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HELD HEADSUNDER WATER IN fCY POOL

SRR

How Sixty Men Saved Their Lives Near a Deadly Shaft,in ‘the Porcupine District—~-
Group Threw Blanket Over Trench and Kept Soaked with Water — Hundreds
Chose Death by Drowning in Preference to Fire—Carload of Coffins Sent from

North Bay. y

Graphic’ stories ' told in detail by water took fo the Wwoods, many. of number of dead cannot possibly be

refugegs, of.the E’;orcupine fire horrorl

B e —

them blinded and suffocated by the

are contained in the "loronto. papers. smoke and flames,

Many of the accounts of the harrow-
ing experiences thi'oush “which pros-

Raced Death in a Canoe.
A Iriend. of mine from Oldfield,

pectors and miners passed saving only Nevada, got into a canoce with another

their lives were not contained in the.
télegraphed reports received in the'
city from the scene of the holocaust. |
The stories are of enthralling interest.l

Over 100 survivors. of the, fire hor-
ror- in Porcupine ‘and: the ‘adjoining
camps reached Toronto at 11.15 last
evéning from North Bay; workers in
the mihes, prospectors, mine owners
and other Tesidents who escaped in
the mad rush. Hatless, coatless, many
wearing borrowed clothes; many Wwith
hair and faces scorched; many still
dazed by their horrifying experiences.’

Counted 25 Dead Bodies,

“I counted twenty-five dead bodies

in -Golden- City yesterday; -L .. .don'y

|

think there wére any déaths in Potts-|

ville; ‘if there were they were only al
few.,  But in South Porcupine it was
not fifteen minutes from the cutbreak
before the whole town was.completely
wiped out. Driven to take-refuge. in
the ‘lake '‘or’'in boats, dozéns ot the
panié-stricken people were drowned.
Nobody knows, vet how many are at
the battom of the lake. |
Got Enough Prospecting.

One. of the survivors, who reached
Toronto last night was a - college boy
of 24, V. F. Skiff, of Westfield, Mass.
He had gone up north'less than a
month ago, and he and his partner
F. L. Busey, of San Franecisccy have
had the most adventurous time of
their- lives.. They. met on_the Porcu-
pine trail just about three weeks-ago,
and chummed, i |

“This last week,” he said, ‘‘has been
the,busiest of the three,” That was
his .dry way of putting it.

‘“‘We had two claims in Bristol, but
1 den’'t know . .anything about them
now; we’'ve had enough prospecting
and are gcing home:

Wiped 'Out' in’ 15 Minutes,

“We were in Pottsviile when the
fire caught us,” he said, ‘‘Bussey sav-
ed one suit case; I saved two. Every-
thingrelse is-gone,. Hundreds of Pel-,
ple have saved nothing at all but their
skin, and many of them not that. |

*After Sunday’s ftire, we - saw  no
other gign of it until Monday, but even
then we did not ‘think it was danger-|
ous. On Tuesday morning about Y
o’cl¢éick Bussey and I went into’town
(Golden City) to get the mail. - The
wind then was blowing a térrific gale, |
and my partner said to me, ‘There’s
going to be a big fire, worse than the
last.’  About 11 South Porcupine start-'
ed and within fifteén minutes- from
the tfirst outbreak, there wasn't ‘a’
thing standing. The whole place -was'
wiped qut clean, , .

Charred Beyond Recognition,

“At 2 o’clock the fire reached Potts-
ville, and the only part of thé town
that escaped was the small section‘
called Powell's Point. In South Por-!
cupine yesterday morning I saw five
bodies hurned ' JHeyond - recognition.
Ncbody could recognize them; theyf
were charred until you could hardly,
tell they had been”human beings. I
came across one man with his eyes
bulging out of. his head, and his nose'
and the side of his face all burnt. He'
was’ ~quite blind, and stumbling
through the woods without any know-
ledge where he was going. He had
lost his senses entirely.

“In South Porecupine ‘it was a ter=
rinie signt; ‘There-are: a lot mcre!
drowned in the lake than they say.!
Seven or eight hundred people were
driven into. the.«water.. I was -there

'
J

up te my armpits mest of the time.
i 4 N 2  business to do further down. the line

for two hours, and I saw many Wo-
men arnd children among them, Now,
and then you would hear a woman
scream that she was fainting, or cry-'
ing fer help.  Then you would hear
nothing “more, 'and looking around af-
ter the smoké. lifted nothing was 'to
be seen; she had disappeared under
sthe ~water,

Foreigners Crowded the Women.

“The fire-fighters did splendid ser-
vice, and the police worked like tro-
Jans to Keep order. There was no
rioting, but the excitement was tre-

; Porcupine, arrived in

mendcous,

worst.

police and’ the ‘spetial

The foreigners were the
'1;ney would ecrowd the .wo-
men and children, pushing and tramp-
ling over them régardless of human
teeling.
ever, got what they. deserved from the

One or- two

of them, how-

constables..

I"Nobody knows how many pecple

eral

were drowned i the laké, saw sev-
boats ¢apsized through = being

crowded heyond their capacity. There

were quite fifty drowned to my know-
ledge. #Thosé who couldm’t.get:to:the

man and raced the flames for twenty-

five miles ‘down the Mattagami river.
I'ne fire was tearing along behind

them at forty miles an hour, and they

pulled for dear life until they got cut
i

of danger, It was a narrow shave for
them. During the day at intervals we
could hear magazines exploding all
around., When the magazine at Foley-
O’Brien blew-up there was a tremend-
ous report. One man was blown off
the dock into the water. It tore a
earth, blew a car seven feet coff the
big hole thirty feet across in the
earth, blew a car seven feet c¢f the
tracks, and the rails were twisted like
pinwire,
10 Saved Out.of 84,

“The Dome mine lost everything,
and so did the West Dome, in spite
of what they say. Vipond was wiped
out and the townsite of Aura. The
McIntyre and all ‘thé mines around
Pearl Lake were saved. Swastika,
was not touched, but from what I
heard talking to men from that town
Cochrane was the worst wreck of all.
At the West Dome there were 84 men
svorking, and only ten were saved.
Nearly three hundred were at the big
Dome, and less than a: hundred have
been accounted for. On the West
Dome property I saw them burying
the dead in shallow trenches, From
that Murphy House to the depot at
olden City. was saved.”

Drowned From Overcrowded Boats.

Hatless and attired in makeshift
clothes that made him fear to tackle
a respectable hotel, Charles Fass, of
the city last
night in company with his wife. - He
had crossed the Porcupine Lake in a
launch, and said he feared there
would be many drownings through
the upsetting of overloaded boats. He
scouted, however, the story that peo-
ple had beén drowned along the edge
of the lake by others crowding in
upon them.

“T “saw thosé ' people ~“from ' our
boat,” he said, ‘“they would move
around the edge of the lake, away
from the fire, and would throw water
on each other. But I:think there
was too mueh room along the shal-
low shores for any of them to have
been drowned. -, The. drowned will
be from the-boats: 33y

Mr, Fass decldred his intentiom of
leaving his wife at the "boarding
sehool she Trecently left here as his
bride,’ while he went back, to Porcu-
pine.

Lay Down in Trenches, Done Out.

A Preston Dome miner said that he
and a number of“others were chased
by. the fire, and that one by one the
littfle party had 1ald down in
trenches, as their strength gave out.
He said in a2 hazy way that. he
thought some of his companions met
death, and then a minute or two
dfterwards went on: I guess they
are all right. They could manage
the same way as I did.”

When asked how he escaped, he
answered that he hardly knew. He
remembered plunging into the Tiver
with two others when his clothes
caught fire. Further than. that he
could not say, nor could he tell how

'he managed to reach.a train. _He

had some money with him. but his

|clothes were -torn badly.

Hundreds Preferred D"rb\i'nipg to Fire

James Hawthorne; a miner . from
the Dome district, had the fortune to
be sent south a short-time before the
fire ' hegan its.disastrous work. He
had been in Porcupine, and having

had left there on Monday morning.

Mr. Hawthorne said he could ngt
say what damages\tig firg-had “done,
and he added ‘that no man’ could say
with any aceuracy how many lives
had been snuffed -out por how much
damage had been done.

“The -vastness of the_ country,” he
said, < “nakes* al Festimates mere
guess-work. .It is ~impossible to
form any adequate idea as yet, and
it will be weeks before the total
number ‘of dead .is known, -and 1
have .very grave, doubts if the list is
ever. complefed’ this side 6f the next
world.  Hundreds of people _have
preferred death. by drowning, "and
many of the bodies will never be
found. Hundreds  of  Englishmen
and others from. distant lands have
no relatives on this side of . the
water, and who ‘knows: whether the
folk in the Old Land/will ever know
that they perished in the great fire?
If some of-their bodies, for instance,
do not float, no one will.ever miss
them here, and they will not be num-
bered amongst the dead. The total

lief that twenty or thirty in his vicin-
ity had drowned. He joined a /party
of seven of the Imperial bank staff,

“THEN RAISED T0 GASP IN THE BURNING AJR|:-2 s iFt <l

“It took all the strength of the eight
of us to prevent the canoe from .be-
ing swamped by the ‘waves,” said Mr,'
Moss. His clothing showed the ef-
rects of the 'long immersion in the
rough waters of Porcupine lake, Mr,!
Moss, however, had beep able to save
his valises and their contents by bury-|
ing.them in a rut in one of the streets
wof South Porcupine. |

R. Brown, news agent an the train
which. arrived last evening, = came,
through from kKnglehart. “In addi-i
tion .to the people who were. on the{
escape - the, flames, Ole Gillette and g;‘iodun‘c‘lthzlll‘;ex;;:xe 3!;? ?;gg:c&t:' wﬁz’
Stanley YVebber, ?WO survivors of the ha.d'a.rt'ived‘ on ‘%at\ifdl;y and Sunday, |
Dome mines, arrived n the city laSt(an”cl they 'were all "gbing 1hto tho:

night. . ; : ;
“We dashed through the woods s Woads. They must have perished.
with ‘the fire all aroundq us,” said [[On Wednesday night 55 people slept
wildly i‘ln a Pullman car at Cochrane, while

Webber; ‘‘everybody dashed A i
for safety into. the fire or out of it, jothers slept in the T, and N. O. sta-!

as the wind might blow the flames.|tion, in day cars, box cars, and cattle:
We raced through the bottom of a V |‘CaX'S- They were glad to get anywhere!
shaped wall of flames and the corner ‘in drder to-snatch a few hours' ‘sleep.
closed in right behind u$. . I made| Scorched the. Train.

for the lake,” while Gillette stayed in| when he left the north 27 bodies
a mud trench.

 found out.” : :
A Dash Through the Woods.
Longing for .the sleep whieh had
I been denied them for tour days and
"for 'a Turkish bath to remove some|
of the mud they had rolled in  to

C. E. Meeks, mana-{y.3 peen taken from the Dome mine.|

ger of the Dome mines, stayed in his ‘Five or ten more were in sight, but’,

house until the last moment with histhad Botbean. takan But.
wife an.d two children ‘and his 'was completely cut off by the fire.
mother-in-law, ~ When the houseli imine gown from Englehart to
went, they all ran over the hill to ali ’ g
place where several barrels of water [JJOrth Bay,the train-passed through a
were placed for emergency. They |Seéction of the country which is burn-
were all right when they got thers,|@©d over, and the heat from the ground
but all were badly burnmed on the[;Was SO intense that ‘both sides of the
7 ‘ccaches were scorched.. The fire had

way.”’

i Sixty in Pool of Ice Water ‘passed over that area on Tuesday, but
5 =y A

| Speaking of the men who perished i, ..\~ ror months unless there is a

Matheson |

‘the ground is still burning, and willl

i

~

2

On (Tuesday Mr. Barnard’s
wereat the Coronation property, and
the fires were coming so close and the
sn.uatio‘n _100}_(ed sc ‘vi.-ea.ening that
it was decided to turn back fo Potts-
ville. :

LSy the time we
ville,” he said, “the wind was blowing

party:

reached  ‘Potts-'

LAURIER’S WORK
IN GREAT BRITAIN
| By J. A, Mac¢Donald ‘in - the
Toronty Globe.

in the bottom of the West Domel}
shait, he said he thought they went
down as g last resort when they
were hemmed in by the flameés.

heavy rain,

Trainload of Coffins.

A special trainload of coffins - was

like a hurricane and thé fire was com- The 1 . nagandists of-Protection for
1ing towards us in leaps and bounds. i pritain are very angry these days. The
We crossed from Potisvilleé on the .50 of their wrath is the refusal of
corduroy Toad toi Golden City, Where (yo Tmperial conference. to lend itself

| “There was a big pool of ice water, sent north from North Bay yesterday
at the Dome shaft,” he continued, afternoon, according to Mr. Brawn.
‘“where over 60 of our men went in.! Wm. Smith and George Watt arriv-
They would keep their heads under-ed together, having escaped when
the water as long as they could, and l‘s()uth Porcupine 'was burned. ‘"l'he
then they would ‘gasp in a breath of 'whole town didn’t last half an hour
the bB’“‘"g air... They were all gfter the flames got started on it”
'saved. e & b Gt declared Mr, Watt. ‘“Everyone fought
\ reat Was Cu d . i %
. -las hard as they could prevent the
Wilili:?\m Fow_ler, a Toronto PrOSDeC',nre ffom spreading t%’ the . frame
ggx,‘ril;lmfo a}tﬂ °8h?£;b°;%esrz Cit(; wl_;.: . buildings, but no power on earth could
S ) ; : s
founq “edting the first peaceful meal stop the_m. Women and children were
in several days. Mr. Fowler wafs-n“‘hed it l.)oats and taken ou't into
with a prospectiig Party of efght ard .1he.lake, while the men.stood. in the
i 1 - tHo. Delorg. Mownship. - ;After: aver 4D 1o thely nocks;,. but,. even
two fire scares” which drove them  then their faces were burned
Back ‘each time to Pottsville, they Many were drowned. There must have
!been 200 or. 300 people in the water,

were caught by the raging flames, too | 4
far out to reach the town. tand seores cf them were drowned.’

“We  had all: finished our midday A Black Twelfth of July, ;
meal- on' Tuesday,” said Mr. Fowler,’r J. S. Long, of Pearl lake, stood in
“when i1 "heard a roaring in the ‘dis—iwa.ter to his neck.in order to escape
tanee. ¢ T told‘the others, and we' the Herce heat, /it ‘Wwas 4a black
watched, while' in 'a few minutes' & tweltth of July in’FPearl Lake,” he
big cloud ofsmoke blew up on thg'sald‘ **At Porcupine more than 20U
hotizom:{ A 'wilg’l wind was blowving,»peop;e were drowned, while at least
and. one ofiglr party, an old Denver that miany more were burned to death.
miner; waried - us that it woul@] when -it ‘was Seeri!that the fire. was
travel ‘a. milgtd minute in that breeZe.v' beyond contrei allithe foreigners ran
We droppeq everything but  a few away. They -would ot : remain and
gnpsl: ?ontaxmng ch’d’ and Tan for hélp us fight, I escaped by taking to
our l"s;s‘;ldcr' Tankes Trefich the__w'ater,{,pg; how, spme managed to

Bla v L =L 3 % ”
R : get away .18 a mystery to me,

“The names were hemming us in on! E y 3

cvizy S, and Jos v hings ook T, P Smih hnd Bl bt W
1 ran across an oldjy’ ? ; %
bd ople e i who escaped from the Dome prcperty.

camp, where a trench had been drug. g e 3
We piled into the trench, which w:si’rhey arrived in the city‘last night and
about five feet deep, and found to,leftimmediately for their home.

our joy that there was a well of How Golden Uity Was" saved.

water in one.end. = We rigged up a| . That it was only by dint of ‘almost

we found everyone in a great State of
;exciter‘nent, as South Porcupine was
Iburning,

A Roaring Furnace.

“The wind@ inereased and sooh
Pottsville was a roaring furnace and
the people of Geilden City began mov-
ing their effects on fct the shore of
Porcupine TLake, provisions being pil-
red high on the sand.
| “Charles Piercy, the chief of police,
and Jack Munro, the ex-pugilist, were
seen moving around di. -cting the

,men, ~Teat work was done -under

,tion, although buildings were burned
,all ground it. A’ slight change in the
direction ¢f the wind saved the rest
of the city.”
Hardware Merchant’s Story.
Mr. Frank A. Childs, the proprieter

of a chain of hardware stores, doing|

pusiness in Cochrane, Mau.eson and
Kelso, who arrived at the Frince
|George, gave The News some idea of
|the devastation brcught about by the
' holocaust.
| At ‘the time Cochrane was swept
| by the flames, Mr, Childs was for-
nately on a trip to Frarry Sound,
whither he had taken Mrs, Childs, and
the first intimation he learned of the
disaster was at North Bay, where
he happened across Superintendent
J. H. Black, of the T. & N. O. rail-
way.
All His Stores Burned.

“Every one of my stores has been

burned tc the ground,” he said. “They

to their campaign, The politicians are
. nursing their wrath for the mast part
fin secret, or giving it expression only
in safe hearing. But the protectionist
newspapers cannot kKeep quiet. Their
business is to discuss questions every
yduy. In their summing up of the Im-
perial conferénce they. have mot been
“able to conceal their chagrin and dis-
lappointment. They did so strongly
hope that the prime ministers from
the Dominions cculd be snared into
an expression of opinion which could
be worked into their own tariff cam-

and their guidance, a bucket brigade sav-' paign. But never a word did any one
ing the Murphy house from destruc-|of the premiers utter which gave even j adian and truly Imperial,

a crumb of conifort to the weary ad-
)\'ocates of the Chamberlain tarift
policy. 'This refusal was so deliberate
|and sc squarely in defiance of the daily
!appeals and exhortations, and even
| threatenings of the more aggressive of
the protectionist journals, that all the
world now knows of it.
Unionist Press on Laurier,

| 'Sir Wilfrid Laurier, being the sen-
ior prime minister, and admittedly
|the ablest member oI the lmperia,
! conference, is made the object of the
| most direct attacks. The Times went
'so far as it judged wauld be prudent
in its criticism of Sir Wilfrid, and in
“damning him with faint praise. But
"cm all hands one hears of the decline
of the "l'mes as a leader oL pubLcC
opinion since it passed under Harms-
worth <control; its opposiuon, lnere-
fore, has had no effect. The Morn-
ing Post, one cf the most aggressive
' of the protectionist journals, is much
Agdin and again, it

blanket over the fop of the trench|Superhuman efforts that Golden City

and soaked it with water, while we,
all kept down. ‘We had hardly got'
fixéd when the flames blew through
the tops of the trees, and the fire all
around us became hoiter and hotter.
We took turns in throwing water on
each other from the well and 'in
dashing water up against the blanket. |
Several times sparks came through
the flaps of the blanket, but we were
| able to put them out with the water.”

For over four hours the party were
Iforced to lie in the trench. Once
{ when they feared they would suffo-
cate they got up and started to lift
up the blanket. So fierce was the'
heat, outside, however, that they
were forced @own_ again. J
| Went Blind Temporarily.

As soon/as the blaze had passed
them by, e party began their long
and .bitterly hot march to Pottsville.
“Fowler's . eyes Wwerae.unable te stand
the heat, and he went temporarily
blind, having to be led by his fel-
,Jows. | Yesterday was the first” day
| since 'the fire that he was able to
see.at all glearly.

Mr. Fowler’'s wife aided him 'in tell-
ing his story, he having told her
many. of the terrible incidents almost
immediately on_his arrival.,

“But I wouldn’t tell anybody half
the things I saw,” he said; ‘‘they are
too -horrible. ¥. The newspapers can't
begin to tell what happened. One had
to be there to see. I believe the re-
ports of the dead will run far higher
than the press estimates.”

Shoulder Deep in Water.

J. J. Mess, a mine operator from
Renp, Nevada,- was among those who
savel their lives by standing shoul-
der. deep ‘in“the waters of Porcupine
lake until the fury of the flames sub- |
sided. He said that fully: 400 peoplée

was Saved trom destruction was tne'

statement of Mr. H, &, McLean, 275
Indian road, who represents the Un-
ited Empire Typewritér company, in
the ncrth country.

“For five hours I worked at a well,

lifting water out and handing it to the
pucket bprigade,”” said Mr. McLean.

it was a case of Keep at it.

even broke out under our very 1eet
beside the well. Cinders and embers

and great coals were lighting on all;

sidés and “it was ‘a ‘case of work like
‘‘rejans or be burned up with the
town.”

when word came acrcss the lake
that South FPorcuplne was ablaze,
every boat in Golden City set out to
rescue tie fugitives on the other side.
1t was impossible, said Mr. Mclean,
for the South Porcupine people to es-
cape. the terrible heat by standing
neck-deep in the water. Those who
did"'so " had their Yaces burnc. ‘gnd
scarred intc one great. blister.

Arm Blown Off by Dynamitte,

One man had his arm blown off in
the dynamite explosion at the Big
Dome mine, and it had to be ampu-
tated at the shoulder.

Dr. Mathewson, of Golden City, and

The,;
i
flames were within five feet of us, and

were only partially covered by insur-‘more outspoken.
ance, in /fact, I carried none on my has misrepresented, perhaps ignorant-
lKelsO establishment, so I can’t at pre_‘ly, poth what Sir W.....d durler
sent 'begin to. figure my actual loss stood for in the past and what he
except to say that it will ‘not be.less stands for today. It represented him
than $10,000. I am compensated for as asking for protection in Britain in
my own pecuniary losses, however, by order that Canada might get a pref-
‘the satiSfaction that none of my em- erence. It began by assuming this ta
I picycs lost their lives. ®| be his position in the past, and prais-
Quarter Mile Cleared in Half-Hour. {ing him for it, and when he declined
‘ People here have no concepticn of{to respond to its praise it began t¢
the tremendous damage done, nor of]blame. And other protectionist news-
the rapidity with whi the flames| papers have behaved in the same way.
swept along. Just imagine, if you can, Sir Willrid Wins Out.
a fire starting a quarter Ot a mile Of course, Sir Wilfrid is much too
from = store and in half an hour orjexperienced to be caught by any Such
so clearing out everything for another|guiie. He gave no heed, made no
ihalf mile beycnd. apswer, but did his part as a member
v Wind 60 Miles an Hour, of the conference with such intel.ig-
| “The'wind was blowing with a Ve-lence and effect.veness that, despite
;Iocity of 60 or 60 miles an hour, and|the tariff press, he stands . out ‘dis-
ithe wall of flame would curve UP-ltinctly the most conspicuous ngure
'wards and over a tract of a quarter of ;and one of the grealest statesmen
a mile. It was this rapidity of aP~|from the Overseéas Dominions. All
proach . that prevented so many from|Canadians, who are not dyed-in-the-
Imaking their escape. « | wiool Tory protectionists, express their
"1 was Sorry ‘to hear alout DCOT|pride in him as the representative
Bob Weiss. It seems a peculiar stroke! of Canadian opinion, and life in Eng-
of irony that he should have managed [ land today.
,to save his wife and child from the It must not be supposed, however,
|fire af Kelso, only for-all three t0]that he has not warm friends and de-
perish at P’orcupine.” fenders among the London journals,
l No Canadian could desire Stronger
i support than he has had in the chief

e e Rl e CATIGARY WANTS
COAL DUTIES OYF

ing .of clcihes on dead bodies was |

stopped only by the orders of the chief |

of police that all looters be shot at paoard of Trade Learns that a Hun-

sight, dred Thousand Tons Are Available

Lelt rorcupine for rottsville, i Spokane and Take Steps to Se-
rlanning to spend a week among cure a Supply/ " r Western Pro-

the mines of the great north country, vinces, )

Mr,. W, 1 Barnard, of .. Balu... Calgary, July .l—The +«Dominion

Advertising - service, ‘Leronto, -arrived : Govgr'nme_xit wil]l be asked hy the city

in ‘Porcupine only last Saunday, but'a.nd.. board of trade of Calgary to at

once remove the duties on coal emter-

nis visit was cut short by the con-

h k 7 be-
fled@ to the lf e,.’;‘am.i expressed’ the 'be Hagration.
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; the proper authorities.

‘ing ‘Cénadafrom the United States for

a peﬁdﬁ' of six monthss A local paper
‘ this afternoon, published a Ietter
from a Spokdne coar cealer, contain-
ing fhe information that there were
! a hundred thousand tons of coal av-
aila])le'fdb’export to Alberta and Sag-
katchewan. during. the ' next two
months. . ] <

At a'joint moeting of the board of
trade and represcéntatives ot the. city,
held ths afternoon, a unanimous re-
solution fvas passed to the efiect that
the /Government be memorializéd to
suspend all Auties on coal ior a per-
iod "of six months. ¢

This resolution was transmitted by
wire to Mayor Mitchell ,who is now
in Quawa for tsubmission by him 'to
I A resolution
was also passed asking the city com-
n®isSjoners to ascertain at what cost
coal could be obtained in the .United
Stafes and to endeavor to secure re-
duced rates from boundary points to
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NUMBER OF VIOTIMS CLAIMED BY FIRE IN THE DIFFERENT DISTRICTS —Mep of devastated mining area, lshowing where ‘chiet*loss of life
Bince-the .may was. drawn, howeyer, estitnates o.q_-the dead at the Dome h@ive. been reduced to
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all points {n Alberta, Saskatchewan
and British Columbia.
|

$800 Fire Ottumwa.
Ottumwa, Iowg, July 22—Fire yes-

‘m“;‘-"‘“f b %3 aamoni N {terday destroyed the W, H. Cooper &

Son  furniture store, entaling a. loss
of $60,000 to the Stock and about $20,-
000 to ‘the building. Both ‘stock and
building were insured.
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positions he has taken from Liberal
journals like the Daily Chronicle, the
Daiiy News and the Westminster Ga-
zette, and from powerful weeklies like
The Nation and The Economist, 1f
‘their views have nc¢ been published
{in Canada the situation has not been
| acequately represented, ’

. A Cabal Against Laurier.

The opinion is held by the leading
Liberal journals in London that pro-
tectionist journals in Britain and in
Canada ‘have been in league deliber-
gtely to weaken Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
ih.uence, in order, if possible, to pro-
thote the political ends they have in
view. There is no doubt as tc the facts.
Qn beth sides of the Atlantic every-
tiung  that po:lucal <«aicanery
4o has Deen done with th.s end in
view. The London journals, most of
them now controlled by individuals or
syndicates interested in the tariff cam-
paign, are Kept supplied with preju-
diced opinions from Canada, and all
Kinds of partisan attacks on his char-
acter,or his policy are sent over and
prominently featured. This is meant
to. destroy him as the representative
of Canadian opinicn on questions like
imperidl -tariffs and imperial prefer-
ences. Similarly the offensive attacks
vn Pim by the London protectionist
journals are reproduced in Canada in
the hope that they may count against
nun for something in the next federal
e}et-tions, Whether true or not, as
Lonacn Liheral journalists affirny that
there 15 a protecticmist cabal against
Sir W Ifrid, all the facts fit in with
tha theory.

London’s Cheers for Laurier
But it cannot succeed either here

coula i

already. On the
progress through London
in the long line of carric
of Royalty itself,
s0 enthusiastic
cheering throughout entire sev
miles of the proc n as was
Wilfrid® Laurier. At
striking features w
instantly the )
name often being called
again. This refusal of
be influenced by a cor
tion of thg newspaper
lustrate what the Lord
Scotland said to me about
general election in Britain:
a campaign of the platform
the press and the platform won.
the present instance the protectior
press seems equally to fail in its ef
forts to damage the influence of ti
foremost Canadian statesman.
A Truly Canadian Policy

And Canada will understand. Mos
thoughtful Canadians will appreve
the_reasonable position taken by the
Prime Minister on the question of old
treaty restrictions, on immigration,
on Empire organization and Empirc
trade, and on the matters of defence
That position was at once truly Can-
And be-
j cause Sir Wilfrid Laurier refused to be
dragged into domestic politics indEng-
yland he proved himself the truer Can-
izuli:m and the greater” Imperial states-
:man, The fact~%hat he would not
‘enter the controversy, even in self-de-
i fence, is to his credit, for h>d he den-
‘ijed some of the protectionist allega-
tions he would of necessity have had
to commit himself for or- against,
This he absolntely refused to do.

As a result he stands out more con-
spicuously: than ever before as the
overseas statesman of whom 4all the
Empire is proud, and more prouder
than his fellow Premiers from the
other Dominions. His speec¢h at the
Constitutional Club to a rather hos-
tile audience, in which he discussed
the reciprocity 'agreement, and gave
straight denial to the annexation talk,
in which ignorant and irresponsible
people, and those with other ends in
view, so persistently indulge, was, as
Sir Gilbert Parker said, the speech
* a master, frank, Couragénu& strong
Nc¢ matter what the cable despatches
ma say, Sir Wilfrid Laurier has
“done Canada proud” on this import-
ant visit to London. J. AL M

C.P.R. CLAIMS AGENT
MAKES SETTLEMENT

R. W. Kellough, general cdlaims
agent of the Canadian Pacific railway,
havinz charge of all personal claims
latd against the C. P. R. between Port
Arthur and Calgary, arrived in the
city yesterday to arrgnge settlement
with the complainants of the wreck,
which taok place on the 12th of July,
near Ponoka, some fifty miles south
of Edmonton.

Mr. Kellough sta'es that the officials
of the road have arrived at 1o de-
cisicm as to the cause of the wreck,
but are of the. opinion that it
purely -accidental and that it was for-
tunate that there were no lives lost.
The officials have been wunable to
trace any negligence or carelessness on
the part.of the employees nor can they
find any cause of trouble in the con-
dition of the frack at this point, but
assume that it must go down in his-
tory as one of thosg mysterious mis-
fortunes which so frequently visit rail-
roads.

Mr. Kellcugh had little difficulty in

arranging settlement with those who
were injured, and states that although
.Some were a trifle unreasonable, in
their requests, the majority wer
pleased to accept settlements at his
i hands.
i He also ‘righted the differences he-
tween the local order of Orangemen
|and the railroad, the Orangemen being
lindignant over what they claimed was
unnecessary delay caused - by the
wreck.

GETTING MEN FOR
THE BIG HARVEST

Hon. Robt. Rogers in Montreal Has
Completed Arrangements in Orvder
That Harvesters Will Be Sent Out
to West' By ‘All Regular Trains,

Toronto, July 21—Hon. Robhe¢
Rogers stated here tonight that
had. just completed satisfactory ar
rangements with the Canadian Pac
Railwaysat ‘a conference in Montre
whereby ‘men for harvesting th
Lwestern wheat crop will be forward
fram Ontario and Quebec with t!
greatest possible dispatch.

It will not now be necessary for *
men to wait for the periodical hr
vesters’ excursion as the railway
agreed to send the men west
regular trains as fast as they
ticketed. The securing of men
the harvest and. providjug for
transportation was the chief objc
Mr. Rogers” trip to the east, and
says the present prospects are
all the men needed will be on
fields by the time cutting begins.
work in this.connection will De
pleted today and he leaves for W
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