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THE MONTHS.-FEBRUARY. * | St. Valentine's day bids fair Io go down the
stream tif lime with unabated poxpl!arity, and few

This month among te ancient Romans vas young people need to be reminded of the preciso
the last of tIse year, in which they werc accus- period wlheni it ocecnrs. Tn Enigland, lthe belief is
tomed to offer tu the Cods expiatory sacrifices as
an atonement for their year's transgressios.
These oblations were called Februalia, from
which was probably derived the piresenit name of
the month. The Saxons called it Sjrout-Iile,
from tha circumstance of the cabbaee tuibe iii tIhe
moderate climate of tIhe British Islands, begii-
ning to sprout during tihis mon'lh. It vas after-
wards changed to SoI-1onat/t, or Sun-Aontl/t
indicating the increasing influence of that lumi-
nary in awakening fsom the slimbers of winter
both animals and plants.

This month has been variously represented by
the painter. as a mari habitel in a dark or sky
colored gaîment, holding in his hand the astro-
nomical sign of Pisces, or the fishes. Among
the Saxons it vas pictured as a vine-dresser,
engaged in the important act of pruning, as Ibis
needful operation is ususally pesformcd on the
grape and fruit trees generally, at ihis season. I
In other pictures February is represenied as a
man clad in a white robe, vith a wreath of snnr
drops around his lead; inidicating the continu-
ance of siern winter's reign, nhviu the cheering,
signs of approaciuing Spring.

Candlenas occuirs at the commencement of
this month, and is art ancient feast of the Clnrch,
in commemoration of the Purificat ion of tIle
Blessed Virgin. In England, itis festival is still
regared by many of the older mbshabitants, as a
sort of seasonal epoch, by which they regulate
some of their agricultural and domestie opera-
(ions. Tis is only one of many instances n sich
might he adduced, showing hcv our ancestors
were guided iii their rural pursuils by tlhe eccle-
siastial, a.4 well as the naturai year. At tihis
festival a multitude of candles was used in the
churches, during tIse celetbration of public wor-
ship; (ience the name,) and the mode-1, deli-
cale snowdrop, ofien pee'fing through the snsow
at this early season vas designated, ins the lan-
guage of poetry and hope, us "our lady, or fair
maid of February,." and "Purification Flower."
Mrs. Earbauld thus graphically describes this
early messenger of Sprisng :- r

Athenr lnow Ie !s..ow-td.p clares arppzr,
h'le fir-s. p-:e ttosnm tif the uîislitii year; o

As tor.ils wirenms hiy somie -,rwring power, 4
itad e ntiiiig s., iet$ te utimo f 1nwer ' ,
lis ul:inmn <ine tisse Ilie tscaiies, paiu retainss, ,
Asid winlter tiiners inl its icy veiss. t

still common that the pairiung of birds takes place
011 this day ; and hov mansêy amorous associa-
lions are connected with its observanccs! Birds
¡n tat climale begii Io build and sing; several
flo.vers and sirubs are opening their tender
and rrodest pesa!s, and tIse ieanrt is thrilled vith
deligit at thsese evidences of the welcome advent
olspring. How few there are, who, after many
years tossing on tIse waves of this iroublesome
world, can recail tiheir early associations of the
phenomensa and observances of tihis seuson of
hope, but with. ningled feelings of pleasure and
regret !

Sirove Tuesday quickly follows, a!(d amidst
the wreck of clange, still maintains in the
popular mind sone ofits ancient chtacteristics.
It is said Io have derived ils mame from the old
Saxon word, shive, signifying confession; in
reference to an ancient and long abiding prac-
tice of the Citurch, as preparatory to a profitable
observance of the season of Lent. A bell was
tunsg ils the Parish church on tlhe morning of
Shiove Tuesday to summon the people to their
religious dulies ; a custom yet observed iu a few
of the quiet, tmrai places of old Engasd, vhere.
the progress of modern changes is tlhe feelings
and habits of the people, is comparatively slow.
After confession tihey were permitted ho partici.
pate in recreations anud festive amusements; but
as meat was forbidden, pan-cak es or fi itiers were
made and allowed as a substitute; isence the
name of i pan-cake bell," and i pan-cake
Tuesday,I' of which many of onr readers, even
in Ihis 6 new world," continue to preserve some
clherisied memories and gratifying associations.

Our forefathers lived in aruder age and exercis-
ed a larger faith tian seems compatible with the
spirit and tendencwies ofthe preset. Yet it fairly
idmilsof a question, n helhersome of IL.e charac.
eristics of a simpler form ofcivilizatiion were not
betleradaptei tothe prormoioun of social happiness
and goîod neighbourly feeling; to health of body
and real peace of mid ; ihan tise twcensitng, fever-
sh pursuit of wealth, and the undivided n orsiip of
nammon, hVlicih so painfully distisngnish our
wni advanced times. The holidays, anssd social
aherings so common o " merrie Ensgland I" in

he olden times, were, it slsould be remesnbered,
a large etent, regulated by the ecc:esiastical


