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i - EDITOR’s PREFACE.

.The King called her to court at a
tempeftuous feafon of life, when the paf-
fions reign uncontrouled, and by corrupt-
ing the heart, enlarge the underftanding.

They who are near the perfons of
. Kings, for the moft part, furpafs the com-
mon run of mankind, both in natural and
acquired talents ; for ambition is ever at-
tended with a fort .of capacity to com-
pafs its ends; and all courtiers are am-
bitious. , )

No fooner does the Sovereign - take a
miftrefs, than the courtiers flock about her.

Their firft concern is to give her her cue; .

for as they intend to avail themfelves of

her intereft with the Kidg, fhe muft be .

made acquainted with a multitude of things :
fhe may be faid to receive her iutelligence

from the firft hand, and to draw her know- -§

ledge at the fountain head. -~ :
Lewis XV. intrufted the Marchionefs de

Pompadour with the greateft concerns of 1

the nation; fo that if fhe had been~without
thofe abilities which diftinguifhed. her ‘at
Paris, fhe muft flill have improved in the
- fchool of Verfailles. ‘ '

Her talents did not clear her in the
public eye; never was a favourite more

outrageoufly pelted with pamphlets, or ex- ]

. pofed ..to more clamorous invetives, - Of

. * this ‘her Memoirs are a full demonttration ; §
" her enemies charged her with many very §¢

pdious vices, without fo much as allowilng
hey
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