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Before coneluding I maysay that with regard
%o the wintering problem I have no fear, cellar
i@ slightly damp, but I do nos consider that any
great disadvantage as long as the temperature
is high enough, and always she same. With
bees in good condition, as regards plenty of good
stores and strong in numbers. Of comrse if
temperature of cellar rose and fell in sympathy
with the weather outside, the dampness weuld
be almost ocertain death.
stood at an average of about 44 degrees. very
listle above or below that point since bees were
put in the cellur, and as long as temperature
keeps at that, 1 sce no reason to be afraid of any

. serious winter losses. For ventilation I have
& pipe from within six inches of bottom of
qellar, and connec ing with stove pipe above to
draw damp, cold or foul air from the bottom,
and make room for pure and fresh air coming
io; but although not afraid of the winter on my
ewn account, I believe there will be heavy losses
this winter among farmers and others who keep
shem on the let-alone principle, and neither take
$he time nor the trouble to know what condi-
.vion they are in. There are a lot of peaple in
this country keeping bees who never out out a
gueen cell or return a swarm to the parent hive,
and who cannot be made to believe that two
eolonies can be united without them killing each
other, and after such & reason as the last one
was, bees that were allowed to follow their own
sweet will, are sure to be in poor condition to
.stand the winter, and must in she natural order
of things suffer serionsly if not beeome u total
loss. Let us not, however, rejoice over the
misfortunes of others, although the losses of
sach will be to the advantage of the practical
everyday bee-keepere, who spends his time and
talents in the business, for it is the farmer and
t$he smull go-as-you-please bee-kesper who al-
ways cut the prices and spoil the market for
the men who are trying to buiid up an honor-
able business, and make their bread and butter
out of it; but generlly speaking the Tarmer
spénds nothing on his bees, and looks at any-
thing he gets from them as so much clear pro-
fis, and on going to market takes the first offer,
and that in trade, whatever it may be, and is
happy for bees work for nothing and board
themselves, a sad delusion as all know who are
trying to make & living by keeping them.

ALRx. BrLack.

8Sonya, Dec. 34th, 1890.

You are quite right, friend Black;
the point you make about sealed combs
is well taken. Few of our bee-beepers
imagine the value of such combs to

Theremometor has.

them ; too many fancy that extract
the honey out means so much extract
honey on hand, and at the current pf?
a pound, can reckon up how much they
have made, when ihe fact is that 1f theY
had a portion of their crop sealed *
combs, as you have done, for puttm‘
in their bees in the fall to give eaC
one ample stores for wintering and the®
for spring feeding, one or two seasod
would convince them of the benefit.
Your cross Carniolans have been hy"
brids. Pure Carniolans have pot the
cross disposition you speak of, neith
have they, as far as I can see, the dif’
position to rob. I never had pure Ca*”
niolans do it, but I have had cros
that would rob like everything. Itis®
very difficuit matter to tell a cross b€
tween the Carniolans and the bla
bees except by those who have give?
the matter much attention, and I thi
that hybrids are ofter mistaken for the
pure races A cross between Carniolan®
and Italians is much botter than b€
tween Carniolans and blacks. There
no doubt of what you say th-t the put®
Carniolan is not equai to our best
ians, or what we term Italians in
country, which have a slight tinge
casionally ot Syrian.

There is one point which you do not
mention which I think necessary, tha
15, to take some steps 1o prevent th¢
eggs being matured into little drones:
I recollect trying to see if the bee*
would destroy the eggs, but found the®
feeding and caring for them, and in @
short time, if allowed, the capping ove!
of full combs of drones, this necessitatefi
unnecessary consumption of storeSr
put the combs containing the eg8*
in a cool cellar for 24 hours, or put 18
a tub of cold water, and allow t°
standtor a short time, after whiC
throw the water out of the cells, Thi$
prevents the eggs from hatching an
will kill any larvae in the combs, whic!
the bees will readily remove. It 18
not only the honey consumed and labof
lost in rearing these little drones, but
is the honey they consume afterwards:
They became a hoard of consumers 19
the hive rather than producers, whic
materially effects the surplus honeY
crop.

What you say in reference to farmer$
marketing: honey is true in many 18°



