with the
bloud of the saints.  “I'hie character given heie ol
this suystery of iniquity s very awful, and evident-
Jy applies to the Roman Anuchnst. ‘There are
doubtless many Antichnsts to whuch the des-
cription may have reference; bt that it em-
phatically applics 1o Rome v the firat instance
there cun be no doubl,  Notice what isset before
us in the TGy, 10th, and 12th verseste~— And
with all deceivableness of unnghteousnicss o them
that perish 3 because they recetved not thie ‘ove of
truth, that they unght be saved.  And for this
cause God ghall send then strong delusion, that
they should believe o lie.  That they all nught
be damned who beleved not thie trath, but had
pleasure in unnghteousness.”  This waches us
that God in righteous judgment would allow, and
did allow Satan to put ferth his power to deceive
aad ruin souls.  Notlung 1smoce rearrrkable than
the place in which the abonnnavon that maketls
desolate was to be set up. 1 was nut amonyg the
jdolatrous heathen, nor a.nong the open cneipice
of Chiist, butin the temple of God, in the midst
of the profesiing Chureh itsetf, which teaches us
Jclearly that the judaments of the prefesang Church
are more awfnl than any other, because the xin of
hearing the Gospel without obeying it is grecter
than any other.  The deceit'ulaess of Rome is
senfold worse than any of the ahominations of the
hieathen, and her judgmenta will be more tremien-
dous. Why? ‘l'oshow thiat there is no place
whete God so hatea sin as w 1lis own Church:
# You only have I knowdof ail the nauons of the
carth, therefore will 1 pumzh yoa for your inngin-
dies.”
Ah! yes, beloved, we may be preparing our-
_selves for that—remcmhering that, when judg.
ment does begin at the hovse of God, it will be
dhe most awfut of all.  “Theres no place where
men will be more wadily given over o delusion,
and to the belief of a e, ‘T'here were few
Lhurches more honoured in early days than the
Churcli of Rame; and so now, because it has
Jallen from Christ, it has become a golden cup
in the hand of Satan, by which ¢ waketh
the nations drunk : that cop is gong the rouad
of the nations nmp, 1o the areat amazement of
many of the world’s wise childeen.  Many pro-
fescors wonder at it too, and cannot compre-
hend how men, in the ninetcenth eentury, should
be drinkiog of all the delusions of the dark
ages—they think they can casily, by their own
natural power and intelleet avoid all these deceits,
and that it is & simple thing for nen to judge, by
natural wisdom, tetween trath and error. My
dear fricnds, those who thiuik so will be taught
something else ere very long: nothing will save
aman from heing carried away by the deceivable-
ness of unrighteonsness, but the simple receiving
of the love of the truth ;) and let it be retnembered
that wone but those who have received the truth
in the fove of its most hambling—nost Christ
glorifying — sinuer-nbasivg, Gud-caalting pants,
are in the least secure from being carried away
by the mystery of wiquity, wheh scems threaten-
dag to averflow the whole Jand, and 1o take poz-
session of the temple of Goad It is by the truth
alone that men are saved ; and a heart new cre-
ated in them, to fove, cmbrace and Keep close to
the truth, is the only defence against error of
every kind. 1t is not a arise head, but a sancti-
Sied heart, that will save a man from the most
“awful delusions, amd from the w08t deep and wily
Aeceits that Satan everdevised,  See that ye love

the truth for its own sahe, for the danger of being

carricd nside by error i3 never greater, than in a
place where the work of God has been eatensively
carted on. When the Spiit censes to work
there, hose prople who have not the genume love
ol the tputh, fose ther appetite for the plam preache
g ol it ultoge ther,  ‘They e divea back and
forwar , as the chafl before the wind, and then,
when the hour and power of ditkness a9, and
when tempaton tushies i, they ure quiekly eare
ned away vy Satan’s destees, sud by the bhang
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wonders which he hay receved power to perfonin

an the carth.  The deed’s power has been, 1s
wow, amd will set be so great, and the maneaas
tions of &t an so new and pomerons, that the e
appears 1o be diawing nigh when they wili des
cewe, il 18 were possible the very eleet. Yea, my
brairen, and o prevad aganet shem at all, we
need be of the very eleet.  Men often think they
will be saved by tefongmgg to a particular congres
gauon, assoctation, or chureh, pure, as they ceall
e Al yes!' they cry ont, as Sacan enea witl
them, *The Chuseli® the Church™  Not per-
b the Church of Rome, or ever the Chureh of
England, but stll it contes to the same thing—n
1+ atways the Chureh, just a2 ofcold, « The tem.
ple of she Lowd! the temple of the Lord !t the
wiple of the Lovd are these ™ A, brettiren,
heware ' beware ! No ciass i, pethaps, for this
cause, 0 neat to the sironyg delusion of Satan as
those atmong whom great thags have been done,
and who have passed through glorious tines of
the Lord’s right hand witheut receiving the trath.
Look at the Jews, whom God singled out to be
the uhject of his chicf Messing. A remnant was
fndeed saved, according to the election of grace ;
but, as a nation, 1t wos notso.  hiecause they
hardened theirhearts, God sent them strong delu-
siong, and Paul declares that their ears were dull
of hearing, and their eyes they had elosed, so that
they eonld Dot see Hirm 10 be very (rod, who was
the only begotten of the Father.  ‘I'hat delusion
i3 not broken after eightecn hundred years, except
in a very few cases comparatively,~and shafl the
nishteous Jaldge of all the varth act on a different
prineiple towards nanow?  Ah! He will not, He
dues not, as we have too fearful proof around us,
Brethren, I wirn you.  We see not yet, 1 beheve,
the end ol these things: * God shindl zcnd them
strong delusions that they shall believe a lie”’—
Oh, it is an awful thing 10 be deluded in matters
of eternal consequence, in things of the soul,
where heaven and hell, and life and death are jn
the question ; hut how far more awful when God
Hunself seads the delusion, for then, alas! it
comes with the power of a Divine permission 5 it
conies over the soul without the cpposition of a
check or restraining power of any kind, It is the
work of Satan, as all the works of darkness are ;
it caunot proceed from the Father of Lights, for
in Thmas no darkness at all.  Its cause and one-
gin is far removed from Hun who is the fountain
of life, and yet it is, as it were, an act unopposcd
by 1lim as the God of Providence,
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DEATIU OF DAVID MAITLAND
MAKGILL CRICHTON, ESQ.

Another great and good man has fullen in
Scotland-~the [ate David  Maitkand  Makgill
Crchiton, Beq., the proprictor of Rankicllour, in
Fifeshnre. My, Crichton was descended from the
artands of Lauderdale, which fanuly has pro-
duced many itlustrious names, amongst whom
were the celebrated Earl of Lavderdale, and the
late Sir Frederick Maitland, who was the pater-
nal uncle of the decease?d.  The subject of our
Memair, and whose death we deplore, was pos-
sessed of great sturdiness of mtelleet, of extensive
crudition, and of high powers of oratory.  But he
was wmore. He was a true Patriot—a thing
rarely to be met with in the present day, and lie
was, besides, a devoted christian Philanthropist.
All Liis talent, his time, and his means were de-
dicated to the promotion of the welfare of man-
Kind, in the highest sense of the term, Long an

Ader of the Church of Scotland, he lnboured
with an assidwty sgeldom cqualled, and with a
perseveranee the wost unfhaching, in promoting
the views expoused by the BEvangelieal pany,
which views e held to be the views entertained
by the foremost of Scoland’s Reformers,  But
we would rather let the Edinburgh Witness
epeak forth s praise, and dehneate his charace
ter.  Noue had a bigher appreciation of the
excellencies of Mr. Cnchton, then the talented
Lilizor of that Jouenal, and these are heamifully
pourteayed an bes paper of 19 July, We give
below n few eatrne.s o

* Mr. Makaall Crichton, hke so many of his
w,was o man of o emgularly vigorous
and e soon became, in the work of
Chureh Iatension, one  of the most effictive
condtors of Chaltier2,  ‘I'he sagacious leader
of wvangensm m o the Scottish Church eoon
fearned to appreaiate his charucter, and greatly
o love the man, . We question whether for any
of his associnies, eather at this time or during the
afier struggle, he possessed a more genial regard
than Jor the Inird of Rankeillour,—his beau ideal
of a Scottish Presbyterian gentfeman of the
sevenscenth century, i almost the last con-
versation with which we were honoured by 1his
greatest of modern Scotchimen, he referred affec-
tanately to Mr. Makaill Crichton, &, 8 man of
great singleness of aim and a fine chivalric spirit.
Aud very lughly, in turn, wus Chalmers appre-
ciate by Me. Crichton ; it would seem, 2sif by
a sort of free masonary, they so thoroughly une
derstood one asother, that not a shade of misune
deratanding could pass over their intercourse,
which continued as long as Chalmers lived ; and
after his death, the survivor ever continved to
cherish the profoundest reverence for his memory,
and to trensure up cvery remembered fragment
of Ins wisdom, as part of the patrimony of the
Free Church.  On the commencement of the
Church  struggle, Mr, Crichiton unhesitatingly
chose his side, and did what might be well
deemed an impossibility in the case of any other
man,—redoubled fus efforis.  Few of our readers
can have any adequate 1dea of the wearing-out
character and extent of his labours at this time.
1le was kanown in die Ecclesiatical Courts asa
vigorous and formidable debater; but the busi-
ness of the Church as conducted in her courts,
cventful and pregnant with consequences as that
was, bore a character of but sccondsry impor-
tance at this special stage of the contest ;—the
primarily important work of the period was the
awakening and rousing of the country ; and we
do not hesitate to say that in this work no one
accomplished so much as Makgill Crichton.
1ie position as onc of the privileged classes,; —hie
standing as a layman,—his traneparent straight-
forwardness ot purpose,—and the manly and rous-
ing style of his cloquence,—constituted elements
of power which were combined in no other in-
dividualon the side of the church. And never
was there aman who less spared himself, For
month afier month, and year after year, the
mutes which he travelled en his important busi-
ness so indispensable in the struggle, were to be
reckencd by thou-ands, and thie tnectings which

"he held by hundreds; 1ill at length there were

few parishes in Scotland in which lis rousing
voice had not been heard.  We remember con-
versing. several months ere the Witness had
comme aced its career, with the late Mr. Stewart
of Cromarty, on the general indifference manifes~
ted by the people at that time to what was so
essentinlly their own cavse. *“Iam afraid,” he
replied + the people do not quite compreliend our
ecclesiastical mode of stating the guestion ; but I
am mformed we have at least one man whom
they understand thoronghly,~the noble-hearted
laird of Rankeillour. When he addresses them,
cven the very hinde of the rural parishes soon
begin to hieat the floor with their feer.”

“The laird of Rankciilour had a noble and
tender heart; and well was the fact known in
his neighbourhood by the poor cotters who now



