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rely havmless in reference to vegetation.
and on the whole we may say be is the most
useful of all animals as an insect destroyer.
His manner ot catching insects is sueh that
the most delicat: plant is not injured in the
act.  Ilislong tongne is thrust with uncrring
aim and (uick as thought on the victim, who
vanishes so suddenly that unless the observer
pays close attantion he can havdly discover
the operation.

“Few persons are aware of thegreat benefit
which resultz from preserving these nnsightly
animals in gavdens.  They are particulariy
aseful in gardeis where fowls cannot be in-
troduced on account of the injury they
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on our approach hecame frightened. and ve.
) tired in great haste to their relreats in the
i neighbouring bushes. Soon, finding that
they were not pursued, they commenced
!hopping back, and caught with avidity
jeack caunker worm as it descended on its
¢ tiny thread.  We counted at one time thirty
; immediately avound ourfeet.  Day after day
we fed them on their favourite foold, and
. they beeame so tame as to foliow us, watch
o hand, and take the wovrm {rom our
fingers.

'

s+In the anluma,’ says another writer, ~a
_pit wherein melons were grown was so mich
infested with ants as to threaten the destrue.

are also the virtues of the jewel contained
in its head. But he has a jewel—not, liow.
¢ver, in his head, as the poet would have it.
It is seated in hiz stomach, instead of his
head, and, unlike the oyster. whose peals
are the result of disease, this comes of good
health and good digestion.

“That poor, idespised. and harmless yep-
tile iz admirable in its proportions. and has

ran eye of such transcendant beauty that,

when we find one. we place it on our hand to
view it more minutely. Its skin, too, su
completely adapted to the subterranean
places into which it goces for shelter. is well
worth the attention of the philosopher,  As

would in various ways produce, although , tion of the v hvlecrop. which they did first  thislittle animal is innocuous, we feel sorry
by perforating the skin and afterwards
sating their way into the frait ; and maling

they may destroy many insects.  The tond
neither seratches the ground nor freds on
the crops, and his small
size and trifling weighy
permit him to go any.
where in search of his
food.

*A8 we were walk-
ing in the garden last
summer, we came aCrors
one of these ‘squatters,
among the squash vines,
He was seated near his °
bole in the wall, sur-
veying the premises.
and apparenily enjoy-
ing the growth of the
vegetables, like a philo-
sopher. Have you ever
noticed, gentle reade r
the benevolent expres
sion in the e¢ye of a
toad? If it were not
forh is uncouth dress we
would call him a gentle.
man. His philosophical
mien was catching. and
we fell to speculating
upon the value wrapped
up in that cuibuncled
Jacket. We asked the
question, ¢ What is he good fur? It is sad
the Creator bas fucmed nothing in vain—
nothing withouta specific plan and design.
Why was this toad made so disgusting, dirt-
coloured. wide-mouthed, pot-bellicd and
moping? There is nothing to inspire cfiec-
tion ov terror.”  Just at that moment a Ies-
tiferous squash bug was crawling upon a
Jeaf. In a moment his eye flashed with in-
telligence, and quick as thought kLis long
tonguc reached the inseet, and his capacious
nouth closed with a snap not unlike a per-
cussion cap.

“A cotrespondent of the Cambridge Chron-
icle, a few years ago, put in u plea for toads,
and justifies his partiality by the following,
which we exteact from his communication :—
‘We have in our garden & small nursery of
plum trees, which bhave nearly been des-
troyed by the canker worm. Lastseason we
commenced shaking them off. Oue day we
obseryed many toads about these trees that

, when we see it

rampled under foot by in-
cunsiderate people, who have learned from
their grandfathers that
it is full of venom."
Our common Canadian

species  (Dufo  Ameri-

several unsuccessful experiments to destroy
them, it oceurred to us that we had scen the
toad feed on them. We accordingly put
about half-a-dozen toads inte tae pit, and in
a few days scarcely an ant was to be
found.?

“+Several years ago a gentleman adver-
tised for toads to put in his garden, for
which he paid a small sum each; and if
others would follow his example, aud thus
induce the hoys to save the toads alive, in-
stead of killing them, all would be the
gainers.

“In proportion to what the toad is capable
of doing, there is not a more useful animal to
man. Inthe search of a livelikood he is sure
to lienefit somchody. 1le has no bad habits,
yet bowoften do we find him the victim of
an ignoraunt and cruel prejudice.

“The toad has had its full share of marvel-
lous tales. Its poisonous properties ave cel-
ebrated in many au ancient chronicle, as

canus) is, in general ap.
pearance, very like the
well-known European
wad. 1ts cggs are de-
positedd in long strings,
and fertilized liko those
of the frog; and like
that animal, the first
stage of il3 existence i3
passed in the wafer, in
the tadpole state.
Another species ot
toad, not so well known
as the foregoing, yet not
uncomnon, is the Tree
Tond (Hyla versicolor),
which spends the greater
part of its life and finds
its prey among the bran-
ches of trees, to which
it clings by means of the
peculiar  conformation
of il: feet, the toesheing
tipp-.d with little round
pellets. Tt is extremely
vatiable in its colour and marhings, and has
the power, morcorer. of changing its hue tv
assimilate it to that of surrounding objects,
in such a manner asto clade detection.  This
peculiarity Is indicated ia its specific name~
versicolor. colour changing. It is said to
possess  also considerable  ventriloguial
power, so as to deceive the listener in regard
to the divection of the sound of its voice, and
render its capture still more difficult—a con-
venient provision of no small consequence
to its safety, as it is extremely noisy. espe-
cially during @amp weather., These twe
species are the most common in Canada, but
several others are met with in different parts
of the continent.  We must reserve further
notice of the ovder to ancther isswe. The
illustration represents the common tree Toad.

Eighteen flocks of wild pigeons passod
over London on the 25th March, proceeding
in a north-easterly divection,



