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jark how she moubts up te nnaounce to the skie's lus retura on,
erth ; listen to the solitary thrush in breken lays singing au hymNt
in his praise,tehilst the monotonous voice of the cuckoois heard,
at a distance. But-PhiloSel too proud of het superiority to
mi.iu' the motley conqert of the dsy, fashionably waits the silent,
night to express in the sweetest aud most enchanting melody, her
delight at the return of thç universal- favourite.

PATiRloTISb.

To the Editor,
Sir,

I was- lately it, cocipany wIth one of those,
metaphvical,- logi, controversisil getlemen; who. detight in
showing off theit argtimentative powers, by opposing every subject
that is introduced, aed, by theé substitution of' subtilties for rea-
son, amd sophistry for'èommon seaseiconftîse the mind of plaiuù
unlogical folkslike your humble servant. The subject we were,
on was Patriotism;- the existence of' which-he denied,. and ran
glibly over ail the comim< arguments generally urged against it,
as well as somne which appeared to me very uncommon indeed.
When I escaped fron his jargon, the conversation ipiroduced the
following thoughts,. which, if you think warthy of a place in the
Enquirer you will oblige me-by their insertion«,

A, Patriot, Sir, I wou]d define as one whose chief principle -o
action is the liberties and welfare'of his. countrymen. To doubt
of the existence of mn who merit the apopellation, or wiat
anounts to- the same, to doubt of the existence of thevirtue itself,
appears to ne to be an instance of the wildest scepticism ; and
were such a doubt fo. have a genera influence, it would prove one
of the most baneful evils that could happen society, and by d's-
troying every social and generous feehng; it would' idtroduce the.
w.retched and tyrannical reign of self.»

Like every other popular ezceUlenee in character, Patriotism,
will have its imitators or hypocrites, and they will most likely be
ze six to one of those who are actuated by ,its genmine primciples&
But this instead of being made an argument against the existent4,-
of this excellence, is. one of the strongest, that can be advanced iu
support of that existence, as-it is a general argomeat, founded on
the nature of things. It is an, axiom, approacbing to, a,
truism that a thing muet exist, befureit can be'imitated<

Patriotism. is a virtue universally and justly*celebratèd. MIL
nations from th'efirst association' of mýnkind, to the present nio-
ment, and fron thé'darkest savage to the inost enlightenel atel--
ligence have sune its praises; and almost deified thuose ineh who;.
have acted upto t sublime- iinpules, which virtue ail men in
ail agesandin all the varied circumstances in. which bture- gy,


