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CHAPTER XI.
A Prison Cell and a Fortune

|H0 did you say she is?’ 
asked so hoarsely that Quin- 
tard would scarcely have 

recognized the voice as belonging to 
his friend.

* Miss Beaufort,’ he answered. ‘ I 
say, old chap, what is it ? Are you 
ill?’

* No., The room is intensely hot, 
and the Odor of flowers is always op­
pressive to me. Is there not a room 
or a balcony where we could get out 
of this for a moment?’

Jle had passed his hands across 
ihis eyes to shut out the vision, but 
"before his trembling hand had been 
removed from them, the elder Quin 
tard, with Miss Beaufort upon his 
arm, was beside them.

' I must introduce the season's 
favourites to each other,’ he said, 
with the familiarity of friendship for 
both. ' * I have not asked permission, 
but I know that I would be accorded. 
Miss Beaufort, allow me to present 
any new, but for all that valued, 
friend, Mr. Chapman !’

The clear eyes were lifted to the 
glowing face, and a smile curved the 
lovely mouth as she responded with 
a bow.

She was cool as melting icicle, 
dainty and debonair.

* It is a pleasure to meet you, Mr. 
Chapman,’ she said pleasantly, ‘ par- 
tirularly after having read your reall) 
delightful book. I suppose all tha 
has grown very monotonous, anii 
one ought to have the charity U. 
spare you, but one does not often 
meet the author of a book like 1 The 
Exile,’ and therefore should be in­
dulged.’

The white face had crimsoned be­
neath her words," but as she ceased 
the power of speech seemed to have 
left him.

He stammered some half-unintel­
ligible words about being pleased 
that she had enjoyed it, something 
that a schoolboy might have been 
ashamed to have acknowledged, and, 
excusing himself on the plea of in 
ability to endufe the heat, almos 
staggered to the deserted reception 
room.

‘ Has she recognized me, and 
does she intend to punish me in this 
way ?’ he asked himself, unconscious­
ly wondering if the ghastly reflection 
in the mirror was his own. ‘ Or has 
she forgotten ? Oh, God, why did 1 
ever come back? I might have known 
that the temptation would only bring 
me into an eternal perdition of suf­
fering. My Cod, what man has ever 
suffered for a fault as I have done ! 
My wife 1 That I should have met 
her like this after all my anguish. Is 
it that she does not know me ? There 
is scarcely a trace of resemblance’— 
gazing hungrily into the mirror.
‘ Has she forgotten ? Has she learn 
ed to love anoth------Heavenly Fath­
er, I should wish her happiness, but 
I cannot !’

He remained alone half an hour 
longer, then with a smile of deter­
mination be ^centered the ballroom.
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• CHAPTER XI.
TELL HIM THAT

I LOATHE HIM.”

WllTH a face that paled under his 
excitement," though there was 
no other exhibition of it, Ed­

win Chapman rejoined Miss Beau­
fort in his friend’s ballroom. She re- 
ceiVid him with a pleasant smi’e, that 
con’ainéÜ something th -l mit» t have 
been translated to puzzle worn! raient, 
but teas vague.

* Have you recovered from the 
suffocating influence of the fliwers?’ 
she asked brightly. ‘-For all then 
beauty I can never quite r <: v t 
from the old fashion <1 i ,ei tha» the 
open air is the proper place f -r v-em. 
The heat of a ballm-;u ni.ke th i 
odour heavy. Mr. Q.n,, ,ni i its m 
you are from Australia,’

* I have recently atrjvid.frdm Aus 
tralia. I am a native-born Ameri­
can.’

He looked down upon her, and 
met her eyes fixed upon him with 
the same bewilderment, then flushed 
crimson.

* 1 beg your pardon,’ she said, 
softly. 1 You are like some one whom 
I once knew, I—cannot quite—re­
member who.1

Chapman grew pale as death. He 
wa< utterly forgotten, then ! That 
was the thought that cut him to 
the soul. He had sold his heart, his 
life’s happiness, his honor for—for 
getfulness !

It was a bitter disappointment. He 
groaned, half turning away from her.

“I must have an ordinary enough 
face,1' he said In a voice that was 
choired with emotion. “Almost every 
one sees in me a resemblancè to some 
one."

She shook hpr head.
"1 think not. You are like only 

cne person I have known ever known, 
end he is a vague memory. I cannot 
recall—-—”

She did not complete the sentence. 
The orchestra had begun a waltz for 
which sfce was engaged. Her part 
ner came to claim her, and, excus 
Ing herself to Chapman, she allowed 
the newcomer to lead her away.
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But. strangely enough, her thoughts 
were not upon the dance. They wan­
dered back to Chapman. She saw 
again the sudden flushing and paling
of his brow, she heard the dull quiver 
of his voice as he spoke to her, she 
saw the curious melancholy that was 
almost bitterness in the handsome 
eyes that were bent "upon her.

She answered the remarks of her 
companion In monosyllables, and It 
was with something very like relief 
that she heard the music cease, and 
knew the waltz had come to an end.

She saw with delight the elder 
Quintard approaching her.

"How do you like Chapman?" h* 
asked abruptly, leaning, with the re­
spectful familiarity of an elderly 
friend over her chair.

She could not explain the reason 
to herself, yet she felt unable to‘meet 
als eye. Quintard regarded her 
curiously.

“I have determined," he said, coolly, 
‘that you two shall become great 
friends. Perhaps it is because I like 
you both. 1 have discovered a strange 
act to-night. Do you believe in 
spiritual communion?’’

“I scarcely think I understand you."
“Chapman says th^t his Virginia in 

The Exile,’’ over which the whole 
civilized world Is raving, is an .Ideal 
—that she was the love of bis dreams. 
Have you not seen a portrait of your­
self in the character? And more ex­
traordinary still, he has given her 
your name!"

The great eyes were lifted to his 
in startled surprise.

“Who is he,” she asked, in a low 
concentrated whisper.

“A gentleman," be answered, “by 
birth and education, touched for by 
Meredith Lansing, and eccentric man, 
hilt one of the very best of American 
'amilles. Lansing tells me that he 
knows the history of the Chapman 
’amily from its inception, and that it 
s exceptionally good. You may de­
fend upon tt, Lansing knows what he 
is talking about."

Before the conversation could be 
continued, Chapman had escaped 
from the coterie and jollied his host 
and companion.

"Have they put you to flight by 
their eternal ’shop’ gossip?” asked 
Quintard. smiling. “I am afraid the 
'mount of talk your book has occas 
oned will deter you from ever wrlt- 
ng another, particularly as It is not 

a neccessity.’
"There aje other neccessttks than 

pecuniary ’.ones," returned Chapman 
wearily. “Their are mental demande 
as well as physicial ones. A man 
must do something . to- keep himself 
trompa rqadhouse.W

Miss Beaafprt lifted her glowing 
eyes and âïtéwed them to rest upon 
iis changing countenance.

“You have suffered, then?” she said 
softly, almost unconscious that her 
'ips had framed the words that hover 
ed upon her tongue.

"Have not we all?" returned Chap­
man, passjqr his- hand across his 
irow, as though to clear an obstruct­

ed vision. * If I were not opposed 
to pessimism under theory I should 
s iv that it is wtiat we are created for

You have, appàrentl/, everything 
under heaven to make life a poem, 
md yet, in the background of your 
eyes, there is a shadow that flimsily 
:overs unhappiness. Is it not true ?

Quintard had left them, summon­
ed, perhaps, by a gestuse from his 
wife, perhaps by a desire to leave his 
two labourites together.

To be continued. •
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Il'U’VE GOT 
TO KNOW

Where every letter, account, and con­
tract belonging to you can hie found at 
a moment's no■ it*—that is if your 
business is run properly. Is yours run 
|iro|wrly? Why not ? ICumnletC 
Fl I lug Hyst«Hi is easily anil eco­
nomically obtainable. Shall lie glad 
to illustrate .ltd explain details.

Eley's Schultze I’egamoid, 12G. 4 to Dust Shot. 
Eley’s Schultze Nitro, 12G. BB. to Dust Shot.
Eley’s Schultze Nitro, 16G. 4 to 10 Shot.
Eley’s Smokeless, 12G. BB. to Dust Shot.
Eley’s T. S. Black, 12G. Ball to 4 Shot.
Eley’s Universal, 12G. BB. to 4 Shot.
ICynoch's T.S. Black, 12G. BB. to 4 Shot.
Winchester Ballistite, 12G. B. B. to 6 Shot.
Winchester New Rival, 10G. BB. to 4 Shot. 
Winchester New Rival, 12G. Ball to G Shot. 
Winchester New Rival, 1GG. BB. to 4 Shot.
Eley’s T.S. Black, 10G. SSG. Shot.

e@-Also, C. F. and V. F. Shells, lie-loading Sets, 
Cleaners, etc.

All Selling at I .owes l Prices.

with the goods they ship, an 
and Foreign Markets they i

Office—Duckworth 8t. 
marlO.tf

PERCE JOHNSON. MARTIN HARDWARE CO’Y.
Agent.

A seasonable winter coat for the 
small boy is one of Mue serge, made 
double-breasted and with a collar and [ 
turnback cuffs ot Persian lamb. The j 
coat is fitted with a patent leather 
belt having a slight dip In front.
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ENABLES traders throughout the 
World to communicate direct with 
English
MANUFACTURERS A DEALERS

in each class of goods. Besides beikff ■ 
complete commercial guide to London 
and its suburbs, the Directory contains 
lets of

EXPORT MERCHAN
and the Colonial 

supply ,
STEAMSHIP LIRES

arranged under the Ports to which they 
sell, and indicating the approximate 
railings ;

PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES
of leading Manufacturers, Merchants, 
etc., in the principal provincial towns 
and industrial centres of the United 
Kingdom.

A copy of the current edition will be 
forwarded, freight paid, on receipt ol 
Postal Order for 20*.

Dealers seeking Agencies can advertise 
their trade cards for 4E1, or large adve? 
tiaemente irom £3.

THE LONDON DIRECTORY Co., Ltd
ag, Abchurch Lene, London, 1. C.

CHURCH ORGAN tor sale cheap. 
A two manuel Mason & Hamlin Or­
gan with foot pedal attachment Is 
In splendid condition and most suit­
able for a small church or school. 
The White Plano and Organ Store. 
'HESLEY WOODS.—tulyS tt.


