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January Notes for Amateur Flower Growers
Frank Wise, Peterboro, Ont.

January is the month when both the
professional and amateur gardener can
take a flttle time to revipw their work of
the past year and lay plans for another.
No matter how successful the gardener is
lie can always see where lie bas made
mistakes and lay plans to avoid them in
the~ future. Then, also, no gardener,
however small, can get along without ex-
perirnenting to some extent. We can
benefit partially by other people's experi-
ence, but conditions vary. This is es-
pecially noticeable in the different kinds
of soil. Fertilizers that will help a crop
i one field will act the ver.y opposite
in another, prodtucing the same kind of

crop. Especîally is this the ,caýe in the
heavy clay soul. Sandy, and loamy soil:
are not so susceptible to, an overdose .)f
mân11ri,. Being- norous. thev can cast

VJ

treatment they have been getting in the
greenhouse. Syringe them with tepid~
water once a day. This is better done
in the morning as it allows themn timne to
dry off. before night. Do flot subject
themn to too great a chan~ge in tempera-
ture, but give them as near 6o or 65 de-
grees of heat as possible. Last, but flot
least, do flot water them until the
earth will crumble in your fingers, then
moisten them thoroughly. Do flot allow
the water to stand continually in the sau-
cer. If these instructions are followed,
you will be more likely to keep your plant.
alive instead of consigning it to the ash-
heap in the back yard i a week or two.
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enred twice a week for a few weeks, after,
whiçh once a week w'Ill do. A good plan
is to take it to the sink and give it a
shower bath with a small watering can.
A frequent sponging with soapy water
will be beneficial.

.Do flot water until the plant become-ý
dry. Most palrns do flot dry out very
quickly owing to having been fresh pot-
ted or having poor drainage. If when
watering the water should remain on the
top of the pot, the earth bas either be-
corne baked or the drainage clogged. To
overcome this, take a pointed stick and
loosen the top earth in the pot. Turn up
your pot and dlean out the hole left for
drainage by pushing your stick two or
three inches up into, the pot. If this
should not remedy the trouble it will ioe


