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of the French wvas sueh <as to reconuihe the Indians to their intru-
sion, and even make theni welcome. They really adapted them-
selves to the native's ways, and mnade but little show of taking
hiold of the country, confining their territorial acquisitions within
sucii narrowv limnits as to disarrn suspicion of coveting the conti-
nient. lu the me-antime their treAing-posts, becamre points of mutu-
ally profitable contact, and their coureurs du bois, not disdaining
dulskv mates, produced a race of half-breeds that constituted a
natural bond of peace between the two nations.

Upon Canada passing into the ha.nds of England by the capitu-
lation of 1760, bier native inhabitants were at the first, it is true,
thrown into a threatening state of alarmn and animosity. The
Indians were amazed at the downfall of the Frenchi power, and
lent a ready ear to the fabrications industriously circulated by
crafrv emissaries, that this calamity wvas due to the King of
France having fallen asleep, and the British having- taken advan-
tage of bis slum bers, but that he was now awake again, an-d bis
armies were advancing up the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi
ta expel the intruders from. the country of his red eh idren.

Ptting faith ini the righteousness of bis cause and the ability
Of their former masters to aid them, the Indians rose under
Pontiac in 1763, and a savage war ensued which lasted through
two dreadful years. But this, as it was the flrst, may also be said
to have been the last serions embroilmnent between the natives
and their new rulers.

The Frenchi influence did not. of course, extend beyond the Great
Lakes, and when the IEnglish came to deal with the kndians au

~first hand, as they bad to do in opening the North-West for settie-
inent, it is natural to inquire how they fared; and the answer is,
flot less well, for the same valuable service that was rendered
them by the Freneh in the east was performed by the Hudson's
%~y Company in the west, and ail they had to do was to be faith-
fui in their engagements and firm in their management.

This remarkable corporation, -whose proper titie was cThe
3 overnor and Company of Adventurers of England trading ini

j ludson's 1a34" began their operations about the year 1677, and
Sthenceforward during two, centuries, although occasionally inter-
fered ivith by the French, held possession of the most stupendous
land property that ever submitted t(, private ownership, which

~theY took exceeding care to maintain as a fur-preserve. Accord-
ingly, while ail attempts at settlement were strenuously discour-
age-d, the good-will of the Indians was as sedulously cultivated,
with thc resuit that from Fort Churchill, on the shores of flIud-
BOiV's Ray, to Fort McLeod, nestling among the foot-his of the


