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DE OMNIBUS REBUS.
July 1st, 1888.

Small vs. large cows—A correspondent, who has devoted
much time and study to the investigation of this question,
says, in a notc on come obscrvations of mine in the Joursal :
“The smaller the animal, the more food per cent of live
weight required to sustain life, but also, the greater effort
made to digest similar food and to turn it into satifactory
use. However, batter being mostly carbon, is it not possible
that the active, nervous little mother will secure more of that
from thé same quantity of life sustaining food 1" Frem the
samg, on “ Contests of Dairy-cattle” : The true difficulty in
suoh competitionsis the proof of a given total quantity of milk

of agiven quality in the year, with the total quantity of elo-
ments of food required to produce .such equally rich milk,
Competitions, therefore, can only be valuable where the ani:
mals can be compared for a lengthened period.”

The Guénon theory, my friend says, is by no means ex-
ploded. *¢ X have never scen a really good milch-cow without,
agood escutcheon. All admit that there must be room for

! the udder, and breadth behiud, and when these are fouud

they are always accompanicd by a good escutcheon ; at least,
it strikes me so.”

Butter-fat in milk.—Agaio, on this subject : * What scems
to vary in milk is batter-fat alone. All the analyses I have
observed~1I am not always a good observer—show about the
same per centage of cascin and sugar, taking the year round.
But the fat varies from 2 ©7,, to even 13 9, in thoso cxcep-
tional butter producers whosc records we see 1o the papers. If
this be so, is not butter-fat the truc point of comparison on
the one side, and the quantity of food required o pradace it
on the other.” This latter point is almost always overlooked,
but wrongly so.”

General-purpose cow.— Where, ob, where is the general
purpose cow>? asks our gorrespondent; Yt strikes me
very foroibly that we have threc varicties of special purpose
cows and nothiog else.” My answor to this question is, that
you import Jerscys, Kyloes, Sussex, and even Dexter-Eerrics,
but you will not import.the English farmer’s general-purpose
cow, the unpedigreed milking Shorthora. Until you do this,
you will never koow what the general-parposo cow really is.
I sce the price of the best stratos of this breed is gotng ap
daily. They are not fit for Sorel sands, but in the Eastern
'Il‘lownships tho land. is almost every where good enough for
them, -

Maize.—~* Tt scoms well sstablished, that. betwesn the



