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dominion of sin, and to constitute theni is
sons and daugliters. IlThere is no coîndem-
nation to tlîem that are in Christ Jesus, wvlo
%valk not after thie flesli but after the Spirit."
"l3Beliold, wnliat nianner of love the Fatiier lias
bestowed on us, tliat we should be called the
sons of Cxod." But "lit dotli not yet appear
what we shial be, " f urtiier thtan that our like-
ness to Christ shaHl be complete in body and
sxîl *when 11e appears. Mucli remains, al
his life, inatter of promibe to the believer. It
lias not pleased God tlhat lie sliould be ex-
cnipted froni suffering wvhile lie is in the
body, or tliat lie slîould have experience of
the redeniption of the body tili Christ re-
appears. And tlue question no'v before us is,
Wlietlier or not the Word of God warrants
the persuasion that God wvill, in any case,
conmmunicate to the believer iii tlue present
life, grace iu sucli kind and mneasure, thiat lie
shiall live cïitirely free froun sin in thouglit,
word ani deed O r is sudh a conrmuiiica-
tion of Divine gaereserved for another
state than the present ? Tiiere cati, as wve
have said, be no question as to is power to
communicate sueh grace ; and its commnuni-
cation is a rnntter of absolute certainty in
the experiênce of every believer--not, indeed,
because God is under any obligation to comn-
miunicate it, but only because Hie lias bound
1-imiself by is own promise, by wvhicbi, as one

bias weli expressed it, Hie niakes Hiimself a
debtor to bis own faithfulness. The only
question is, whcen, according to His WVord,
,does tluis communication of lis grace become
the actual experience of the believer 1 It is
econfessed, as 15, is patent, tliat it is not tlie
-experience of ail believers, in the present
life. Does the Word of God give intimation
-of it being the experience of any ? Wliile
thiere is nothîingY ne'v in the contention that
God, on certain conditions, comimunicates to
the believer in this life sucli grace that, as
one expresses iL, Il sin is taken away from
his inniost spiritual being," and nothing new
ia the assertion by individuals of tlheir having
sncli experience, Chîristians generally liav e
always maintained the contrary. Our own
Churcli, in particular, in ail lier synibolie
books, pronounices very distiiîctly and ei-
phaticaily in opposition to, ail such conten-
tions and assertions, as being contrary to the
Word.of God.

If there is one tihing which the West-
minster Confession of Fith teaches witli
more thian its characteristie clearness and
entphasis it is that Godl doas not iii this life,
wliolly extinguislî dr Iltake away the cor-
ruption of our falien nature,"> but that, on
the contrary, the believer is, ail his hife, in

confliot with sîn dwelling in in, as wvell as
with the cvii surrounding hlm. It affirms
(cliap. vi. 5) that the original corruption of
nature, f romn whicli, iL is said, "1do procced
ail actuai transgression, "doth remain
durinçj this li/e in those thiat are regeneratcd,
and aithoughl iL be througli Christ pardoned
and mortitied, yet both itseif and ail the
motions thereof, are truly and properiy sin."

No one who is acquainted wvithi the Con-
fession can laul to be struck with the fre-
quency ivitii wliich referencc is made to, the
saine trutli. This frequency is indeed, un-
avoidable in relation to a great practicai
principie tliat is pervasive of the Chîristian
system. In the cliapter (ix. 4, 5) on IlFree
\Vill, » we read : IlWhen God converts a
sinner and translates in into the state of
grrade, lie treetli lîin fromnt bis naturai bon-
dage under sin, and by Hfis grace ahone en-
ables ijini freeiy to will and to do that wbich
is spiritually good ; yet so as that, by reason
of lus reîuaining corruption, lie dotli not
peifectly or only wvill thiat which is gooci, but
also will that wvhiich is cvii. The wili of
mnan is made perfectl3/ and immiutably free
to do good alone in the state of glory only.>'
Again, in the chapter on ilSanctification
(x iii. 2, 3), "lThis sanctification is thiroughi-
out the wlioie man, yet impeîfc in this
life; there abidetti stili som-e renants of
corruption in every part; wvlince ariseth a
continuai. and irreconcilable wvar ; thc flesli
Iusting against the spirit and thc spirit
against thc flesh. In wvhich var, aithougli
the remainingy corruption for a timie tnay
mîudl prevail, yet througlh the continuai
supply of strength froin the sanctifying
Spim it of Christ, tIe regenerate part doth
overcome : and so the saints gYrow in grace,
perfectingy lioliness iu the fea- of God.»'
Once more, iri the chapter on "Good
Works " (xvi. 4, 5, 6), wvc read: Tlicy
wlîo in tlieir ohedience attain to the greatcst
heiglit wvhich is possible in this life, are so,
far fromn being able to supererogate,» Ilthat
tlicy fali short of much which in duty they
are bound to do. We cannot, by our lest
wvorks, merit pardon,>' for this, among other
reasons, tInt "las they are good, thîcy pro-
cecd froin thc Spirit of God ; and as they
are wrought by us, thcy are deiled and
mixed -%vith so mnue wveakncss and imper-
fection,tlîat, thcy cann *ot endure thc severity
of God's judgunment Yct notwitlistandingr
tIe persons of believers being accepted
throuýgh Christ, their good works also are
acccpted in Rum; not as tliough thcy 'vere
in Luis life wholly unblamablc and unre-
provable in God's sight; but that Hc, look-
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