15

siege worxs zig-zag up to a besieged city. On a nearer view the camp
line changes to ruined marble palaces, and" through their tremendous
walls and giant woods you will soon be ‘dashing on the train for a
winter basking on the warm Pacific coast. You havea country whose

value it would be insanity to question, and which, to Jjudge from -

the emigration taking place from the older Provinces, will be in-
dissolubly linked with them. It must support. a vast population.
If we may calculate from the progress we have already made in com-
parison with our neighbours we shall have no reason to fear
comparison with them on the new areas now open to us. Excluasive
of Newfoundland, we have now four million four hundred thousand
people, and these, with the exception df the comparatively small
numbers as yet in this Province, are restricted to the old area.
Yet for the last ten years our increase has been'over. 18 per cent.,
whereas during the same period all the New England States taken
together have shown an increase only of 15 per cent. In the last
thirty years in Ohio the increase has been 61 per cent.—Ontario has
been during that spaceof time 101 per cent. of increase, while Quebez
4 lLas increased 52 per cent. Manitoba in 10 years has increased 289
§ per cent, a greater rate than any hitherto attained, and, to judge
¥ from this year’s experience, is'likely to 1ucrease to an even more
% wonderful degree during the following decade.  Statistics are at all
times wearisome, but are not these full of hope? Are they not facts
giving just ground for that pride in our progress which is conspicuous
among our people, and ample reason for our belief that the future
may be allowed to take care of itself? They who pour out pro-
phecies of change, prescribing medicines for a sound body, are wast-
ing their gifts and their time. It is among strangers that we hear
¢ such theories propounded by destiny men.  With yvou the word
i ‘“annexation” has in the last year§ only been heard in connection
3 With the annexationof more territory to Manitota. 1 must apologize
3 to a Canadian audience for mentioning the word at all in any other
% connection. In America the annexation of this country is disavowed
i Dby all responsible writers. As it was well expressed to me lately, the
.§ best men in the States desire only to anncx the friendship and good
4 will of Canada. (Eoud cheers.) To be sureit may be otherwise with
% the camp followers ; they often talk as if the swallowing and digestion
& of Canada by them were only a question of time, and of rising reason
§ 2mongst us. How far the power of the camp followers extends it is
1 not Tor us to determine. They have, however, shown that they are
j powerful enough to capture a few English writers, our modern
8 minor prophets who, in little magazine articles, are fond of teaching
4 the nations how to behave, and whose words preach the superiority
% of other countries to their own, and the proximate dismemberment
§ of that British Empire which has the honour to acknowledge them
1 as citizens. They have with our American friends of whom I speak
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