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privileges of bis Cbhurch, ean be generally unaccompansed with an
asperity of temper, a pronciicss to doubt the sincerity, to, censure the.
motives, and depreciate the virtues of those whoni thcy are accustomed
to treat ivit1î so much ý-igour.*'" "The direct tendcncy of sucli a prin-
cipie is not merely to annihilate the unity of the Churcli, but te con-
tract the beart to narrow the understanding, and, in the ;nom of,'1 hol-

ding forth the wYord of Iife,' te iuvest every petty spccuiation and to
niniute opiniioni with dicdignity of a fundamiental trutli." The angular
disputes iii the 1>zwicrr about woekly coiimnunion, missionary organi-
zation, &c., & -c., as -ell as his anathieias against other Churches, are
exaniples of the trutli of these rcmiarkls.

'2. 0f the &/ltisiizatic charatter of thac Ptoncers dogma, Robert
Hall observes. Il &Jtisîi, in its primiitive and literai sense, signifie&
the breaking of a substance into two or more parts, and when figura-
tively applîed te a bdy of men, it denotes the division of it jute two
parties and thougli it may be applied to, such a state of contention au
consîsts with the preservation cf external union, it is most eminently
applicable te socicty wliose bond of union is dissolved, and 'where. on.
part rejeets; the other froin its feilowship. If there is any meaning in
ternis, this is &/tisli i its ighrlest seuse." II The advocates of strict
commnunion p.4'ad for visible disitiiont - nor will iL avail them te, reply
that thcy cultivate a fraternal affection towards Christians of other
denoininations. Nvh1ile they inisist on sucb a. -visible separation ns Must
malte it appare nt to the world that thecy are flot one. Internai senti-
mnents of esteern are cognîzable onliy to the Searcher of hearts, exter-
nal i,îdication!i -are ail timt the world lias tojudge by - and se far are
thcy fronm exhlibiting tiiese. that they value theniselves in maintaining
sucli a position towards their fcliow-Chiristians asconfounde them, in a
veryî iniportant point, iwith infidcli and heathens. If a rent or division
in the body is pregnant ivitiî s0 inticb scandai and offence as the. Seri1
turcs represent it, if the spirit of love and concord is the distinguls
ingr badge of the Christian profession, it is surprising it bas neyer c-
curred to tbem, that by insisting on such a separation as was unheard of
in primitive tinues every approacli cf wbiei is denounced in Scripture
as a nîost sericus cvii. thley are acting in direct opposition te, the geni-
us of thc Gospel and tbe solemn iinjutctions of its inspired Teach-er,."

3. The intolerant spirit cf the .Pionecr's dogmia is thus stated by
31r. Hall : I The case of strict commiunion is enot a defensive but au
offensive ineasure ; it is nQt an assertion of Christian liberty by re-
silstitig encroachnxents, it is ifself a violent eneroacbment on the free-
dom of otixers; not an effort to preserve our cwn worsliip pure, but to,
enforce a cotnforàir.y to our vicws, in a point acknowiedged flot tobe
essen iai to saivation.

4. The .Popzs& ausumptim &ofi?!fcdliilzl/, &«, invo1ved the. .IoMe,'


