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CHRISTMAS DAT,
AND BOW TO KEEP IT.

fihyiitanM Day is perhaps the one Festival 
in the whole year which all unite to keep ; 
hnJ in some way or other it will be kept by 
every reader of these lines.

But even with Christmas Day there are right 
ways and wrong ways of keeping it ; and our way 
will depend very much on our way of thinking of 
ft, : - i • ’

How do you mean to keep itî O, you will say, 
Christmas is a very nappy and joyful time ; and I 
■>**11 put away all angry and revengeful thoughts, 
and I will toy to cherish feelings of kindness and 
love towards my neighbors, and feelings of com- 

thoeewho are poorer or less happy 
mystif; and I will try that my friends and 

jmp own family shall be the happier for 
endeavors at this happy time, 

u /es ! I believe there are hundreds and thou­
sands oimen and women throughout Canada who 

hare thoughts Him turrr at Christmas time,
‘ i do their best to carry them out. You 

their cheery, hearty voices wishing their 
a “happy Christmas’’ and a “merry 

us" on Christmas Eve and Christmas
mean it, and say it

! I am not 
fit. May the time never 
of ours1 when Christmas 

i and love shall cease r 
_ eeper than this. We must 

reason for keeping Christmas 
t each other be happy, Sndmerry,

and compassionate. And 
b that we think rightly of 

mbeé likely to keep it

f war prôfrmittg the Sacra-

f should you MOt' be light-hearted and 
tide Messed" thine ? our Lord Himself

11 am sure that 
gloomy face at Christ- 

re merry,.'would 
t reason. No t 
to rejoice with

this is not a mason for refusing to 
Lord. ! Why is it that 

The answer- is given

1 His promised word, 
r, Christ the Lord,”

would be no joy or

Day os Ghbibt—tells ns 
is “peace on earth, 

end are joyful, and we merry, 
ne to dwell with us, His fsllen 

to make us His children again, in

Is that the meaning of Christmas Day ? Is it 
not ? Do you doubt it for a moment ? This lit- 
D^ ghild. who lies May in the manger, is “ Em
ap^iek Qpd^mlh (l

Bat, ft we rejoice to know that God is come to 
us in Hie Son, surely we should rejoice to go to 
Him in Hit ftsciumenti ,

There is hardly a more beautiful sight in the 
world than that which I have often seen at an 

celebration of the Holy Communion—the 
those of the children who 

all coming together to the Lord's 
sure I should see them, and the 

smaller children with them at the forenoon service.

I was quite sure that when they sat down to their 
Christmas dinner, and wished each other many a 
happy Christmas, and thought of absent friends 
and blessed them, and thought perhaps of some who 
could never spend Christmas with them again—I 
was quite sure they would be all the happier and 
the more joyful, rocause they had begun Christ’s 
Day at His Table, and were not afraid to think 
that He was with them at their Feast.
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FIGHT A GOOD FIGHT.
A stingy Chrirti&n was listening to a charity 

sermon. He was nearly deaf, and was accustomed 
to sit facing the congregation, right under the 
pulpit, with his ear-trumpet directed upward to­
ward the preacher. The sermon moved him con­
siderably. At one time he said to himself, “I’ll 
give $10;” again he s^id, “I’ll give $16." At 
tiie close of the appear he was very much moved, 
and thought he would give $60. Now the boxes 
were passed. As they moved along his charity 
began to ooze out.: He came down from fifty to 
twenty, to ten, to five, to zero. He concluded 
that he would not give anything. “ Yet," said 

’t do—I am , in a bad fix. This

our Heavenly Father fits ■ His children for ’ 
eternal rest in glory. The Psalmist asserts" 
blessedness of the man who is chastened by,. 
Lord, with this qualification, as necessary to con’ 
statute it a blessing, that he is also instructed in 
divine truth. By this we understand that the 
influence of chastisement is not physical; that 
mere suffering has no inherent efficacy ; but tb*t 
the. afflictions of this life are, in the hand of God, 
instrumental in impressing divine truth upon the 
heart, awakening the attention to the consideration 
of his own character and situation, the promises 
of the gospel and the rewards of heaven. The 
child of God is assumed that all things work to­
gether for his good ; in this is plainly included the 
pledge, that chastisements, and affliction shall 
eventually prove a blessing ; and tide is verified 
by the experience of the whole Church.

he, won
covetousness will be my ruin, -, The boxes were 
getting nearer and nearer. The crisis was upon
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him. What should he do ? 
under hi» chin—all thecoi 
He bad b
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, _book and laid 
ing to himself as he did it, 
natur’ ! ”

Here is a key to the problem of covetousness. 
Old natur’ must go under. It will take great 
giving to put stingine»8 down. A few expérimente 
of putting in the whole pocket-book may, by-and- 
by, get the heart into the charity-box, and then 
the cure is reached. All honour to the deaf old 
gentleman. He did a magnificent thing for 
himself, and gave an example worth imitating, 
besides pointing a paragraph for the students of 
humannature. •

Were every dewdrog 
world, and every worl" 
no^aatief, the boundless 
soul.

' Men trust rather to their eyes than to their 
ears ; the effect of precepts is, therefore, slow and 
tedious, while that of examples is summary and 
effectual.j. Ji _U .
. Joy has swift wings, and but briefly tarries 
with us ’ere die resumes her flight, but sorrow, 
'tilth,,plumage black and Wearying, long delays

-if
As sins proceed they ever multiply; like figures 

in arithmetic, the last on the left stands for more 
than all that went before it.—Sir Thomas Browne.
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Ontamo.—The following was omitted in its 
proper place :—

Christmas JPastobal—My Dear Brethren—As 
the Festival of Christmas is approaching, I MiB 
my duty to call 
mle in force in our 
of the respective 
throughout the

incumbent of the Church in 
is.made.’* (Canonxxiii.) No

dpful have yet, acknowledged or unackribwlegedj the minds of many amongst ns pro 
themselves, momentsuf hungry soul-yearnings anticipations, of pleasure -

WHAT WE MAT DO.
No human being can be isolated and self- 

sttstamed. The strongest and bravest and most 
helj '
tothemselves, moments of hungry soul-yearnings 
for conpanionahip and sympathy. For the want 
of this, what‘wrecks of humanity lié strewn about 
us—youth wasted for -the mocking semblance of 
friendship ; adrift At the mercy of chance,'few the 
grasp-ofa true firm hand, and a kindly,- "loving 
heart, to counsel. It is affecting to see how 
strong is this yearning, iso fatal to its possessor if 
not guided rightly, such a life-anchor if safely 
palced ! “Friendless!" What tragedy there may 
be hidden in that one little word ! None to labour 
leW : none to weap or smile with ; none to care 
whether we lose or win in life’s struggle I r A 
kind word or smile, coming to such à one unex­
pectedly at some such crisis of life, how often has 
it heen like the plank to the drowning : 
lacking wMch he must surely have 
These, surely, we may bestow as we pi 
less favoured than ourselves, whose a 
waiting for our sympathetic recognition.

WORKING FOR GOOD.
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It is onkinthe Word of God that We learn to 
consider affliction as a blessing. The utmost 
which the most refined philosophy can effect is to 
remove from our sorrows that wMch is imaginary, 
to divert the ottention from the cause of distress, 
and to produce a sullen and stoical resignation, 
more like despair than hope. The religion of the 
Gospel grapples with the evil itself, overcomes it, 
and transforms it into a blessing. It is by no 
means included in the promises made to true 
Christians that they shall be exempt from suffer­
ing. On the contrary, chastisement froms a 

part of that paternal discipline by which

subdued with the services and 
by the Advent season, will tèiôiOé 
Christian joy ; while others, basking, 
shine of Worldly prosperity and 
with luxury, will have in its rallééfc 
“A Merry Christmas.” 
your hearts are enlarged 
to rejoice wftltttfcoff wlo are dear ** you, 
you not remember those who are set 
you in the Lord—those who have, in 
stances, denied themselves of mnoh of this 
goods, that they might give themselves to 
work of the ministry? Permit me, 
earnestly exhort you, while yon hail1 
tian exaltation the birth of thé Savioi 
temperate rejoicing “keep the feast," 
forgetful of- “ those who bavé rule over* 
who have spoken unto you the word 
Remember that “If they have sown 
spiritual things, is it a great matter 
your worldly things ?" and the 
professing Christians stands on 
that is taught in the Word 
him that teaeheth in all good 
are, doubtless, many persons 
have it in their power to contribute to 
tory on Christmas Day as much as 
wish. To such I would suggest that 
ing in money might be supplemented 
tory in kind of what will be 
meeting the necessities of a 
ing the matter to 
believe me, your

* J. T.
Ottawa, Advent, 1879.


