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THE GIGANTIC CONSPIRACY
AGAINST RAILWAY COMPETITION

The Traditional Allies Stand H
Competing Roads and to

and in Hand to Hold Back
Fasten the Tentacles of the

Octupus on the Industry and Commerce of the Western

Country.

The political situation in the West ¢
to-day bears on its faee all the evid-,
ences of a gigaptic conspiracy be- |
tween  the Parliamentary - Opposi-
tion party and the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company to throttle railway
competition and fasten the meonopoly |
of the C.P.R.
Western country than it ever held be-

on a.broader range ol

The Allies.

For a quarter of a century the
leaders of the Conservative party
have stood in taecit zlliance with the
Canadian Paecific Railway Company;
an alliance by which legislative znd
administrative favors were traded fo:
political support; in virtue of which
the party worked in Parliament for
the benefit of the Company, and the
Company worked in the country for
the benefit of the parly. This allianc
has been continuously activeé, always
It exténded and extends
influence of the Cem-
and as {ar as the power
of the party in Parliament could be
safely exercized.

aggressive,
as far as the
pany reaches,

Competition to the Sea.

The people of Canada four years'ago
Government
rail-
way system extending from the At-
lantic to the Pacific. The main and
essential purpose of that railway sys-
tem is to break the monopoly of the
C. P. R. in Western Canada and to
give to the industry and commeree of
this country the advantages and as-
Eistance of
place of the handicap and disadvan-
tages of monopoly.

chartéred the Dominion

to arrange for the building of a

railway compefition in
railway
The Monopoly Breaker.

In this purpose the important sec-
tion of the National Transcontinental
is the eastern section. TUuless
that section is built the buildihg of
the western system could- introduce
competition, bétween swéstern points,
but it would e & ish' whole-
‘some competition Ahe west
and the outside world than the build-
ing of the Canadian Northern did.
In the language of Sir William Van
Heorne, the development of western
Canada has heretofore confined
to enlarging the hopper and ipcreas-
ing the volume of grain to flow out.
We must now' enlarge the spout
through which the grain flows out of
the hopper. Tf that is done the hop-
. per. may --be still enlarged mo man
knows how much. If it is not done
the hopper is already too large for
the spout—witness the grain biocks
ad® which for ten been
the annual probiem of both the west-
ern farmer and the C. P, R. The
remedy for this, gnd the only remedy
offering is the construciion of the
eastern section of the National Trans-
coptinental,

been

Vears® has

> g
The C. P. R. on the War-Path.
Just because the castern section is
the section which would break its
monopoly by providing comgstition
through to the sea, the eastern ssc-
tion is the one to which the C. P. R.
is most opposed and against which
that, Company meay be “expected to
coutinue to exert, as they have exert-
ed, and do exert, their utmost cn-
deavor. If they ecould prevent the
castern section being bailt there is
no reason to suppose they would par-
ticularly objeet to the building of
the -western “system, for the western
systemn would then be only a feeder
and distributor for the C. P. R.
through line. But the eastern section
promises not only to handie the traf-
fic generated along the new western
lines but. will bid as well for the
traffic whieh. heretofore the C. P. R:
haa had at its mercy. The eastern
section i3” the solution of the
opoly feature; hence against the ecase-
ern gection .the. C. P. R. has most
reason to wage war.

mon-

Mr, Borden on the Same Trail. |
‘Now it is against the eastern section
that Mr. Borden wages war, 1{ was
against this he led his followers five
years ago, and 'against it he leuds
them today. With the western por-
tion he had and has comparatively
little fault to find. With the eastern
section he has every fault to find. It
was against this - eection that he
launched his attack in the house three
months ago. The ground he took was
that the expense of it wag more than
the country could bear. That the
C“exmenge was. more than need be or
should be, he did not try to estab-
lish, but 8tood simply on the prin-
ciple that the country could not
. afierd . “‘exlarge the spout’” for the

the bond guarantes of the mountain
section, two thousand miles away.
Fhat this apparent hostility to the
castern portion was no accident was
plain when he proceeded 1o
read and represent as the opinions
of the -London Economist paragraphs
written. from Ottawa by a correspon-
dent openly asserted without denial to
be ‘on the ‘pay-roll of the C. P. R...
It is against the eastern section
that Mr. Borden leads his fellowers
in the eastern provinces today. In the
towns and citics along-the C. P. R.
against this work as a
Government extrava-
Mail and Empire, his
newspaper champion,

made

he inveighs
monument of
gance. The
most vigorous
openly assails it as a road through
the “northern *  Follow-
ers listening to his language do mnot
hesitate to attack
on the project ag a project, and as

wilderness.
construe 1t as an

implying a
or handicap the préject-if he attains

willingness to repudiaie
power,

Consistent Hostility,

All this is in perfect with
the policy Mr. Borden has pursued
from the first, A pre-
saumed to lay down a policy for the
It proiessed to deal with

accord
year ago he

Opposition.
all the outstanding matters of publie
import. But none of its planks bt?re
reference to the National Transcontin-
ental or pledged its completion, eafly
or late. [In expression of that plat-
form Mr.
lantic to the Pacific, but his speeches

Jorden spoke from the At-

lid not better his platform in so far
as the new road was concerned. For
all the platform or the speeches said
implied the inierence is logieal
an< necesasry that Mr. Borden enter-

8 eastern sectron 4n
aversion and fundamental;
that if given control he would not com-
plete the road as it- was begun, a pos-
session of the people; or if forced ‘o
complete it would do so in such dila-
tory manner that the primary pur-

pose of its construction would be prac-

tically defedbéd. 3 . 5 Y

toward the
constant

To Hold un the

Hudson Bay Road. :
The Hudson Bay railway is another
acheme for “enlarging the spout.”” And
to this Mr. Borden has shown little
more friendship than toward the Na-
tional Transcontinental. It had n«
ploce in his platform. . It received no
mention in His
in Alberta are pledged to reverse the
poliey of the Federal Government how

ever long the road might be delayed

his speeches. party

by 85 doing. Every argument urged
y Nationall Transeontin-
ground of expenditure
against the
Hudson Bay road, for the Gevernment

undertaking
owned enterpiise.

Mr. Borden stands committed there-
ora 'to- ‘opposition to the policy .o°
spending public money in building
the eastern section of the National
Transcontinental and the Hudson Bay
railway. It must be assumed, there-
that if given' power he would
abandon that policy if abandonment
were possible and if abandonment
were not nossible would go as far to-
wzrd it as were possible by delaying
the tonstruction of these roads.

agaiinst  the
ental on the
s equally an argamoent

this too aus a public

fore,

The C. P. R. Program.

Meantime ‘what are the C. P. R.
doing? First their solicitor for Alberta
takes the field for the Opposition and

tures the presidency of the Calgary

sociation. Then he and innumer-
#bie other eémployees of the company
teke the gtump for opposition candi-
dates. They are campeigning today
in support or Mr. Jorden
palicy of delay.

and nis

Then comes the news that a eurvey
party of C. P. R. engineers have been
traversing the mnorth country, ‘run-
ning lines for prospective roads io the
Peace River country. * Simultancously
ihe “Oalgary Herald and*the Bdmon-
ton Journal wake up and diseover
timt. the primary-angl pressing nced
of this eountry is a net-work of rail-
way lines running north :mg{ south to
the main line of the C. P. R.

Next the C. P. R. directors vote an
isue of rew stock amounting to fifty
million dollars to be used. a3 the
directors thiak necessary.

Then' Sir Thos. Shaughnessy eomes
up to Edmonton over:the line of the
C. N. R. Sir Thomas does not usu-
ally travel over other roads exespt on
business, and stranger things -have
happened than that the fifty millions
or part of them should be used for
the purchase of the Canadian North-
ern railway.

The Beautiful Cejncidence.

. e > L

‘Yeestern “erop. - In subitantiation [of
‘that he queted in a table of “cost of

Now :
policy of Mr. Borden and the intes-

¥ 'section™ his estimate of ests of the C. P. R. coineide.

If the building of the eastern sec-
tion of the Grand Trunk Pacific were
ebandoned or delayed C. P. R. mon-
opoly would continue to rule suprame
so far as the through traffic of the
western caountry is concerned; Mr.
Borden is preaching throughout the
length and breadth of the eastern
provinces that we cannot afferd to
build -this road and that we shouid
“‘call a halt,’” to-ubéi his own words. ®

It the building wlvthe Hudsdn: Bay
road weresabandoned or delsgyod  the

coinpeting outlet for a part éi the sea-
son at feast; Mr. Borden preaches that
we have not enough ‘money to build
onzisutlet: without stdttifg another,
while his ‘éandidates ‘in’ Alserta carry
a flag calling for the suspension  of
Fc.leral construction.

By a new stock issue the Canadimn
Pacific eompany announce their in-
of extending their system,
cither by the purchasé of lines already
built or by the construction of new
on-s. Delay in building the eastern
section would hamper the G. T. P. in
constructing their branch line system
by making them for the time merely
a feeder for the C. P. R., and thus en-
abte the C. P. R. to extend their own
system as suited their conveniencs or
served their interests.

tention

Competition Delayed is
Competition Denied.

Mr; Borden-preaches a crusade for
tnd delay it riot for the abandonment
of the eastern section of the National
Transcontinental and the Hudson Bay
railway—and preaches it at a time
when the C. P. R. are girding them-
seives for a campaign of railway ex-
terision throughout the West. Tha C.
P. R. say in effect that they are start-
ing to reach out for the business of
the western country by net-working it
with feeders to their main line. Mr.
Borden says in effect that we should
delay construction of the government-
owned competitors of the C. P. R.
until the company have accomplished
their purpose and established them-

‘ives throughout the settled and set-
tling portions of the

country.

entire western
Mr. Borden preaches delay

railway" building when the C. P.

are voting millions to extend thei
ralway He calls upon the
country to hold back from building
cenpeting railways when to hold back
mears to give the C. P.' R. a free
hand in the construction of lines
which would minimize the benefits of
the competing lines if it did not even
give Mr. Borden a pretext for aband-
o:r):x‘% thg?e ’gtvtvogetl_'\‘e.r.’ &

system,

RAZilway Competition at Stake.

Never was the transportaion problem
in the West in 4
than it is l«-\|:V_.'.

more eritical positicn
For years the coun-
try has been struggling to iree itself
from the toils of railway monopoly.
Some measure of suecess has been at-
and the complete
commerce and iadustry is in
sight. At this moment comes Mr.
Berden ealling on ws to stay our hands
—and at this moment comes also the
ociopus with a program for railway
extension which would make them the
masters of the traffic of the country
and the dictators of its freight taxes.
Never did the peliey of a political
party better serve the ends of.a cor-
Never in the long history of
their disgraceful servitude did the
leaders of the Coriservative party in
Parliament toil more valiantly ormore
openly for the ascendancy of their
sowerful ally.

tained, liberation

O our

poration.

Where the Pubtic Would Get O,
Itirequires but’ a moment's reflec-
tion ta show -the patron of the rail-

in
allies. Suppose Mr. Borden returncd
to power and his policy of delay n-
lovced until the:C. P.R. had éxtend-
ed its iines wherever it seented profit-
able to extend them. What then
would be the chances of the comple-
tion of the competing lines? For
years when the people of the Wost
cried out for.new railways they were
told that their traffic would not pay
interest on' one railway let alone on
two. They would be told the same if
the CLoP 0 B monopoly - extended
throughout the whole western country.
The means which were used for dec-
ades to prevent that corporation show-
ing a iavorable. earning power to the
public would be used to do so again.
Stifled by, mononoly the traffic of the
o SR Y Y - § T
couritry mulﬁ.‘f‘aif;- as_ it Aformerly
failed, to pay .dividends  on [water,
and the fact that it failed would be

ample reason fog abandpning,the pro-
jects for “enlan
the monopoly from which the country
has been partly freed and from which
it will be abeolutely freed when the
now projeeted lines “are completed
would agdin be #nthroned, and- with
authority as broad® as the gettled ared
of the weatern country.

A Lesson From History.

That Mr.: Borden would eventually
complete the eastern section may be
true, but the point is: How would it
be completed?  Would the people own

how ‘beaitifally the

it it wag completetl? - And il et
ﬂ\’g‘m %m ;

Bple, who then?
Moré than thirty years ago the Gov-
{ernment of Canada began to build u

C.P.R. would ‘budreed (from another:

o

\\u_',acompzmim where he would:get off
b s ” q
e game fixed up for hifn' by the

cast up }o the - western . people as"

K.the spaut.” This|

| transcontinental railivay owned by the
’pebple. The road is compléted today,
has been ‘completed for a generaion.
But that road doss fiot belong to ‘the
people of Canada. It»is the property
of the Canadian Pacific Railway com-
pany.

How is this? = Just thirty. years ago
the Government which was building
the publiccowned road ‘was driven
fromn power by the ery that the entor-
prise was too eostly and would bank-
wipt - the . country. A Conservativa
Government  succeedéd’ them.  The
new . government gave- the completed
portion” of the road to the €. P. R,
company—thirty-seven million dollars’
worth of property brought into heing
by the carnings of the'people of Can-
ada; they gave the company 25 mil-
lion acres of land for taking the road,
and 25 million dollars cash for taking
the land.

There is an unpieasaut ‘anaiogy be-
tween the ecirecumstances of 1878 and
those of 1903. Now, as then, we have
a Liberal Government building a gov-
ernment-owned railway ‘outlet from
the western country to the Atlantic.
Now, as then, we have an Oppositior
leader calling upon the country to
‘call a halt” on account of the ex-
pense of the undertaking, and hand-
ing out very equivocal declarations as
to his intentions should be get into
power. The government of 1878 was
defeated and we have been paying for
their defeat ever since. - If the Gov-
ernment were defeated ir 1908 what
assurance have the nublic that the
wuirage of thirty years ago would not
be reveated? ' Nothing ‘but ‘the equi-
voeal, very equivocal; declaration of
a leader who falsified his calculations
to nrove the enterprise & hundred mil-
lions more costly than his own figures
warranted, and who read as the opin-
ions of a foremost financial journal
the partisan babblings of a C. P. H.
hireling.

The Logic of the Situation.

The logie of the
should Mr.

West may expect -

that
power the

situation is

Jorden obtain

I—The suspension, or practical sus-
pension ‘of work on the eastern sec-
tion of the National Transcontinental;
tbereby  producing g necessary anl
protracted delay in the extension. :f
the western system.

2—The delay of the Hudson Bay
railway.

3—The rapid. extension, of the C. P.
R.._system throughout,the gettled por-
tions of the whole Wpst.

4—The declaration from the Govern-
ment that the, West, had. all the wail:
ways it needed and that the eastern
section and the Hudson Bay road
were to be abandoned;

5—With the alternative announce-
ment that the eastern section had
gore the way of the former publics
owned railway which fell into the
same hands, and had become a part ot
the C..P. R, system...

- “CHOICE TOMATOES"?

Mr, Hebert Cimon, Conservative
candidate in Quebee Centre, publishes
an advertisement saying: *“There will
“zlways be represéntatives o: the
‘candidate at the committee rooms fo
“furnish refreshments to
‘‘quiring them, ”

parties re-

CANADA’S TRADE.

Every patriotic Canadian rejoices n
the phenomenal prosperity  that - our
country- has énjoyed‘in récent years,
and points with pfidé to the vast ex-
pansion of our industry and com-
merce. It would be absurd to argue
that this growth has been entirely be-
cause. - our . national *affairs swere ad-
ministered by a Liberal Government.
1tis due in the main to thle splendid
opportunities which this country pre-
sents to enterprise and thrift, to the
vast natural resourgces, from  which
labor and skill may draw almost un-
limited wealth.

Nevertheless, it is true that - wise
government, encouraging  industry,
promoting trade, and securing d
able immigration, will immensely. aid
such development and prosperity.
Striking evidence of this is found n
the remarkable progress made since
the people turned dissatisfied from
Conservative mismanagement, and
placed the control. of their public
affairs in the hands of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and his associates.

- *

The total trade of the Dominion,
that is, the aggregate of the value ot
the imports and experts of all kinds,
money included, taken for the alter-
nate years of the last twelve fiscal
years of Conservative administration,
is set out-in. the following table com-
piled from the latest’ report of @ the
Department of Trade and Commerce:

Under: Conservative Regimé,
1890, "o Sl . xS 18T TR B0
1888, L Sl L T ) 189,965.978

.. 206,592,661

.. 227,594,105

... 227,354,021

s, Tk LA E28272.979
. - *

These figures show a substantial ad:
vance, but nothing like what is shown
by the figures for the alternate years
of the twelve years that have elapsed
since, during which a Liberal Govern-
ment has been doing all in its power
to. promote .the country’s * welfare.
Here are the corresponding figures for
this term:

Under Liberal Regime.

ek s .. $200,222,959
.. 367,237,528
.. 414,431,881

180R..
1900. .
1902. .
1904. .
1906. .

AT 6 A AT . T ., R
Political economists used 1o argue
that a country was disadvantaged hy
'exporting more goods than it import-
ed. This theory is not generally ac-

T

cepted now, but in any case, it could
nat apply to a néw country into which
was pouring ‘a desirable immigration,
because the mass of importy would in-
clude the !possessions of the new
comers, and also much of the capital
in the form of both money and mater-
ial which came to be
opening up and development of the
country’s resources. :
L - *

Therefore Canada may well be con-
gratulated upon the magnitude of her
imports as well as“upon: her surplus
products: which - we send-iftor other
ccuntries.. Iff we take, thie mperehan-
dige imports for the periods apove set
out, but choosing yedrs at wider in-

table, we obtain the following state-
ment :

1. Under the Conscrvative regime.

1888. . .. $100,671,628

1892, . 115,160,413

1 e R e 105,361,161

2. Under Liberal administration.

19090, . . $172,606,878

1904 . . .. 243,590,019

1908. . 351,825,024

L > -

Everyone will admit that there is
evidence of prosperity in the export-
ing of a large surplus of the country’s
preducts, but it must be remembered
that very rapid growth tends to lessen
this surplus, because so much.of what
is produced is needed to supply the
wants of new comers before the re-
sults of their labors are available. . 1t
is necessary to bear this in mind "to
realize how much of prosperity is in-
dicated by the figures in the latter of
the following tables, which are for the
same years as those just set out. They
represent  the total exports of mer-
chandise of all kinds from the Domin-
ion:

1. Under the Conservative regime.

1888. . .. $ B7.101,144

1892, . 108,806,044

RO, sl 112,985,490

2. Under Liberal administration.

1900. . .. $177,776.044

1904 . . 211,055,678

1908. . ; 263,368,952

- - *

The lesson is obvious. It is simply
that the methods adopted by the
Liberal party for the encouragement
of wocsul immigration, the facilitating
of industiy  the opening up of oppor-
tunities for agriculture and other
wealth-producing operations, have -ll
been more successful and effective
than the policies which they replaced.
It would be folly to-abandon these
methods, either to return to the old
conditions of comparative stagnation,
or to experiment with any new
schemes whic¢h have not yet been even
cicarly “ormulated or explained.

THE CHOICE.

Stettler  Independent: Since both
are new men as members, how is an
clector going to judge of their fitness
except by the interest and un(_l«*r:
standing they evinee in public affairs?
We want something above the ayveraze
ior Red Deer constituency. The men
who amount to anything in American
publie life are those who have been
taithful' to the larger issues as wogl
as; the .smaller. - Let us assume,  if
you will, that Mr. Root might do ‘ds
well for ‘his‘ constituenéy as Dr. Clark,
Yet Clark still’ has the advantage of
heing able by his grasp of public
affairs of being extremely useful in
the larger questions of tariff, trans-
portation, ete., that afiect the progress
of the West as a whole, “and Red
Deer in particular. This choosing a
representative is simply a matter of
husiness. If you demand trained
men in other classes of business, why
not in pelitics?  Here is a man who,
by thought and study, and the experi-
cnce which a life  of campaigning
brings, in England and Canada, has
made himseli familiar with public
affairs as a business proposition, and
understands the needs of this distriet
as well as the larger questions of
tariff and transportation that affect
the West.  And here is another man
who is too busy ' with -his privaie
affairs to have regard for the problems
that beset a new country, and who s
leaving the campaign to “the boys.
Aside from politics, which would like-
ly “‘make the best representative?

POLITICAL NEWS
AND VIEWS

Adviees fromievery ccnstituency in the
Dominion indigate that thereare at least
442 candidates®vhose chances of election
are a foregone conclusion—Labor candi-
dates and Socialists not included.

The Hardisty Enterprise in an able
editorial points out that there are some
Conservatives who are avowedly in fm'o'r
of a high tariff or protection. Of this
class the Enterprise avers that it }_ms
the highest respect for they are consist-
ent with the traditions of their party.
On the other hand, however, there are
Conservatives who ostensibly favor low
tarifis; These are not the true €onservd-
tives. They ave fakirs in the political
game for the Conservative party has
been absolutely opposed to low tarifis
for the last 50 years. A number of Con-
servative canvassers are busy cireulating
the word that their party is the party
of low tariff's. Mr. Root himself, says if
he is elected he will wipe out the duty
on cattle entering the United States. Mr,
Rcot evidently thinks he is running for
the United States Congress at Washing-
ton. 2 S

The story of Canadais™iy 23;\]‘.
tion and prestige is I‘::-'sf'"tui ~in m-’
hard street, where the London finamciers:
say that only England and France could
have flpated a loan on such advantageous
tefms s thd 95,000,000 31-2 per’ cent.:
loan at par thmt _was h\(ﬂ{ the pther
day . Uonsidesing the surfel{kd condition

s

£ ""'.".“f" & il

of the giltedged market this is a tri-
umph for the Canadian Minister of IMi-
rance. These things did not happen in
the days of George E. Fostar,

The Calgary News figures that the
standing in the next parliament will he
136 Liberals v, 86 Conservatives, and pro-
(phesiog that the figures won't vary 10 on
either side,

In East Simcoe “Billy” Bonnett is
having the fight of his life. Mr. Bennott
has generally worked the Orange vote in
that riding, and for that veason has Con-
solidated o strong French vote in Tay
and Tiny, two townships that carry the
trail cf history back to the heroie days
of H'rench eolonization. Manly Chew, the

beril” candidate, nccording” to  the  Po-
{%nt: ﬁfg’?""ﬁ'?ﬁvﬂobf nihgﬁr;ng?’
and the battle grows interesting.” Things
are going hard with the Foster gang.

Lord Milner in The Nineteenth Cen.,

used  in the'

tervals for the sake of shortening our

b Tasty]

tury defends the Canadian preferential
tariffi with unwonted vigor and clearness.
He coneludes his - article with these
words: ““When British goods are com-
peting with foresign goods in any part of
the empire on more or less eqnal terms
cven a moderate preference on British
geods will turn the scale in their favor.
\WWhere they are competing at a slight
but decided disadvantage the preference
cin meutralize that disadvantage.” The
effect of value of Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
331-3 preference will in the sober judg-
ment of history be one of the centripetal
forees that has worked for the fiscal re-
form of the Empire.

Dr. Clark, tha Liberal eandidate in
Réd Deer, is being attacked because he
18 ‘not a farmer. Last year Dr. Clark was
thé largest patrcn of the Olds creamery.
Like Mr. Root he has large numbers of
horses dnd cattle, hut he does not take
them with him électioneering.

The criticism of the Conservative press
against Mr. A. W. Fraser for running ‘n
Ottawa ,and against Sir Wilfrid Laurier
in'displacing him reminds one of a fam-
cus satirist’s diatribe on Calvanism:

“You can and you can’t,

You will and you won’t,

You’ll be damned if you do,

And you’ll be damned if you don’t.”

Mr. Borden has but one journalistic
champicn in Montreal, the Gazette. The
Star is neutral, while~the Herald, Wit-
ness, La Patrie, La Presse, and Te Can-
ada are carrying the battle to the gates
and into the Conservative camp. When
it is remembered that T.e Presse has a
daily circulation that reaches one-quar-
ter of the people of Montreal every day,
one can understand what it means to
quarrel with the press.

“Earl Grey for Martin,”
per heading that
shock. The query
when did the Governcr-General
politics?  This heading appeared in a
Regina paper the other day. The ex-
planation is that BEarl Grey is the name
of a town in the electoral district of Re-
gina, and that Martin, the Liberal can-
didate will have a majority there.

Mv. Jechn Herron bitterly complained
at a meeting in Frank the other day
that with the exception of cne, every
newspaper in the. Macleod constituency
was against him. The Frank Paper
comes back at him with a strong denun-
ciation’ of his four yegrs at Ottawa, de-
claring that he opposed not wisely, but
too well for his party and quotes his at-
titude on the Oliver T.and Bill.

The latest advices from
wick, are that 8 Liberals and 5 Conserva-
tives will be elected. The
last March is no criterion. Pugsley and
Emersen are safe. Mr. O. Turgeon fath-
er of Attorney-General Turgeon, of Sas-
katchewan. will have over 1,060 of a ma-
jerity in Gloucester. The hottest con-
test in the province is in Carleton, where
Mr. F. B. Carvell, ex-M.P., is opposed
by Mr. B. F. €mith, who was elected {0
the legislature last March. In addition
to their political vivalries they are per-
scnal enemies and feeling is high. The
odds favor the return 'of Mr. Carvell,

Geo. W. Fowler is expected to win
again. He is as keen a fighter in elec-
tions as he was a succossful speculator
in western lands.

Apropes. of  what. the Tory press has
said in denunciation of the immigrants
who have came to the western provinces,
nnd the:probable effect of such people on
the morale of Canadian‘ itizenshipwe
are reminded of what Premier Ruther-
ford snid during the last session of the
Alberta legislature with respect to the
thrift, and observance of law and order
of the whole citizen hody in this prov-
ince. After quoting the secretary of the
Lord’s. Day Alliance to the effect that
the laws were hetter enforced in Alberta
than in any other province in the Do-
minion, Premier Rutherford pointed out
that there was less crime compared with
our population, a fact which reflected
the highest credit upon the class of ‘m-
migrants that are rapidly = fiilling this
province, Apparently - on. Mr. Hanna
can’t say the same of Ontario.

As the tlection campaign progresses it
is' very evident that the tactics of the
Tory press and the Tory orators have
overstated the charge of co ruption
against the government. Mr. Ames has
heen cffectively answereq all along the
line, nctably by the Minister of Interiar
in the West and by the Minister of Agri-
culture in the East. The charges of graft
and corruption have nct heen judicially
made, and have heen - obviously over-
drawn. Thoss open - to conviction by a
moderate, well-balanced statement at the
Leginning of the campaign have remain-
ed or have gcne over to the g=vernment.

Since 1872 a Tory government conduct-
ed five elections. In 1872 it was proved
that Sir Hugh Allan . contributed $350,-
000 to the Conservative campaign fund
for C.P.R. concessions. In 1887 it was
shown that over $160,000 were (rawn
fromy contributors interested in railway
subsidies and distributed in 22 constitu-
encies in Quehec. Tn 1891 it was proved
by Mr, Tarte in his charges against Siy
Hector Langevin and Thos. ‘McGreevy
that $119,000 were contributed by one
firm of- contractors to the election ex-
penses of ministers and their candidates.
it is true the Tory party was punished
and driven from office for their corrupt
practices in 1896. But chief among the
men®who would form a new Conserva-
tive?’cahinet are Messrs. Haggart, Ber-
geron, Bennett and Foster, of the old
government and the old party which
muast needs-excise itself of these mem-
bers befcre it can make credible protes-
tations of purity. These men more than
any others in the party advocated the
Franchise Aet of 1885, and the Redistri-
bution Act of 1882. Of these acts Mr.
Willison, now the great apologist and
protagonist of _the Tory party, says in
F - Sir Wilfrid Laurier:

is a newspa-
gives the reader a
immediately arises
enter

his biography of
“These were beld.and direct attempts to
use the power of a parliamentary major-
ity to stiflo public opinion ,and destroy
freadom of cleetions.”

WHERE 1T LEADS.

M. Foster’s appeals to the supreme
chiefranger to *tifrn on ‘the tap” and
pour the reserve fund oi the Foreeters
into' the “North-West" land deal”
which the Foresters’ money had al-
ready gone to thé tune of a half mil-
lion dollars, fits -in beautidully with
the theery that gentleman propoundad
as defeénce for his dealings with ihe
funds entrusted  to  him. Offers
some conclusions whieh should cause
even his apologists #o pause and con-
aider what manner of man they 'are
trying to put in charge of the people’s
money. g

The line of defence adoptad by Mr
Fostér in  parliament was that the
Foresters’ funds ceased to be trust

New Bruns- |

election of |

into the
that the act
by some means de
stroyed their fiduciary character and

lunds once they wee put
Union Trust company,
of transference

to dispose oi them as hs would of
money acquired in any other way. It
must be admitted that Mr. Foste:
acted as though he believed this. It
cannot be argued that he dizplayed
toward these funds the care one would
expect
money.

from the guardian of
Rather his
that most
countenance if the

“trust”
handling of

was men

such would not
had. bhern

that of an ordinary company secured

money

in the ordinary way from the ordinary
sources.

Trust
institution of

But the
not an

Union company was
this ‘general
It was conceived and form-
ed as an investing agency for the For-
costers.  Its
invest the

character.

business in life was #
surpius moneys of the For-
first of all un-
questionably safe, and secondly
sonably profitable to the
the men who composed it. On
of these counts Mr.
condemned.

esters in  securitics,

‘rea-
order and
both
stands
He put that money into
commonly

Foster
a business acknowledg <1
one of the most
profits from its
the

hazardous, and

e
investment went

lion’s share, not to the ‘mer who
owned the money, but to himself, and
the group of
whom he

politico-speculators Dy

was surrounded.

Waiving this, however, lot us so
where Mr. Foster’s argument, coupled
with his demands, leads to.- He savs
that trust funds dumped into a trust
company cease to be trust funds: an
he demanded from the supreme
renger that the
allowed to run threugh the spigot intq
his trust Where in this

rgument is there anything to prevent

order’s  reserve (s

company.
Mr. Foster dumping the tirust funds
Canada

then haundliy
them as though they were imp
with no unusual character of sanetiiy

and as though there restad upon

of the Dominion of

trust company and

noy  unusual
them

responsibility to  keoy

secure or readily availab)
Practically this might not he possib
but the argument of Mr. Fosier
Justifies his dealing with the
Trust funds would quite

and quite as fully justify similar deal-
ings with the money of the

Canada.

people {

Mr, takes
argument which either fails 1o justify
what he has done or which w
equally, justity. his deing (he same
with the funds of the public. He m
suspend himself on whatever ho
the dilemma suits

Foster refuge behind n

him best, but
one of them he hanes.
argument Mr. advanced it

a pretext to cover what he knew could
not be defended,

In making i}

Foster

or he advaneced it as
a general principle of representative
conduct. If the former then he stand-
éclf-condemned, but “unrepentant: i
the latter, then he avows belief in an
economic prineiple, or lack of prin-
ciple, which debars him irom public
confidence. The language by which
he sceks to justify his former conduct
opens the door for future conduect of
the same type
broader sphere.

and character in a
Yet this is the candi-
date of the opposition for the ministry
oi finance. A vote for an opposition
candidate is a declaration that he
.k;hou}d be put in ‘charge of the public
funds.

THE GROCERS’ COMBINE.

Prosecution of Organization Which
Could Give Plumbars’ Cards and
Spades.

Toronto, Oet. 20.—The evidence in
the prosecution of the- Pominion Gro-
cers Guild as a combine consisted to-
day wholly of the reading of corres-
pondence from the Guild. This e
respondence showed that John Gar-
vey, of London, had sold tobacco un-
der price, and was promptly called
to account.,  James Lumbers, of To-
ronto, wanted to sell sugar at a reduc-
ed rate, and had refured to-contribute
to the guild expenscs in the sugat
agreement. . The Acadian Sugar Comn-
pany had thereupon been notified to
shut off the supply. B. W, Robertson,
of Kingston, also had his sugar sup-
ply cut off, and though he imporicd
sugar a while he finally caved in.
Sir Wm. MacDonald, tebacco manu-
facturer,. of Montreal, had yielded to
persuasion, and consented to mak:
uniform prices. Thos. Kinnear, of
ronto, had complained that the de-
partment store was getting suga
cheaper than the guild members, but
was told the source of supply could
not be learned. J. 8. Eby, of Toro
had been reprimanded for purchas
from the American Cercal Compan)
when the Guild was conducting a =
of Boycott fer the company’s refus:
to grant a larger profit on a breakiast
food. The Edwardsburg Starch Co
pany had notified the members
new schedule of prices arranged
the guild committee, R. McGrego
Nova Scotia, had complained that
Wm, MacDonald sold tobacco to on
of his customers, ‘but was inforn
the ecompany was on the MacD
list.

Cold Weather in Fernie,

Fernie, B.C., October 21.—Alth«
the weather has:-been cold for the last
three days and snow fallen, it
not hampered building operations
any great extent. In - {act, pcop
secm all the more anxious to 1
their work and extra men are b
put on.  All the permanent buildinzs
under way of ‘construction -will in t
or three weeks be well on if the v
ther remains good. The strects
very muddy and make it difficult
pedestrians to get along.
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:\‘ ",V'

THE KEYNOTE IS

 DEVELCE

(Continued from Page {

now proposed to build th
Hudson Bay (Applause.)
The Conservative party
them for their
ern developmer
vative party w:
if returned to pow
of development. On
ors would decide
ern development
cease,

should ec

: The Tariff Issue.

The Conservatives accused
erals ofNovertaxing the peo|

bulk of the public revenue
by a tariff, and the issue .
two parties on tl
the Conservatives
proteetion and the
iff for revenue.
tive administrat
into the pocket
for every dollay
treasury, and, wl the pu
enue was only about $30,000,0
that amount was taken from
ple. Under the Liberal admiz
the whole of the money “went
treasury, and was used for t
fit of the people.
~“Our revenue,” he said.
some - $70,000,000, but the b
the people is not 'so heavy,
the tariff has been adjusted,
one is paving & rdil
There may b
countries, a protectiy
I maintain, however, ih
ence of Canada shows
tective policy, as appt
sound. - And that a
is- the only po
ada, as she
Coat .’

Mzr. Oliver pointed out fhat
vative candidates in Western
were-trying to lead the
lieve- that thei was in
a low ‘tariff. - Vvas a gr
representation i
was, he quoted
ing: members
mons in t
liament. M
indicated 14t
considered i14a: th
tural implements,
lens, boots and
should be raised, (
tion to eastern manufactu: B.

The Land for the Settler

The government’s ¢
thein of being untruc
of “the land for the sett
parison of the presen
administration of th
with” the administiation of th
the late government, would. he
prove the foundationless.chara
this assertion.

1s subject

d ior a

a

a iI 101

¢y under whi
15 situated today,

elector

0
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> Statements
House ¢

he ) sessions

crities

¢ The Conservatiy
ernment - gave to railway com
32,000,000, acres. of land,
railway grants the whole of t
maining unalicnated odd nun
sections, and gave only 6,000.00
to settlers. The present gover
had given 25,000,000 acres to S¢€
removed the reservation on  th
alienated odd numbered sectio $
had granted not one acre to r
companies, ‘but neétwithstandin
fact, ‘the mileage of railway . cons
ed, was greater in the 12 yvears o
eral administration, than in ]
Years of Conservative raie, and
was under construction in -add
three - thousand miles more. The
way ‘land grants made by the C¢
vative . goyvernment, had place
three pia‘rie provinces under
of $150,000,000, and in order.tha
tiers might occupy the land, ther
would have to be dug out of t
Land for Settlers Only.
Mr. Oliver showed that the 1
opening of the odd numbered sec
was a complete vincrcation of the
ernment’s poliey of the land fo
settler, and said that, notwithstaz
the charges of having looted the
lic domain, the government had
alienated a single acre of land,
on settlement  conditions.
proceeded to justify the |

resery
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