
-.'PRE:FACE.0

The Author of this volume does not feel much'.apology
necessary for its publication, though the world. is alreadv

flooded'wIth Rhyme, upon almost every conceiliable subject,
and most of - it of a very mediocre character.

Thougrh liv, ine but a short time upon a Bush- farm, my
experiences..were of such a 1fractical nature as to etititle me to
speak- with confidence on manv rural matters. The relicyious
opiiiions so frequently. and ýç;trongl,% expres'ed are the re-s-uit of

careftil studY of God's Word, atid I feel that for them no
apology is, necessary-

To Icarning 1 make* but the most -slender pretentions.
or in one of the humblest ranks hi lifé and oroin'r to

n- ýn.v- trade
at the commenceinciit of mv teens,* ' a * nd working long weary

hours' for seven ye 1 , at that trade, -I found little oP
-Of attaining. ânything like proficiency in literary composition.
Man ' of v. minor piecc.s have already seen the licsht in local

.and 'ther newspapers, etc., and acting on the advi
-ce of severâl-

litetary friends I have at last gýtheréd M'y principal * poems
toaether in a permanent form. . Should thili, effort not meet

with publiè favor,ý the offense-if -such it be-is not likelv to
be-repeated, as 1 amnow ùver sixtv-fivé vèars o . f age. Many
of the productions bf * m humble Muse -were concei'ed and,y
in a crreat mçasure composed, while working at the bench-to

which I am. still co n*fined, in order to provide for my family's
need-sO


