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gospel to every creature 7 and, “lo! T am with yonlby the indwelling of his IToly Spirit, every one partak-
always, even unto the end of the world” The com-'iag with Christ in that love of souls which moved
mand is as universal as diseipleship. and it is to cor-'im to offer up himself, and every one laboring after
tinue obligatory till the Son of man =hall come. his example for the salvation of the world. This is
Does any one say that this command wae given only! the olject fur whieh the Leliever lives, as it was the
to the apostles? "It may or may not have heen sn;lalject fur which Christ Hved.  This conseeration of
but were they alone included in the ehligation which]himeIf to Christ fur this purpose, is & matter of per-
it imposes? The address at the last snpper was gix'c11|s011a! oblization. It eannel be doue hy deputy. It
to them alone, a< were many other of the instractions must be done by the man himself. e can no more
of our Lard ; but were they the only peiconc to whoem' delegate it to another, than he ean delegate faith, or
the words spoken apply 2 Te it affirmed that they and! repentence. or prayer, or holy Living.  Iyery disciple
those whom they should appoint are alone to preach must be a discipler.  Evers individaal is leaven, and
the word? 1 answer that Jesns €hrict never faid <o, he must assimilate to himsclf all that comes intv eun-
and we have no right to add to this any more than to) tact with him.  As he humsdf drinks of the fountain,
any other of his commandments. he must hecome a fountain to his fellow men ; other-
But let us see how the apnctlee th meelves nnder- wise, lic lirs not drunk of the fountain himseif. M he
stood the precept.  Their own narrative <hall inform'bear not fruit, be is cut off as a braneh, aud is with-
us.  “ At that time there was a great persecution|ered.
against the church that was at Jerucalem and they! This is the fired and primary duty of a disciple, and
were scattered abread throughont all the regione of te it his whole life must be eorfurmed. He many enter
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” * Therefore,{upon no ealling, he may occupy no station, he may
they that were scattered abroad went cverywhers indulge in no amusment inconsistent with this elem-
preaching the word.¥—Acts viii: 1.4 “Thep thf*y:cntm'y duty of disciple=hip. A revival of religion re-
that were scattered abroad upnn the pers entisn that precents a ehureh in its norinal evndition, the cunditivia
arose gbout Stephen. travellad ac far a< Phenice and! which CIvist always infended it to maintain. Then
Cyprus and Autioch, preaching the word te none hut! every believer makes it his great concern to coll man
Jews only.  And some of them were men of Cypras' to ropentence, not as a matier of form, but with
and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch,! earnest and meving persuasivn.  Every convert s in-
spake also to the Grecians, preaching the Lomd Jesus.| viting his former eompaniens to turn unto the Lord.
And the hand of the Lord was with them. and « great, But, if this mannerof life is appropriate tv a revival,
number believed and turned o the Lord. The~e men, it i< approprinte to all fimes; lur men are everywhere
were not apostles. nor even the original dice’ples of and at all times sinuers hastening te the judgment
Christ, for they were men of Cyprus and Cyrin>. Yet! weat, and they mast all pesish unless they be redevmed
they went everywhere preaching the wenl, acd in so by the blood of Christ.
doing they pleased the Mastor, far the Holy Spirit ac | It weuld be easy toshow that it is by involving this
compnnied their labors with the blessing from on high.] obligation in the very elementry idea of discipleship,
The ascended Saviour thusappropved of their conduct, | that Christ has provided for the universal triumph of
and testified that their understanding of h'e last com- his chinrch. On this dupends the vitality of personal
mand was correet. religion. We ¢an never in carnest call mien to repe.~
It we need any farther confirmatinn of the interpre- tarce, unless we are living holy and pevitent lives
tation which we have given of the preespt in the text,ourselves. Henee, also arises the separation of the
we find it in other portians of our Lord's tvaching.'uf the church from the world, and hence the antagun-
** The kingdom of heaven is like unto loaven, which a'i=m which Christ dieclares must always exist between
woman tonk and nd in three measurec of meal untit! them. ¥ Because ye are not of the world, but ¥ have
the whole was leavened.” The worde here indieate! choren you out of the woild, therefore the world
tiie manner in which the kingdam of Chri-g it to ex- hatcth you.” It is under these circumstances that the
tend itself.  Leaven assimilatee the whelde nass to) charch has always gained its nust sigoal victories, aud
itself by the contact of particle with particle --each when these principles of duty exercise an abiding in-
particle. s sonn as it is leavened, cammmicating it~ flucnee over the life of every disciple, the Kingdoms of
own virtne to all the particles surrounding it. o this world will soon bur ome the kinndoms of vur Lord
every disciple of Christ is bound, hy proclaiming,and of his Christ. .
Chirist to those near to him. to extend the Kinglem of ) Such, then, is the privilege, and such the duty of
the Redecmer ; and every one who beeome< u disciple! every disciple of Christ. It cuters into the elemen-
is bound to make it hi= chief bLusiness to di:ciplvlt;\ry idea of discipleship.  With this every other sub-

others. <equent idea must be in bharmony.  No ccclesiastical
Again, our L.ord declares that every one who be <yotan which we form can cither lberate a disciple
lieves in him shall be the means of imparting <alvation frumn_this olligation, or take anay his privilege of
to others  “In the last day, that great day of the | thus Iaboring for Christ. Whatesver offices are ereated
feast, Jesus steod and cried. if any man thiret, It him}in the charch, are created fur the purpox: of enabling
come unto me and drink. e that belic oot an me] the disciple the better do discharge this duty.  They
as the Scripture hath said, ont of his hrlly <hall flow are made for the church, the ckurch is not made fur
rivers of living water.”  This he spake of the Spirit, thum; aud it beconies us ¢y or to be watchful, least
which, not the epostles, but they that believe on him|bLy any crror the church of Christ be deprived of thus,
should veceive. "Thus, as our Lrd is the iiving foun-) the mainspring of all its cificicney. . ’
tain from which every belicver drinke; <o every one, I have thas far spuken of the gifts which are com-
who has drunk of this fountain becomes, in thiejmon to every man of a sane mind. But almost every
secondary sense. a fountain to all whe are about him.! man has semme peedliar gift, that is some natucally
fo. in the messages to the churches, dcliverd by bestowed means of usefulness. ALis also he is bound
the ascended Saviour tn the Apostle Jolm, we £ud in the same manncr to consuerate to the service of the
these remakable words : ¢T am the ront and offtpring, Master. A brief allusivn 1o sume of these will suflici-
of David, and the Yright and moming <tar.  And tho ently illustrate my meaning. Oqe man may be
Spirit and the Bride xay. Come, and Iet him that hoar [ endowed with uucummon conveisational ability, so
eth say. Come, and let him that ic athirst comc, and| that in the ondinary intercoune of society, he readily
whosoever will, let bim take the water of 1i%: frecls "} lcads the miuds of micn in any dircction he chooses.
You see then. brethern, the nature and duty of the, The disciple of Clirist is not at liberty to use this tal-
church of Christ. 1t consists of the whole cumuany of ent for the purpose of attaining tosocial pre-cminence,
penitent sinners, united to Christ Ly faith, animated, or for the gratification of pervonal vonity ; he must



