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in the above, making our whole assets at
thie titne $13,723.55.

In additiun thue Comxnittec have receivcd
notice of* a1 lucgaivy of $200 from the late
Mrs. Angus Chl'isholm, of New Glasgoiv,
which ivould 1 robaby have been paid over
but for tlic Luaiunted deatlh of I{odurick Me-
Gregoir, Estq. Thuy have aIse received. in-
timiation thât dur~ig the present mentit
Cherles 1). Han ter Ebq., of Hlalifax, intends
makiîîg tho scheme a donation of the saine
amount. T haere uill ai1se nowv fall to be
added the axtatial dues payable a: titis uteet-
ing of ýDynUd, amuunlrig to about $1000
wbielh wilIl raise the emount of our funds to
aver $1 5,000, froin which howver wYili fal
te bc deductud the annuities, payable et the
saine âime, amnounding to $435.

During the past year two ministers upon
the fund bave died; ithe R1ev. Dr. Smnith of
Stewittck-c, and the Rey. James MeNair of
Eromanga, luaving tiwo widows and thret

orphans on the fund. But on the other
band ont orphan having reached the ege
of 16 y-ezar ia nu longer entitled to annuity,
lesving the n umber un our fuud as follows:

5 Widows, et $120 encli...S60000
1 44 et 90 ..... 90.00
6 Orpitans, at 20.........]20.00
4 at 15 ..... 60.00

$870.00
It wul tUs ba Seen that the clftira upon

the fund arc rapitlly increasing. The cern-
unite alse thiuk that this stetement shows
that the Syaod wes flot a day £00, seeu inestaeh1iii, this fund. We tbink tee that
We Mav nor fairly atpeal £0 the preseut
stete &f fli sehemne, oth as to its rneens
and obligations, as showing the sound
basis on which the scheme hes been estab-
lished. On whet other pleu could the
Synod have beeu able te provide se, Jiberal
a.csiqanc( aud je a nuanner se satisfitctory
tai the parties interested. At the saine
tine ilhe rapid increse of dlaims shows the

det c-f careful management. and pru-
dent-ebr£. tu increase the funds ai our

dis- sai.
5l'i.' Bloard have te record the death of

11od(r Lk MtcGreîor, oue of their inembers,
lho br1 a deep inteetu in the objeet of the
fouq, and %vho was ever ready tu sud us by
buis, ,o-opratiun and assistance.

At tN', lust meeting of Synod, it ires re-
mirti to your Committeo te consider
4whit1b' in justice te tho scheme, eny
fleatr,rg raril bc adopted, et the turne cf
ih -r;l.'tçcnnial ruvisiou of tho rate in

M ,1. -v hic tose ministers not upon
tlw r1i- ray ba in a pouitien te eDjoyV
thé l'énet:1 Of t£e fuxnd,' and tu report te
th4 î £ t meeting. of Synod. Thtis sub-
itat "r,egeçd the Serions attention cf your

CTnnt A.fter cerefu. censaderationj
tty ceine to, thse conclusion, that iu order
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te prepare any plan for titis purpose 1£
would bc eccssary tu a.sicrtaiiu, how many
members of Synod wuuld, bau prepared to
aveil themtcives of its advantages. They
therefore addressed circuilars tu those minis-
tara3 net upon the fitnd, enquirin& whetlîer
ini the evemît of Snell a meaure bumng adop-
ted, they wislied te join tho scbeme. An-
airers te thes circulars have been receiyed
frem about two-thirds of thuse nddressed.
These replies were of three kinds. Soin.
ilttiînated thet they Nvouldl not jein ; and it
is gratifying to tlnd that a goud proportion
of theze assign as a reason, that cither be-
fore or since the establishmnat of this
fund they had made proviin by soe plan
of Life Assurance or otheriie fur these de-,
pendent upon thexu, in the ci cnt, of being
separated tromn thein byr deatit. One or twe
are coneected with sintiilar furads in Scot-
land; and we learu that the cireuistances
ef sereral, render such a proviun unneces-

nary. Otliers expresbed thuir debire te ,oin
should an opportunity ba affordcd, whule a
third cleass expressed themsclves in unicer-
tainty.

The Cominittee have since carefully con-
sidered thew-%hole question. There wereooly
two ways in whichi in justice te those upon
the fund, other inembers of Synod îvho had
flot paid froin the bcgiuning or from thair
ordination, could in justice te others bhaed-
rnitted te its benefits. The first would ha
by their paying a suma as composition for
thue pas: years in which thcy would have
paid. had tbsy joined et the proper tine.
The other -rould be te elluw then te enter
now et thue regeler rates, but with the con-
sideration theuuthey pay or a prportionally
longer trne bet'ore dhair wîdows aund or-
phens would be entiLled te annuity. The
Committea recomniendcd -,ith the consent
of e mejority of a meeting of those on the
fund, fluet a lest oppurturiity bau afforded to
those ministers, ii lio did nut join thue fend
et the proper turne, of enjoving ita advan-
ta ges. on the followvin-' Serins That they

1bchargeeble ln addition te the regeler rate
thse class on %vhich £hey wishi to enter,

frein the 1lst July 1871, vwith the follewing,
ag compoition for their pas£ pajinants;
those wbe, she]d have paid, oe or Sure
yeers, te bc c-hnrgeable wViLh on@ yeer's rate;
thet eny ministers prcparcd tu pay fixe:
amnonnt et <vnce hare the jrivilega of joie-
inn- the scheme nov and theiz ividours and
orphens ln case of deccase, ba entitled
te annuity afrer the bamie nember of
annuel pajinents frtni tlLs date as if
fiiey- hed jnincd tise fand et the regeler
turne: thet should tbcy pro<cr flot payixxg
theramountet onc tiseý ba lowed tejoi
thse aeheme Tiew, on cundbtiun thet, they
puy -rates 11*or the nunmber u.fyears steted, tn
addition to what is requirexi of thoseenier-
ing &fter proer trne acces-ding tô Rule XII,


