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Is Russian Drive 
First Blow in Great 

Allied tiilensive?

Military Critic Says Russians and 

British Must Now Win War—tier- 

mans Must Shorten Lines or Face 

Disaster—Political Effect Rus­

sian, Victories Soon, Apparent.

An article entitled The First Blow— 
toe Russian Offensive, appears in a 
recent issue of the New York Tribune, 
hy Frank H. Simond, the author of 
The Great War, which throws much 
light on the activities of the different 
warring nations in Europe.

The great Russian offensive, he 
says, is not generally appreciated by 
lire outsi* world. They have up un­
til June 13th captured some 115,000 
prisoners and re-occupied Lutsk, Dub- 
no, Busazs and Ciernowitz.

In places they have advanced 35 
miles and have reached Zlota Lipa at 
one point. He continues:

“It can now be said that the Rus­
sians have won the greatest victory 
on the Allied side since the trench 
warfare began. It is the most con­
siderable success on either side 
since the battle of the Dunajec, and 
it is a final demonstration that trench 
lines can be broken and the deadlock 
at least temporarily interrupted un­
der certain circumstances. Wc have 
first to examine these circumstances 
and then to consider the possible 
consequences of,tile actual operation.

“It is fairly £lear that the Russian 
attack was delivered at the weakest 
point in the Austro-German line after 
there had been a large and patently 
unwise stripping of this line for rea­
sons that are clear. Away back at 
the beginning of the war we saw that 
Austrian armies were unable to stand 
up against Russian, when they were 
not supported and stiffened by Ger­
man contingents. We saw the Rus­
sians consistently successful from 
the frontier to the edge of the Hun­
garian Plain and over a period of 
nearly nine months.”

In regard to the Verdun offensive of 
the Russians lie says that there is lit­
tle doubt but that the Germans, after 
reorganizing the Austrian armies, 
drew heavily upon them for this blow 
at the French troops. They did this 
on account of the roads, for they could 
rest assured that the Russians could 
not begin an offensive for zt least 
three months.

Then the Germans persuaded the 
Austrians to draw more troops out or 
the east for an offensive against thp 
Italians, which was at first locally 
successful but in the main proved a 
failure, and the gallant Italians held 
their lines against file Austrian on­
slaughts.

The Austrian lines in the east be­
ing thinly held when the Russian of­
fensive began they crumpled and 
broke like tissue paper walls; the 
Russians rushed through and carried 
the day. It is also doubtful if the 
Austrians have been able to draw 
what was left of their forces out of
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How You May Throw 
Away Your Glasses

The statement Is made that thou­
sands wear eyeglasses who do not 
really need them. If you are one ot 
these unfortunates, then these glasses 
may (he ruining your eyes instead of 
helpiiig them. Thousands who wear these 
“winoows" may prove for themselves that 
they can dispense with glasses if they 
will get the following prescription filled 
at once I Go to any active idrug store, 
and get a bottle of Bon-Opto tablets. Dis­
solve one Bon-Opto tablet In fi glass of 
water. With this harmless liquid solu­
tion bathe the eyes two to four times 
daily, and you are likely to be astonished 
at tiie results right from the start. Many 
who have been told that they have astig­
matism, eye-strain, cataract, sore eyelids, 
weak eyes, conjunctivitis and other eye 
disorders, report wonderful benefits from 
the use of this prescription. Get this pre­
scription filled and use it: you maÿ so 
strengthen your eyes that glasses will not 
be necessary. Thousands who are blind, 
or nearly so, or who wear glasses might 
never have required them if they had 
cared for their eyes in time. Save your 
eyes before it is too late ! Do not become 
one of these victims of neglect. Eye­
glasses are only like crutches and every 
few years they must be changed to fit the 
ever-increasing weakened condition, so 
better see if you can, like many others, 
get clear, healthy, strong magnetic eyes 
through the prescription here given. The 
Valmas Drug Co., of Toronto, will fill the 
above prescription- by mail, if your drug-^ 
gist cannot. - * -
r~.A prominent City Physician to whom the above article 
was submitted, said: “Bon-Opto is a very remarkable 
remedy. Its constituent ingredients are well known to 
eminent eye specialists and widely prescribed by them. 
It can be obtained from any good druggist and is one of 
the very few preparations, I feel should be kept on 
band for regular use in almost every family."

the wreck and re-establish the line. 
In any case it would be a very diffi­
cult task.

It is pointed out by the writer hat 
because ot these facts Lemberg is 
now in deadly peril and the conditions 
all are on the side of the Russians, 
who are still rushing forward un 
checked. If Lemberg falls Galicia 
will be reconquered and if the advance 
continues the armies will he standing 
on the old battle ground of Septem­
ber, 1914.

“If the Russian advance in Ga’icia 
reaches and passes Lemberg, then the 
effect upon the German lines to the 
north, from the Pripet marshes to 
the Gulf of Riga, will be u.nnistak- 
able. Just as the Russian armies 
along the Carpathians were compel­
led to go back when the Dunajec ar­
my collapsed; just as the Warsaw 
army had to teti-e when the Gakcian 
armies had been driven back upon 
Lublin, the German armies will have 
to retire from the Dwina to the Nié­
men, and conceivably to the Vistula 
to avoid being taken in the rear by 
the Russian armies, which are ad­
vancing in the south.

The German Map Destroyed.

“This retreat would mean ’lie asr- 
render of a clear half of all the ter­
ritory now held hy the Germans in 
the east; it would mean that a bal­
ance between Russian territory held 
hy the Germans and Austrian terri 
tory held by the Russians would be 
almost struck and the German claim 
to make a ‘victorious peace’ on th. 
basis of the map would be destroyed. 
In a" word, the whole situation in the 
east would bo changed, and changed 
in a wholly unexpected fashion

"This, of course ,is only on ‘he poli­
tical side. On the military side hy 
retiring the Germans would shorten* 
their lines very materially, and stand­
ing behind the Niemen and Vistula 
and the San, and along the Carpa­
thians south of Przemysl, which 
could come back into the bulletins, 
they would have an easier line to de­
fend and one which would offer grave 
difficulties to the invader. There 
would be no immediate, perhaps no 
eventual, peril for the Germans of 
such an envelopment as threatened 
the Russians for so many weeks last 
summer.

The Political Peril.
“But for political reasons the Ger­

mans must desire to avoid this recoil 
They are in the position of Napoleor: 
in his last campaign in Germany; 
they are condemned to hold long and 
dangerous lines because of the poli­
tical consequences, of retreat and the 
surender of conquered territory. Na­
poleon had to fear, what happened, 

-the entrance of Austria; Germany 
has to fear a complete change, in the 
Balkan situation, and the probable en­
listment of Rumania, if she has ti 
confess defeat by any considerable re 
linquishment of conquered territory.

“Before turning to examine the po­
litical consequences of ccntinued 
Russian success, I desire to mention 
very briefly the situation that semis 
to exist now. Bear in mind that 
henceforth the whole field of the war 
in Europe must be viewed as a unit. 
In the winter of 1915, Germany, hav 
ing failed to break the Anglo-French 
lines and win the war, could go eas1 
and build up her campaign against. 
Russia because she knew • that the 
French and British would not be 
ready for many months to attack her 
This explains her great drive into 
Russia, which had reached its maxi­
mum of success before the Allied 
drives in Champagne and Artois 
could be begun.

"But now if the Germans draw any 
considerable number of troops f-om 
the western to the eastern front it i.i 
certain that the British will attack 
from the Somme to the sea. They are 
now ready to make this attack. They 
have not less than 1,250,000 troops 
where they had little more than a 
fifth of this number a year ago; they 
have big guns and ammunition, and 
they have had a very long time to pre­

pare. Nothing is more certain P ar 
that the withdrawal of any number 
of German divisions along tae wes­
tern front will be followed by a terri­
fic British offensive, eiactlv like the 
present Russian drive, and delivnre1. 
under conditions similar to those 
which made the Russian drive sue 
cessful.

“On the other hand, if the Austri 
ans draw back troops from tue Ital­
ian front, as is reported to have been 
done, then the Italians are hound to 
attack, not in the Trentino, bat along 
the Isonzo, where they have been pre 
paring for more than a year. Even a 
slight advance this point woub. 
take them to the rear of Trieste, and 
threateh the whole waterfront of Aus­
tria-Hungary. •

“Finally, if the. Centra! Powers 
draw any part of their slender fo-ces 
out of the Balkans it is certain that 
the Allies in Salonica will attack the 
Bulgarians, and it is exceedingly 
likely that the Bulgarians will' very 
quickly tire of fighting the British, 
French and Serbs, with a fair pros­
pect of having the Greeks on their 
hands as well; for the first sign of 
collapse on the part of the Central 
Powers is bound to bring the Greeks 
in and King Constantine cannot pre­
vail upon his people to remain neu­
tral once the fortune of war begins 
to run markedly in favor ot the Al­
lies.

The “Big Push.”

“It is clear, then, that tliir Russian 
offensive may wel! be the first step ir 
the ’Big Push’ that has been expected 
so long. The Austro-Germans are 
heavily outnumbered on all fronts 
now. They have weakened them­
selves on one front to deliver two 
blows on two other fronts. Both 
blows have been carried and neither 
has resulted in any military < chieve- 
ment of moment. While some ground 
was being won in France and along 
the Italian boundary at a high casu­
alty cost, a disaster has come on the 
eastern front, and there has been a 
partial and possibly a permanent col­
lapse on the part of several armies.

“The Allies have also maintained 
that at some time not later than this 
summer the Central Powers would 
have to shorten their lines or suffer 
disaster. It is too soon to say that 
the Galician fighting demonstrates 
that this was an accurate forecast or 
constitutes a great disaster. Cer­
tainly it is a tremendous defeat, but. 
we shall not have to wait long to see 
whether the Allied prophets have at 
last been accurate.

“Accepting the Allied forecast for 
the momept, what should now happen 
is a withdrawal by the Germans ei­
ther from France or from all the 
Russian territory which they now 
hold, save only Russian Poland. Wc 
may soon see the evacuation of 
France and even of Belgium or-the 
retreat behind the Niemen and the 
Vistula.

Evacuation May Follow,
“But the first will be accepted' as a 

tremendous moral defeat all over the 
world and will encourage France an-1 
Britain to go forward; the second will 
he a plain invitation -to Roumania 
and Greece to come in on the winning 
side and a discouragement to Bulgar 
and Turk, which may conceivably 
tempt one or both to change sides, for 
so far both have suffered out of all 
proportion to any tiling they expected, 
and their hope of permanent profit is 
growing very dim.

“On the other hand, we may see 
that the Germans will he able to 
bring reserves ir.to Galicia, restore 
the deadlock, standing behind the Bug 
and the Zlota Lipa and at the same 
time beat off any British attack in 
the west, an Italian offensive in the 
soutli or Allied operations in the Bal­
kans. Yet even now it is not too soon 
to say that we are witnessing what is 
intended by the Allies to be the first 
move in the ‘Big Push,’ their supreme 
effort to win the war.

The Decisive Period.
“It is my own belief—and in this T 

found ample agreement in Europe—- 
that the present summer will see the 
decisive phase of the present war. 
Unless one side or the other wins a 
substantial victory, unless the Ger­
mans are turned out of France ard 
Belgium, or such a deliverance 1, 
well begun, I believe the winter will 
see the beginning of negotiations for 
peace on the basis of status quo ante. 
I do not believe that if the deadlock

’FORTHEJk KIDNEY»
What They Cured

Here’s the remarkable experience ol 
a Neva Scotian:—

“I was once a terrible sufferer with 
kidney and bladder troubles, and at 
times I would lose the use of my legs, 
and could not go away from home with­
out some one with me. I was treated 
by different doctors for 3 years, and only 
got temporary relief., My son advised 
me to take Gin Pills, and after taking the 
first 2 or 3 doses I got relief. I continu­
ed to take them until I got completely 
cured. I owe my life to Gin Pills.

Yours very truly,
18 P.M. KEMPTON,

Port Medwny, N. S.
GIN PILLS arc 60c. a box or 6 tjpxes tot 

12.50 at all druggists. Sample treatment free 
if requested.

i National Dims A Chemical Co. el Canada 
1 Limited. Toronto

continues any belligerent will contin­
ue to desire war, provided no sacri­
fice of teritory is asked ot any na­
tion. Nor do I believe that any such 
demand will he made if there is no 
change.

“But the eagerness of Germany to 
make peace before the summer cam­
paign began, the refusal of the Allies 
and the astonishing success of the 
Russians in the first operation must 
combine to give new hope to the 
friends of the Allies and afford at 
least reasonable ground for believing, 
as the French and British do, that 
after Verdun the outcome of the war 
is assured.

The Meaning of Verdun.
“We begin to see the meaning of 

Verdun more clearly now. France 
once more ‘took on’ the ‘operative 
corner’ of the fight. She accepted 
and fulfilled the mission of holding 
the final drive of the Germans to win 
a moral victory on the battlefield. By 
holding Verdun for nearly four 
months under terrific attack the 
French have succeeded in preventing 
the moral victory for Germany; thei' 
work is now about dime. It must -bo 
for the British and the Russians to 
hear the cost in lives and to do the 
main work of the summer campaign. 
France has fought and won another. 
Marne, even if the ruins of the old 
city of Verdun should ultimately fall 
to the Germans.

“Verdun may easily prove to bo an­
other Genoa and Retain may have 
rendered to the Allies exactly the ser­
vice that Masena rendered to Napol­
eon when he held the Italian town 
until the victory of Marengo 1 ad been 
prepared. Genoa finally fell, but 
Marengo settled the war." *
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QUITTING A JOB.
I said, “My 

wages are too 
low; “I’ye work­
ed away, the best 
I know, since I 
was young and 
hale, and my em­
ployer’ never 
cries, ‘Oh, James 
Adiophus, you’re 

prize, "I'll see 
you draw more 

_____ kale.’ I know his 
(WALT MASOHi pj business will gi 

broke, when I throw off the galling 
yoke that I so long have worn; with­
out my rare abilities, 'twill soon be 
bagging at the knees, and he will weep 
and mourn. He’ll realize, when comes 
that frost, how great a treasure he 
has lost; he’ll beg me to return; an l 
now I’ll quit this office chair, and get 
a situation where more roubles I can 
earn." So I resigned with language 
brief; my boss's face showed great re­
lief, instead of pain and woe; ho 
cried aloud, “Oh, happy day! It's Ion; 
since you have earned your pay—I’m 
glad to see you go!” He’s doing busi­
ness as of yore; things boom in his 
department store, his goods are all the 
rage; while I .plod on, with sigh and 
sob, and vainly try to get a job at half 
my former wage.

Splendid Way in Which 
England Gels Dollar».
This war is making new precedents 

of many kinds. The financial prece 
depts arc startling both in magni­
tude and in character. War debts 
and war cost have reached propor­
tions away beyond human compre­
hension, but England’s method of 
selling her own loans is not only 
comprehended but must tie greatly 
admired. The United States will nor 
buy enough French and English bond ; 
to pay for the supplies which thes. 
countries purchased here. The 
United States will, however, buy an 
unlimited amount of the stocks and 
bonds of its own corporations which 
arc owned in Europe. British bn ins 
evolved a way to buy these American 
supplies and to pay for them with 
American dollars.

Parliament has compelled British 
investors to turn over their Ameri­
can securities, taking new British 
loans in payment. These Aemricar | 
securities are being sold as rapidly 
as possible in the United States, and 
the proceeds in dollars are used -to 
pay for war supplies. Never before 
did any nation mobilize in this fash­
ion the individually owned stocks 
and bonds of its people and compel | 
them to exchange them for its own j 
loans. It is good business for th? 
British government, and it is also 
good business for the United States, 1 
which gets back its own securities at 
moderate prices with the proceeds ot 
its unexampled' sales of materials a: 
sky-high prices. But only time can 
tell if this -is likewise a gpod thing 
for the individaul British investor. 
Af any rate, he haB the satisfaction 
of knowing that when he sells his 
American stocks and bonds, he gets 
in exchange a lien upon his empire, 
for whose safety 5,000,000 men have 
shouldered arms.—Philadelphia Puli-i 
11c Ledger. 1

Popular Wedding Gifts
Exhibited in our Hardware Window are many choice and useful

articles suitable for

Wedding, Birthday and 
Anniversary Presents.

The richness of quality of these goods makes them fit for the wealthy, 
and the modesty of price places them in reach of all.

The economic trend of the times calls for retrenchment in all de­
partments of living. These goods are suitable to meet frugal conditions, 
and make acceptable and valuable gifts.
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A. & S. Rodger’s.
FOUR SPECIAL LINES

This Week in

Child's Embroidered Collars - - - 
Ladies’ Embroidered Collars - - 
Khaki Handkerchiefs - - - -
Exeelda Handkerchiefs, m wm. or coi. Border

----- AT ------

A. &. S. Rodger’s.
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Sfllllg Further Attractive Offerings,

m
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Ladies’ White

Pique Blouses,
With Low Collar,

59c. each.

Child’s and

Misses Tan Hose,
An Excellent Line,

25e. per pair.

White Allover

Dress Embroidery 
and Ffoiuieings,

Good Patterns,

25c. per yard up.

Ladies’ Black

High Grade Hose,
20 cts per pair

and a better quality at

25c. per pair.

Ladies’ While

Summer Vests,
Without Sleeves, 

Splendid Value,

10 cts. each.

«
•? •

m

Girls

White RaHia Hats,
Trimmed, Black Band, 

A Special Line,

76c. each.
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