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THE REAL BOERS AT HOME.

BIMPLS, PRIMITIVE WAYS OF THE
PEGPLE OF THE TRANSVAAL.
Yeen at the Best en Lomely Farms—Strong
. Religious Rellef — Few  Plceasures

Enown te Thelr Lomely Lives—Rifle

Matehes, Communion and Mobilization

—Every Boer Can Shoot Well From

Boyhood.

You will hear divers answers as to
what kind of people the Boers are. The
more ghort-sighted and intolerant
among ‘travellers may say that the
Boers are a dirty lot who don’'t wuse
table mapkins, an illiterate set of
brutes who never heard of Kipling, an
utterly unrefined people whose know-
ledge of art is nil; in short, ‘a back-
ward, stupid, unprogressive, half civi-
lized set who are too thick-headed to
know they are standing in the path
of that Juggerhaut car, civilization,
and must in the end be crushed be-
neath its wheels.

It is a mistake to take Paul Kruger
and his surrounding politicians as
types of the Boer. Also it is a mis-
take to take the dweller in the towns
as typical: To umearth the real Boer
one must seek the wide and solitary
veldt, the hidden valleys, the distant
hills, and there, on his'farm, draw him
out and study him. Your true Boer
despises the town. -He is essentially
an agriculturist and a hunter. Up to
1892 he never saw a railroad in his
ocountry, and he was bitterly opposed

to its coming. He argues that . the |
railroad will drive away the game,
and, without anything to shoot at, life |
will not be worth living. He is ex-
tremely conwrvitive, and with stran-
gers brusque and taciturn, but if he
finds you are harmless he can be very
hospitable. a He does not drink
deep.
HE IS RELIGIOUS

with a gloomy, stern religion, which
makes him believe, as did the Coven-

anters, as much in the Old Testament
adin the New. Like all people whose
belief in the Bible is ot that uncom-
promising kind, he is more or less sup-
erstitious, He is moral. He does not
believe in divorce laws. He marries
early in life, and is convinced the
highest blessing is an abundance oti
children. He is sturdily built, as a |
rule, thanks to his way of life, which |
i the same as that of his father and
his ancestors for many generatious—'i
an open-air life, with lots of beef and
cabbage and milk. He is a good horse-
mamn, and a remarkable marksman. He
understands that the man who can
shoot  straight and ° without
citement, makes nowadays, the best
soldier. He fears God and loves his
country, but cannot understand the
need) of a taxgatherer.

At the first hint of gray in the East-
ern s8ky, at the first crow of the cock,
the farm household is up and stirring,
and breakfast, with the usual strong
coffee the Boer loves, is over by the
time the sun rises. The men are vut
and about at once. The women have |
plenty of work about the house. The |
genuine old Boer farm furnishes itself
every necessary to its occupants.
The furniture is often made by the
farmer, or he has great, unwieldy,
carved;, chests and bureaus which have
com# to him from his ancestors. K He
can make his own shoes. His women
dress-and weave h:s own sheep’'s wool,
and make theirs and his clothes from
it. There is almost mothing he needs
to buy. He does not care a rap for
neckties or collars or store clothes,
an{ a full beard is fashionable. All
he really has to buy is farming im-
plements, and of these he prefers the
primitive sort, though enterprising
agents have introduced such things as
wowing and other machinery.

During the day he works leisurely,
content to make a living out of the
ground. He has been seen sitting in
his wagon for hours watching an en-
terprising, hustling, Uitlander, with
woender as the foreigner worked con-
tinuously with all kinds of new-fang-
led machines, producing far more from
the earth than his wants required, be-
cause he wished to market the surplus
and make money. He has been seen
thus, shaking his head in pity and not
unm ngled with contempt at such
folly, for the Boer is

NOT A MONEYMAKER.

He¢ does not want a bank account. So
he drives his slow-moving ox wagon
away on the hot and dusty trek, medi-
tating on the want of faith these Uit-
landers have, who cannot trust the fu-
ture to God and be content with to-
day.

He dines heartily ai moon and sups
heartily at evening. His day hardly
differs from that of any farmer in any
country, only, it he sings at his work,
it is likely Lo be a psalm that he sings.
He smokes a greal deal while he goes
about—a habit derived from his for-
bears in Holland. He is fortunate in
having no winter—no frost, no snow,
only  the dry season, when his cattle
B!lffﬁr. and the rainy seasoo, when the
rivers and ponds are flooded.

His house and barns are low and
roomy—simply furnished as to the
house rooms. Tha great featherbed 1s
usually the most noticeable feature,
unless, perhaps he glories in a little
harmonium for his daughter to pick
out, hymmn tunes on, of a Sunday. Just
before the sun goes down, at a time
which varles very little all the year
round, the Boer calls his family to-
gether and they have housebold pray-
ers and plous singing. No lights are
needed, or' if one is, it is an old-fash-
ioned lanthorn, or, more likely, a
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ex-

| of fair.

| ing! the portion he desired. A
‘on a bank in Pretoria was offered in

i what a check was.

rusgh dip, floating in a cup of home-
made t:?l'low. Ere the daylight has
fairly gone the farmer bas bolted the
door| and everybody is in bed. -

He has no amusements, according to
Eur n or American lights. Know-
ing nothing of theatres or picture gal-
leries, he does mot want them. He
hardly ever reads anything save the
Bible, and that is a sacred duty, and
with stammering and difficulty. The
hunt is his chief sport, for big or hit-
tle game, and there is keen rivalry in
the display of trophies. Also he has
one favorite sport of much the same
kind—the shoo.ing matches. For this
however, he does not dress up in pic-
turesquel attire, as a German does for
a Schuetzenfest, but goes to it with
his folks in his usual dress, seeing to
it, however, that his rifle is in its best
trim. One township may - challenge
another,; or Majuba Day—the anniver-
sary of the battle in which they whip-
the English id 1881—may be cele-
a grand meet of all the
neighbors for simpie prizes. There is
not, to the outsider, very much excite-
ment—no yelling or -waving of hand-
kerchiefs. It is rather a grave func-
tiom, for even the children know that
it is a kind of examination, during
whicly each patriot is anxious to show
with what, a deadly aim he can shoot,
wiy>a the time comes, for his father-
land. He does not fire off crackers on
Majuba Day, nor get drunk, nor howl,
but accepts it as an occasion for quiet,
triumphant thanksgiving and a lit-
tle pairiotic oratory denouncing the
demands of the Uitlanders. When
the match and the speechés are over
he drives home
1 TO BED BY SUNDOWN
as usual. Of course, in the bigger
towns—but there is no really big
town in all the republic—things may
be more animated.

Three or four times a year he goes
to Nachimaal, which is equivalent to
the Scotch Fast Day or communion.
In the little market square of the
nearest little burg there will stand a
modest whitowashed building like a
bamn. This is the church for the dis-
trict, and here at stated periods the
farmers gather from all about. They
don’t take their families to hotels,

ped
brated by

though some may stay with friends, |

but drive the two or three days’ jour-
mey in the big white-canvassed wagon,
drawn by from twelve to sixteen fat,
white-horned oxen. They make camp
near the town in a meadow probably
by ‘the stream, and live in and under
the wagon during the Nachtmaal,

| cooking for themselves the food they
| have brought along.

The congrega-
tion gathers, during this time, day
and evening, Their neighbors meet
belween whiles and gossip and perhaps
transact a little business. I'hey
would not belong to the human family
if, of course, the lads and lasses did
not: walk and talk and court and ex-
change vows. (lhese are the great
outings, the picnics, of the year, and
small tradesmen and peddlers are on
hand with knicknacks, and trumpery
to sell to the young folks, so that, out-
side the services, the meeting is a kind
Sometimes also there may be
a wrestling match or jumping match
between young men, in which all, old
and young, will take a deep interest.

Although the Boer has proved that

i hd can be longheaded and shrewd in

political amd other grave matters, in
sume of the ordinary matters of life he
is remarkably simple. There are
many stories told of his unsophistieat-
ed ways. A prospector for gold found
signs of it on a farmer’s land, and
afterl a great effort succeeded un buy-
rheck

payment, but the farmer had never
veen inside a bank, and did not know
He would take no-
thing but gold, and gold, a consider-
able amount was finally handed over
to him. The excitement of the trans-
action over, and his bewilderment at
possessing 80 much wealth past, the
farmer began to fear what he had nev-
er had to trouble himself about before
—robbers. He slept on his money, and
as he could not take it out with him
to his work, he either sat at home
watching it with a gun or else had
one of his stalwart sons dosthe same.
When occasion demanded that he
should visit the town he drove in with
an armed son, and while one of the
two did the business in the 'market
place, the other sat on the box con-
taining the treasure, warning off all
comers. It was only after his pastor
had reasoned with him for months,
and then with a great deal of doubt
and nervous, caulious iquestions, he
was persuaded to put his fortune in
the Standard Bank.
ONE GOOD WOMAN

with childrem she was very proud of,
though they were rude and awkward
boys amd girls, had been in Pretoria,
amxl; there, by some chance, was taken
to luncheon at the home of the Eng-
lish Bishop. She could not speak Eng-
lish, but her hosts had been at the
pains to learn szlmug of  Dutch.
The farmer’s wif as so much struck
by the neat and polite daughters of
the Bishop's wife that she went home
saddened. She felt that, after all, her
swans were but ugly ducklings. For
a long time she worried, until, one day
along came a tramp—a wallaber, with
whose appearance she was struck. H#
was English, and theiold lady had a
happy thought. He was a temderfoot,
and knew not a word of ‘“taal,” but an
interpreter was found, and the tramp
was hospitably told he was to stay
right there and teach the youngsters
English speech and English manners.
He protested that he could not teach
English if he did not know some Dutch
but the old lady was obdurate, so he
accepted the post. His first appear-
ance at the table was a signal for the
mother to gather her flock and make
them watch how the amazed and un-
happy Englishman handled his knife
and fork and so on. He stayed at the
farm a long time, and as he really
was a gentleman down on his luck,
probably earned his board. At any
rate, the simple old farmer's wife felt
her peace of mind restored when her

pAtldrem had had ““an English educa-
tiom."”

So the Buer farmer and hunterpur-

way, as his people have
ever: done, and if what he considers
the accursed gold had never been
found: in his land, he might so pursue
i to the end of the chapter. It is to
bei feared, however, that foreign capi-
tal and railroads and telegraphs and
lightning-rod agents have broken u
his idyllic life forever, or, rather, wi
soon’ do so.

sues his even

QU‘EER REMEDIES FOR DISEASE.

Popular Bellef H:s Ascribed Extraordin-
ary Powers to Certnin Jewels.

In the old medieval days the strang-
est and most remarkable things were
used as drugs for the amelioration and
cure of disease. One of the strangest
in this latter category, is the use of
m‘gﬁoun stones for the cure of disease.
The diamond is considered one of the
most useful of all gems and is especial-
ly indicated in certain diseases of the
nervous system; Its successful appli-
cation in long-standing-®ases of femi-
nine irritability has long been known
to the average husband and lover, but
its prosaic use as a substitute for as-
safetida or other objectionable sub-
stances will no doubt come as asur-
prise to everybody. Novel as is the
idea, it, however, finds a parallel in the
case of certain nations, who believe
that a diamond placed in a glass of
water communicates many virtues to
the fluid, making it exceedingly valu-
able in the cure of disease. In Jama-
ica the matives believe resolutely that
people with warts can get rid of them
provided they use a piece of pork fat
to rub the excrescences and then bury
the fat immediately after using it, a
new piece being used for each appli-

cation. For the cure of warts, indeed,

a somewhat similar remedy is in vogue
in certain parts of England, the ex-
crescences being rubbed with a piece
of beef, which must, however, be stolen
before it is used and must them be
carefully buried. Breathing on a wart
nine times at the time of the new moon
is also declared to be very effectual
in removing them.

Among other remarkable methods of
curing must certainly be mentioned one
which is much used in certain parts
of the Tyrol for cancer. This consists
in. decapitating and skinning lizards,
the flesh of which is cut up into pieces
and swallowed by the patient without
cooking or any modification. After a
few doses of this ‘“drug” have been
swallowed they are said to produce a
profuse perspiration and gradually &
sloughing off of the cancerous growth,
which is repsired by perfectly healthy
tissue. Scarcely less potent is a mode
of healing which is much vauqtml in
certain quarters of India. This may
be called “color healing.” It con-
sists in administering water in glasses
of different colors, from which color
the drauwght obtains its' properties,
which are magical in their effect—pro-
vided the patient is endowed with suf-
ficient faith. Water in a red glass
will cure epilepsy, insomnia, nervous
diseases, the plague, fevers and agues
and half a score of the other diseases
which mortal flesh is heir to. In a
blue glass it is a sovereign remedy for
the palsy, for failing sickness, for ty-
phoid and for numerous other ‘allu.sd
and non-related complaints, while in
a green glass it is a gpecific for oth-
er complaints and in a yellow for yet
another batch.
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FROZEN FISH.

A British General's Experience of Winter
Fishing in Canada.

General Lusons, of the British army,
in telling his experignce of winter fish-
ing in Canada, mentions some of the
effects of severe cold. Among these
are the cracking and splitting of hard-
wood trees, with loud reports. He
describes the sound like that of rifle-
shots im battle. He says that the
nights in the bush were like the Battle
of Waterloo. But the most wonder-
ful thing of all was the effect of the
cold upon the fish as these were taken
out of the water.

We went down to the lake and made
a mumber of holes in the ice and lower-
ed our lines through them; but the
wind was so cold that we were obliged
to make screens of branches to sit be-
hind and save ourselves from freezing.
We got a good number of trout, but
nothing large. That evening I saw
the realization of what I bad consider-
ed a Munchausen story. \

The boys had brought up the fish
from the lake, and had thrown them
down at the entrance of the camp near
the end of the fire. The fish were all
frozen hard in the shapes they had last
twisted themselves into, and were soO
prittle that sume of them were broken

ta halves. 3

While 1 was cooking the dinner 1
heard a peculiar tapping noise, which
I could not make out. At last a little
bright fish caught my eye. I looked
on 1he ground, and there I say all the
silvery trout flapping and jumping
about as merrily as possible. I do not
think the broken ones came to life
again—the ends cerlainly did not re-
unite—but all the others danced a
merry jig till I required them for the
frying-pan.
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VAL®E OF VEGETABLES

Vegetables are like fresh air—indis-
pensable for-our healrh: they cool an
purify the blood and add a necessary
acid to it.
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ITEMS OF INTEREST ABOUT THE
BUSY YANKEE.

Nelghborly [ st in His gs—Matters
of Moment and llirth Gathered from Hie
Daily Record.

There are 430 turpentine distilleries
in Florida. :

Many Atlantic liners burn as much
as 100 toms of coal a day. S 50

Chicago is about to spend $10,000,000
on street improvements.

An American advertiser paints post-
ers bn cows in fields near the railroad.

American trade with Australia in
leather goods has quadrupled in five
years.

The Brooklyn Directory for 1899 con-
tains 271,797 names, or 7,833 more than
last year.

The Archbishop of Canterbury is paid
$10,000 2 year more than President Me-
Kinley's salary.

Governon Stone has a histprical lib-
rary of 2,000 volumes, devoted entirely
to Penmsylvania.

The Springfield Republican gravely
urges the abolition of the Fourth of
July celebrations.

Geologists say that the natural gas
supply of Indiana will bs exhausted in-
side of five years.

During the firet ten days of this
month Utah mines declared dividends
amounting to $242,500.

For a white man to marry a col-

oured womam is comtrary to the law
of every southern state.

California reports an unusually fine
prune crop, the size and abundance of
the fruit, excoeding those of last year.

Henry H. Benedict, the millionaire
typewriter manufacturer, was cmce a
teacher of Latin in the Fairfield Sem-
inary.

J. P. Bryant, of Bardwell, Ky., is said
to be the owner of the largest straw-
berry patch in the world. It covers
1,700 acres.

According to the Washington
Times, the Rev. Sam Jcmes™income for
several years has been between $25,000
and $35,000.

The new St. Paul directory shows
am increase of 3,159 names over last
year and is believed to indicate a popu-
lation of 191,672,

Inm 1898 lightning caused a loss of
367 lives in the United States and
damaged or destroyed property to the
value of $1,441,880.

More than 2.000,000 trees have been
planted along the line of the Northern
Pacific Railroad in Dakota, to serve as
protection from smow difts.
® Addison Cammack, the Wall street
bear, knows the highest and lowest
prices every listed stock has reached
in each month for ten years.

This year’s production of beet sugar
in the United States is estimated at
122,000 tons from 144,000 acres. This
is a four-fold increase in one year.

Senator Allison, of Towa, is a devoul
reader of the mewspaper, and sub-
scribes to at least one morning paper
in all the leading cities of the coun-
try.

Hamilton McKay, Twombly, who has
an estate of 1,500 acres at Madison,
N.J., has ordered a large automobile
truck to carry his gardem products to
market.

The oldest living married couple in
Philadelphia, Mr. and Mrs. Michael F.
Conover, calebrated the sixty-first
anhiversary of their wedded life on
Tuesday.

Dr. Richard J. Gatling, of gun fame
says that the secret of his success
was perseverance. ‘‘ Above all,” he
says, “a young man should keep him-
self busy.” !

Abram S. Hewitt, the New York mil-
lionaire, says that he has never sought
to acquire wealth, and that to-day
nearly every dollar he owns is invested
in his business.

Mrs. Statsenberg, wife of the Ne-
braska colonel killed by the Filipinos,
was on board ship during the battle
and did not learn of his death until
thirty days afterward.

Indiana, is complaining, like other
States, of the increase of divorces, and
a recemt investigation shows that the
increase is promoted by fraud and a
lax construction of the law.

The State of Pennsylvania hatched
30,000,000 shad in the Delaware River
this year and the United States
hatched 200,000,000 of the same fish in
the Delaware and Susquehanna rivers
combined.

Capt. N. M. Dyer, who commanded
the Baltimore at the battle of Manila,
did not graduate from the Naval Aca-
demy, but served six years om mer-
chantmen before entering the United
States navy.

A poor widow with seven children
advertised in a New York paper for
a temporary loan of $50. She an-
nounced her willingness to permit the
money lender to '‘keep the children
is security.”

Mrs. McKinley personally superirn-
tends the decorations of the White
House for any social function, and the
fact that these are believed to be ib
most successful ever known is due al-
most entirely to her taste and sug
restions.

I'he throat trouble from which Mis
‘lara Bartonm, founder of the Red Cres
is suffering, first attacked her early

in life when Principal of the Pus-
lic school in. Bordentown, . She
was then compelled to give up teach-
ing. 1
It is not gemerally known that Capt.
Sigshee, late of the Maine, is the hae
ventor of a deep sea sounding ma-
chine, for which he got medals from
Prussia and England. He also invented
an ingenious parallel ruler for me-
chanical drawing.

Semator Depew says he believes that
a course of lectures on the operation
of railroads would be a valuable addi-
tion to all our leading colleges, con-
sidering the large part which rail-
roads play in our everyday life and
how little they are understood.

Returns to the Treasury Department
show 311,878 immigrants for the year
ending June 30th, against 229,209 for
the twelvemonth previous. This in-
crease of 82,579, which may become a
little larger with revised returns, is
oler 36 per cent.

FURS RISING IN PRICE.

Mavked Effects of the Decrease In the
World's Supply Seen inCanada.

An enormous increase in the price of
furs is one of the results of the de-
crease in the supply brought by the
Montagnais Indians from the wilds of
Labrador and northern Qu.ebec'. Last
winter's catch was exoeedingly poor,
and but for the higher prices secured
there would be a vust amount of suf-

fering among the Indians.

The advanced price cbtained this year
by the Indians is not due to any sud-
den outbreak of generosity on the part
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, which
for years has had a practical monopoly
of this trade, but rather to t-h‘g faot
that in comsequence of the reduotion
in the world’s supply of furs the com~
pany is meeting with competition. Al
Boston dealer named Williams made
his appearance om the Labrador coast
this spring about the time that the In~
dians arrived there from their hunt-
ing grounds in the interior of the
country, and caused lively competition
in the local fur market. Mr. Williama
secured some $50,000 worth of furs
from the Indians. Local traders on the
coast bought as much more and rc‘asgld
their furs to dealers in Quebec. Skins
of the otter, for which the Indians
sometimes get only 86 to $8 yielded
them this year as much as $12 to $20.
Bear skins have ccmmanded from _815
to $26 in first hands, and the skins
of the marten, which ordinarily bring
about $5, have run up to $20 and even
$25. Black and silver gray fox skins
have realized upon the coast a8 lnglr
as $120. The rapidly increasing scnrc_lty
of these fine Camadian furs is making
itself felt in the Old World, as adeal-
er in Quebec has advices sf a recent
trade sale at Leipsic, where the rep-
resentative of a Parisiumn fur house
paid $360 for a prime silver fox skin
from Labrador. This remarkable in-
crease in value lends importance tp.tho
new project of Mr. Menier of rglsmg
black and silver foxes upon his islan
—Anticosti.” He now has at least fifty
families of them in ca-plivﬂy, and as
they are keépt in lange inclosures, they
are thriving and increasing v_wt.h great
rapidity and promise exceedingly luo-
rative returns.
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LOUBET'S GUARD.

—_—

Twenty Private Detectlves Attend Wim
: Day and Night.

The secret force charged to protect
the French President is far from scant,
and if he had been willing to keep
it to its functions, it might ‘have
spared M. Loubet the attack of the
and if he had been willing to keep
other Sunday. It is a force quite
apart from that which everybody sees,
from the army contingent, the police
and the reserve post of the city guard,
purposely displayed and serving above
all for decoration. This service that
nobody sees is composed of 20 persons
in permanent service, and of 50 per-
sons when the President travels, to
say nothing of a currently reported
third service, whose mysterious role
is denied by the police. All this ma-
chinery, which M. Loubet’s predeces-
sor kept in constant occupation, seems
formidable and complicated in the
midst of a republic. .

‘fhis escort, with consign never to
lose sight of him, makes M. Loubet,
they say, positively miserable. He
escaped from them the other (..lny‘, and
it gave rise Lo an amusing incident.
There was consternation. All the bi-
cycles of the palace were set In motion;
there was riding hither and yon, and
nearly rousing the city, when M. Lou-
bet was discovered pruuwnudlpg the
avenue of the Champs Elysees in quiet
conversation with his son.
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LONDON'S WATER SUPPLY.

To London, as to almost every large
city, the questicm of a water supply
has been a serious problem. London-
ors now see a way to solve it. The
Ingineer of the County Council has
informed that that underneath
London is an lake, in a
‘halk basin 2,500 square miles in ex-
tent. The annual rainfall that sinks
to this lake, 100 feet beluow the T-
face of the ground, amounis to 8
200,000,000 galilons, which, would give
v daily yield of 7u7,000,0.0 gallons. An
irtesian well has already tapped the
lake at Clapham, and it is px 19!:‘«1 out
‘hat all that is necessany tu insure 2
water supply is to sink a sufficient
number of wells. The wonder is that
{.ondon . chould have existed for more
‘han 2,000 years and never dlx('u\'cfl‘ud
that tne great lake was beneath it.
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