19

e i e it S

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD,

fowcever, at present, o much concerr my-elf with
the fuestion, -whether ruch, edueation should be
provided within the walls of a denonunatiouil col-
fege as-with the quedion, whether it is indise
petizable that-1t zhonid be provided at. all; and
Faw rare of the .concugrence of-ad many as are
sequamted with the «tate ofopunons on thi snbect,

both in Europe and America, m ~aymng, that n )

derper senve beging to prevailcof the suportance
of a comnprehencive system of mentat d -etphie for
students of divimty  Thie Tetuee boch s Lmay
bespeak from all our friends a caadid appre crtion
of any contemplated enlargement of oar educas
tioual scheme, and that "1 may-cr el stwlivu
youth patiently aad vladiy to conforra themielves
10 thesc coaditions of thea honousabie undertaking
ead design. e not e0 much in histe o he pre-
pared, 34 to he weli prepaed, for the wark which
ia before 'you., Do rot-undervalue any of the
branches of léarning to wiuch your attention may.
be required , nor 5o 1ato the error of attuching
yoursclves wih enthusiann to sotne ‘ac study,
because it may happen tognmucide with vour nawe
ral turn of nuad. of g whfy yets peeuliar tave,
dodicating to 3t all your v was-and encrgicgg
while you-content’yourselves with a nommal at-’
tendance an other classes 1n the preseribed couise,
and with a pafunctory cxeention of heir alioed
tasks.  That sagucous and profoand

Loche.1a his suggges

ubna for the right conduct of

the under~tanding, has remacked : = men are ¢ tionalism - and i s we

for 3 long time accustomed only 10 one sort ar
method of- thoughts, their-minds grow <iff m it
aud do not so readily tmn to another. I, theivs
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bearver, | evidence of our fash, and tothe expos
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fore, to give them this fieedom that they = hould be |

marle fook mto all sortx of knowledae, and exer-
cisc their understandingd in_a wilde variety and
stock of autyeste.  The fnight into-tho e even
less connected with one’s proper business, i e
vaniag ous, 13 accustoming the mind to allrorts of
ideas, and to the proper way of ‘examining theic-
habitudes aad selations. Thiz gives the mand.a
frecdom, teaches it a sasacity and ea<dness, and a
supplencss to apply itecif mote clozely and’ dex-
teroualy to the bents and tarus of a matter in all
its reacarches” I even, for the sake of mental
discipling, he thus recommends a wide acquaini-
ancs with the cirele’ of knowledge, especaliy is
this accesrary- for the theologcal student. It is
difficalt 1o make distinetion -a3 1o the:r value, or
bearing on his uitimate ohjecct, between the claime
of meatal’ philosophy or physical ; berween logie
or thetoric ; between mathematics, glo:ying in the
exactness of 1ta demonatrations, and natural and
eivil history, with il the valuable data which they
-eupply for the deductions of Mozl and probable
reasoning. Each'of these contributes in x valua-
le degrec to the invigorating of the wiad, or the
-providing materials of thought, or ‘enabling us to
communicate knowledg: to others, with the best
.effect. 'Any of. them is undermated, if neglecied
ogether. nonc of them may be held 1o 25 super-
seding any of the rest. .
It is my hope that our hours of tectares and re-
ehations may be so-arranged that you may he
shle to profit by them, without being overioaded

with 3 mubiplicity of engagements, or deprived
of the medgl leisure for thought »an;pmuly

in_the interval of class hours. 1 am strongly
convinced that_any colid acquisitions in_lcarn-
ing murt be the effcct of repore, retirement and
akence :—that- 1o be in a-perpetual busle, hax-
tening “from the prelections-of one teacher, .10,
the prelections of another, and having the mind
. distracted with a’ vast: diversity.of objects av
the eame time, is unfavoursble w profisieacy.
Though varions knowiedge—yea, all knowledge
==o0 far a3 attainabic, is to ba aimed at, yet cur
sdvances are 10 be made leisurely and deliberately -
*Qsd saleant Rumeri, guil ferre recusent,”
maxt Be the measute of avery one's undertaking.
Te io necasrary that there be rime tovea, so well
setathisk. Someimportataiditione, you willbe
a2l 1o know, kava deen made to the Liveary.
Borwee recent parchameand gifte, showt #ve ua-
rdoed valumes Bave toez sdded o cur ocluctica.

Ainong these are works in various deparin
profanc and sasted litepanire i—portions, for cx-
utaple, of the wiitings of the eardy Fathens, and
producions of the Ewopean Reformers and “The.
ologiany of the 1Hh and 1 cemtunes. "These,

with some valuable additions n the depar mentof

Bibhieat Criviesm und Otiental Lite wime, wal
«upply grantication to the industricus rtudent, and
will provohe an honourable ambiion o converse
with the gzeat minds of 8 more aneien’inswell as
of our modern, day. 1 think ithas berngoeatiy to
the dicadvantage of the pulpit, that the writers on
dogmaue theology, helonging -to what may be
termed the Augustan age of Bratish and Eurepean
learming, hate not been more studivd of laee years,
If the Lain langeage, in. which many of these
great minds have en<hrined their thonghts, be an
obstacle to familiar converse with them, that only
‘demonstrates that's defect exicts in another de.
purtmznt, which we-rhould be-moie- anxious to
repar, than willing 1o perpeteate.  “This need not
hinder our hestowing a proportion of aur atention
on the 1ccent contributions Wwhich German, sill
more than Butielt, 0 Amue acan, Theologians, have
made 1w the department of hermencuties. Though
.1 think the wiitings of their enties and plulologists
have beea overpraised § yet they have brousht
some valiuble neesssions to the illavtration of the
ition of the
sacred hooke. in opposition to the, ueeaults of ra:
1t that we shoild keep up
some  nequainiance with the - Olhausens; - the

Hengatenbe:ge, the Hagehbachs, and otheis, who.
have awisted 10 stema the torrent of. a wild and’

heentivus critici:m, as well'as philosophy, which
‘threatened 10 1ap the foundations of ‘Chrictianity,
and cven overiura the first principles of all truth.

-But I am not dicposed to admit that a minute

attention o »xegetical theelogy, or the niecties cf

philological esiticiim, is 1nore important: than an

enlarged and comiprehiensive acquaintance with’

divine tiuth in its great outlines; and iniemal rela.
tions and harmonics. No one, of course, who
values the Bible, will regard:as unimportant the
science which concerns itself, with the ascertaining
the text ‘of Scripnue, and determining ite just
meaning. ~ So far criticism is indispen-able. We
must recur to it in every question of polemies. It
is common sen:c to affirm that if the Seripturcs
are on every point to be the rule of fauh, we muet
know what the Scriptuze really_says.  But there
‘is, we think, & danger of magnifying hermencuti-
¢al science to the depreciation of theolegical sy«
1eme—of attaching by fur too much impoitance to
the aseaults of modern intidelity, or neolegy, and
lenting ourscives down fiom the tone «f confidence
with which we 2zc entitled to tpeak of loug-estab-
lithed truths ; as if the whole of Chrictianity wete
vet & question, and the very :afety of the citadel
were coinpromited by some small affuir of a va-

rious reading, or tome conjeetural emcadation of

‘occasional clauses. Let philology have ijts due ;

r that 10°be zound inter-
10 be minute crities in

versions. The principles of a sound

but it is well 10 remcmbe
preters, it is not _encugh
woids and

logic - are erecutial to real hermencutical skill
and accomplithment: the power of tracing the

relation of Scriptural idens, as well a8 words, and
of opposing to the sophistrics of
the harmonics of Divine revelation. It enbancee

in onr opinion, the value of dogmatic theology,

when' we see the Emestis; and Tholucks, and
Rosenmullere, and Heintichs of Germany, com-
promising truth in 20 2erions 2 degree even while op-
posing themselves, with success. to certain devices
of the eommon eaemy: pulling down with the one
hand, while they hujld with the other ; not becanse
their eriticiim s valuelest, but becauee their know-
e e 181 phiorothy of e

n of the i the paiteene
tary way, sfiersil, ished most eflecrively by
the application reosived Pringi-
ples of seoet and resson : and the bastles of Chrie-

isuity and of Prosestantiss ave maialy 10 be fought
grownd

Ia the rancpir by which the
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of faith is defective The | for
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renta of ; of Romanism and Pwﬂu-m. an well as neolegiom

1 may be met and confourded, by the agplication of”
principles long nuo estublished- from the. word of
' God ¢ dependiog less on mivite seanning of occus
slonal phrases, thun on the geent prominent reve.
lations of Christinnity, on facts cognizable by the
" senves, aml deponed to by all history, and on the
| etemnal moratities of the deealogue. ‘Tu this stand.
ard, too, would we bringall the soph'e'ty by which
American or other theolog.ans would justify: Invesy,
! amthat God-defying system which reduces man to
the level of a:brute; incercepts the light' of
Heaven's saving truth from & portion of God's ra:
t tiona) offepring ; and annihilates and dissolves re.
“lationslips which the law of Chiist, and of siature,
_ has tnude inviolate, ‘That ruch a sysieam thould be
| gravely pallisted by men pretending to be-intei.
| pretens of Scripture, were scarcely to be believed,
were it not avowed ; and it is justly that the phi
 lo<ophical Vinet, while reflecting how long un ob-
“vious principle may lie hidden from wise men ; ‘or
1 how elowly, afier generatiois, & tnith seen afters
-+ wards, as in_the Lght of intuition, 10 be undenia.
i ble, may make its way to universal tole.ance or
I acceptance ; has siugled out the amasing scqui-
esxéepee of many ages, and even Christian ascts, in.
! thia in:mm-n. egrading traffic—this abominable
erime ! .
| . {In the latter portion of his diccourrc, the Rer
Doctor enlarged on the value of time—on the con-
nection between & due improvement of academic
opportunities, and prohable success in_mbeequent
life,~ and adver;ccr both to the diffienities and the
enenuragements which 2 Gospel ministry, espe.
. c:ally]in such & country as Canada, has o seckon-
' upon,

.. . | emmrateder————
KNOX'S COLLEGE AND THE TORONTO
ACADEMY.

It cannot fail, we think,.to give pleasure to
every man of a bencvolent inind, to coniemplare
the origin and progressive development of thoee
literary and ecien “ tific imm'm:’. whdncdl_t;: 2 new
country especially, are ealculated to di among
the inhabitants the benefits of an enlightencd and
improved system of education, before which the
clounds of ignorance and superstition are deetined.
eventually to vanish, a« the mists from steaming
take or leafy forest before the light of the moming
san. I this is really the case, it munt afford 2
subject of pure and lasting gratification to the
members and friends of the Presbyterian Chuich of /
Canads, 1o reficet that, amidet sl! the difficulties
'hidrt_hey::vo to ﬂ‘:tmmcr :;i:ﬂleu ina
country juet hegimning the carcer provement,
and subjected '?t'lnc pecuniary burdens which press
on the crergies of their infant gations, by
the necessity of erccting new edi in which
they may areemble to worchip God, o
the simple but sublime ritual of their piows forc-
fathers, they have yet succceded, by dint of their-
own voluntary excrtions, in originating’ and put.

ing into a train of ope:ation, a liwerary.
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visit Toronto latcly, I
ing a three days’




