THE ENQUIRER. ae

lark how she moubts up te announce to the skies his return on-
earth ; listen to the solitary thrushin breken luys singing an hymns
in his praise,! Whilst the monotenous yoice of the cuckoo is heard .
at a distance. But—~Philomel too proud of het superiority to

mixin the motley congert of the day, fashionably waits the silent.
night to express in the sweetest aud most enchaating welody, her

delight at the retyrn of the universal fayourite, -

PATRIOTISM. -

"Fo the Editor,

- Sir,
; I was lately i company with one of those
metaphysical, ‘logical,  controversisl . gintlemen; who.delight ‘in’
showing off theit argrimentative powers, by opposing every subject
that is introduced, ‘atd, By thé substitution of subtilties for rea~
son, and sophistry for common sense, confuse the mind of plain
unlogical folks, like your homble servant. - The subject we were.
on was Patriotism ; the existence of which-he denied,. snd ron
glibly over all the common argumnents generally urged againstit,
as well as somne which appeared to me very wncommon indeed.
‘When I escaped from his jargen, the conversation produced the
following thoughts, which, if you think warthy ofa place in the
Enquirer you will oblige me by their insertion.

A Peatriot, Sir, I would define as one whose chjef priaciple of
action is the liberties and welfare of his countrymen, To doubt
of the existence of men who merit the aipellation, or what
amounts to- the same, to doubt of the existence of thewirtue itself,
appears to me to be an instance of the wildest scepticism ; and
were sach a doubt to. have a general influence, it would proxe one
of the most haneful evils that could happen society, and by des-
troying every social and generous feehng ;. it would itroduce the.
wretched and tyrannical reign of self. '

Like every other popular excellence iu character, Patriotism.
will have its imitators or hypocrites, and they will most likely be
ug six to one of those who are actuated by -its gennine principles.:
But this instead of being made an argument against the existeane
of this excelleace, is. one of the strongest, that can be advanced in
support of that existence, as-it is a general argumeat, founded on
the nature of things. It is an axiom approaching: to. a.
truism that a thing must exist; befure it can be'imitated.

Patriotism. is_a virtne universally and justly celebrated; Afl:
nations from the first associations of mankind, to the present mio-.
ment, and from the dackest savage 10 the most enlightenal ‘Favel-
ligence have sung its praises; and simost deified those men who.
have acted up to its sablime: impulses, which virtue all mea in
. ajlages, and in all the varied circumstances in, which hature ray,



