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By L A STEVENSON

The clection in Geest Beitain, one of
the most momentons 8 her pobitical hie
tary, shows the lollowing results
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The government majority ot the dis
solution was 108, and ite return to power
with & slight incrense s & sigeal ¢ .
e precedentod cevurence Pritain
for & party 1o be returned to ofice at theve
sncvemive eheet s and there were fow

ob fid ot expect the o
wore of seals e

tament

At appears ot fest
d the snistones of

voling, & sysiem known in Canada

which the l."-.l government pe

-

to abolish st once. Electors in Britain

e allowed 10 vole s more than
constituency, and some men hold o y
e & dosen voles A wery n o

o that & man has & vote for his office
ks oity residence, M ¢
and & a gradoate
e of the days when the land
owners were supreme and, as by far the
majority of propertiod classes who benefit
by it are Tories, it is & severe handicnp
ageinst Liberalism. It s enleulated that
out of 500,000 pural votes four-Bfths are
Toty and that they turn the seale in
favor of Toryiam in 30 divisions There
s & plumlity of over 400,000 in faver
of the Kberal policy which means that
counting head in Canada, there would
be the enormous preponderance of three
fourths of & million votes in favor of the
progressive party. Furthermore, the elec
tion was fought on & stale register of which
the effect is that & greal many volers
who Bad left their old division were not
registered elsewhere and were unable to
vote It is chiefly the artisan classes
who lose their voles this way, and as they
are mostly liberals that party suffered &
second handicap
A Real Democracy

Viewing the circumstances it is & fair
conclusion te say that the British people
have frmly determined to become a real
democracy and abolish forever the domina-
tion of the hereditary upper house. In
1804, when Mr. Gladstone was bidding
farewell to parliament he prophesied
s future conflict between the people and
the lords and said, it must sooner or later
go forward to an issue. After his retire
ment a period of ten years of tory re-action
and administrative stagnation ocourred,
due chiefly to the interruption of the Boer
War. Then, in 1906, a liberal government
was returned with an abaormal majority
It proceeded at once to overtake heavy
arrears of necessary social reform and
succeeded in passing & few. but its chief
measures, the education bill, the licensing
bill, the Scoteh Land Acts were ruthlessly
thrown out by the lords. The liberal
government wavered under these rebuffs
and seemed to be losing popular confidence
Then Mr. Lloyd-George introduced his
famous budget in March, 1009, and de-
clared it to be the opening of a new era
of equitable taxation and social reform

eanwhile the protectionists had been
carrying on an active campaign and

antry or seadde

were confident of success. At their
bidding the lords who had long lost the
constitutional right to deal with finance,

threw out the budget and the government
appealed to the country who sustained it
by a majority of 124. The budget was
passed but the liberals had still to have
their day of reckoning with the lords
and there was an Unanimous feeling that
the matter had to be fought to a finish
The veto bill introduced by Mr. Asquith
proposed that the commons should be
supreme on financial questions, that the
duration of parliament should be limited
to five years, and that the lords should
only have the power to delay and revise
bills under certain conditions. If the bill
was passed for three successive sessions
the lords must allow it to become law,
the effect being to allow liberal measures
to become law in the lifetime of a single
parliament

King's Death Intervened

After the introduction of the veto bill
the lamented death of the king intervened.
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Politien] strie cvnsed snd o conforence of
party leaders was armsnged te stlompd &
Bat the quarrel was tow

and the gull tow wide for any Iriendly
and the only revouree was e
devisbon of the chertorsialonce agaln
The lorde wha ot the badget slection had
pemesd as fair minded, impartial Matesmen
wow admitted their own deficiencies and
propesed & specions wheme of loem
whieh wonld have beft them stronger than
Letore ue w Weluark aguinst democraey
The heveditary principle wae ta be partie
Iy sbaldished, and & sew sloment thatl wae
1o be chiefly 4

were 1o

it ment

be In
war then between & reformed house of
+ possessing supremery aver Lhe people
¢ the supremecy of the prople aver the

Node s

bordde, and the Beitiah clectors have
the latter with ne wneertaln volen. The
power of fendaliom which has dominated
Great Reitain since the Norman conquent
ought 1o be ended belfore the corunation.
Sewtland, lrvland and Wals stayed
salidly with the rament as did York-
shire and the industrial region of Nerth
astorn Eagland  Mr Balfour on the
d the poll in Ne anniety 1o save the
(RPN .f....l to lave tarill reform to &
wm  which was equivalest o

dropping it and thereby hia party made o
setien J ming in free teade in Lanesahiee,
though 'Ll eountry s & whole gave »

v

refetend

strong Liberal majorit The Southers
and Midland counties, thanks (o territarial
influence and plur %, favered the

tories, but Low
ful to the Rberale
Great Cltles  Liberal

All the great cities save Birmingham,
Liverpool and one or two others gave &
liberal majorit Manchester, (i&',
Lewds, Beadiord, Hull, Newenstle, Sunder-
land, Bolton, Rristel, Southampton, Old-
ham, P'.-h-hw1h and Dundes, were ol
predominantly liberal, and so long ae
stand frm the canse of
safe.  Hall the tory party,
protectionista, are in revoll
wder, Mr. Balfour, who is & iy free
trader, and wants to retain the support of
the free trade unionist The

enerall disorganised and di
:ann ailed to r—-huv any new I“
save E. Smith, & brilliant barrister,

Tariff vvlrn'u bas been killed by the anti.
tarifl agitation in the Usited States,
Canada and elsewhere, and no other save
s negative poliey i avallable. The
m-ur,..n ‘s ot act will be o

& velo bill and curh the power
lords.  The latter will bluster but never
resist.  Thelr wives will lwﬁdm
run the risk of the peerage being ¢

by new crestions Wn an  electoral
reform bill will be introduced, o

|.Iunl voting and confining the elections
one day.  Some settlement of the Irish
,.mp... will also be attempted and will
probably take the form of o federal
system of devolution, whereby England,
Seotland, Ireland and Wales will receive
local parliament similar to our legislature
with similar po The liberals aleo
propose e deal with the land system
of Seofland and ameliorate the condition
of the working classes by reform of the
poor law and & scheme of insurance
agrinst unemploy ment

Has Clean Mandate

The liberal party has a clean mandate
for its program of reform as & result of
three successive viclories at the
(120 is a large majority in Britain) and
it in led by men who have the ability and
courage to earry it to & successful and
beneficent conclusion. There is no sign
of decadence or despair in the mother
country despite the wailings of the tories,
The national life is keen and vigorous snd
all the strength and intellect of the nation
has been thrown on the side which sees
the necessity and realizes the true methods
of reform. The key-note of British liber-
alism today was well struck by Mr.
Churchill at Manchester on November
goth, when he said, “We do fear the Bri-
tish people. We believe that in the Beart
of every great community working under
free  institutions there is & perennial
ascendency of good and noble ideas and
a tireless uplifting to a fairer and more
merciful union among men. One grest
battle is to be fought and we are ready
to fight it. We do not grudge the e'oﬂ.
the sacrifice or the exertion. We are
marching to justice, to freedom, to truth,
and we are marching through storm
to victory. Let us see who will be
enough to dare to stand in our .
Would that these words ted the

rit of our Canadian li which is

» shallower brand.




