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LAND ACT
Form of Notice

and District—District of Wew
Westminster.

notice that Guy Frederick Fox,
ouver, B.C., occupation, lumder-
tends to apply for permission to
e following described lands:—
1encing at a post planted on the
st shore of Frederick Arm on
d point between Frederick Arm
tero Basin and about two miles
bf the northeast corner of West-
Edmonds’ lease No. 90; thence
en (10) chains; thence west two
pins, more or less, to low water
thence north ten (10) chains;
east two (2) chains, more or less
point of commencement contain-
(5) acres more or less.
GUY FREDERICK FOX,

, January 16th, 1909.

IMILLING & MINING CO., LTD.

annual general meeting of the
company will be held at the of-
the undersigned, Room 11, Promis
Victoria, B.C.,, at 11 am. on
y, March 1st, 1909. By order, A.
geson, Acting Secretary.

FURE BRED LIVESTOCK

IDARD Bred S. C. White Leghorns,
ets and hens, for sale, from $1.00
from Captain Mitchell’'s famous
g strain, Santa Barbara, Cal.
est T Hanson, Cowichan Station,

P PULLER for sale or for hire,
contracts taken. G. Ducrest,

neide Road.

ED—Position as editor or edit-
manager of country newspaper by
erienced practical printer; speci-
f of work submitted. 282 Col-
bt. f1

Tuesday, February 16, 1808,
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BILL TO PROVE -}

GONTENTIOUS

Insurance Measures Meeting

With a Strong Opposition
From Boards of Trade

A LETTER DEFENDING IT

F.V. Bodwell Claims It is in In-
terest of the Insured—
Cri’gcisms

The fire insurance bill which the
underwriters are endeavoring to pre-
vail upon the government tc accept as
a government measure is exciting a
great dgal of opposition throughout
the province,

various delegationg’ have interview-
ed the executive and more are coming.
Resolutions have been,adopted by daif-
ferent boards of trade, ,On the cther
hand the underwriters maintain that
the bill is in the interests of the in-
sured as much as in that of the board
companies.. -On-  behalf of the board
of trade D. R. Ker and J. J. Shallcross
have made a statement of their posi-
tion as has Chris Spencer, while thé
following letter from E. V. Bodwell,
K.C., who is acting in the interests of
the underwriters, is in answer to the
report of the committee of the Vie-
toria Board of Trade which appeared
in the Colonist yesterday morning:

Mr. Bodwell’s Letter.

Sir: In the issue of the Colonist
published on the 13th instant, appears
a copy of the report of the special
committee of the Bcard® of Trade on
the bill relating to fire insurance com-
panies.

As I have taken some part in the
preparation of this bill I have been
requested by those interested in its
promotion toc make a statement with
respect to the measure, and to eriti-
cise some parts of the report..

The committee have not been candid |’

with the public in publishing the re-
port in its present form. Before it
was prepared, at,the request of the
committee I attended their meéting,
together with certain persons interest-
ed in the bill, and explained its pro-
visions fully. . The report, however,
makes no mention of the suggestions
which we then made, but is drawn as
if it were the purpose of those who are
pressing the bill ypon. the government
to endeavor to carry it through in its
criginal form. It was explained to the
committee that it would be suggested
to the government to make a special
exception of Lloyds’ Underwriters, so
that they would not:be.required to
fulfill all t conditions which it was
thought mifght properly be impowed
upon other fire insurance companies
doing business in thé" provimce. It
was also explained to the esmmittee
that the gov4 ent had already in-
Ftimated. that, wemld except Can-
edian Mufual ¢ompanpies. from. the ep-
eration of the act, 'and that the only
question to be considered in that cons
nection was, whether mutual com-
panies - orgarnized in foreign countries
should not be compelled to come under
the regulations which are to he im-
posed. upen _ joint stock. companies. On
principle, there does not seem to be
any gdod reascn why mutual com-
panies should be exempted if it - is
right to create the provision with res-
pect to joint stock companies.

It is a mistake to suppocse tbat the
proposed act will impose any serious
burden upon any company seeking to
do business in British Columbia. Such
a company is only required to file with
the finance minister a concise statc-
ment. of its financial position, which
will ‘be’ kept ;as a public record to
which any person wishing to be in-
formed may have easSy access. ' This
is a provisicn with which all licensed
companies must comply at the present
time, 1
make any material change in ‘the ex-
isting situation.

The fee impesed is the sum of $250
which is paid only when the license
is issued. It Is not an annual chirge.
It is certainly strange to suggest that
the payment of this moderate fee will
for all time increase the rates of In-
surance to be charged by companies
which take out a license. b

No Monopoly.

The report also contains a sugges-
tion that the vital principle of the bill
is to shut off competition and tc en-
able the “old line companies” as they
are called to impose their own rates
of insurance. This statement appears
to be the result of a studied misap--
prehension on the part of the commit-
tee who made the report. The Dbill
does not create a monopoly of any
sgort. A foreign company, whether be-
longing to the “old line” or other-
wise,  is allowed to do business in
British Columbia upon payment of the
sum .of $250 for jts license, and the
deposit of a security which I will ex-
plain later on. The situation in the
future will be exactly as it is today.
There is a board of flre underwriters
and there is a class called “the non
board companies.” All companies be-
longing to the board have a uniform
rate of insurance. The mnon board
companies make such rates as they
see fit in each particular instance.
This will be exactly the condition af-
ter the act is passed. The company
which takes out.a license is not re-
quired to join the board, or to be gov-
erned by its rates, they will be entitl-
ed to do business in British Colum-
bia as they carry it on today, at their
own rates, and according to any ar-
rangement which they may see fit to
make with the persons whom they in-
sure. 'There.is no -provision which
prevents an individual desiring insur-
ance from contracting with any com-
pany which cbtains a license. £

The act contains provisions to meet
the case of any particular insurance
which cannot be affected with the
licensed companies, and at the meet-
ing which we had with the committes
we not only invited their suggestions,
but expressed cur willingness to make
any amendment necessdry to cover a
particular case, such as is referred to
in the committee’s report, -and which
I am informed, is the only one which
has happened in British Columbia.

Having made this criticism upon the
report, it would be useful, I think, to
state in a general way the reason why
it was thought that the act should
be introduced, the purpose which it
has in view, and the’ means which are
suggested for carrying out its objects.

It may not be generally known that

there is already in existence Domin-

~Jegislation onwthe --which;
Antil . within amgme. governed
comparnies doing “business in British
Columbia. The Dominion a&ct requires
before any -company shall undertake
insurance in .Canada, that ‘they shall
obtain a lige and t and keep
.on deposit 3 the Dominion author-
itles a:sum of not les§ than $50,000..
They are alge’ required’to make an-
\nual statememts of their*business and
are subject to government inspection.
Other Similar Legislation

In the province of Manitoba an act
very similar t6 that which is now
proposed to be introdced here has
been in force for some time, and is
reported to be working well, and to
afford a very great measure of pro-
tection to the public,

Similar acts héve been, passed in
the provinces of Ontario and Quebec,
The proposed act is merely a compil-
ation and adaptation of the provis-
ions of these statutes. :

Until the year 1905, the Dominion
act governed forgign insurance com-
panies In British Columbia. The
Companies’ act which was then in
force prevented an extra~prov)slona]
company carrying on its business here
before registration as a foreign cor-
poration. The act as it then stood did
not include insurance companies with-
in the definition of “extra provincial”
companies, consequently no foreign
fire insurance company could register
under the Companies’ aet; and.the Do-
minion act prevented them from doing
business in any part of Canada until
they had taken out a Dominion H-
cense.

In 1905, however, the legislature of
this province amended the Companies’
act so that fire Insurance companies
were included within -the -definition of
corporations - which might register.
The result was, that foreign insurance
companies began to come into British
Columbia, registering themselves as
foreign joint stock companies. In
such cases there is no deposit in Can-
ada which may be resorted to for the
payment of any loss which they may
fncur; they are subject to no inspec-
tion and give no security for the pay-
ment of their obligations.

. Without . Remedy

In some instances the company does
not take the' trouble to wregister. In
such a case the insured is absolutely
without remedy. He cannot even sue
upon his contract in our courts, ‘and
when his loss occurs the company is
bound by none of the statutory con-
ditions which are 'insertéd in all other
policies for his protection.

A notable instancesof the effect upon
‘the public oceurred.iff the -late dfs-
astrous firé at Femié. Prior to that
conflagration, &% foreign . insurénce
company had taken a large number of
risks. It turned out that they had no
assets which could ' be made available
to pay their losses, and all the per-
sons who insured in the company lost
their indemnity. The. object of the
present act is to prevent these abuses
in the future.

As explained. to the committée of
the Board of Trade it is not a private
‘bill; If passed, the act will be a public
one, introduced by the government and
the executive have expressed them-
selves as being ready to consider any
objections which any class may
think fit to make;
any amendments which are neces-
sary to event the act from working
a hardship upon individuals. As at
present. drawn, the bill may be sum-
marized g8 tollowi:. In the first place,
it applies only to companies which
have not taken out a Dominion license

and therefore the uct ‘does notl

arid, ‘as ‘stated in the first part of this
letter, Lloyd’s underwriters and all
Canadian mutual companies are to be
excepted from its operation.

It then goes on to provide that any
foreign company seeking to do busi-
hess here shall obtain a licence from
the finance minister. When it ap-
plies for that license it must file with
the ' government & copy- of its act of
incorporation; a document appointing
an attorney who may represent it in
this country, and upon whom all pro-
cess can be served; and a financial
statement of its affairs. Before the
license i issued, the company must
deposit security to the amount of $30,-
000 . 4n . a -pertain . class of
bonds. It ¢ may j!ﬁ & .men-
tioned that this depositedsté the com-
‘pany nothing, the intérest = on the
securities is collected by the Finance
Minister and paid over to the com-
pany as. -long as-its. deposit. remains
in his hands. If at any time the value
of these securitles depreclates or if
the statements filed by the company
show that its labilities in British
Columbia exceed its assets, the com-
pany is required to deposit a suffi-
cient additional amount to make their
business safe.

If the company falls to pay the un-
disputed claim for sixty days, after it
ts made, or fails to pay any disputed
claim for sixty days after final judg-
ment rendered against the company,
the license is ipso facto void, but the
company may at any time within six |
months obtain a renewal of its license
by paying the claim.

Applicable Only ‘Here..

The act provides that all securities
deposited shall be made available for
the payment of British Columbia la-
bilities; that is to say, that although
the company may have serious losses
in some other country, none of .the

funds deposited in British Columbia
can be appropriated to pay any losses
incurred outside the province.

The next following sections of the
act provide for.the surrender of se-
curitites in case a ‘company goes out
of business, and for due advertisement
of the change of name which may
take place. Annual statements of the
company’s affairs must also be filed.
A provision is.made for publc access
to them. ;

The scale of fees is next provided
for. The company is required to pay
some small charge in connection with
the filing of documents, which fees go
towards payment of the clerical ex-
penses of the Department which keeps
the records. Thé only other import-
ant fee is $250.00 for thelicence, which
is pald once and for all

The act then provides that if at
any time the Minister after investiga-
tion, comeés to the conclusion that the
financial condition of the <ompany
is not such as it ought to be, he may
call upon the company to show cause
why their licence should not be can-
celled. If they can explain their con-
dition satisfactorily the licence will
be continued; if mnot, it will be can-
celled. :

In the report something is said as to
penalties provided for by . the act.
They are only such as are necessary
to secure an obedience to its condi-
tions. A penalty is provided against
any director or agent of the company
for contravention-of the act. A penal-
ty is also provided~ for a company
which disobeys the act.

In the committee's report, it 1is
stated that for a breach of the con-
ditlons by & cémpany or agent &
penalty of $200 is fixed, whereas for
breach of a clanse by the insured a
| penalty of $500 is gtated. If. however,
the committee .make a point of it
there is no doubt that the govern-
ment will be quite willing to make the

penalty the same in each case.

and also to make |

The sections of the act from 51 to
B9 are very important. They provide
for the appointment of a government

inspector, whose duty shall be to in- ¢

vestigate from time to time the finan-
cial condition of all companies doing
business ’British Columbia. If+any
ggt:hqh; ats&dfemed byﬂhlm to be un-
a‘report to that effect is made te
the TLiettefiant-Governor. The gov-
ernment then call upon the company
for an explanation. If a satisfactory
wone is not given, the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor in Council, having heard the
company, may cancel the licence.

It is said 4n the committee’'s report
that if the inspector forms his opin-
ion from the documentary evidence
supplied by the companies, his time
will not be occupied for more. than a

few days every year; whereas if there
is to an actual examination of the
assets of the company no man could
accomplish the work in twelve months.

The answer to this is, that the in-
spector is required to make an ex-
amination and to form an opinion
from the best evidence obtainable as
to the financial standing of the com-
pany. If he i8 not satisfied the com-
pany is then called upon to exhibit
its affairs to the government. The
onus is not upon the inspector to ex-
amine all their assets, but upon the
company to make-a satisfactory show-
ing. If they either neglect or refuse
to do this, their licence will be can-
celled.

It is manifest that such provisions
are eminently in the interests of the
insuring public. It will give a feeling
of confidence which is8 very desirable,
and will, moreover, be an effectual
obstacle in the way of “wild cat” sys-
panies which under the present sys-
tem may carry on their business with-
out check, to the detriment of the
public.

D. R, Ker and J. J. Shallcross, of the
board of trade, made the following
statement supplementing the report of
the committee 'of that organization
which appeared in the Colonist yes-
terday: E

‘“The important point which the
committee of the board of trade urg-
ed, was that nothing should be done if
possible to make it more difficult to
gbtain insurance than is the case at
present. This because it is of such

supréme importance that all persons}

who have property .at- risk of fire,
should seek insurance of some sort, as
so far the chief trouble has not re-
sulted from defaulted insurance but
rather that there has been no insur-
ance at all. y

“It is quite true that a company
which has been described as a foreign
insurance corporation operated in
Fernie and was unable to meet its
liabi}ities but this company was not a
foreign ome, but a Canadian company

_having its head office in Regina. Even

if this company had made a deposit of
$30,000 with the government of Brit-
ish Columbia  this would have gone
but a small way towards x?aklng good
the risks which had been 'incurred in
British .Columbia in the event of its
not. proving sound, while on' their
losses in Fernie alone such a deposit
would not have paid fifty cents on
the dollar. In the case of company’s
doing busidess in the province, the
sum of $30,000 would be an insignifi-
cant amount’ as compared with the
total risks which the company would
be carrying in British . Columbia at
large or even in a single town.

“Jt is somewhat difficult to under-
stand” the true import of this bill. For
example clause 50 is apparently drawn
with the object of preventing any
company from doing business with any
British Columbian, desiring insurance.
except through thé int&rvéntion of the
local agent. For’this, the penalty is
much higher than for any other of-
fences mentioned in the bill. No mem-
ber of the board of trade begrudges
the broker his commission, but cir-
cumstances might arise in which dir-
ect negotiations were eminently de-
sirable.

“All the important companies in the
province are now . combined together
under the name of the British Celum-
bia Board of Fire Underwriters. There
is naturally a strong feeling that the
offect of this bill would very largely
strengthen the hand of the combined
companies because they would no
longer have to give consideration to
the companies not regularly operating
in British Columbia, and that in con-
sequence higher rates or more onerous
conditions would be imposed on in-
surers.

“Many of the companies referred to
do not open offices in British Columbia
because they. only .handle a limited
class of risks of which there are only
n few examples to be found in Brit-
ish Columbia. In these cases the in-
sured goes to the company and ‘the
company has mnot to go to the in-
sured.

At an interview between the com-
mittee ‘of the board of trade and Mr.
H. V. Bodwell, representing the Board
of Fire Underwriters, and some of the
members of that body, it was stated
that they would not be unwilling to
exclude Lloyd’s from the conditions of
the bill under certain conditions. But
‘in dealing with the bill as a whole the
committee did not feel authorized to’
conelude that the bill would of neces-
sity be altered in this sense by the
government_ in case it were introduced
as a government measure.

It was also intimated that Cana-

dlan mutual - insurance companies
would probably be excepted fromthe
bill, but this would not give much re-
lief, as for many purposes no Cana-
dlan mutual insurance organizations
are avaliable,

“Jt seems in many ways a pity that
before the bill was prepared and the
government ‘interviéwed -on the sub-
jéct, the fire underwriters did not think
it desirable to consult with the trade
which may be so seriously affected if
the bill becomes law.

“It is reported that the Dominion
goverament mdy at an early date deal
with the whole subject of this ques-
tion. I it is to be dealt with on lines
similar to. this bill it would be much
better that a Dominion.law be enacted
because a deposit of $50,000 and fees
for the whole Dominion would be a
much less heavy burden on the com-
panies than $30,000 and fees in every
province.

“Qur friends the underwriters tell us
that the bill' has only been introduced
for the good of their clients, for all of
which we are much. obliged, but if it
pleases them equally well we ould
much prefer to be left alone as e peri-
ence teaches us that measures like this
bill generally add to the cost of doing
business.

“Qertainly if the government is'go-
ing to embark in protective legislation
of this kind, it should not be devoted
solely to insurance companies but also
applied to all ‘other companies to
which we should be tempted to en-
trust our money.”

Mr. Ker drew attention to the fol-
lowing resolution adopted . in ‘this con-
nection by the Vancouver board of
trade:

“That whereas the boards of Fire
Insurance and Underwriters of Van-
couver and Victoria, beirg composed
almost exclusively of * representatives
of foreign 'institutions, are applying
for legislation from the provincial

government for the purpose of grant-,
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WHITE SALE |

Everything White
Ready-to-Wear for
Ladies and Children

FASHION CENTRE"

You Going to the Ball

SO ydu will naturaily desire your ball finery to be

?

of the best, and at the same time, economically priced

IF

These two considerations will lead you to our showrooms, where

you will find an exquisite and large

assortment of ball finery.

SUPERFIN

FOWNES’ _TWELVE BUTTON
hlack and white ‘

FOWNES’ SIXTEEN BUTTON
- black and white ...,.v.ev..d0

SUEDE GLOVES, sixteen buttons,
superior grade

(S

.superior . grade

buttons, very superior make .

silk .

pink, gray, etc, at $1.50 and

Eve’g Gloves

E

KID GLOVES, in
.0 $2.75

KID GLOVES, in,

, in black and white,
$2.25

. SUEDE GLOYVES, twenty buttons in black and white,

WHITE GLACE OR WHITE SUEDRE GLOVES.¥t]V.VO

FOWNES’ SILK GLOVES for evening wear, in black,
cream, white, sky, pink, mauve, etc.

Extra heavy

DOUBLE TIPPED SILK GLOVES ,in black, blue,

ceee..$L.25

white at the specially low price

now on sale at

blue, etci, “Special
FANCY FANS in white and col
sequin trimmings, specially

ty and fashionable, also
priced af .o.....oiiiaaeiann
VERY BEAUTIFUL FANS, In
latest modes and prettiest
from "$7.50° ‘down to o

v

DRESS BEAUTIFUL
THE xo_:qfqz THE

v &2

at
SEQUIN LACE FANS, exceptionally dain-
exceptionally
2.425

ANGU

Finest Fans

REASONABLY PRICED

FINE FANS, in black and white, also in colors an((l)

of

sesssermanse

ALL BLACK FANS, with dainty sequin net, a very
special purchase, specially reduced to..... M SRl

BLACK SEQUIN FANS, another special p\.u‘chsse6

$1.25

ceresvenat ®

FEATHER FANS, in white, black, natural
and white; white and mauve, white and

ors wlt'h
priced
1.75

all the
designs; p ;
2.75 R

IS CAMPBEL

Fancy

Hose

RELIABLE

FINE LISLE HOSE, a specially good line In black,
white, blue and helio.......c..- A > Ak IO 1. 1

EMPIRE HOSE, lace ankle lisle, in black, white, sky

and pink .......-.

FANCY LISLE HOSE,

splendid value

. sesnsenssassesesnans 50¢
in gray, champagne. and navy,
..60¢

EMBROIDERED  AND LACE HOSE in the very
finest blacks, from $1.25 ‘down to

“ SPUN SILK HOSE, in black and white, very
quality, $2.50 down to .
EXTRA FINE SILK HOSE, plain, in black and

superior
S AR btes i LS
white,

manufactured from selected YArn ....ecue.c.es- .$3.256

EMBROIDERED SILK HOSBE,
finest silk, daintiest evening shades,

with lace ankles,
per palr,..$3.75 .

)

Neckwear

AND OTHER WEAR,

CHIFFON SCARVES, an elegant - assortment jus:.’ 5

received from Paris, from.....

R Ll a R 0

REAL SPANISH LACE SCARVES, a Speclal;lmpor;&-

tion, from $15.00 down t0..s...--

ceasudes .

FEATHER BOAS, the very daintiest, most graceful

and most comfortable of neckwear,

in black, gray,

white, white and naturel, etc., from $25 down to $7.50

SILK UNDERSKIRTS,
dainty evening shades,

in all the latest and most
a splendid assortment to

select from, all economically priced, up from...$7.80
CORSETS, UNDERSKIRTS, ETC., specially adapted
for evening WeaT....ssssessss--All Reasonably Priced.

L & O

The Ladies’ Store

1010 Government St., Victoria, B.

c.

o

o

e
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-ing‘‘thera greseerf.e&inity mgainst their

competitors. in i ce ‘who are ot
members of « the ?giﬁsh Columbia
combine;

“Phat the hoarg af trade of Vancoua-
ver wishés to point out that the rates
charged by the board of underwriters
in British Celumbia are:excessive and
are based only on the principle of all
the traffic will bear;

“rhat the commission charged for
obtaining and renewing these policies
every year is eXcessive; ¢
“That equally positive protection is
afforded by insurance companies out-
side the combine at from 15 to 40 per
cent. less than board rates;

“That the very great expense incur-
red by owners in erecting special fgc-
tories, mill const ,cted)and cencrete
constructed buildings' and the Anstal-
lation of sprinkler #quipments has de-
veloped special . ingurance companies
who appreciate the value of such risks
and equipment whilst the old com-
paniea deal only, with them in a gen-
eral ‘way. e

That the sentiment of the people and
the spirit of the titnes is against class
legislation and .the countenancing of
combines; X

«That newspaper reports state that
this legislation is sought by the under-
writers for the protection of the policy-
holders, whilst this board of trade, as
representing a larger a;pount of in-
surance than any-other: institution in
the ‘province, wish: to- assure. the gov-
ernment that we have made no.request
of the board of underwriters to make
any such representations on .our be-
half;

“Thig board therefore prays that no
legislation be granted the boards of

underwriters whigh - would* strengthen

the grip  these underwriters: have on
the people or which would prevent the
people of this province from purchas-
ing their fire insuramce in the lowest
market at the best rates obtainable.”
Increase Business Charges

“One of the things which
concern the public- and the Jegislature
is to make the cost of doing business
as low as possible,” remarked Mr, C.
Spencer in this connection.  “The ef-
fect of this bill ‘will not be of this
nature.. It will -operate rather in re-
straint of trade and will not be to the
benefit of the man buying insurance.
«wrhe local companies are not pre-
pared to indemnify against all classes
of risks and the bill would have the
effect of preventing a man seeking
these classes of fnsurance elsewhere.
Insurance is effected by various classes
of business in different manners. A
group of firms in Canada and the
United States will in association un-
derwrite their own insurance, thus
agreeing to indemnify one another to
a certain amount on fire losses. The
firms are sound financially and yet
{t would be almost impossible  for
them to-file a statement of assets and
liabilities. Mr. Bodwell states that
those fathering the bill would have
no objection to Lloyd's doing busi-
ness here outside the terms of the bill.
Why sHould bdther reputable under-
writers be prevented from doing busi-
ness in a similar way. 3

«wWith the state of the province's
finances such as they are now, the bill
can hardly be necessary for the rev-
enue which it will bring in, But it
so, and if it is necessary to guard
fevenue there is nothing to prevent the
department insisting on the {nsurer
filing a memorandum of the amount
of premiums 80 pald. On these a tax
in proportion to that the licensed com-
panies contribute, could be levied. This
would be more falr to the insured as
the companies take it out of him in

any event, for all taxes exacted. For

should |~

the. government against the loss of

insiance, the city levies a tax of $300
on » insuraneesveompanlés doing. busi-
ness here.
ditional: 2 per cent amd for the $300
the city obtains, the citizen is mulcted
two or three timesthat amount.

Buy in the Best Market

«1¢f additional burdens are heaped
upon the firms doing business here, it
will work to the advantage of their
eastern competitors. The latter will
continue to obtain insurance on the
more advantageous method mentioned.
We, here, should be allowed to buy
our insurance in the market where ;|
we may buy it to the best ddvantage.
The bill says ‘You must not buy it
to the best advantage; you must buy
it here. There is no law in existence
now nor is there one projected which
‘will compel people to buy their goods
in this province alone and not else-
where.

“It's amusing to see the paternal
Interest the insurance companies take
in supplying information about  the
different companies, That's all right;
Jet them do so, buf after that is sup-
plied, let the merchant have the right
to choose which he desires to use.
The companies licensed to do business
here will have the advantage which
the licensing process involves, in ac-
quiring new business. If the insurers
are willing to take the risk after they
have all this information, I am un-
able to see what Mr. Bodwell and the
fire underwriters should be so exer-
cised about.

*“For instance, eastern wholesale
houses willingly bear the expense of
gsending travellers out here to sell their
good sto local dealers. Other dealers
prefer to go direet to the eastern or
European market and purchase there.
There’s nothing wrong in it and it op-
erates ‘to the advantage of the con-
sumer. Why should’ the same system
as applied to insurance be changed as
it would be if this bill becomes law 2

To Protest Against Bill
As an extraordinary amount of in-
terest has heen aroused in respect .to
the proposed insurance legislation, it
is anticipated -that the special meet-
ing of the Board of Trade at 3 o’clock
tomorrow. afternoon will be very
largely = attended. The deputation
which has been appointed by the
Vancouver Board of Trade for the ex-

Phe ‘latter -charge .an -&f- |

0LD TIME VIGTORIAN. -
FOUND DEAD IN GABIN

Pioneer Resident Expires Sud-
denly at Early Hour Yes- -
terday Merning

Neil Gibbons, for many years @&
resident of Victoria and one  of the
pioneers of this province, was found
dead Saturday morning at 7 o'clock.
in his cabin at the rear of the Pioneer
Saloon, Store street. J..Lucas the .cc-
cupamt of an adjoining cabin, dis-
covered Gibbons who was lying in the
doorway as if he had arisen and. had
endeavored to. leave his cabin. The
police were notified and the deceased
taken in the patrol wagon to the un-
dertaking establishment of W. B.
Smith, . *

The deceased, whoe was about 58
years of age, is well known to many’
old time Victorians, He arrived In
this city in 1869 when but a mere boy.
and for years was employed “in the
canneries in the north, For the two
years preceding the last Dominion)
elections he was engaged by the gov-
ernment on the Pachena trail but
since October last he had been ‘resid-
ing in the city. Some days ago Gib-
bons complained to someé of his &c-
‘quaintances of feeling unwell though
he appeared quite able to get around.
It is believed that he succumbed to
heart disease and was attempting to

his door step and expired. ..
city. He came to Victoria from Bos-
tion and has relatives residing In
.Chelsea, =’ suburb of that eity, Fun-
eral arrangements will not be : made
until it is decided if an inquest will
be held. . movh

LEGAL INTELLIGENCE

R. C. Lowe yesterday obtained a

press purpose of protesting against
such legislation being placed upon the
Statute book, will in all probability
arrive in town in time to take part
in t.ie proceedings. =

On London Stock Exchange

London, Feb. 12.—Applications have
been made to list the following securi-
ties on the London Stock Exchange:
£86,000,000 Dominion of Canada 3%
per cent. bonds; £15,300 city of .Cal-
gary 4% per cent. bonds and £123,000
city of Vancouver 4 per cent. bonds.

Imperial Preference

London,: Feb. 12.—The Standard of
Empire, with reference to the discus-
sion raised by the letter of Col. Den-
ison, Toronto, who declared that if
England “does not make up soon her
awakening will be too late, so far as
Canadian trade is concerned,” en-
deavors to defend itself from the criti-
cism that it is a protectionist journal.
It says it has nothing to do with the
question of free trade versus protec-
tion as that concerns Britain, but it
is frankly and emphatically concerned
with the question of tariff reform so
tar as it leads to the establishmeént o
an imperial preference. :

Mr; C. M. Mcintyre 'and Mr. T. B
O’Netl, from Aberdeen, are on a visit
to the city.

writ of habeas corpus from the chief
ustice in chambers releasing Hong
e from durance Vvile. It appears that
Hong was doing time in “the New
Westminster jail when he assaulted a
fellow prisoner, for which he was sen-
tenced to an additional six months by
the police magistrate ‘of New West-
minster., The warrant for commit-
ment was signed by the magistrate,
the name being. followed by the letters
S.M. only, which, the chief Justice
pointed: out, might stand for “Sour
mush? As the warrant of the magis-
trate. must -appear: affirmatively on
the face of .the commitment, it was
held bad and the writ granted. J. A.
Aikman appeared for the erown.

R. C. Lowe also appeared for a writ
of prohibition restraining the county
court judge from trying the case of
Mulcahy vs. Cook, an action for eject-
ment which arises from an old neigh-
borhood quarrel at Esquimalt. - The
ground for the aplication was that the
proceedings did not show :that the
value of the property was low enough
to bring it within the jurisdiction of
the county court. The chief justice
stood the matter over for. two days
with leave to the plaintiff. to amend,
but awarding the costs of the applica-
tion to the applicant. G

An order for discovery was granted
in the two cases of-Flett vs. B.C. Can-
ning Co. Barnard-and Robertson “are

soHeitors’ for ‘the plaintiff, and ‘Crease
and Crease for.the defendants, =

4

get into the. open air when he fell on|

Deceased had no relatives ' in this!

. Wotld'Renowned

Included in this ship-
ment we have sixteen of
the most beautiful cases
ever brought to Victoria
—~Circassian and Burl
Walnut, San Domingo
and Mottled Mahogany,
and special fancy woods
“in various styles-to suit
all tastes.
Prices at Bed-Rock

EASY TERMS
TO SUIT

Fletcher
Bros,

Sole Agents,

4 1231 Government Su'egt




