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The scencry along such a river proented alternately the low
-wide landscape of' the open plain and the deep contractcd view
-of the narrow pass, eacli passing into the other, as the under-
Iying rocks change froni soft to liard or f'rom liard to soft. The
spread of drift-rnatcrial over the face of the country lcft the
narrow gorges dompletoly choked. As the rivers began ia'iin to
flow after the ice-age had passed away they were unable to find
-their ancient cliannels along these aarrow chasins, and conse-
qucntly the watcr accuinulatcd in the valley until it rose suffi-
ciently high to flow over the barrier at its lowest, po int, when it
.cornînenced anew tie task of cutting a rgre througli the sanie
limestone ridge first in thec drift material on thc surfaâce, and
.then in the solid rock bclow. Thiis pîoess rnay iiow be sec"
gyoiuà on at Niaga-,ra Fialls.

The great Anicrican lakes thcrefbre are nothing but iucre
-drift-damrned pools, filling the ivide portions of thie cliannels of
p re-glaeiail ivcrs, wlîilc the narrow chasis eonnccting tiin are
conccaled by superficial doposits of'cday and sand. Should the
present condition of thing,,s continue long enougli, tic rocky bar-
rier botwecn Erie nnd Ontario will ho :igain eut down, and the
present, lake above the Falls convcrted :îgain into the broad open
plain of the later Tcrtiary ag.New falls or rapids will be
dcvclopcd near Detroit as flhc excavation of the Erie basin pro-
*ceeds, and thîe levels of lakes Huron an~lMcia correspond-
ingly lowered; while by the graduaI wvearing dowiu of thîe rocky
.bars now forrng the rapids on thec St. Lawrence, as rnuchi of'
the water in Lake Ontario will be earricd away as Uic relative
levels of tlîat lake and thîe Atlantie will allow. But neithor
Michigan, Huron, nor Ontario eau ever be laid dry by this pro-
ecess> and their end ean only corne, catastiophes cxcepted, by the
slow but steady process of silting up. Tie saine proess to some
«etct mnust occur in Lake Superior. The wearing down at the
faîls of St. Mary will lower its level, but the deposit from its
tributary streanis alone eau entirely obliterate iL

One resuit of the Quaternary age lias therefore been to transfer
a great part of the basin of the pre-;ýIacial Mohawk to the basin
'o?* the St. Lawrence, a youuger and Quatcrnary river. But no
great alteration in level would ho required to change again the
-course of these northern wat2rs. Tie sewers of Ohicagyo now
carry the water of Lake Michigan into the Mississippi valley,
the waterslied between the two being only l0 foot above the
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