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The Author of this volume does not feel much '~'apology o

necessary for its publication, though the world is already
flooded with Rhyme, upon almost every conceivable subject,

‘and most of it of a very mediocre character.

Though living‘ but a short time upon a Bush- farm, my
experiences were of such a practical nature as to entitle me to
epedlx with confidence on many rural matters. The religious

oplmom so frequently and strongly expr ressed are the result of
" a carcful study of God’s Word, and I feel that for them no

apology i is, necessarv.

To learning I make but the r’nosf slender pretentions,
Born in onie of the humblest ranks in life, and going to my trade

. at the commencement of my - feens, and working long weary

hours for seven years at that trade, T found little opportunity

of attaining anything like proficiency in literary composition.

Many of my minor pieces have already seen the light in local

- and other newspapers, etc., and acting on the advice of several-
SN——

literary friends I have at last gathered my principal poems

. together in_a permanent form.. Should this effort not meet
- with publi¢ favor, the offense—if such it be—is not likely to
be repeated, as I am now over sixty-five vears of age. Many
of the productions 6f my humble Muse were conceived, and-
~in a great measure composed while working at the bench—to

which I am still confined, in order to provnde for my family s
needs. ' :
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