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Boys and Girls

My Dear Cousins,—I've had six
letters already this week from my old
cousins, and you’ve no idea how glad
I was to get them, and see the fa-
miliar names again. 1 was especially
glad to hear from some cousins who
wrote and said their competition an-
swers were coming later. - I always
like letters, but letters written be-
cause somebody wanted to write, and
not simply because they were sending
answers and thought they might emn-
close a note. Why, I can’t tell you
how glad they make me. You all
seem to have been very energetic dur-
ing the summer. You’ll see from
Gordon Bland’s letter how busy he
was in the barn. I can imagine some-
thing of what it would be like when
“the neighbours helped with the
mousing.”’ It made me smile when
-I remembered- -my- fun in. the barn
this summer. Three times a day 1
used to go to a certain grain sack
for chick feed, and three times a day,
just as I put out my hand to loosen
the top of the sack, Mr. Mouse used
to jump 6ut like a flash, run up the
wall so fast I couldn’t see his feet
and wait on a cross-beam or some-
where till I’d gone. Then, I suppose
he came down. I got very interested
one day in trying to find out where
he did hide, and became 30 absorbed
in this that I didn’t motice the barn
door blow softly open, or those Ply-

That is the way to judge the worth of any system or plan. Isn't
it? Apply this test to the Financial System in your Parish.
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mouth” Rocks come stalking ‘in behind
me. By the time I did catch sight
of them they had explored one.or two
forbidden - sacks and had a lovely
time, but I wish you could have seen
them run when I got after them!

I suppose the one great thing that
we have all been thinking about this
week is the wonderful news that came
last Monday. In the middle of -all
the rush and business of the day’s
work it was hard sometimes to re-
alize that it was the first week for

Your vears when no fighting was

going on  in France and Flanders.
I thought that directly I got a chance
I must get away to somewhere quiet
to try and think what Peace means,
60 as soon as I could on Saturday,
off I went to a place I know by a
lake, and' I had a beautiful time. I
saw some queer things, too. To be-
gin with, while I was waiting for a
street car, of all things in the world,
a big, fat bée came and sat down on
my- coat sleeve and refused to budge.
I blew him away ‘once, but he came
again, so I let him stay till he de-
cided to go himself.
the middle of November is very
strange, don’t you think? I expect
really it was his day off from- the
office, too, and he was out’ celebrat-
ing. All the same, I can’t help think-
ing it was a bit risky—he ought to
have been in a cosy hive somewhere.
Then when I got to where.I was
going to (this sounds a bit like a
letter from France, doesn’t it?) I saw
a wild strawberry plant with one white

But a bee in

What about last‘ Christmas—1Is the
Gift you gave remembered today?

emphasized each week,
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blossom on it—also out celebrating,.
I suppose, but it-looked very queer
all among the old dried grasses and
leaves, peeping out, watching the lake
all day. So I got to my_ little place
on the cliff, and had a berry hunt all
to myself. -1 didn’t find many. They
say there aren’t many this year, so
some people think the winter isn’t
going to be very bad, as if it were,
Mother Nature ‘would have made
plegty of ‘muts and berries for the
squirrels -and chipmunks to put away
for hard, cold days. And I had a big
think all to myself as well. I couldn’t
tell you what I thought about—all
kinds of things, from how I was go-
ing to tell my cousins all about it
when I wrote to wondering what kind
of men and women cousins they were
going to be in a few years. Do you
ever go away to a mice, quiet place
for your big thinks? They make you.
feel ever so much better when you
get back to vour office, or wherever
your day’s work takes you. All this
week now I shall have that lovely
afternoon to think about, and I don’t
know that the best part of it wasn’t
that dog I met. I had to wait half

an hour for a street car, but it omly :

seemed like ten minutes, because I
found an Airedale at the crpssroads—
or ‘he found me. Anyway, in two
minutes he brought me a stone to
throw for him, and we had a grand

time. Sometimes I just covered the

stone with my foot, and it was a great
game for him to try to dig it out and
burrow for ‘it—just like my old Aire-
dale in England. I must tell you
about him some other day. - His
name’s John, and he was twelve years
old last Monday—Victory Day.

Now I must stop and leave room
for a lettér or two. 1 haven’t had any
tales or poemgs vet!

Your aﬁectionatq
Cousin . Mike.

Cordon Bland’s Letter.
Malton, Ont., :
R. R. No. 3.
Dear Cousin Mike,—I was glad to
hear  from you again. I had the
“Flu,” - too, but am better mow. I

was picking potatoes, and I took

sick the day  after we finished. 1
finished Public School, and 1 passed
my Entrance ijn the summer and am
going to High \School now. I built
all the loads of grain this summer
except the oats, and our meighbours
helped with these and I helped to do
the mousing.
I.think I will close now. Hoping
yoR. and :Mrs. Cousin Mike are well,
From your Cousin,
J. Gordon Bland.

Joy Beit's Letter.
St. John’s Rectory,
Stamford, Ont.

Dear Cousin Mike,—It seemed so

. nice to see a letter from you again,

after weeks and weeks with no letter
from you at all. In your letter you
asked us to write to you and tell you

what we thought of your idea. I think.

myself it is a very mice idea, and it

certainly would - ‘be - nice to-/have a . .

page of our own, Hasn’t this epi-
demic been awful? ‘I am very gl-ad
to say that none of us in.our family
have had it, but I had better mnot
brag. : ;
Hoping this will find you quite re-
coveréd from the “Flu” and feeling
quite vourself again, -
1 am, your loving Cousin,
. Joy Belt.

P.S.—I am enclosing my competi-
tion and I hope you will find it all
right. i

/

 Katle Bland’s Letter.

Malton, Ont., :
Nov. 1oth, 1018.
Dear Cousin Mike,—I am one of
the cousins that the influenza caqght,
but I am now better. I tried raising
ducks this vear—at least, I fed ‘them,

put them away at night and let
out of their pen each morning
a few weeks ago, when we let
go with ~the old ducks.

I will be glad when winter
so as to be able to get lots of sl
rides. It is great fun, especially
there "are lots of hills to ride
have been looking up texts
competition, but. have not
enough suitable ones yet.

Your Cousin,

.

" Katie
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