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associated with Him. It is to our reproach
that His work does not advance, that
it is hindered and kept back through our indif-
ference and want of zeal. For example, we
might, if we would but do our part, readily
supply the Church’s ministrations without stint
in Algoma and the Northwest. Surely our
courage will never falter, our hopes will be ever
strong and high, if we keep in mind that
the work is God’s work, that He has not with-
drawn from it and left it all to us. Directly
and indirectly, He is ever working with us.
We are not working apart from Him or
without Him, He is working, and we are
His fellow-workers. This one fact must banish
fear and brighten our most sanguine hopes.

We do not know, we cannot tell, why the
Most High 2nd Mighty Ruler of the universe
does not weary of our indifference, and our slug-
gishness. Whydoes Henot take His work, which
is so precious to Him, out of oxr hands and
entrust it to some cother of His countless hosts
of ministers? That He still trusts us, that He
still continues us in our position of fellow-
workers with Himself, is manifest. The grow-
ing missionary zeal of both our clergy and
laity are encouraging proofs to you of this. In
this spirit we appeal to you to-day.

Not a few amongst us seem to weary of Al-
goma. It appears so long since this first
missionary child of the Canadian Church was
born that some are thinking it should be of
age, that it should be now walking alone. We
have, indeed, a right to enquire whether the peo-
ple in Algoma are doing all they can and ought
to do for themselves ; but our knowledge of the
long years during which some of the congre-
gations in ourolder dioceses have found it neces-
sary to accept aid from the English societies
tforbids any surprise that Algoma is not yet
able to do without our aid. The bishops who
have visited some of the cungregations in Al
goma during the enforced absence of the dio-
cesan can testify to the spirit that prevails
—a spirit which will render them impatient of
accepting the bounty of others one year longer
than is unavoidable, It must be very painful
for them to have the impression that we
in the east are wearying of them. We would
have them believe that our sole desire is that
they should learn, as soon as their circum-
stances permit, to rely whol'y on themselves,
But we know that long years must pass ere this
position can be reached. Inthe meantime, let
us not be weary in our well-doing. Let our
gifts be freely bestowed out of loving hearts
full of sympathy for them, their clergy, and
their bishop.

Time forbids our dwelling on the circum-
stances and needs of each of the dioceses in the
Northwest. The help we divide among them
is so small that we cannot avoid a sense of
shame and reproach as we look over the an-

naal report of our Domestic and Foreign Mis-
sionary Society.

Little wonder if the bishopsin the Nortirwest
manifest serious anxiety about this, in view of
the gradual withdrawal by the Euglisn societies
of their aid,

No doubt the standard of giving among us,
brethren, is very low, and the number who sys.
tematically set apart for God's work in the
world a certain fixed proportion of their in-
come is small. Still the number is steadily in-
creasing, and the money which passes through
our society to aid the domestic and foreign
fields is multiplying year by year, We must
not expect to advance by leaps and bounds.
Growth slow and gradual is God's own law.
Yet we must be busy and persistent in i. ~icing
all our frmilies, and every individual, from the
time he begins to earn anything, to adopt a
high standard of giving to God and His Church,
and to live up to that standard on principle,
according to a settled plan. Begin to-day by
doubling the amount you have hitherto given
to domestic missions in answer to the appeal
at Ascensiontide,

Last year the Church of England in Canada
raised for domestic missions, t.e., for Algoma
and the Northwest, $26,516.74. Most of us
will be ready to acknowledge at once that this
amount ought to be largely increased. All che
cong:regations in the ten dioceses which now
constitute this ecclesizstical province ure both
willing and able to give in the aggregate a
much larger sum.

“We appeal to them, one by one, through
their clergyman, who, by virtue of his office. 13
the agent of our missionary society, to give up
to their power to aid the Church in her domes-
tic field. The need for all that our congregaticns
can reasonably contribute is pressing, The
English sccieties are withdrawing year by year
their aid. The work must pe reduced, the
number of cleigy must be diminished, unless
we supply in some measure the decrease in
the grants from England. Otaer Christian
bodie: in Canada are providing for their own peo-
ple in the Northwest. No large sums are sent
by societies from Scotland and England for
the maintenance and extension of their reli-
gious services. The money is supplied in gener-
ous amounts from Eastern Canada.

What others are doing we can do—aye, and
we arc willing ‘o do. The English societies
are withdrawiug their aid, not suddenly, but in
small amounts year after year, in the confident
expectaticu that the congregations in the
Northwest will, with our assistance, be able to
meet the reduction. They claim that they are
fully justified in withdrawing from Canada
because it is growing in wealth, and the
Church of England in Canada ought to sup-
port her own missions. They point to the
fact that elsewhere in the world eight ban-



