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CHRISTMAS DAY,
.. AND HOW TO KEEP IT.

Ohtutnu Day is perhaps the ome Foshvd
in - the - whole year which all unite to keep;
hnd in some way or other it will be kept by
every reader of these lines.
. But e;en with Ghmotfniu Day :here dare right
an wa, eeping it ; and our way
'II{. m mnﬁl on our way of thinking of

Howdoywmmnhaepuf O, you will say,|

Christmas is & Bappy and joyful time ; and I
shall put away ::yangry and revengeful thoughts,
mdlmlltrytochenlll of kindness and

»loutowudlmyn*hbon. and feelings of com-
those who are poorer

.
s
..
i : ;
"

or less happy

udlmllh'ythat my friends and

family shall be the happier for
time.

e bhundreds and thou-
ughout Ccnldl who

i
E

m ‘be light-honted and

M and I am sure that
M.t()hmt-

illuknottmm for ﬁo

18 nnutauy

| :mbmm ‘of the ‘Lord.. Why is it that

o Mntmﬁr‘ oy ? ‘I‘bomwerugmn
| in one of our hymus:’

L has God fulfilled His
”i‘;md“i::mumm
gla ﬂ-mw:«fu mloyu:;

of ChmtmuDsy? stt

,mt? Doyondoubhtfors moment ?  This lit- |
huto«duymtbemmzer is “Em-

m
Bnt.limmdntohowthu(iodm come to

’:’.umﬂu ,nrnlyweahonldreoweto to
Hmmﬂusf:oum& - y o

There is bardly a more bunhfnl mght in the
world than that which I have often seen at an

all coming together to the Lord's
‘was sure I should see them, and the
lmnllot ohxldron mth them at the forenoon service.

| getting nearer and nearer. The

_?elmlboen holding his.

' 'qu-d In th
togklns ket-bo:.g:ndylua it in

eh | giving to put stinginegs down. A few ex
| of putting i

tlmo ? ‘our Lord Himself|0

g 'gnspofa)m

I was qmte sure that when they sat down to tlmr
Christmas dinner, and wished each other many &

and blessed them,and thought perhaps of some who
ocould never spend Christmas with them again—I
was quite sure would be all the happier and
the more joyful, %&nse they had begun Christ's
Day at His Table, and were not afraid to think
that He was with them at their Feast.
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FIGHT A Q00D FIGHT.

A stingy Chrirtian was listening to a charity
sermon. He was nearly deaf, and was acoustomed
to sit facing the o tion, right under the|
pulpit, with his ear-trnmpet directed upward to-
ward the preacher. e sermon moved oon-
siderably. At ope time he said to_himself, « I’ll
'| give $10 ;" again he_gaid, “I'll give $15.”
| the elose of the appe he was very much movod

| and thought he would give $50.° Now the boxes
moved along his charity |

were passed. As the
began to ooze out.. He came down from fifty to.
%wenty, to ten, to ﬁvf:, to zero. He concluded
that he would ot give anything, ¢ Yet,” said

: he, *“ this won't do—I am, m a bad fix. This |

covetousness will be my ruin.”  The, boxes were|.
was upon
bim. What should he do?, The hox was now)

under his chin—all the oonMon lpoking.
this goliloquy, w

h in his deafness he dxd not know, that he
: the final moment he
the box, say-.

mgtohnnself as he did it, * Now squirm, old,

Iiirn.tur’!"

"Here is a key to 1he problem of covetousness. |
0ld natar’ must go under. It will, take great
ents

by, get the heart into the charity-box, and then
the cure is re . _All honour to the deaf old
gentleman. He did s magnificent thing for
,hunself and gaye an exa le worth imitating,
besides pointing a paragraph for the students of
linmm natare. *
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WHAT WE MAY, DO.

No hnman bemg oan be" molated 'a.nd self-
sustained. The strongest and bravest ‘and most
hel have yet, acknowledged or unacknowleged
iselves, mements of hungry sonl-yésrnings
.fonconpsmonshxp and sympathy. For the want
of this, what Wﬂ humanity lie strewn ‘about,
us—youth fw‘ihe mocking semblance of
friendship ; adrift-dt the merey of chauce, for the
e firm BAnd, and a kmd‘ly “Joving
heart, to ‘counsel. Itisdfwtmgto ‘seé how
strong is this yearning, so fatal to its possessor if
not guided rightly, such a life-anchor if safely
ced! « Friendless!” What tragedy there' may
-hidden in thatone little word! None to labour
Sor: none to ' wegp or smile with; none to eare
whether we lose or win in life's struggle!: A
kind word or smile, tomdlamnncx-
podedlyumesuohonmofhfo howoftmhu
it'been like the plank to the

lacking which he must suvely have pendnd
These, surely, we may bestow ‘as we pass those
less favoured than ourselves, whose souls are
wuhng for our sympathetic recognition.

WORK[NO FOR 600D..

Itis in the Word of God thp.t we learn to
oonudern?ﬂmhon as a blessing. The utmost
which the most refined philosophy can effect is to
remove from our sorrows that which is im. Iy
to divert the ottention from the cause of distress,
and to produce a sullen and stoical resignation,
more like desFalr than hope. The religion of the
Gospel grapples with the evil itself, overcomes it,
and transforms it into a blessing. It is by no
means included in the im]:rcniﬁsea y made to' true
Christians that they shall be exempt from suffer-

ing. On the contrary, chastisement froms a

necessary part of that paternal discipline by which

happy Christmas, and thou Eht of absent friends|ble

)
*xw‘hans

of one life saved by

in the whole pocket-book may, by-and- |’

" {your worldly things ?” and the injunction on's

our Heavenly Father fits' His children for th
oternal rest in glory. The Psalmist asserts -
ssedness of the man who is chastened by the
Lord, with this quahﬂoshon, a8 necessary to oon.
stitute it & blessing, that ho is also instructed i
divine truth. By this we understand that th,
influence of chastisement is not physical; that
mere suffering has no mherent efficacy ; bnt

the. afflictions of this life are, in the hand of God,
instrumental in xmpresamg divine truth upon the
heart, awakening the attention to the consi eration
of his own charagter and situation, the promises -
of the gospel and the rewards of heaven. The
child of God is assuded that all things work to-
gether for his good ; in-this is plainly included the
pledge, that ohsshsemem and affliction shall
eventually prove a bl ; and -this -is verified
by the experience of the le Chureh. :

‘Were every dewdro j)a du,mond, every atom a
world, and every worl

no:l satisfy the bonndless desires, o

80 s

the lmmorh.l

e

Men trust rather to their eyes than to their
ears ; the effect of preceptsis, therefore, slow and
tedious, while thst of enmples is summary and
eﬂ'eotnal

with us 'ere she resumes her flight, but sorrow,
with plnmge black tnd wearymg. long delays
her deputnro.

v Aa mp:oooed tho emmnlhply, hkeﬁguu
in arithimetie,. thohat on-the left stands for more

Where one burghr has beon Jushﬂibiy i]lof,
méats of & pistol, a hundred
“gocidents;” some of them fatal, have oocurred. -

)———*_-

Owrario.—The following was omitted in ntl
proper place :—
CrrisTuas Pastorar —My Dear . dehrn—h
the Festival of Christmas ia approaching, I feelit
duty to call your attention to the, excellent
:Sothmfotoom our Diocege, “Tb:‘t%oﬁ
of - the regpective congregations
thronghout the Diocese  on Christmss, Day, evexy
ahalLbude!otei to  the_sole . & "
Inoumbent of the Church in which the offerfony
is made.” (Cmn ##4ii,) No donbt, ab t.huw”
the minds of many amongst us are .
anticipations_ of_ —ma.._mﬂr lieub
subdued with the services and though
by the Advent season, will rejoice
‘Christian joy; wlule oﬂrm,
shine of worldly

“ A Meorry Christmes.” - ~At sueb- a {

your hearts are enlarged and you are

stances, denied themselves of much of this world’s_

work of the ? Permt me, ¢
earnestly exhort you, while ‘you: hail’ with C
l | tian exaltation the birth-of thé B-viour,' ‘and
temperate rejoicing ¢ keep the feast,” nob 4o’
forgetful-of * those who havé rule ovd‘
Remermber ab 11 they B .

om at ¢ ave SQWI- g
spiritual things, is'it & great matter if th

ptofessing Christians stands on record, ** Liet 3
that is taught in the Word W
him that teacheth in all good " e
are, doubtless, many
have it in théir power to eontribute to. the

tory on Christmas Da u mnch Io '
wish. To such I woul
ing in Mmoney might be emonted by 'ﬁ“ ;

tory in kind of what will be quite as
meeting the neoegsities of a family. -

ing the matter to your lovmgOhnm syﬁ
beheve me, your faithful Bmhop,

Ottawa., Advent, 1879,

Joyhu lw:ﬂ; wmgs and bqt bneﬂy hmu :

with luxury, will ha.ve in ihzlleét Wﬂﬁ?“ i

to rejoice withiithioge'who are: dm 10 you, should
you not remember those who are set over f
you in the Lord—those who hgve, in most i~

goods, that they might give themselves to ﬂ"-

you the word of Q"

persons who willo<nob

/ A

filled with gold, all would

|than all that wontbofonxt.—.?w Thoman Bnmu ]




