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DEear Sig, — ad the question of ¢ A Vo-
cal Masician’” appeared unaccompanied by any
remarks, or accom.p.micd by such as would
have left the subject cqually balanced, I should

}iavg proceeded at once to & candid and unpre- .
i

judiced consideration ot it.  Cluthed, however,
as V. M. has thought proper to send forth his
ition, it will be ary, first, to dis

[at{aem ¥

¢uss the various points presented to us; <o, -

to avoid confusion, 1 shall uosice them in the
order he himself has placed them.

The want of antiguity in, or heathenish air

of the custem of employing instrumental mu-
sic inthe worship of Jehovall, are by uo means
arguments of any weight against the legality
of using thems as will be plainly seen by a
consideration of the next paragraph.
. A reference to-Il. Chron. 23, 23, will show
thatit * DOEs APPEAR that the Divine Liegis-
Jator gave a command to the effeci’ that in.
strumental music should be used in his worship,
and, therefore, thut David, though ¢a man
of great musical genius,’ was NoT guilty of
¢ making innovations,’ and that the text Amos
¥L 5,% wus not a censure on him : and also,
that instrumental music was not ¢ disapproved
of by the Lord’—all which things V. ML has
asserteds—¢ Aud he set the Levites in the
house of the Liord with cymbals, with psalte.
riess and with harps, according to-the com-
mandment of David, and of -Gad the king’s
seery and Nathan the prophet 3 for so was the
COMMANDMENT OF T1iE LORD by his rvopliets’
«~II Chron. 29, 25.

The passage from Amos v. 23, 1salso view-

din,a fulse light, ¢ Take away from me the

* Ala future period-I ~may make the pas-
‘gethe subject of a communication. V. M.
-28 grossly mistaken it,

noise of thy songs, for I will not hear the sound
of thy viols.’

But was it, T would ask V.. Ii., because
God was averse to thcursougsofpraxsc vr theie
music ?  No, but because they were not ac-
companicd by the homage of the heart; but
if V. M. determines to rclam his own v :enﬁn‘
the pissage, let him remember that the sog
is to go with'the viol.

We need not trouble V. M. to ¢ admit’ as a
matter of courtesy that instrumental music
was lawful in the Jewish church, having
proved it by the unerring standard 3 and if,
as V. M. asserts, the fact does not prove thyt
¢it ought to be tolerated in Christian worship,®
it certainly does not militate against it—as it
is & command emarating frem an unchangea-
ble sourre, from a Being whose foreknowledgre
was not likely to create a faw whicn at a future
day it should be neeessary to annul.

¢ It is among those ordikances which were
suppressed by the Christian .tcmwm'y_.’ wilt
V. M shew us his anthority for this assertion.
That part of the Jewish ceremony which is
doue away is that which was typical of the
Messiah 5 but I really do not recognise any
thing of a typical nature in masic: and,though
the time is come when the ¢ true \;-oxshippers
are to worship the Futher in ipirit and in
truth,® I hope that V. M. docs not suppose
that our religion is to be wholly interial, * Je.
sus Christ tells us, ¢ when thol prayest enter
into thy closet,” &c y but he docs not mean to
forbid a more public mode of worship-for the
Apostle of the Gentiles, in his epistle to the
Hebrews, says, ¢ forsake not the assembling
of yourselves together.”

The argument drawn from thie allusion
made to instrumental music by St. John is
much more favourable to its use than V. M.
scems to think it is. We should remember
that its appointmient was by God himself 3 no
command requiring its disuse had ever been
given--and are we to think that St John, who
had been favoured with such exalted and over.
postering views of the. lor ofhisascended



