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Every ons who receives
this paper is respectfully
requastad to read avery
part of it carefully. Itis
a journal that no Can-
adian temperance work-
er cac afford to be with-
out. The subscription
prics is almost Insignifi-
cant. (In the presant
campalgn for prohibition
legislation In Ontario it
will be of intense intarast
and great value.

THE PROHIBITION BILL.

As matters now stand the prohibi-
tion bill beforo the Legisinture, and
which has passed its second reading,
provides for as strong and cffective
u measure of Provincial prohibition
as it is within the power o7 the Leg-
islature to enact. Too much im-
portance cannot be attached to this
fact. Strenuous efforts are belng
made by the liquor party to discre-
dit the law and make it appear as
a partial and lax piece of legisla-
tion. It is really in the most ef-
fective and rigid form which earnest
and well qualified prohibitionists
could devise,

The act, If passed by the Legisin-
ture, will be submitted to o vote of
the electors qualified to vote at the
election of members for the Legisla-
tive Assembly. Voting wil' take
place upon a date in November not
yet declded upon, and will be subject
Lo all the provisions oi the election
law regarding corrupt practices,
closing of saloons and the other con-
ditions to secure a fair expression
of pubtic opinion.

To bring the bill into force in the
Province, it must be ratified by a
majority of the votes cast, which
must also be a majority of the to-
tal vote polied in the Legislative As-
sembly elections of 1898, The to-
tal vote polled at that time was
426,976. To szcure prohibition
there mwust, therefore, be cast in fa-
vor of the present mensnre 213,459

It 218,489 voi-~s are cast in favor
of the bil}, the Lieutenant-Gosernor
in Council shall lssue a proclamation
which will bring the act into opera-
tion on the firat day of May, 1904,

THE UNFAIR CONDITIONS.

In the debate in the Legistature
of the Prohibition Bill, discussion
waxed warm over the question of
whether or not the referendum was
a constitutional or Britishr method of
legislating. With the exception of
Mr. Marter, the speakers devoted
comparatively little attention to
the much greater violation of all
principles of Britisb falr play con-
tained in the provision that a major-
ity of the votes cast for prohibition
shondd not prevail unless the total
vote cast amounted to 818,489, As
the_ bill stands, the liquor men may
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unite to stay at home and yet win "tighit, howeser Gifficult or ancertain, | provineial prolubit.on as 1t 1~ pos-
even though they shoutd be in a min- They hive voted twice for prolbi- [sible o devise, under tne powers
ority of 200,000 of the votes cast, tion, recording majoritios strong en- L that o Teginla Qe possesses 11 s
— ough to justify definito  and thor- | the steetest probiition that 10 s

This unjust proposal is of so ridi-
culous n character that it is hard
to undeestand how the members of
the Governmcnt can place thewselv-
es I the unenviable position  of
ndopting, to defeat the prohibition-
igts, ay wexpedient so utterly illogie-
al as to be absolutely grotesque. No
man of them I8 stuplt cnough to fail
to sce the foolishuess of submitting

to the electors the question oi pro-

hibition, and making its approval
conditional upon the polling of u ma-
jority equal to a majority oif an-
other vote polledd four years pre-
viously on o totally different issue.
The liguor men must laugh in their

"sleeves at the pulpably farcial char-

acter of the absurd scheme by which
their selfish interests are so clev-
erly protocted and promoted.

Cufortunately, the farce becomes
n tragedy when this unreasonable
and nonsensical scheme Is used for
the purpose of blocking a movement
which aims at checking a fearful
evil that is bringing degradation and
sin, sorrow and ruin to thousands of
Canadian homes. It is hard to fiud
wonds strong enough to fittingly de-
scribe the discreditable method of
mrofessedly  offering . remedy for
these teerible evils while prescribing
conditihnsg to make the remedy unat-
talnable.

The total vote polled for prohibi-
tion in Oatario in the plebiscite of
IXU8 was 154498, Sir Wifril Lan-
rier stated that the vote polled on
that oceasion was “under the cir-
cumstances a lnwege one.”  To win
under the proposed conditions or the
coming referendum, probibitionists
would have to lncrense this vote by
38,991, that 18, by over thirty-eight
per cent.  The total wmen's ‘votes
polled in the plebiscite o0 1801 was
180,087. This  was wbinitted by
overybody to be a vote o  great
magnitnde and a strong expression
of publie opinion., Tik new require-
ment is that prohibition will not be
carried unless the vote polled in its
favor 18 33,402, or more than twen-
ty-four per cent. greater than the
real vote of 1804, It is o handicap
that cannot be justified on any
ground of probability or any prinei-
ple of fale.play.

The bill befove the House maKes it
possible for prohibitionists to poll a
vate of more than double that of the
liquor parcy and yet have the legis-
lation they support defeated, while
the views of o comparatively small
minority may prevail. 1t proposes
the double injustice of defeating the
expressed will of a greut majority
and insisting that the will of & com-
paratively few may decide what
form of legislution shall prevail. It
is legislation in the interests of the
liquor party, and class legislation of
the most flagrant kind.

———

The temperance workers of Onta-
rio have never yet shrunk from any

ouglyrotng legislaton. No govern-
nnt or legislature has o rvight to
tmpose upon them such conditious as
those with which this bl proposes
(o fettor tieir efforts. A direct re-
fusal to carey oat the Governmaents
promise would be more straightfor-
witnd than this attempt to present
what the bill professes to grant

Probably neser before in the his-
torry of demoeratic government was
there projosed any legislative me-
thod so illogical, o one-gided nnd »o0
unjust. It ought to eadl forth the
indignation of every friend of the
temperance cause, of every lover of
cqual righty, of every honest cltizen,
It ought to be rejected by the Leg-
istnture, which body may thus save
itself from the charge of undignified
trickery and inesvcusable injustice.

PROVINCIAL PROHIBITION

In the hot controsversy that has
been going on over the terms of the
projosed  referendum, temperance
workers have pald too little atten-
tion to the clover campalgn of mis-
representation that has  been car-
ried on concerning the legislntion up-
on which the people arce to be asked

1to vote. N

The liquor party have endeavored
to make it appear that the new law
is full of lvopholes and defects, per-
mitting forms of liquor selling and
tending to bring  about conditions
which they profess to deplore. They
are specialty diligent in making it
appear that the law will encourage
liquor  selling in drug  slores, and
home drinking.

Briefly stated, the new law abso-
lutely prohibits all sale or keeping
fur sale of intoxicuting liquor by any
person in the Province of Ontario to
any person in the Province of Onta-
rio except under the following con-
ditions: (1) Wholesale druggists who
are specially licensed may scll under
rixid restrictions for mechanical and
scientific purposes, and to registered
medieal men and  specially licensed
deugzists.  «2) Retail drugeists who
are specially leensed may sell under
similar restrictions for medicinal or
sacramaeantal parposes.

The provisions for the carrying out
of thiy prohibition are of the most
complete and effective character, in-
cluding requirements of certificates
and prescriptions from qualified pro-
fesglonal men and sworn officinl re-
tu.ns of all sales made. 'The spe-
clally licensed drugglsts will be un-
der much stricter restrictivns than
those that now goveru all druggists
under the license law.

Buying for homre use is absolutely
prohibited unless the liquor is pur-
chased from some person in another
province or country. No sale or
giving of liquor in clubs or shope or
offices is in any way permitted. The
law is about as Figid a weasure of

now  possible o s 1 seeggg

Angone who sells. ar keeps for
side, or gives ava), bguor unlaw fal-
[y, any dicensed draggist who selis
ean unlaw fal place or an arlawful
uantity, or allows ligaor lawfully
sokd to be drauk on his preuiises, any
vne who suapplies lquor to au illieit
seter, and aoyaae who sells or gives
Liegnor inotny club, i Babee fopr a fiest
offence to a fine of not fess than
S2Z00 dior wmore than $1,000, and
defanlt of wmnneduite pigwent to nae-
prisonment for frow three to sy
months, and fer o sccond oftenee Lo
imprisomment for not less than sis
months  nor  wore  than twelve
o tig, 10w leensed deagggist v
his tgent is the offemder, Uhe Teense
is forfeited and cannot Le renewed
for three years.

Any  speciatly  licensed  dreaggist
who sells withoust proper affidavit or
other authority or fails to make and
report record of sales, any person
Knowingly using liguor  unbaswfully
purchased or  consuming lujuor on
premises where sold, any physician,
dentist o yveterinary surgeon who
uses his posttion to aid in the evasion
of the law, and any jerson who gives
liquor to & winor without authorit
of fathier, mother, guardian cr phy-
sieian, is linble for o first ulfenee
to & fine of not less than fifty Jdol-
lars nor more than throe hundresd
dollars, and in defanlt of immediate
puyment to imprisoiment {or {rom
two to four months; unrd for a sic-
ond offence to a fine of not less than
$100 nor more than $500, and .n de-
fault of immediate payment to im-
prisonment for from four to vight
months, with siwilar  provisions
about forfeiture of license and dis-
qaalification of leensew.

A8 a measute of prohibitory legis-
lation this taw i iar abead of any-
thing ever before draftul in thus
country. it is wot fair to compare
it with the Scott Act or any other
measuro wore locul in 1ls natare or
less stringent in its provis.ons It
is an honest attompl to desvise the
most effective  kind of proliitory
law. It was the work of snilled atnd
expericnced g rofessicnal men in Mana
itoba, who were nlso earnesl advo-
cates of total prenibition.

THE BAR.

A poet has sakl of the saioon that
it is appropriately called o bar:

A bar to heaven, a door to heit,

Whoever uamed it, named it well.

A bar to mantiness and wealth,

A door to want and broken health.

A bar to honor, pride and fame,

A door to sin and grief and shame;

A bar to hope, a bar to prayer,

A door to darkness and despair;

A bar to honored, useful life,

A door to brawling, senseless

girife;

A bar to all that's true and brave,

A door to every drunkard’'s grave;

A bar to joy that home imparts,

A door to tears and aching hearts;

A bar to heaven, a door to hell,

Whoever named it, namad it well.
: —National Advocate



