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THE RIGHT 0F OPINION.

t t is flot giveti tu ai to see aud1( un1
derstand àlike. An oid iiaxiim savs:
b'lany meni of inaiw' ninds.- It blas

always been su, and always xviiI ie.
Ihlere is as mucb liflerenc iii rinds

as there is iin bodies. Nu twu are u\-
actly alike. T'he Great (Creator l)uult
uis that way, and His wvurks ean not l)e
chu riged. Even miakingf mier Miasons
docs not wipe out this différence.

Edj tors are conistructed tipon this
saine )riflciple. No two of thein agree
iii ail things. In tact. to clisagree often-
tlnes scems best to serve their l»urPose.
Oridina.rjil' nieri do as they J)iease ýal)out

e)rsigan opinion. Editors are ex-
pecte(I to give thuirs on ail sorts of1 sub-
jects for the benefit uf others. 'Vbey
have différent wavs of (loi ng this. Sorne
tiiiidly , su as to leave the reader in
cloubt, througb fear of displeaqing.
Others have very 1.ronou nced views
and frecly expýlress theml. We like to
see a man, have the "'courage of his
convictions " and stand bv themn. This
quality in an editor gives tone and force
to bis writinIgs, and causes others to
tbink and investigate.

Masonry affords a large field for
di(ièérences of opinion. Maisoie iaws,
usages, traditions and rituals are each
fruifül in this diversity. Mýasonic
Landmnarks are said to be general and
immiovable. Everv Ma-son is soleemnly
pledged to observe and not remiove
temi, but even these have been sub-
jectud to the whinis of Grand I .di'es.
Th'le Grand l.odge of nadcbge
"free born" to free mian," and that

of Frnenu longer puts its - trust in
(;ud." A proper course to stecr, in
thuse modern tiimes, thus becomles
much a nmatter of opinion,, 'l'le way
one lias l)cen taughit generally seemis to
bliîil the best. Instructors inîpress
u1pon the minds of their pupils that
their wvay is right, conseqniently any
other must he wrong. "When doctors
(lisa'grec who shahl decide ?

'b'le tbougbt uppcriiost in our mind
Nvheni we wrote - 'l'le Right of Opin-
ioni,* at the head of this article, Nw'as,

irst, as the editor of a Masonie journal
do we enjoy this rigbt, and, second, if
our opinions are honcstly expressed and
(>Ii1sistefltly sul)ported by everx' act of

Mir ifeé, what rigbit lias a contemnporarv
to impugu ou- motives, and say that

'1'here is a eut under the mleal, or anl
* unldue svmipathy' whicb nial' develop
into the over act."* Sucb an insiaia-
tion is a slander whicb no true i\Viasoii
would itter against a l)rother. 'Ili e
One %wbu wrote it- often prates of Ma
5(>nic ebarity and brotherly love. He
should miake tbern tenents of his prac
tice as well as of Lis profession as a
Mason. We commeiýd for bis special
henefit a careful reading of tbe first ive
verses of the seventb chapter of the

G(ospel according to St. Matthew."*
Opinions- are formied by the best in-

formation Nwe bave. They rnay be cor-
rect or erroneous. The rigbit to enjo\
one's own opinion, wvben honestlv
formied under tbe best ligbit bie can olh
tain, is the privilege of every man. A
Masonic editor is no exception to this
ruie, but lie bias no license to censure
or isjudge a brother editor because of
différence of opinion. Wben inclined
to do su lie sbould regard it as a pre-
nionition that the tim-e bias corne when
bis talent can be employed to better
purpose in somne other line of business.
--Masonic Advoca/e.

BRO. NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE.

He %vas born in 1769, was First Con-
sul of France in 1795, and Emperor of
the French in 1804. The date and
place of bis initiation are undecided;
but according to I3esuchet, it %as mn

Mýalta, 1798. As Emiperor hie did not
speciaill recognize Mfasonry, but tacitly
to1erated it, by designating bis b)rotheýr
joseph as its future bead:; and Mar-
shal Prince Camhaceres to be Deputy
Grand Master, holding tbe latter di-
rectly responsible to him for the good
behavior of tbe brethren. Regiments
wvhich had distinguished themselves
wvere allowed to hold military Lodges,
as a mark of consideration. Masonry
fullowed the French arrns round the


