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of Scotland, or Lutherans, or Calvinists, who shall
beauthorised in manner hereafter directed, to cele-
brate the ceremony of meatrimony, according to the
rights of such church or religious community, be-
tween any two persons, neither of whom are under
any legal disqualification to contract matrimony, and
one of whom shall have been @ member of such congrega-
tion or religious community, atleast six months before
the said marriage, any law or usage to the contrary not-
withstanding.

“11. Provided nevertheless, and be it enacted by the
authorily aforesatd, That no person ghall be taken, or
deemed to be a minister or clergyman of any such
congregation or religious community, within the in-
tent and meaning of this Act, who shall not have
been regularly ordained, constituted, or appointed,
according to the rights and forms of such congrega-
tion or religious community, and unless he shall
have appeared, or coms before the Justices of the
Pence assembled in Quarter Sessions, in the District
in which he shall reside, when not less than six Ma-
gistrates, besides the Chairman, shall be present, and
shall have there with bim at least seven respectable
persons, members of the congregation or religious
community to which he belongs, who ghall declare
him to be their minister orclergyman ; and unless he
shall produce proof3 of his ordination, constitution or
appointment to tkat office, and unless he shall then
and there take the Oath of Allegiante to His Mujesty;
when if it shall appear to the majority of the Justices
then present expedient and proper, they are hereby
authorised to grant him a certificate under the Seal
of the Court, and signed by the Chairman and Clerk
of tbe Peace, (for which the said Clerk of the Peace
shall be entitled to demand aud receive the sum of|
five shillings) certifying him to be the settled minister
or clergyman of such congregation or religious com-
munity, which certificate shall be in tbe following
form :—( Omilted.)

« 11, Provided, nevertheless, That no such certificate
shall be given by the said Court of Quarter Sessions
as nforesaid, unless the person applying for the same
shall have given notice inwriting, to the Clerk of the
Poace, at ot before the General Quarter Sessions im-
mediately preceding that on which he shall apply for
such certificate; which notice in writing the said
Clerk of the Peace shall read in open Court, and
shall also fix up in some eonspicuous part of his
office, within eight days after the same shall have
been so read ; for which service he, the said Clerk of]
the Peace, shall be entitled to domand and receive the
gam of five shillings, and no more.”

Another Act was passed the 27th of November
1818, which was merely designod to enable those who
had neglected to preserve the testimony of their mar-
riage solcmnized previous to 1793, and declared valid
by the Act of that year,” “to effectuate the same.”

The next Act of legislation on this question was in
1830, We quote the clauscs of this Act which have &
bearing upon the object of this review of the
question.

w 111. And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That it shall and may be lawful for any Clergy-
snan or Minister of sny church, society, congregation,
or religious community of persous, professing to be
members of the Church of Scotland, Lutherans, Pres-
bytertans, Congregationalists, Baptists, Independente.
Methodists, Menonists, Tunkera, or Moravians, who
shal® be authorised, iz manner heroinafter mentionec,
to solcmnizeo the ceremony of marriage within this
Province between any two persons, neither of whom

“1V. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That no person shall be
taken or deemed to be a Clergyman or Minister of
such church, society, congregation, or religious com-
munity, within tho intent and wmeaning of this Aect,
who shall not have been regularly ordained, consti-
tuted, or appointed, according to the rites and form
of such church, society, congregation, or religious
community, of which he professesto be & Clergyman
or Minister, and unless he shall be a subject of His
Majesty, and shall appear before the Justices of the
Distriot in which he shall reside, in General Quarter
Sessions assembled, and unless he shall produce
proof of his ordination, constitution, or appointment
ag such Minister, und shall then and there talke the
oath of allegiance to His Mnjesty, which oath the
said Conrt shall then and there administer; and
hereupon, if it shall appear to the majority of the
Justices then present that ho has been rogularly or-
dained, constituted, or appointed, as aforesaid, they
are hereby authorised and required to grant him a
certificate under the seal of the Court, and sigred by
the Chairman and the Clerk of the Peace, for which
tho said Clerk shall be entitled toreceive the sum
of five shillings, certifying him to be a Minister or
Clergyman of such church, society, congregation, or
religious community ; which certificate may be in
the following form :—(Omilted.)

There are some important circumstences connected
with this Acvbecoming law. It was paszed in March
1830, and the Royal Assent to the Bill was signified,
by Message of the Lieutenant Governot, to the Le-
gislature of the Province, on the 2d of March, 1831,
about a year after it was passed. The following is
the clause of the Act of 1847, which relates to the
question under consideration, and as the registration
clanse of the Act of 1830 '~ still in force; we quowe
}hat here also for conven..ace.  After the preambla,
it says:—

“ That all the powers, privileges and advantages
by the Act first above cited conferred upon or vested
in any Clergyman or Minister of any of the several
Religious Denominations mentioned in the third
sgction of the said Act, shall be and the same are
hereby conferred uron and vested in any Clergyman
or Minister of any Religious Denomination of Chrig-
tians whatever, as fally and effectually to 2ll intents
and purposes, and on the same conditions and res-
trictions, and subject to all the penalties imposed by
the said Act for any contravention of the provisiong
thereof, as if such Religious Denomination of Chris-
tians had been among the number of Roligious De-
nominations mentioned in the said third Sectioca.

“II. And be it enacted, That no Clergyman or
Minis*er of any of the several Religious Denom-
inations mentioned in the third Section of the said
recited Act, or of those to whom this Act refers,
shall be entitled to the benefit of either of said Acts
un'ess be be £ subject of Her Majesty, and shall have
taken the oath or affirmation of allegiance befors
the Registrar of the County in which he sball “bffi-
ciate ag such Clergyman or Minister, which oath or
affirmation, the said Registrar is hereby authorized
and required to administer, and unless he shall algo
at the time of taking such oath or sffirmation ag
aforesaid, produce to such Regisitar evidence of
his being a recoguized Clergyman or Ministerof the
Religious Denomiration to which he professes i@
belong, which evidence shall consist of a Cortificate
from the Bishop, Moderator of Presbytery, Clerk of
Conference, Ohuzch-wardens, Trustess or Managers,
as the case may be, of the body to which such Cler-

is under any legal disqualificationto contract matri-
mony.

gyman or Minister may belong, that he is arecognizod



