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the Home Mirsion fivld, each Preshytery appoint | togethes, the result is little morethan would liave l ed an opinion. ‘I'his is not aseerted at random.

& deputation conisting of say nut leas than two
ninisters atud a larger number of wtelhgent fay-
men, converrant with the management of congre-
gational afluite, whose bariness shoull be 1o vimt
each congregation and preacung siation, at the
scason of the year most convement for the peaple
10 meet-<to enquire into the nature, extent and
working of the organizations fuund tu exist—to
collect information hiat mught be of senvice to

other congregations—-to suggest uuprovements

where the syatent is defective, and especially 1o

aid in arrangig the necessary machunery mn places .

where it is wantng. It will produce a good etfect
in directing attention 1o a matter, which althongh
it * may be uttely worthless as a substitute, may
be of the uttermost worth and unportance ag a
help to the Wfe of God n the souls of men—de-
siving in fact its principal, if not all its value from
jts subserviency to this high and noble end.”
With sespect to the scttled charges which have
no congregatonal machesy, and are conse-
quently low in funds, it were pethaps ungenerous

and unfair to say that the Minister was to blame; !
and yetthere 18 a backwarduess, or rather a feel |

ing of restraint, in declaring the whole counsel of

God in reference to the duty of liberality in sup-
porting ordinances. Ministers feel a delicacy m |

speaking on the sulyect, lest unwosthy motives
should Le itnputed to themn, or it may be “ lesthe
expense of a scll-sustained Church should deter
the people from adliering to it.”  Dr. Chalmers,
from whoee** Earacst Appeal to the Free Church
of Seotland, on the subject of its Economics,” we
copy the last abjection, says,

» This is very like the invention of encmics ;
and, at ail events, the apprehension which they

aould fain ascribe 10 our respected friends and .

fellow-labourcers is onc which we do not shate in
—nay, cven though we did, we should uttesly re-
-dose it as an clement of slightest infleence vpon
the question. We have no wish that our Church
should be otherwise expanded than by the acces-
sion 10 it of pure and welisprincipled membiers,
AWe have no ambition for mcre numbers; and
should regard it asa dizgusting spectacle 10 sce
thousands and tens of thousands congregated at
sacraments, who wcre persisting i the aculect
of & plain duty, and not only inflicting a disability
on the general cause of aur great Home Mission,

by taking as much to themselves and giving as )

{ittle to others as possible, but even doing nathing
1o alleviate the penury and pavation of thesr own
immediate ministers.  T'o talk of = peopie’s thirst
for ordinanccs,in conjunction with such anapathy
or sordidness as this, is to palm on the face of the
wotld & most hidcaus and revalting cambination,
Bat we again repeat our conviction that the peopic
are nct in fault ; and if hitherto any of them have
been living in thic neglect of a phain Jaty, it is

because they have not Ueen plainly teld of it :

Were their cyes once opened to the state of e
case, they wenld no longer remau an incubus or
dead weight upon R cause in which their affections
are so thoroughly engaged.”

The contributiuns to the schiemes of the Church
have not been generally and systematically token
up. Where they have been attended to, the
1e0%t has beea sativfactory, without imposing an
unreascnable tax upoa any. Were all the col
Jections phserved at their proper tinie, one would
not intetfere 2o the prejudice of another. There
are caves in which several collections have heen

omitted. When an cffoit is made for them all | shere was mot a verse en wekich be had not form- | the darkest texis ** profitable.”

~heen realzed for caclian us proper course.

¢ Wl proper congregational officers to attend
to the seenluritics such cases would not accur.

" Ihe affurs of indivdual congregations would be

free from the cmbarrassment which s so adverse -

" 10 therr prospenty, and the Church at kuge would
have the means of engagmg walt vigour s that
work wineh, by the Divane blesang sebeleve she
13 destined to achieve,
[
7 PREPARATION FOR ‘I'HE WORK OF
. THE GOSPEL MINISTRY.

! In lately looking into the wmemoir of Dr. Pay-

son, we were very wuch impressed by the follow.

receiving license as a preacher.  Having resigaed
! the chatze of the Academy at Ponland, which
* he had held for about three years,—he tetired to

his father's hiouse and gave himself with charac-

——
tetiztic devoteduess, duning the above mentioned

i
petiod, to special prepazation for the work of the
It ought to be remembered, that be-
sides the ‘Theological attainmemshe made duoring
his resideace at Portland, e hiad enjoyed a regu-
! lar course of University education in Harvard
College, in every department of which hic distin-
guished himself,  Our vouthful candidates for the
ministey moy profitably ponder the following
passages —

¢« *I'his period of his history is memorable, and
highly instruciive to the student of theology.—
Hlaving, after much deliberation and prayer, cho-
sen the ministry of reconciliation as the business
ol his future life, he gave hunself up to the work
of preparation with i exclusiveness and ardour
peshaps never exceeded.  From every study and
¢ pursuit, whatever its channs and atractions,
whiclhi was not dirccily subsidiary to his grand
design, e resolutely divorced hunselfemat teast ull
he had acquired the art—analagous to the suppo-
sed propesties of the philosopher’s stotte— of
turning oil 1o gold.?
trated and directed all his powers to the acquisi-

ministry.
i
t
i

ton of ser:piural kaowledge and the cultivation

of Christian and inistenal graces 1n abedicnce
tothe apostelical precept, ¢ give thysclf wholly
t 1o them.! A decision onve formed, was with him

{ usually finul; and in cxecuting his purpose, '

¢ whatever Ius hand had found 0 do, he did it
; with his might!  “These, lis permanent charac-

tegistics, were cminently conspicuous at thus pee
tiod, while leaming to

¢+ Negatiste between God and man
As God’s amhassador, the geaud concerns

v Of judgment and of mesey.
+ With the mnst exalted views of the holy office,

to winch hic was lovhing forward, and of the gual-
. ifcations requivite to ite comperent and successful
exceution, he sought them with a proportionate
! 2cal, devoting hitmself 10 the study of ghie sacred

; pages, if man cver did, * witk: all the heart and §

soul and steength and miad?
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 Most men, however ditcordant their principles,
- profcss to have derived them from the Scriptures;
o ba, with Mr. P, this was something more than
pretence.  The ible was with him the subject
; ©f close, eritical, persevering, and, for a time, -
most esclusive atteation, his reading being pr...
¢ cipally confincd to such writings as would assist
}in its clucidation, and unfold its literal meaning.
| In this manner ke studied the whole of the In-
spired Volume, fram beginning to end, %o that

ing passages. They refee 10 the period of nine
"or ten mouths which immediately preceded his

He seems 10 have concen- *

It is but a few years since, that, in converation
with a candidate for the ministry, e earnestly ree
cotumended very panicular and daily avention to
. the stady of the Seaprures, and enforced his coun-
sel by lus own expenence of the advantages
which would accrue from the praciice.  Ie ob-
served, that before he commenced preaching, he
made it his geeat objeet to know what the Bible
taught on every subject, and, with this purpose,ir
1 vestigated evesy sentence mn so famas 10 be ab.e
. ‘1o give an answer to every man who should ask
u renson for it.'® .

'+ In this way he acquired his unparalleled read-
, iness 10 mect every question, on every occarion,
whether proposed by a caviller or a conscientious
inquirer, which, it is well known, hic usually did
in 2 munner a8 satisfuctory a3 it was ofien unex-
pected.  “The advantages lience derived, were, in
1 s view, beyond all computation. o It secured for
hint the unhimted confidence of people in the
common walks of kfe, as * a man mighty in the
Scriptures’ It gave him great intluence with
Christians of other denominations. It enabled
tim 1o confonnd and silence gainsayers, when
. they could not be convinced, as well as to build up
, the cleet of God on thetr most holy fath. It fur-
' nished him, too, with ten thousand forms of illus-
i tration, or mades of conveying to ordinary ninds,
1 the less obvious truths with whichhe was conver-
, sant in the exercize of lus nunistry.  He believed
. * all Scripture 10 be given Yy inspiration of God,
" and profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for earrcc-
y tion, and for instruction in rightcousncss ;* and he
, was hunself a most striking exemplification of its
, campeteney to reader ¢ the man of God perfect,
, thoroughly fueished unto cvery good work.' "
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CHURCH FINANCE.
To the Editor of the Record.

i
1

[

Deanr Sip—
For several months past T have beenlook-
; ing for some reference to the financial intereats
, and arrangements of our Church in your columns.
I was given to understand, some ume ago, and I
can honvestly assure you the infunmation gladden-
ed my very heart, that a decided movemnent in
* this matter had been made by influential parties
+ myour city,—and these parties not ministers, bat
. leading membess of the Chiurch there.  Itiswath
such partics that any new movement ought to
" ariginate.  You will confer a favour on many of
your rcaders, as well as on mie, if you will tell us
what, if anytlung, is doing in the matter, Is
there any wcasure i preparation for the mecung
of Synod, in regard to our Church finances, and
especially the susteniation of the minisiry 73—
Surcly the intelligent and influcntial men con-
nected with our Church in the larger cities and
towns do not know the difficulties experienced in
the conntry congregations, in making a regalar
and adequate provision for their ministers, other-
wise they would 10t be so slow in taking up this

[

, ® Irisnot hiere alledged that Dr. Payson com-

peeheaded all dhiat is contained in the Scriptures,
i much tess that e arrogated 10 himself suchknow-
{ ledize 5 for, though *ihe word of Christ dwelt
nchiy™ 1 hum, he doubtless conunued to *in-
creasc in the knowledge of God™ by every peru-
sal of it, how often socves repeated, till the last,
and even then aw as through a glass, datkly,
compared with the visions of heaven. Some
truths cannot e fully comprchended, and may
have various relations which never will be known
on earth. Many things respecting uafulfilled
predictions can Le known by no man till after
their accomplishment. But he had made every
pasage a distinct ohject of aucntion, and if,
* hard to be understood,” he could 2tate tothe in-
quirer the causcs of the obscurity, and in the very
fact find 2 powerful motive 10 humility, diligeace,
and prayer for divinc ijlamination, thus cring




