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in the above, making our whole assets at
the time $13,723.55.

In additiun the Committee have received
notice of a legacy of $200 from the late
Mrs. Angus Chisholm, of New Glasgow,
which would probably have been paid over
tut for the lamented death of Roderick Me-
Gregor, Esq.  They have also received in-
timation thut during the present month
Charles . Hunter Esq., of Halifax, intends
making the scheme a donation of the same
smount. Lhere will also now fall to be
added thoe aunual dues payable at this meet-
ing of Synud, amvuning to about $1000
which will raise the amount of our funds to
over 815,000, from which however will fall
to be deducted the anauities, payable at the
same ime, amounting to $435.

During the past year two ministers upon
the fund have died; the Rev. Dr. Smith of
Stewiacke, and the Rev. James McNair of
Eromangsa, leaving two widows and three
orphans on the fund. But on the other
hand onc orphan having reached the age
of 16 years is no longer eatitled to annuity,
leaving the number on our fund 23 follows :

5 Widows, at $120 each........ $600.00
1« at 80 ... ... 90.00
6 Orphans, at 20 *“ ........ 120.00
I at 15 * .. ..... 60.00

$870.00

It will thus be seen that the claims upon
the fund are rapidly increasing. The com-
mittee also think that thisstatement shows
that the Synod was not & day too soon in
establishing this fund. We think too that
wemay now fairly appeal to the present
E state of the scheme, ‘goth as to its means
B sod obligations, ae showing the sound
B basis on which the scheme has been estab-
lished. On what other plan could the
Synod have been able to provide so Jiberal
assistance and in & manner so satisfactory
to the parties interested. At the same
time the ragid increase of claims shows the
§ necessivy of careful management, and pru-

dent ~fforts to increase the funds at our
disposal.

'i» Board have to record the death of
% Rodrri k McGregor, one of their members,
whe *ank o deep interest in the object of the
foud, and who was ever ready to axd us by
B} bis conperatiun and assistance.
R At the lust meeting of Synod, it was re-
R nitted to your Committee to consider
g “whether in justice to the scheme, any

megsurvs can be adopted, at the time of
R the rext < ptennial revision of the rate in
W71, by which those ministers not upon
the sch=r-» may be in a position to enjoy
&e bene®s of the fand,” and to reportto
thia preger t meeting of Synod. This sub-

to prexgare any plan for this purpose it
would be necessary to ascertain, how many
members of Synod would be prepared to
avail themselves of its advantages. They
therefore addressed circulars to those minis-
ter not upon the fund, cnguiring whether
in the event of such a measure being adop-
ted, they wished to join the scheme. An-
gwers to these circulars have been received
from about two-thirds of thuse addressed.
These replies were of three kinds. Some
intimated that they would not join ; and it
is gratifying to find that a goud proportion
of these assign a3 a reason, that either be-
fore or since the establishment of this
fund they had made provisivn by some plan
of Life Assurance or otherwise for those de-
pendant upon them, in the event of being
separated irom them by death. Oneortwo
are connected with similar funds in Scot-
land ; and we learn that the cirgumstances
of several, render such a provisiun unneces-
sary. Others expressed their dusire to join
should an opporwnity be affurded, while a
third class expressed themselves in uncer-
tainty.

The Committee have since earefully con-
sidered the whole question. There were only
two ways in which in justice to those upon
the fund, other members of Synod who had
not paid from the beginning or from their
ordination, could In justice to athers be ad-
mitted to its benefits. The first would be
by their paying 2 sum_as composition for
the past years in which they would have
paid, had they joined at the proper time.
‘The other would be to allow them to cnter
now at the reguler rates, but with the con-
sideration that they pry for o proportionally
longer time before idieir widows and or-
phans would be entided to annuity. The
Comnittee recommended with the consent
of & majority of a meeting of those on the
fund, that a last oppurtunaty be afforded to
those ministers, who did nut join the fund
at the proper time, of enjoying its advan-
tages, on she following terms: That they
bp chargeable in addition to the regular rate
0? the class on which they wish to enter,
from the 1st July 1871, with the following,
23 composition for their past payments;
those who sheuld have paid, one or two
years, to be chargeable with one year’s rate;
that any ministers preparcd to pay thag
amount at once have the privilege of joim-
inx the scheme now and their widows and
orphans in case of decesse, be entitled
to appuity after the same pumber of
annual psyments frum tlis dato as of
they had joined the fund at the regular
time ; that should they prefer not paying
the amount at onco they be allowed to jon
the scheme now, on cundition that they

B 1t erraced the serious attennon of your
Committ'e  After careful consideration

poy vates for the number uf years stated, in
addition to what is required of thoscenger

ey cane to the conclusion, that in order { ing after proper time according to Rule XTI,

Sa



