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e e w i tn dadiew, the tw e fricnds

v ntero o ont, at Madealn s regue st to soe

e ners b hiad date l)’ purclmwd. From

e bt s Jhey Lo stroll throueh the
proontds, Wheu Lot Muleolin told 1 ul-j
Clonlisg Wikt niuld frasse d bhotwo u hunsvlfnm]
Mr. Hureount, and hix discovery of Blanehe's
ve borcam. CAud naw, my dear uwllow,
l compratainte you with all my  heart ; and
it b mnde e ane of the bappiest of men to
ke tant Islancie has bortowed  her affee.
tiens on bt whom | wonld  have  selected
frotn all the world to be her husbh ad.*

¢ Bat, wmy denr Muicolm,'  Beauchamo
Waou bgiminng, wien he wus eat short by bis
i1 nd.

* Not another word, Beauchrmp, 1 know
you and Bluneno thoroughly, and your decp
strong feelings 3 you are both alike.  There-
fore, L insist on your proposing to her, nllow-
g # ltle weope for your rounntie wdeas of
wiving her a fow ment o for e adomtnne 5,
But f at the end 0! tiat o - you o't
ATy per—opot supposing au xlll;-'n-nxllllnx}‘- !
that shi el over elnoge, th usea vor mmy-— i
{ gove you e notice, ofd tenow, at 1wl
o jou ottty aud st you, tou, it 1 cun, for
tre ity dear cousin’s hearvt, That s
v 1 oaull of iy coptativns on e subject,
Wili Beauckamp, rince we ins$ partcd at
Butupton 5 and this s my advice, which, for
both our happminesa, 1 trust and  beheve you
will adopt.  Now let us retorn to the ladies,
o1 ol Huceourt witl tinnk we nre plotung
sowe aselued 5 but had T no other  reason
for wishie you to many her, Blanche Dong:
Ins stindl sever be sold, ke sheep o the
shambles, to the lnghest dder, by that
wortdiy-minded par, under whose roof she
hins the nnsfortune o be iving,  Lucky, n-
deed, st that 1 happened to arnve  just at
tas crtical motent, when  poor Blanche s
Lasppancss nnglt have been wreeked tor ever;
wathnl, shic 1o but o tind einld, and requires
u ateady frivud and strong arm to  protect
hi 1, such as she ought to find 1in Wil Beau.
champ.’

¢« That she shall never want, whilst I live,’
I replied.

* Thank you, Beauchamyp ; you now speak
Iike yoursell, wmaunly and straightforward ;
but no more at  present, walls bave
wirs—and lnurels too,’ 88 they approached
the bouse.

2\ more beterogoneous party never met to-
guvther than that sclocted by the Harcourts
tu grace their dinner-table that evemng. Sir

pran extenr gue sy My Har oart t

sihage), and Lord Vancourt, pereciving s -
tention ta prevent s advnnuces that night, '
pradently gave wry, and congaled  himeelf

apimon he had already mnde rapid progress.

Thoe commeon topie of converaation wae the
annual ball which was to take place at Cher- I
rington on the thirty-first of the month, now
quickly appronching,

¢ [ shall certmnly attend that bali,' suid |
Mrs. Gutdot, who bad now joined Blanche
and Maleohn, * to witness yonr introduction
to the world, wy dear girl ; uud you -vill
find me alwuys ready to ant a8 your chaper-
on, a8 Mie. Harcourt, 1 dare say, will be en.
pag d with her numerous friends.’

¢ I am o happy to hear you will be there,
dcar aunt,’ said Malcolm, Inughiag, * than if
shie were at the Priory ; tor, rest ussurod,
yvour numer s admirers will engage the
noares foee vy daneo,

¢ She shat et danee mor s than she likes,’
rpoct Mo G oedon gt oand, whon fatigued,

Wil find o~ U by my side)

* By oo by, Blanel ) ~aid Maleolm, ¢ 1
et elaim e mial ge f trotting out my
fair cousin on thi o nu-picous ocension, by
danoing tie first d nes with h r, ne in Juty
hound.’

Blanche blushed deeply, and not replying,
her courin said, ¢ Then you dechne wy
handsome offi vy e, Blanclie 2

¢ Mr. Brauchawp asked me the other duy
for the fir-t, but Ishall bo wmost happy to
duuce with you the second.’

|some time, Mrs. Harcourt rose,

Aroaling st Maleoln might ntluenee his
cousin iu favor of Beauchamp, thought the
soonar tho thing could bo settled the better.

The next day, when Maleolm was out

“with Mrs. Harconrts kuei ty, in whose good !shooting, Lord Vancourt, under the pratenco

of inviting him tn a rhooting party at the
castle (which be knew vory well he wonld
not accept), called again at  Throseby, and
found the ladios at homeo ; and aftor sitting
under the
xcuse of having muslaid her handkerchief,
lewving poor Blanclhie alone with her unwel-
come admirer,

Her embarrasemont aud varying eolor
having unpressed his lordshup with the beli«f
of his having inspired her with an interest
in his favor, he began at first speaking of the
ball, to lead hier on, expressing a hope thnt
she would houor him with her hand in the
first dance.

¢ For that I am engaced,’ she replied.

* The second, then, Miss Donglar 2° T
same auswer, at which my Jord bit his lip,
and fire flashed from his dark, piercing eye,
which did not escape Blanche's notice.
¢ May Iplead, then, for the next, Miss
Douzlas 2 in which [ bope for better suc-
cess.’

¢ T do not recollect that I am ensaa-d for
that, and shall be happy to dance with you,
provided it is a quadrille, as I do not waltz.'

¢ I must, of course, submit to your own
terms,’ remarked his lordship ; ¢ and among |
s0 many advocates for your hand, I consider
mysell highly honored by youraccepting me
tor your partner ;' and Lio was proceeding in

* Wdll, dear, girl, that will do equally well, | a strain of flattery and adnlation, every mo-
an 1 Constunce shall be iy first vartoer, soment becoming more irksume to poor
that point is settled beforehand, and you |Blanche, when Lord Maleolm entered the
shall be vnr ves-d vis with Will Beauchamp: « rouin, and she instantly hurrnied up-stairs.
th re, aunt, that will do niecly, and of course . Tv account for his lordehip's unexpected en-
all «yes will be dir cted towards the two]trauce, we must explain, that having gone

'
L)

honds.mest couples in the rvom. Dun't
you thunk, aunt, I am an uncommonly
smart, gool-lookin: fellow, just as described |
in the old ballad 2 —

¢ Ho's as tall and as straight as a poplar tres,
And s cheeks are as red ss thero e

And he Jooks like a squire of high degree,
When dressed in his Sunday's clothes I'

My dear Charles,’ exclaimed Mrs. Gor-
don, ‘ how can yun quote such trasl ? you
aro a very boy stiil.!

¢ Yes, uunty dear, and I hope to continue
su for sumo years to come, until armved at
years of discretion, when I suppose 1 shall
«xclaim

Lioned Markbam differed on every subject
with Lord Mervyn, Mr. Compton was de-
cide dly us autagonistio to him 1n politics, aud
huted by his lordsbip for siowing twice the
vumb r of pheasants, with plenty of fuxes
o' couud for belvg most popular in the

* Life's o farce, and all things show it ;
1 thought so once, but now I know jt.!

Well, thank goodnees, the castle party arce
: ! on the winy, and I wish them jov of their
conuty - S Lucins Gwyun. aud Mr. Ver [drive home, with that vicious old Mervyn
neri where dislik to each other was woll | boxed up with them, who is like a mad dog
krewn ;und Auut Gor ton, who {from sun- | when thiogs don't smt Lum, snapping at
dry hints piven her by Bob Conyers) felt Jdis- | eversonc in Lus way. That girl of his must
l‘; ;_«"l t«-tquqrrol with the whale cast'e party ilead a bappy iife with such parents.’
at first starting. . H

e nly person who Inbored assiduously, | g 'Hnsh. Charles, they are coming towardr
theugh hopelessly, to intuse somo little bar. !,
meny mto s ill assorted  compuny, was'!
Sehina MarkLaw, who sat next to Lord Mal- N
colm.  Lorl Vancourt wus cndenvoring to to the castle axain.
regrase attention by a description of bis tra- _ Lady Mervyn, who wns lraning on Lord
veis in Ezypt and the Holy Laad, and  had , Vaocourt's arm. ext-nded her hand most
Leon giving an nccount of the Pyrawids, | graciously to Blanchie, who ros» as they ap
when Lord Maleolw, turning to Sclina, said, ' broschad, and s lordship was ahout to
* Al these Pyram.ds remind e of the fate wake her o similar offer of friendly grecting.
of # travelling companion who was standing | which with a curtsey sho declined, and re-
witsme on the top of one, when, beivg seized {Mued her scat, soon after which all the
with sudden suddiness, he foll, und  rolled | other guests took leavo.
from step to step, untit he was dusbed to]| A frust vow set in, which put a stop to
proces, hunting. and Lord Malcolm, as was natural

* How very shock-ug ' xelaiined  Selina i o suppose, 1.d- ov. v fr qu ntly to Bawp-
* want cauld you oJh 2° !ton, snmctimes taking Blanche with bim.

¢ -\-!lhfng s he was gone jn a omnont, be- 10a thar return one afternoon, when Blanche
fore 1 missed hitn wonr my gide 5 and feling | had left the room, Mrs. Harcourt expressed
mys I turning aick wwl giddy  also, as 1'her disupprobation of her niece accompavy-
looked lulow, T threw myselt down on my iing him so often to Bawmpton,
face. to prevent my shanug his untouely and '« gy what account, Mrs. Harcourt, do you

wivtched fate. objeet to hier visiting there 2 Constance aud

Lord Vaucourt was silent whilst Malcoln * Blane' i i
; ¥ anc' ¢ have always be to
ruted this acadent, and did not afterwards | chilnlllo(od." ve always bren ke sisters sinco

deem it expedient to make many more allu-1 ¢ They are no longer children ; ana I wieb
fioaes to bisown adventures, finding  another ' wy nirce to mnke somo higher acquaintances

* To shake hands with Blanche, I suppose,’
whispered Malool, * and try to get herover

out sLooting that morniny, and posted him
solf on the outside of a small gorse covert on
the hill above tho hous , his attention was
attracted by « borse galloping on the hard
gravel road, and tooking down. he beheld |
Lord Vancourt rapidly nding up to|
the door. Telling th~ keeper to go on
ing untd his return, lie ran down the hill,
and arrived in time to prevent the eclair-
cissement that Lord Vancourt purposed mak-
ing to his cousin. His sunovance. at finding
Blanche had been left alone by Mrs. Har-
court did not tend to ituprove Lis ill Lumor ;
aud lbaving politely declin d Lord Mer-
vyn's invitation, Lord Vanc.urt rose and left
she room, lus horse and groom being at the
oor.

The evening of the ball had now arrived,
and about ten o'clock the heiress made her
first appearauce in putlic, leaning on  Mrs,

Harcourt’s urin, who stalked majestically |
into the ball ruom with thoe air of the highest i

pirsonage in the land.  Blunche was dressed

in white, with an elegance and simplicity y you are all right , and I am quit: suare they

which did justice 1o her veauty as well as her
taste ; and with her graceful figr.re and sweet,
artless expression of countenance, looked the
persouification of loveliness. Williawa B.au-
cuamp, having purposely arrived early, was
waiting with Constance near tlie door, and
accoste.] thetn, un their entrance, with bis
usual frankness of manver ; and whilst bis
sister was speaking t¢ Mrs. Harcourt, re-en-
gnged Blanche for the first dance.

Mrs. Harsourt, although overbearing her
niece’s assent 10 Beauchnmp's request, said
she wished to take & survey  «f the company
before dauciug commenced (for the purpose,
sceretly, of parading her charge, aud pre-
venting, if possible, her accepting Beau.
champ s arm for the first quadrille) ; and
with this view ke pt ber talking to  some ac-
quaiutances at the toy ol the room until the
sets were forared, notwithstanding Beau-
chiamp’s hints that they mast now take their
places, to which Mrs. Harcourt turned a deaf
ear, and persisted in retaining a tight Lold
of her nicee's arm,

. ¢ Auat Harcourt,” whispered tha poor girl
timidly, ‘I am cngeed to Mr. Beana.
9lm'np for the first dance, and he is wait-

* Oh, it docs not signify, my dear; y.u can

beat. *

dance tho second witts biw, as I wish to in-

b been going over the same  greund, who' i ioe i
. ) s ¢ &t uow, with persons moving in that sphero tc
unght probatly catel him tripping, which I hope to see hier soon olevntgd.'

trodues you to Lord and Ludy Seator, who,
1 sce, bave just arrived.’

< [1ow provohing,’ suid Maicolm to Con-
stanee, ¢ that we canuot have 2 dance tos
gether with Blauche aud B-auchamp 3 but 1
won't bu done 1 this manuer, so you must
stand up with up: n2uin, Constauce, 03 thewr
vig-a-vis.'

¢ Oh,’ asit Constance, laughing, ¢ 1t 18 not
etiqu: tte, Cliarles, to dunce two quadrillesin
sueression with the -ame person.’

* Nogsense about ctiguatte, Custanc-!
will you refuso mo for form's 8 o ?°

« Certainly not, if you particularly wish
H .

< That I do, dear girl, and mind we all
four join again in ti- lust dapee. Do
you agree to this, Blanch-?' he inquired,

¢ If Mrs. farcourt will not be anury at my
dancing twice wicr Willia.”*

¢« You sre no loag-r & c¢nid,’ rephied  Mal-
colm, * to bo ti d to Mrs. Harcourt's apron
strings, un | bave o right now to plen-e your-
solf; but what suy. Aunt Gordon, whose
id-as on such subjects are quito us correct as
Mrs, Harerwmt's ¢

¢ I sae no impropriety in such arrange-
ment if Blancho has no other objection.’

¢ None whatever, dear aunt ; and I shall
be dehghted to join Charles an¢ Constance
in the last dance of the evening.

¢ Thank you, dear Blanche,” whispered
Beauchamp, * and now we must take our
places.’

Many seratinizing and invidious glances
wore directed towards tho heiress and her
partnor as they glided gracefully throuch
the figure, too muoh pleased in each other's
company to bestow a thought or eare for the
lookers-on. Lord Vanconrt remarked to
Vernon—* You have underrated him.’

¢ Not much, I think,” was the reply.

¢ Decidedly, Vernon, he is very gentle-
manly in manners, good locking, and alto.
gether the sort of man any young girl would
fall degperatoly in iove with ; in sbort, I
must be quick ; and even now, from what I
see, my impression is that [ am too lats in
the field.’

* You have two to one on your side, my
lord, and Beanchamp has no more chance
than I have.’ *

as sho relinquished his
by her aunt.

* Why, Beauchamp,’ said Lord Malegly
wlhio had been following close bLebing hx::
‘that  bot-headed TIrishk lorl geemy
dinposed to pick o quarrel with you, did
not ?'

¢ I rather suspected something of tie by
from Vernon's tutoring, as I saw those wy,
thies in deep consultation together whily
wero dancing, and casting ominous luoks
wards me; and but for dear Blang,
I would have knocked that insolaut Iy
across the room for daring to stanl 1n by
way.'

¢ Egad, { beliove you, Beaschamp,' rephy)
Malcolm ; ¢ but it wou't do to 1alk of taeg
things now.’

* No, no, it is all over anl past, ang, s |
have prownsed Mrs. Gordon nuver tu fignyy
duel, we must say no more about it.'

¢ William,' said  Mrs  Gordon, ‘g
know your prowmise, and the penalty ot breg.
ing it 2

¢ Indeed I do, dear aunt, which I w3
never incur ; and therefore, Maleolm,' sl
Beauchamp, laughing, ¢ I am restricted o4
game of fives or cudgels, with the chues ¢
which I will favor any man who purpxey
insults mwea.’

¢ And I for one,’ added Malcolm, jocosls,
¢ would not be in the skin of your opvozent,
in a ten-toot ring, for 8 hundred pounus, st
though we Scots are known to be unco fin}
of the siller.’

¢ What does & game of fives tmean, Wi
liam ?' inquired Blanche.

¢ This," said Beauchamp, good Lumorely,

lacing his clenched hand in lers; ‘fr
gngore aud s thumb make a bunch of fivsoe
a fist, which is man's natural weapon ofde
fonce ; but don’t be alarmed, dear Blinchs,
he said, lowering his voico. ‘I will po
mise not to fight, if you will prowise not b
flirt with him, or lef him make love to yu'
¢ That he shall not do, if [ can preventi
William, rest assured.’

Lord Vancourt now advanced, with a vy

profound bow, and Blancae rose reluetasilt

[T \Vr--l(‘td"
arty, and st Qi

* He has & hold, determined look,’ rephed
Vancoort, * just that of a man who will not
stick at trifles when he has & point to  gain.’

¢ That girl won't run away with any man,’' I
said Vernon, * although she may be carried |
away. Do you take, my lord? and with the |
consent ot lier guardian, which iz the same
thing, sapposing the young lady rather coy
to yourself, T should not bhesitate one mo-
ment.’

¢ That is & very serious aflair, Vernon.’

* Not in your case, my lord. Make your
proposal first to her guardisn—if accepted,

will both prees your offer upon their ward,
for fear of Brauchamp. This, of course, you
will find out from what Harcourt says in
reply to your propcsal ; und if she 1efuses
you can fairly plead their congent, and your
der-p, passionate, uncontrollable love for the
young lady. which induced you to have re-
conrso to alittle stratagem. That's all, my
lord, and you will never hear another word
on the subject nfter the hoiress has become
Lady Vsncourt. Why, in Scotland, the
thing is settled in five minutes by the black-
smitb—bnba him well. and he will got two
other persons to say they heard her ray she
would take you for ber hushand. and of
course yon will say you took her for your
wife, and there's an end to the business.
You will then be man and wife, avd if she
sbould run awaxy from you alterwards (which
I don't think likely), her woney is eafe at
any rate.

* Really. Vernon, you are up to s thing or
two, and argne very plausibly : but I must
consider well beforo I undertake such a pro-
ject, althongh it appears feasible enough.
Now the quadrille’s over, I shall elaim bher
band and sco what impression 1 can make
first.’

This conversation had been carried on in &
low tone by Lord Vaneourtand Vernon, who

to take his arm, cssting a lingering look be
hind (as she was led away), implying, ‘Doa}
you pity me ?' Beauchawmp felt that appes,
and insiautly fullowed her, with Bob Coo:

ers, who just then came up, and both sixd
gehind her, whilst sha was dancog with
Lord Vancourt ; and when disengaged oxs-
sionally in the dance, Beauchamp spoke i
few words of encouragement.

Lord Vancourt was nettled at this il
ference, sail bestowed & full look of maby
nity on Beaushamp, who returned his glom
with a steady, unflinchiag 2aze, which some
what disconcerting lus lordship, preventedsa
effusion or those soft speechies he had po
posed for the occasion. Lo add mure tobi
giscomfort, also, Captain Melville now jozed
Conyers, and kept bis cye steadily fixed c
his lordship’s movements. Of all i i
room Lord Vancourt dreaded Melsille, v
was acqusinted with his peecadilloes, ol
baving henrd bim engage Miss Douglss fix
the next dance, (eared he wotld enlghie
her on his real position, so that he felt i
at case as to prove anything but agreeabkl
s fair partacr. )

The dance being concluded, Vancourtia
wmediately led her to Mrs. Harcourt, whe
he thought Beauchamp or Conyers cvuld st
follow ; and, b-ing off:red a seat by that Isds
he sat dowr: by Blanche, hoping to preves
her dancing with Melville. .

But the captain, guessiog Lis pn?ose. i
mediately approached, notwithstanding uf
lord's forbidding sspect, and offered bis arm,
which, glad to escape from lher tormeutn
she readily accepted. .

¢ On walking away, Melville asked Bh.ng!!{
if she bad known Lord Vancourt loog. * No,
wan the reply ; ¢ I was introduced to hunvz
short time since only, at Lord Mersya
when you dined there. ]

*YWhat do you think of hiw ?' be asked,
ratber abrubtly. .

* Very agrecable and cntertsining, wAS

wore stinding apart neat n window ; and
their attention was 50 much eugroased by

the reply.
To be Continued.




