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THE GIGANTIC CONSPIRACY
AGAINST RAILWAY COMPETITION

The Traditional Allies Stand Hand in Hand to Hold Back 
Competing Roads and to Fasten the Tentacles of the 
Octupus on the Industry and Commerce of the Western 

,-Country. .

The political situation in the West 
to-day bears on its face all the evid­
ences of a gigtyitic conspiracy be­
tween the Parliamentary Opposi­
tion party and the Canadian Pacific 
Kailway Company to throttle railway 
competition and fasten the monopoly 
of the C.P R. on a broader range ot 
Western country than it ever held be­
fore.

The Allies.
For a quarter of a century the 

leaders of the Conservative party 
have stood in tacit alliance with the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company; 
an alliance by which legislative and 
administrative favors were traded for 
political support; in virtue of which 
the party worked in Parliament for 
tiie benefit of the Company, and the 
Company worked in the country for 
the benefit of the party. This alliance 
has been continuously active, always 
aggressive. It extended and extends 
as far as the influence of. the Com­
pany reaches, and as far as flic power 
of the party in Parliament could be 
safely exercised.

Competition to the Sea.
The people of Canada four years ago 

chartered the Dominion Government 
to arrange for the building of a rail­
way system extending from the At­
lantic to the Pacific. The main and 
essential purpose of that railway sys­
tem is to break the monopoly of the 
C. P. R. in Western Canada and to 
give to the industry and commerce of 
this country the advantages and as­
sistance of railway competition in 
place of the handicap and disadvan­
tages of railway monopoly.

The Monopoly Breaker.
In this purpose the important sec­

tion of the National Transcontinental 
is the eastern section. Unless 
that section is built the buildifig of 
the western, system could introduce 
competition, between .-wastem pointe, 
hut it woùltfno^gkre è^pAlish.' yliole- 
some competit»n YjeJgredtt the" west 
and the outside world than the build­
ing of the Canadian Northern did. 
In the language of Sir William Van 
Horne, the development of western 
Canada has heretofore been confined 
to enlarging the hopper and yicrc.-is- 
ing the volume of grain to flow out. 
We must now enlarge the spout 
through which the grain flows out of 
the hopper. If that is done the hop­
per may -be still, enlarged no man 
knows how much. If it is not done, 
the hopper is already too large for 
the spout—witness the grain block-* 
adP which for ten ÿears has Ibsen 
the annual problem of lx>th the west­
ern farmer and the C. P. R. The 
remedy for this, and the only remedy 
offering is the construction of the 
eastern section, of the National Trans­
continental.

W- — ' '
The C. P. R. on the War-Path.

the bond guarantee of the mountain 
section, two thousand miles away.
That this apparent hostility to the 
eastern portion was no accident was 
tiinde plain when he proceeded to 
read and represent as the opinions 
of the London Economist paragraphs 
written from Ottawa by a correspon­
dent openly asserted without denial to 
be on the pay-roll of the C. P. R...

It is against the eastern section 
that Mr. Borden leads his followers 
in the eastern provinces today. In the 
towns and cities along the C. P. R. 
he inveighs against this work as a 
monument of Government extrava­
gance. The Mail and Empire, his 
most vigorous newspaper champion, 
openly assails it as a road through 
the “northern wilderness.” Follow­
ers listening to his language do not 
hesitate to construe it as an attack 
'in the project as a prfiject, and as 
implying a willingness" to repudiate 
or handicap the project if he attains 

-power.

Consistent Hostility.
All this is in perfect accord with 

the policy Mr. Borden has pursued 
from the first. A year ago he pre­
sumed to lay down a policy for the 
Opposition. It professed to deal with 
all the outstanding matters of public 
import. But none of its planks bore 
reference to the National Transcontin­
ental or pledged its completion, early 
or late. In expression of that plat­
form Mr. Borden spoke from the At­
lantic to the Pacific, but his speeches 
diil not better his platform in so far 
as the new road was concerned. For 
all the platform or the speeches said 
>r implied the inference is logical 
and necesasry that Mr. Borden enter­
tains toward the eastern section an 
aversion -constant and fundamental; 
that if given control he would not com­
plete the road as it- was begun, a pos­
session of the people ; or if forced *» 
complete it would do so in such dila­
tory manner that the primary pur­
pose of its construction would be, prac­
tically deteit**4- t

Just because the eastern section is 
the section which would break its 
monopoly by providing compstition 
through to the sea, the eastern sec­
tion is the one to which the C. P. fi­
ls most opposed and against which 
that. Company may be expected, to 
continue to exert, as they have exert­
ed, and do exert, their utmost en­
deavor. If they could prevent the 
eastern section being built there is 
no reason to suppose they would par­
ticularly object to the building of 
the -western system, -for the western 
system would then be only a feeder 
and distributor for the C. P. R. 
through line. But the eastern section 
promises not only to handle the traf­
fic generated along the new western 
lines but will bid as well for the 
traffic which heretofore the C. P. Ri 
has had at its mercy. The eastern 
section is the solution of the mon­
opoly feature; hence against the ease- 
ern section the C. P. R. has most 
reaeon to wage war.

To Hold up the 
Hudson Bay Road.

The Hudson Bay railway Ls another 
scheme for “enlarging the spout.” And 
to this Mr. Borden has shown little 
more friendship than toward the Na­
tional Transcontinental. It had n< 
place in his platform. It received no 
mention in his speeches. His party 
in Alberta are pledged to reverse the 
policy of the Federal Government how 
ever long the road might he delayed 
by so doing. Every argument urged 
agaiinsfc the National! Transcontin­
ental on the ground of expendit un­
is equally an argument against the 
Hudson Bay road, for the Government 
is undertaking this too as a public 
owned enterprise.

Mr. Borden stands committed there­
fore to opposition to the policy o' 
spending public money in building 
the eastern section of the National 
Transcontinental and the Hudson Bay 
railway. It must be assumed, there­
fore, that if given power he would 
abandon that policy if abandonment 
were possible and if abandonment 
were not possible wouid go as far to­
ward it as were possible by delaying 
the Construction of these roads.

Mr. Barden on the Same Trail.
New it is against the eastern section

that Mr. Borden wages war. It wan
against this he led bin followers five 
yearn ago, and against it he leads 
them today. With the western por­
tion he had and has comparatively 
little fault to find. With the eastern 
section he has every fault to find. It 
was against this section that he 
launched his attack in the house three 
months ago. The ground he took was 
that the expense of it was more than 
the country could bear. That the 
"expense was. more than need be or 
should be, he did not try to estali- 
lish, but atood simply on the prin­
ciple that the country could not 
.afford to 'enlarge the spout" for the 

crop. In substantiation .of

Tba C. P. R. Program.
Meantime what arc the C. P. R. 

doing? First their solicitor for Alberta 
takes the field for the Opposition and 
captures the presidency of the Calgary 
association. Then he and innumer­
able other employees of the company 
take the stump for opjxisition candi­
dates. They arc campaigning today 
in support of Mr. Borden and his 
policy of delay.

Then comes the news that a survey 
party of C. P. R. engineers have been 
traversing the north country, run­
ning lines for prospective roads ti> the 
T'-ace River counfry. Simultaneously 

j'he Calgary Herald gad the Edmon­
ton Journal wake up and discover 
Hint the primary and pressing need 
o’ this country is a net-work of rail­
way lines running north and south to 
the main line of the C. P. R.

Next the C. P. R. directors vole an 
. sue of pew stock amounting to lifty 
million dollars to be used as the 
directors think necessary.

Then Sir Thos. Shaughnessy comes 
up to Edmonton over the line of the 
C. N. R. Sir Thomas does not usu­
ally travel over other roads cxe -pt on 
business, and stranger things have 
happened than that the fifty millions 
or part of them should be used fer 
the purchaee of the Canadian North­
ern railway
The Beautiful Coincidence-

1

tien of the Qrsnd Trunk Pacific were 
ebandoned or delayed C. P. R. mon­
opoly would continue to rule supreme 
so far as the through traffic of the 
western country is concerned; Mr. 
Borden is preaching throughout tin- 
length and breadtii of the eastern 
provinces that we eannot afford to 
build this road and that we should 
“call a halt,” to ute*, his own words. •

If the building-uluthe-Hudsdn Ray- 
toad were nbanrtujtod or dvltiyed the 
C. P. R. would to'freed'from another, 
competing outlet for a part, of the sea­
son at least; Mr. Borden preaches that 
we have not enough money to build 
one outlet, without sUttirfg another, 
while his 'f-and-itlates tor Al>ita carry 
a flag calling for the suspension of 
Federal construction.

By a new stock issue the Canadian 
Pacific company announce their in­
tention of extending their system, 
either by the purchase of lines already 
built or by the construction oi new 
on.-s. Delay in building the eastern 
section would hamper the Q. T. P. in 
constructing their branch line system 
by making them for the time merely 
a feeder for the C. P. R., and thus en­
able the G. P. R. to extend their own 
system as suited their convenience or 
served their interests.

Cc.npetition Delayed is 
Competition Denied.

Mr. Borden preaches a crusade for 
tn* delay if net for the abandonment 
of the eastern section of the National 
Transcontinental and the Hudson Bay 
railway—and preaches it at a time 
when the C. P. R. are girding them­
selves for a campaign of railway ex­
tension throughout the West. The C. 
P. R. say in effect that they are start­
ing to reach out for the business of 
the western country by net-working it 
with feeders to their main line. Mr. 
Borden says in effect that we should 
delay construction of the government- 
owned competitors of the C. P. R. 
until the company have accomplished 
their purpose and established them- 

' lves throughout the settled and set­
tling portions of the entire wostèrn 
country. Mr. Rorden preaches delay 
in railway1-building when the C. P. 
R- are voting millions to extend their 
ra.lway system. He calls upon the 
country to hold back from building 
competing railways when to hold back 
means to give the C. P. ' R. a free 
hand in the construction of lines 
which would minimize the benefits of 
the competing lines if It did not even 
give Mr. Borden a pretext for aband­
oning these altogether.

people. The road is completed today, 
has been completed for a generaiou. 
But that road does hot belong to the 
people of Canada. It*is the property 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway com­
pany.

How is this? Just- thirty years ago 
tile Government which was building 
the public-owned road was driven 
from power by tho cry that the enter, 
prise was too costly and would bank­
rupt the country. A Conservative 
Government succeeded them. The 
new government gave the completed 
portion of the road to the C. P. R. 
company—thirty-seven million dollars’ 
worth of property brought into being 
by the earnings of the people of Can­
ada; they gave the company 25 mil­
lion acres of land for taking the road, 
and 25 million dollars cash for taking 
the land.

There is an unpieasaut analogy be­
tween the circumstance®' of 1878 and 
those of 1D08. Now, as then, we have 
a Liberal Government bi/ilding a gov­
ernment-owned railway outlet from 
the western country to the Atlantic. 
Now, as then, we have an Opposition 
leader calling upon the country to 
“call a halt" on account of the ex­
pense of the undertaking, and hand­
ing out very equivocal declarations as 
to his intentions should be get into 
power. The government of 1878 was 
defeated and we have been paying for 
their defeat ever since. If the Gov­
ernment were defeated In 1908 what 
assurance have the public that the 
mirage of thirty years ago would not 
be repeated? Nothing but the equi­
vocal, very equivocal, declaration of 
a leader who falsified his calculations 
to prove the enterprise à hundred mil­
lions more costly than his own figures 
warranted,' and who read as the opin­
ions of a foremost financial journal 
the partisan babblings of a C. P. R. 
hireling.

Railway Competition at Stake.
Never was the transportaion problem 

in the West in a more critical position 
than it is today. For years the coun­
try liai been struggling to free itself 
liom the toils of railway monopoly. 
Rome measure ^>f success has been at­
tained, and the complete liberation 
of our commerce and industry is in 
sight. At this moment comes Mr. 
Berden calling on us to stay our hands 
—and at this moment comes also the 
octopus with a program for railway 
extension which would make them the 
masters of the traffic of the country 
ar.d the dictators of its freight taxes. 
NeVcr did the policy of a political 
party better serve tile enfin of.a cor­
poration. Never in the long history ol 
their disgraceful servitude did the 
leaders of the Conservative party iri 
Parliament toil more valiantly ormore. 
openly for the ascendancy of their 
powerful ally.

| Now rrhWVVr how 'beautifully til 
he quoted in a table of “cost of policy of Mr. Borden and the inter­

section" his estimate of esta of the C. P. R. coincide.

Where the Public Would Get^Off.
Ityequires but a momenv* reflec­

tion to show tiré patron of4tfcie ra.il- 
w " )3com panic: where he woqjW get oft 
in «p game fixer! up for hiferi by the' 
allies. Sifjipose Mr. Borden returned 
to power and liis policy of delay *n- 
forced until the C. P. R. had extend­
ed its lines wherever it seemed profit­
able to extend them. What then 
would be the chances of the comple­
tion of the competing lines? For 
years when the people of the West 
cried out for new railways they wore 
told that their traffic would not pay 
interest on one railway let alone on 
tv-o. They would be told the same if 
lire C. P. R. monopoly extended 
throughout the whole western country. 
The means wdiich were used for dec- 
adty to prevent that corporation show­
ing a favorable earning power to the 
public would be used to do so again. 
Stifled by monopoly the traffic of the 
country 'Wbulfiy Klip rs it .formerly 
failed,.to gay -dividends on water, 
and the fact that it failed Would be 
cast up tp the-western people as 
ample reason fOLabançIpning^the pro­
jects for “enlariÿi^th^spdut." Thy a 
the monopoly from which the country 
has* been partly freed and from which 
ir will be absolutely freed when the 
now projected lines are completed 
would again be, Enthroned, and with 
authority as broad* as the"settled area 
of the western country.

A Lesson From History.
Tfiat Mr. Borden would eventually 

complete the eastern section may be 
true, but the point is: How would it 
be completed? Would the people own

Conservative Regime.
...................... $182,072,810
.'..................  189,965,778
.....................  206,592,661
. .-. ...... .. 227,594.106
. ..................  227,354,021
V.................. 228.272370

eepted now, hut in any ease, it could tnry defends the Canadian preferential 
not apply to a new country into which tariff with unwonted vigor and clearness, 
was pouring a desirable immigration, He concludes his article with these 
because the mass oi imports'would in- words: “When British goods are com- 
clude the possessions of the new peting witli foreign goods in any part of 
comers, and. also much of the capital the empire on more or less equal terms 
in the form of both money and mater- even a moderate preference on British 
ial which came to be used in the'goods will turn the scale in their favor.

The Logic of the Situation.
The logic of the situation is tint 

should Mr. Borden obtain power the 
West may expect-—

1— The suspension, or practical sus­
pension oi work on the eastern sec­
tion of the National Transcontinental;
thereby producing a necessary an 1 
protracted delay in the extension.:!' 
the western system, j

2— The delay of thp Hudson Bay 
railway.

3— The rapid extension of the C. P. 
R..system thrpughou^.the settled por­
tions of the whole Wpjit.

4— The declaration (frpm the Govern­
ment that the, W**t, bad all thé pall- 
ways it needed and that the eastern 
section and the,. Hudson Bay road 
were to be abandoned ;

5 With the alternative announce­
ment that the eastern section had 
gone the way of the former public-i 
owned railway which fell into the 
same hands, and had become,a part ot 
tile C. P. R. system. . . , , ,

, ' "CHOICE TOMATOES"?
Mr. Hebert Cimon, Conservative 

candidate in Quebec Centre, publishes 
an advertisement spying: “There will

always be representatives of the
candidate at the committee rooms to 

“furnish refreshments to parties re­
quiring them.”

opening up and development of the 
country's resources.

Therefore Canada may well be con­
gratulated upon the. magnitude of her 
imports as well ns upon her surplus 
products which' we send 'tp -other 
countries. If we take thé merchan­
dise imports for the periods above set 
out, but choosing years at wider in­
tervals for the sake of shortening our 
table, we obtain the following state­
ment, :

1. Under the Conservative regime.
1888................................. $100;671,628;
1892..................... . . . 118,160,413
1896..................................  105,361,161
2. Under Liberal administration.
1909...................................$172,506,878
1904 ...................................  243,590,019
1908................................ : 351,825,024

• • •
Everyone will admit that there is 

evidence of prosperity in the export­
ing of a large surplus of the country's 
products, but it must be remembered 
that very rapid growth tends to lessen 
this surplus, because so much of what 
is produced is needed to supply the 
wants of new comers before the re­
sults of their labors are available. It 
is necessary to bear this in mind to 
îealize how much of prosperity is in­
dicated by the figures in the latter of 
the following tables, which are for the 
same years as those just set out. They 
represent the total exports of mer­
chandise of all kinds from the Domin­
ion :

1. Under the Conservative regime.
1888..................................$ 87.101,144
1892,......................... . .. 108,806,044
1896.. .............................  112,985,490
2. Under Liberal administration.
1900.................................. $177,776.044
1904 ..................................  211,055,678
1908 ..................................  263,368,952

The lesson is obvious. It is simply 
that the methods adopted by the 
Liberal party for the encouragement 
of uociul immigration, the facilitating 
of industry the opening up of oppor­
tunities for agriculture and other 
wealth-producing operations, have .11 
been more successful and effective 
than the policies which they replaced.
It would be folly to- abandon these 
methods, either to return to the old 
conditions of comparative stagnation,
or to experiment with anv new', , „„„ ,
schemes which have hot yet been even jcrijv in «jkJeiter? The ’tottest con-

Where they are competing at a slight 
hut decided disadvantage the preference 
can neutralize that disadvantage.” The 
effect of value of Sir Wilfrid Laurier's 
33-1-3 preference will in the sober judg­
ment of history be one of the centripetal 
forces that has worked for the fiscal re­
form of the Empire.

Dr. (’lark, the Liberal candidate in 
Ited Deer, is being attacked because he 
is not a farmer. Last year Dr. Clark was 
the largest patron of the Olds creamery. 
T.ike Mr. Root he has large numbers of 
horses and rattle, but lie does not take 
them with him electioneering.

The criticism of the Conservative press 
against Mr. A. W. Fraser for running ‘n 
Ottawa ,and against Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
in displacing him reminds one of a fam­
ous satirist's diatribe on Galvanism :

"Yon can and you can’t.
You will and you won’t,

You’ll be damned if you do,
And you'll lie damned if you don’t.”

Mr. Borden has but one journalistic 
champion in Montreal, the Gazette. The 
star is neutral, white-tile Herald, Wit­
ness, La Patrie, J,n Presse, and Le Can­
ada are carrying the battle to the gates 
and into the Conservative camp. When 
it is remembered that le Presse has a 
daily circulation that reaches one-quar­
ter cf the people of Montreal every day, 
one can understand what it means to 
quarrel with the press.

Earl Grey for Martin,” is a newspa­
per heading that gives the reader a 
shock. The query immediately arises 
when did the Governor-Genera] enter 
politics? This heading appeared in a 
Regina paper the other day. The ex­
planation is that Earl Grey is the name 
of a town in the electoral district of Re­
gina. and that Martin, the Liberal can­
didate will have a majority there.

Mr. John Herron bitterly- complained 
at a meeting in Frank the other day 
that with the exception of one, every 
newspaper, in the Maeleod constituency 
was against him. The Frank Paper 
comes back at him with a strong denun­
ciation of liis four yegrs at Ottawa, de­
claring that he opposed not wisely, but 
too well for liis party and quotes his at­
titude on the Oliver Land Bill.

The latest advices from New Bruns­
wick, are that 8 Liberals and 5 Conserva­
tives will lie elected. The election if 
last March is no criterion. Pugslev and 
Emerson are safe. Mr. O. Tnrgeon fath­
er of Attorney-General Turgeon, of Ras- 

will have ov
'•arty ‘irululated or explained.

THE CHOICE.
Stcttler Independent : Since both 

arc new men as members, how is an 
elector going to judge of their fitness 
except by the interest and • under­
standing they eviucc in public affairs? 
Wo want something above the average 
for Red Deer constituency. The men 
who a/nount to anything in American 
publie life are those who have been 
faithful' to the larger issues as well

it

CANADA'S TRADE.
Every patriotic Canadian rejoices in 

the phenomenal prosperity that our 
country-has enjoyed'in recent years, 
arid points with pride to the vast ex­
pansion of our industry and com­
merce. It would be absurd to argue 
that this growth has been entirely be­
cause our national'affairs were ad­
ministered by a Liberal Government. 
It is due in the main to tti’e splendid 

’opportunities which -this coimtry pre­
sents to enterprise and thrift, to the 
vast natural resources from which 
labor and skill may draw almost un­
limited wealth.

Nevertheless, it is true that wise 
government, encouraging industry, 
promoting trade, and securing desir­
able immigration, will immensely aid 
such development and prosperity. 
Striking evidence of this is found Yi 
the remarkable progress made since 
the people turned dissatisfied from 
Conservative mismanagement, and 
placed the control of tlieir public 
affairs in the hands of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier and his associates.

* • *

The total trader of the Dominion, 
that is, the aggregate of the value et 
the imports and exports of all kinds, 
money included, taken for the alter­
nate years of the last twelve fiscal 
years of Conservative administration, 
is set out in the following table com­
piled from the latest report of the 
Department of Trade and Commerce-:

Under-. C<
1886.. ..
1888.. ..
1890.. ..
1892.. ..
1894..
1896.".

Yet Clark still' has the advantage, if 
being able by his grasp of public 
affairs of being extremely useful in 
the larger questions of tariff, trans­
portation, etc., that affect the progress 
of the West as a whole, and Red 
Deer in particular. This choosing a 
representative is simply a matter of 
business. If you demand trained 
men in other classes <>f business, why 
not. in politics? Here is a man who, 
by thought and study, and the experi­
ence which a life of campaigning 
brings, in England and Canada, has 
made himself familiar with public 
affairs as a business proposition, and 
understands the needs of this district 
as well as the larger questions of 
tariff and transportation that affect 
the West. And here is another man 
who is too busy with his private 
affairs to have regard for the problems 
that beset a new country, and who is 
leaving the campaign to “the boys." 
Aside from politics, which would like­
ly make the best representative?

POLITICAL NEWS 
AND VIEWS

These figures show a substantial ad- ulaph fcr the Canadian Minister of Fi- 
vnnee but nothing like what is shown1 ,,anco. Theee things did not happen in 
b7 the flgures for the alternate years the davs of George E. Foster, 
of the twelve years that, have elapsed' The Calgary News figures that the 
since, during which a Liberal Govern- binding in the next parliament will tie 
ment has been doing nil in its power «n Liberals v. 8# Conservatives, and pro-

’phesips that the figures won't vary 10 on 
either side.

In East Simeoe "Billy" Bennett is 
having the fight of his life. Mr. Bennett 
has generally worked the Orange vote in 
that riding, and for that reason hoe Con­
solidated n strong French vote in Tay 
and Tiny, two townships that carry the 
trail cf history bock to the heroic days

- --------- of French colonization. Manlv Chew, the
- t*y ■ . A . M^IAî'.n'Bdate, aecbrding" to the To-

Politicnl economists used to arguerrouto Nenets developing strénglh

Advices from-every constituency in the 
Dominion indicate that there are at least 
442 candidate^'Whcse chances of election 
are a foregone conclusion—Labor candi­
dates and Socialists not included.

The lïardi-sty Enterprise in an able 
editorial points out that there are some 
Conservatives who are avowedly in favor 
of a high tariff or protection. Of this 
class the Enterprise avers that it has 
the highest respect for they are consist­
ent with the traditions of ...their p^rty.
On the other hand, however, there are 
Conservatives who ostensibly favor low 
ta riffs: These iine not the fcrii^ Conserva­
tives. They are fakirs in the political 
game for the Conservative party has 
been absolutely opposed to low tariffs 
fcr the last 50 years. A number of C'ori- 
servativa canvassers are busy circulating 
the word that their party is the party 
of low tariffs. Mr. Root himself, says if 
he is elected he will wipe out the duty 
on cattle entering the United States. Mr.
Root evidently thinks he is running for 
the United States Congress at Washing­
ton . ^

The story of^Ca«m^?s7ffho*f>i a Imposi­
tion and prestige {* best^tolcV in Lom­
bard street, where the London financiers 
say that only England and France could 
have floated a Joan cn such advantageous 
terms an the £5.000,000 31-2 pér cenA 
lw$n at par ttofit ,was taken* the mther
day. t'pnsideaing tba condition chioFrranger te ’‘tffni on thv tap'

fPst in flip province is in Garleton, where 
Mr. F. B. Oarvell, ex-M.V.. is opposed 
by Mr. B. F. Smith, who was elected to 
the legislature last March. In addition 
to their political rivalries they are per­
sonal enemies and feeling is high. The 
odds favor the return of Mr. Can-ell.

Geo. W. Fowler is expected to win 
again. He is as keen a fighter in elec­
tions as lie was n successful speculator 
in western lands.

Apropos ol what- Ihe Tory press has 
said in denunciation of the immigrants 
who have come to the western provinces, 

.and the,probable effect of such people on 
the morale of Canadian' citizenship We 
are reminded of what Premier Ruther­
ford said during the last session of the 
Allierta legislature with respect to the 
thrift, and observance of law and order 
of (lie whole citizen liody in this prov­
ince. After quoting Ihe secretary of the 
Lord's Day Alliance to the effect that 
the laws were better enforced in Alberta 
than in any other province in the Do- ! 
mmion. Premier Rutherford pointed out 
that there was less crime compared wilh 
our population, a fact which reflected 
tile highest credit upon the class of 'm- 
migrnnts that are rapidly fiilling (his 
province. Apparently ITon. Mr. Hanna 
can't say the same of Ontario.

As the election campaign progresses it 
is very evident that the tactics of the 
I'01.**' press and tile Tory orators have 
ovci-stated the charge of corruption 
against the government. Mr. Ames has 
been effectively answered all along the 
line, notably by the Minister of l'ntçrior 
in the West and by the Minister of Agri­
culture in the East. The charges cf graft 
and corruption have net been judicially 
mode, and have been obviously over­
drawn. Those open to conviction by a 
moderate, well-balanced statement at the 
beginning of the campaign have remain­
ed or have gene over to the government.

Rince 1872 a Tory government conduct­
ed five elections. In 1872 it was proved 
that Sir Hugh Allan contributed $350,- 
909 to t*e Conservative campaign fund 
fur C.P.ÎL concessions. In 1887 it was 
shown that over $160,000 were drawn 
from contributors interested in railway 
subsidies and distributed in 22 constitu­
encies in QuebecYIn 1891 it was proved 
bv A[r. Tarte in Tiis charges against Fit- 
Hector Langevin and Thus. MeGreevv 
that $119,000 were contributed by one 
firm of- contractors to the election ex­
penses ef ministers and their candidates, 
it i« true the Tory party was punished 
and .driven from office for their corrupt 
practices in 1896. But chief among tho 
men who would form a new Conserva­
tive cabinet are Messrs. Haggart, Ber­
geron. Bennett and Foster, of the old 
government and the " old party which 
must needs excise itself of these mem­
bers liefcre it can make credible protes­
tations cf purity. These men more than 
any others in the )>arty advocated the 
Franchise Act of 1885, and the Redistri­
bution Act of 1882. Of these acts Mr. 
Wilhson, now the great apologist and 
protagonist of the Ton- party, says in 
lus biography of Sir Wilfrid Laurier- 
"These were bold .and direct attempts to 
use the power of a parliamentary mainr.

iunds once they wen? put into the 
Union Trust company, that tho ,k‘. 
of transference by some means de­
stroyed their fiduciary character and 
lelt the holder of them absolutely" m>e 
to dispaie of them as he would of 
money acquired in any other way. It 
must bo admitted that Mr. Foster 
acted as though lie believed this, it 
cannot be argued that lie displayed 
toward these funds the care one would 
expect from the guardian of "trust" 
money. Rather his handling of t 
was such that most men would not 
countenance if tfie money had. -been 
that of an ordinary company «secured 
in tile ordinary way from the ordinary 
sources.

But the Union Trust company was 
not an institution of this general 
character. It was conceived and form­
ed as an investing agency for the For­
esters. Its business in life was ■*o 
invest the surplus moneys of the For- 
esters in securities, first of all un­
questionably safe, and secondly "rea­
sonably profitable to the older and 
the men who composed it. On both 
of these counts Mr. Foster stands 
condemned. He put that money into 
a business commonly acknowledged 
one of the most hazardous, and th - 
profits from its investment went in 
the lion’s share, not to the men who 
owned the money, but to himself, ami 
the group of politico-speculators by 
whom he was surrounded.

Waiving this, however, let us .see 
where Mr. Foster’s argument, coupled 
with liis demands, leads to.- He says 
that trust funds dumped into a trust 
company cease to be trust funds; and 
he demanded from the supreme chief 
ranger that the order's reserve ,> 
allowed to run through the spigot into 
his trust company. Where in this 
argument is there anything to prevent 
Mr. Foster dumping the trust i'umti 
of the Dominion of Canada into a 
trust company and then handling 
them as Though -they Were impressed 
with no unusual character of sanctity 
and as though there rested upon him 
no unusual responsibility to keep 
them secure or readily available? 
Practically this might- not bo possible 
but tile argument of Mr. Foster if it 
justifies his dealing with the Union 
Trust funds would quite as readily 
and quite as fully justify similar deal­
ings with the money of the people f 
Canada.

Mr. Foster takes refuge behind ,-n 
argument which either fails to justify 
what he has done or which would 
equally justify his doing the, seme 
with the funds of tho public. He m iy 
suspend himself on whatever horn 11 

the dilemma suits him best, but on 
one of them he hangs. In making tie.; 
argument Mr. Foster advanced it ns 
a pretext to cover what he knew could 
not he defended, or lie advanced it as 
a general principle of representative 
conduct. If the former then he stands 
self-condemned, hut unrepentant; if 
the latter, then lie avows belief in an 
economic principle, or lack of prin­
ciple, which debars him from public 
confidence. The language by which 
he seeks to justify his former conduct 
opens the door for future conduct ot 
the same type and character in a 
broader sphere. Yet this is the candi­
date of the opposition for the ministry 
oi finance. A vote for an opposition 
candidate is a declaration that In-
should be put in charge of the public 
funds.

THE GROCERS’ COMBINE.

parliamentary major­
ity to Stifle publie opinion .and destroy 
fveetlom ef elections.”

of the gilt-edged market this is a tri-

to promote .the country's welfar, 
Here are the corresponding figures for 
this term:

Under Liberal Regime.
1898.......................... ..$290,222,959
1900.....................  367,237,528
1902 .................................. 414,431.881
1904 .................................. 464,985,567
1906................;..............  546,947,437
1906............................ .. 638,380,291

WHERE IT LEADS.
Mr. Foster's appeals to the supreme

and
pour the reserve fund of the Fon-tvrs 
into the “North-Woet• land deal” in 
which the Foresters' money had al­
ready gone to tlto tune of a* half mil- 
linn dollars, fits in beautifolly with 
tin. theory that gentleman propounded 
a- defence for bis dealings with the 
funds entrusted to -him. Offers 
some conclusions which should cause 
even his apologists to pause and con­
sider what manner of mnu they are 
tlying to put in charge of the people’s 
money.M ihftSjt completed? And ii not

tilts'iWBjfiJa, who then? ** romieni economists used to argue 'rente Newsw,l$ aMTopfiig strength' fffift m v , , ,
More than thirty years ago the Gov-l,hat u coun,ry *'as disadvantaged by .and the battle grows interesting.” Things 1 lie lme of «^nee adopted by Mr 

eminent of Camels" ! exportinR more goods than it import- are going hard with the Foster gang. . (Fester in parliament was that the|eminent of Canada began to build a ed. This theory is not generally ad Lord Milner in The Nineteenth Cen-jForesters' funds ceased to be trust

Prosecution of Organization Which 
Could Give Plumbsrs' Cards and 
Spades.

Toronto, Oct. 20.—The evidence in 
the prosecution of the- Dominion Gro­
cers Guild as a combine consisted to­
day wholly of the reading of corres­
pondence from the Gaild. This cor­
respondence showed that Jo.lm Gar­
vey, of Loudon, had sold tobacco un­
der price, and was promptly called 
to account. James Lumbers, of To­
ronto, wanted to sell sugar at a reduc­
ed rate, and had related to contribute 
to the guild expenses in the sugar 
agreement. The Acadian Sugar Com­
pany had thereupon been notified to 
shut off the supply. B. W. Robertson, 
of Kingston, also had his sugar sim­
ply cut off, and though he imported 
sugar a while lie finally caved in. 
Sir Win. MacDonald, tobacco manu­
facturer,-of Montreal, had yielded to 
persuasion, and consented to maki; 
uniform prices. Tlios. Kinucar, of To­
ronto, had complained that the de­
partment store was getting sugar 
cheaper than tire guild members, but 
was told the source of supply could 
not he learned. J. S. Ebv, of Toronto, 
had been reprimanded for purchasing 
from the American Cereal Company, 
when the Guild was conducting a -m l 
of Boycott for the company’s refusal 
to grant p larger profit on a break last 
food. The Édwardsburg Starch Com­
pany had notified the members of i 
new schedule of prices arranged by 
the guild committee. R. McGregor, of 
Nova Scotia, had complained thus Sii 
Wm. MacDonald sold tobacco to mu 
of his customers, but was informed 
the company was on the MacDonald 
list.

Cold Weather in Fernie.
Fernie, B.C., October 21.—Although 

the weather has been cold for the !s-t 
three days and snow fallen, it ha • 
not hampered building operations >" 
any great extent. In laet, people 
seem all the more anxious to ru-it 
their work and extra men are bein'; 
put on. All the permanent buildings 
under way of construction-will in t"1’ 
or three weeks be well on if the wea­
ther remains good. The streets .i"' 
very muddy and make it difficult h"' 
pedestrians to get along.

THE KEYNOTE IS 
1 DEVELt

(Continued fr:om Page

now proposed to build till 
Hudson Bay: (Applause.) I 

The Conservative party I 
them lor their expenditures 
era development, and, if til 
vative party was honest, thf 
if returned to power, stop tl 
ot development. On Oct. 26tlj 
ors would decide as to who! 
era development should cc 
cease.

The Tariff Issue.
The Conservatives accused» 

orals ofV'vertaxing the peol 
bulk ol the public revenue vi 
•by a.tariff, and the issue-bef 
two parties on this subject 1 
the Conservatives stood for aj 
protection and the Liberals 
iff for revenue. Under the u 
live administration, one doll 
into the pockets of the manul 
for every dollar that went 
treasury, and, while the puj 
enue was only about $30,000,01 
that amount was taken from! 
pie. Under the Liberal admti 
the whole of the money went 
treasury, and was used for 
fit of the people.

“Our revenue,” he said, 
some $70,000,000, but the hr 
.the people is not ' so heavy, 
the tariff has been adjusted," a 
one is paying according to hi 
I hé re may he a time when, 
countries, a protective policy’:
1 maintain, however, that th 
ence of. Canada shows that 
tective policy, as applied to hi 
sound. And that a tariff for 
is the only policy under wh 
ada, as she is situated today 
ceed.”

Mr. Oliver pointed out that 
vative candidates in Western 
were-trying to lead tile electr 
heve that their party was in 
a low tariff. Tiifs was a g 
representation, and - to show 
was, he quoted the statement 
mg= members of tile House 
liions in the last two session 
hament. Many oi ti.-s ,> 
indicated th4t the C:n -ervat 
considered timt th- tn-ift ,,n 
tuial implements, hinder twi 
‘Ons, hoots and , other n 
should be raised, so as to giv 
tion to eastern, manufacturer 

_ The Land for the Settl 
The government’s critics 

them of being untrue to tile 
of “the land lor the settler.” 
parison of the present gove 
administration of the pubii 
with the administration of 
tlie late government, would, ! 
prove the foundationless chai 
this assertion. The Conserva 
crament gave to railway co 
32,000,900. acres of land, rese 
railway grants the whole 
maining unalienated odd 
sections, and gave only 6,001 
to settlers. The present' g' 
had given 25,009,000 acres t 
removed the reservation on 
alienated odd numbered sec 
had granted not one acre 1 
■companies, bnt notwithstai: 
fact, the mileage of railway 
cd, was greater in the 12 yea 
era! administration, than i 
years of Conservative rule, 
was under construction in 
three thousand miles more, 
way land grants made by th 
vative government, had p] 
three pfa'rie provinces une 
of $150,000,000, and in order 
tiers might occupy the land, 
"would have to be dug out o:

Land for Settlers On 
Mr. Oliver showed that i 

opening of the odd numberei 
we s a complete vindication o 
crament's policy of the lan 
settler, and said that, notwit 
the charges of having looted 
lie domain, the government 1 
alienated a single acre of T: 
on settlement conditions, 
proceeded to justify the Sasli
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