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FINAL PERSEVERANCE.
There is a most intimate connexion be-

tween the privileges of a true Christian here

and his safety and blessedness hereafter.
The unpardoued have uo title to heaven.
They are under the righteous displeasure of
God, and are therefore “children of wrath.”
Being dostitute of holivess, they are also
unfit for the society, the service, aud the
enjoyments of that better country. Hence
they do not desire it, and they know nothing
of its purifying hope.. * They mind earthly
things.” But far different is the case of all
genuine believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.
They are all children of God by His adopt-
ing grace ; and ** if children, then heirs ;
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.”
Of the inheritance to which they are thus
“ begotten,” we are assured that it is * in-
corruptible, undefiled, that it fadeth not
away,” and is * reserved” for them ** who
are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation.” More than even this: the
believer in Christ is *“sealed with that Holy
Spirit of promise which is the earnest of his
inheritance until the redemption of the pur-
chased possession.” Such persons are pro-
perly said to have their ** conversation” or
rather * citizenship in heaven.”

It ig evident that much stress is laid both
by our Lord and His apostles upon this fact
They exhibit to the follower of Christ the
rest and the glory which await him ; they
assure him of the absolute certainty of those
things which though as yet unseen, God
hath prepared for them who love Him ; and
they declare, in the strongest terms, that it
is the solemn purpose, the unchangeable
determination of the Supreme Being, to
give this everlasting happiuess to His own
people, to those who believe in His Son, who
love God and keep His commandments.
That they intended believers to rejoice in
hope of the glory of God cannot be doubted.
¢ My sheep,” said Christ ** hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me, and
I give unto them eternal life, and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand. My Father which
gave them me is greater than all ; and no
man is able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand.” 1o a similar strain speaks
the great apostle of the Gentiles: * For 1
am persuaded that weither death nor life,
nor angels nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
How cheering must such announcements
have been to the disciples who in the days
of His flesh followed their Lord amidst so
much coutumely ! How animating to those
who, after His ascension, filled up that
which was behind of the suffering ot Christ
for His body’s sake, which was the church!

.Nor are they less encouraging to others in

each succeeding age who are taught by ex-
perience that ** through much tribulation”
they ** must enter the kingdom.” It is no
unimportant design that the people of the
Lord should ** abound in hope through the
power of the Holy Ghost.” The more live-
ly aund strong that their desires and "expec-
tatious of heaven are, the more diligently
may they be expected to labour to enter
into that rest. It their joy should ou this
account be great, so will also be their
strength to accomplish their Master’s will,
and their fortitude to endure the manifold
trials of this present life. In & word
‘*Every man that hath this hope in Him,
purifieth himself, even as He is pure.”

But we must meet another question here :
Does the language of the New Testament
assure any persou of his perseverance in
well doing to the end, or that, if at any
time he be a child of God, he must without
fail come to the inheritance of the saints in
light. Deriving their conclusions from such
passages as we just quoted, and looking at
them in an isolated condition, there are
some who would answer strongly in the
affirmative. Probably they the more readi-
ly adopt this view because it agrees s0 well
with the opinion that all who are redecmed
must be saved ; that in order to secure a
proper reward for the Saviour’s sutferings,
a certain portion of the human family is un-
conditioually chosen to eternal lite; and
that as the Omuiscient One knew certaiuly
from the beginning who should be glorified,
it was because He had certainly determined
that it should be so.

But we deeply feel that no theory should
be allowed to predispose us in this matter.
We should approach the lively oracles with
uubiassed judgment. They teach. It is
our part to learn. Nor must we confine
our attention to detached sentences of the
inspired volume. Lruth, though really one
is yet many sided ; and if we ignore this
fact we are sure to involve ourselves in the
belief of real contradictions. Scripture must
not only be allowed to explain, but to guard
scripture.

We find then that believers in Christ,
while in the possession of unparalleled privi-
leges, are nevertheless treated as moral
agents, in a state of probation. For their
instruction and guidance, and not less for
their warning, has the greater part of the
New Testament been written. They are
charged not to receive the grace of God in
vain. TLey are urgedto work out their
own salvation with fear and trembling,
though it is gratetully acknowledged that *1t
is God that worketh in them both to will
and to do of His good pleasure.” Regard-
ing them as competitors for eternal lite, cer-
tainly as on the way to the prize, but not
yet as absolutely sure of it, St. Paul says,
“ So run that ye may obtain;” and to add
force to this exhortation he speaks of him-
self, believer, saint, apostle as he was, in
this wise, ** I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection : lest that by any
means, when I have preached to others, 1
myselt should be a castaway.” On the
ground that some had forfeited the blessings
of divine grace which they once enjoyed,
that they were blind, aud could not see afar
off, and had forgotten that they were purg-
ed from their old sins, St. Peter, too, urged
those who still possessed the *‘precious faith
of the gospel, ** the rather” to ** give dili-
gence to make” their ** calling and election
sure.” KElsewhere he deprecates their be-
jug * led away with the error of the wick-
ed,” and ** falling” from their * own stead-
fastness”’ Nor must we forget that from
the mediatorial throne the Redeemer Him-
self expostulates with the early churches

for baving * fallen,” ¢ left” their * first |
love,” or become ** lukewarm,” and that |
while He threatens these who had thus
abused His mercy not only with chastise-
ment but also with utter excision from His !
people and utter exclusion from His pres-
ence, to ove of the most faithful of those
churches He addresses words at once of|
wholesome admonition and of true encour-
agement. * Be thou, faithful unte death, |
aud I will give thee a crown of life.” ‘

If, then, words have any meaning, we |
must regard the condition of a true Chris-
tian as oue of great Tespousibility, as well|
as one of great advantage, aund, unless lhe'!
sacred writings are desiguedly misleading, |
upou the fulfilment of a believer's obliga-
tions to God through Christ does the avert-
ing of the secoud death, and the enjoyment
of everlasting life depend. View their case
otherwise—regard them as iofallibly se-
cure of heaven from the outset of their
Christian pilgrimage, nay from the founda-
tion of the world, and that irrespective of
any condition on their own part—and you
charge the inspired penmen not only with
writing what is clearly deceptive, but with
spending their strength on the useless ser-
vice of attempting to save believers from
an unreal and incredible evil, and with seek-
iug to advance their spiritual improvement
by considerations as impertinent as they are
appalling.

And what can be said of the announce-
ment made in olden time, and still unrepeal-
ed? * When I shall say to the righteous
that he shall surely live; if be trust to his
own righteousness aud commit iniquity, all
his righteousness shall not be remembered ;
but for his iniquity that he hath committed,
he shall die for it.”  Still further, the evan-
gelist who has placed en record our Lord’s
saying about His sheep being securely kept
in His hand, and that ** they shall never
perish,” has also registered these forther
words of Christ, * If a man abide not in
me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered, and men gather them and cast
them into the fire and they are burned.”
These sentences cannot countradict each
other. Were it so, our confidence in the
authority of the scriptures would be entirely
overthrown. How may we harmonize
what seems discordant? Not by explaining
the being in Christ as simply s union Wwith
His church, or a profession of faith in His
pame—for He had said just before, ** Now
ye are clean through the word which I have
spoken unto you;” and he makes the bear-
ing of much lruit, ou the part of His real
disciples, to result not from any other mode
of being ** in” Him, but simply from con-
tinuing to * abide” in Him. But our
Saviour obviously taught that though no
creature could, by force or fraud, cause the
destruction of His meanest follower, yet
every true disciple was accountable for him-
self, and might forfeit by his own fault all
the advantages which by grace he enjoyed.
Let the believer then hope to the end, and
rejoice evermore, yet, above all, let him
walk humbly with his God.

C.S.

THANKSGIVING DAY,
(Tune—** Rest for the weary.")

There's a home for us preparing,

In another land than this,

Where the ransomed ones are sharing

Their Redeemer's love and bliss.
Never souls thero grow weary ;
Never life there is dreary ;
Home of love bright and cheery,
How we long for thee.

Farewells tread so close on greeting.

Ia this lite swittly fleeting,

Tremulous our hearts are beating,
Ounce thy rest to see.

For thine eartbhly mercies, Father.
Now we thank Thee, and adore,
For the bomes in which we gather;
For the hopes that reach before.
Reach beyond tle dim morrow,
On, above care and sorrow,
In the swéet light they borrow,
From Thy Rest above.
Rest and Home, with Christ forever,
Past the dark, chilly river.
And the Blessed wander never,
From that Home of love-

Father sanctify the greeting,
Ot long severed ones to-day,
May the loved in fond homes meeting,
Feel Thy ballowed smile and say,
Though our hands clasp in partiug, -
And bereaved hearts are smarting,
And the sad tear is :tarting,
Over life’s decay :
In the faith of love supernal,
In the hope ever vernal,
Ot the blessed life eternal.
Wait we heaven's day.
—N. Y. Obaerver,

PIILOSOPHY OF WORLDLY SUCCESS.

BY J. BALDWIN BROWN, B. A.

I deuy utterly that any man can win any sort
of worldly success in defiance of the laws and
counsels ot God. I say as absolutely to the
most blasphemous atheist as to the most pious
Christian, ** The Lord your God giveth you
power to get wealth.” Not a piece of gold bas
cowe to you but in obedience to his laws. Aad
I do not mean simply that this marvellous vital
power which lies at the root of all being, doing
and having, is God's free gift to us; is the
breath ot His inspiration, renewed each mo-
ment, aye in the very instant when the band
may be lifted to defy Him, or the voice to blas-
pheme his name. That surely is an awful
thought. The Being whom we defy giving us
the breath and the force to defy Him, arming
us with the weapons which we may use against
him with deadly malignity, flooding our path
the while with his sunlight, ani crowning us
with lovingkindness and tender mercy. Could
his eye or his hand flash out, as once on the pa-
lace wall, inthe act of blessing, while man is
in the act of cursiug, methinks be would shud-
der with horror, and cry out for mercy, and for
a new heart, a beart to love and to serve this
mercitul agd benignant Lord.

1 do not mean only then that God sustains

your soul in Lfe, and therefore gives you the

power to get wealth; T mean definitely that if
you waat money, want position, want influence,
want success of any sort, you can only have it
on the condition of absolute obedience to the
counsel and commandment of the Lord. You
may disobey Him in a thousand ways not con-
pected with the matter in hand, butin that you
must obey Him with prompt absolute submis-

| sion ; or the success is beyond your reach, you

are as powerless to win it as to unsphere a
star. Sit idle all day waiting for business, fold
your hands and cry out to heaven for prosper-
ity, and every fool can tell you that you may
sit there waiting for ever. Work, work, work
God demands of you; refise to render it and
your dream of fortune jremains a dream. The
world bas,no blessing for its idlers, because
God made the world, and laid this stern law
upon man from the first, * ‘In the sweat of thy
brow shalt thou}eat bread.” 1f you can maké
idling successful. if you can make poor, puny,
balf-bearted efforts the winners, then I grant you
youmay well say, ** Who is the Lord that we
should fear Him?" But you know perfectly
the conditions under which the prize which
you strive for must be won—stern, close, un-
compromising toil. If you are to be anything,
or to win anything, which you have set your
beart upon, you must work for it, you must
deny yourselt for it, you must suffer for it. Un-
der these conditions alone as a rule can it be
gained.

But the question still recurs—what profit
shall we have if we serve him? What good
will religion do to us in our pursuit of success ?

It seems, a worldly man may say, that the
godly man, if he works bard and faithfully gets
on; the ungodly man if he works hard and faith-
tully, gets on. Where is the difference ? 1f a
man hves for this world, and makes it his bome,
caring chiefly about its prizes, why should he
trouble himself about the Lord? why should be
make an effort to remember him? Is not the
Book of Ecclesiastics right? ** All things come
aliketo all : there is one event to the righteous
andto the wicked ; lo the good and to the clean,
and to the unclean ; to him that sacrificeth and
to him that sacrificeth mot ; as is the good so is
the sinner ; and he that sweareth as he that
feareth an oath.” (Eccles. ix. 2.) What dif-
ference is there between him that sacrificeth
and bim that sacrificeth not?

The difference is not in the amount ot suc-
cess which may be won. God does not grant a
full tide ot worldly prosperity to his servants,
and a hLalf tide only to the industrious men of
this world who pay no honor to His name. The
difference lies in quite another direction. It is
the difference between a serf and a treeman,
between sunlight and darkness, between glad-
ness and weariness, between a blessed man
and a cursed man, between a man above whom
beaven is shining and one beneath whom bell
is yawning, who knows that Lis life is going
down into the pit. Understand how itis. 1If
your whole being ¢ uld be fully satisfied with
the wealth which industry brings, then indus-
try would be the one thing which God had
the right to ask of you, as He asks it of the
ants and the bees, and no claim could be urged
upon you for anything beyond. But God has
a thousand points at which his plans and pur-
poses touch you ; that is, in which be bas so con-
stituted you that only in obeying His will can
you find rest and live. ,You may obey His
law of industry admirably and prosper in
wealth; but you may break the while His
laws of truth, purity, righteousness. charity.
and go a withered, shatiered cripple through
life, and remain a moaniag, hopeless cripple
through eternity. Just as God gives you pow-
er to get wealth by earnest, persevering toil,
He gives you power by the exercisc ot other
and yet higher faculties to get peace aud joy,
beavenly fellowship and heavenly hope. And
just as a man who refuses the law of labor, who
idles and dawdles through life, but half lives
knows none of lite's joys, wears none of life's
crowns, so the man who retuses the law ot spir-
itual labor—that effort, that self-denial, that
taith, that patience which wan was made”to
put forth and to exercise continually—is dead
while he liveth. The joys of the true man's
life be cannot taste; its crowns he cannot wear;
the boly fellowships of spiritual being be can-
not enter; God stamps bim reprobate, below
proot, worthless for all the higher work which a
man was made for; angels and living men cast
him ous trom their company ; ** the outer dark-
ness" is his bome; ** weeping and wailing and
gnashing of teeth” is his portion eternally.

Is there any life lived in the universe so
drearly, so deadly, as that ot the mere mil-
lionaire ? There are no such human apes, such
dried up mummies of men as are to be fonnd
in your great banking-houses and palaces of
commerce. The poorest beggar probably, bas
more real joy ot life than many an one whom
you could name, and ot whom the current de-
scription is, ** be is rolling in gold.” There is
a vast deal of godiike faculty there, ** fusting”
And puwer unused, faculty
beld back trom its God appointed sphere, soon
gets acrid and mordant, and wears and gnaws
withio. Thus God will bave it, for it is thus
that He keeps His hold on men and things.
aod compels some consideration of His coun-
sels and his ways. A flower made for the sun-
light and planted in the shade twists and
writhes with a restless longing for its congen-
ial atmospbere and conditions; it catches every
eye, and seems to proffer a mute petition for
pity and aid. So the soul stretches by native
instinct to truth, goodness and God. But sin
bas perverted and corrupted its instincts. An
evil will bolds them back from their true career ;
and then God grappling with this evil will that
be may master and rule it, ordains that they
shall become tormentors, and shall harry the
sopl that will not satisty their native longings,
but will rather take these courscrs of the sun
and yoke them to the basest and profitless
work. ** Wherefore spend ye your meney for
that which is not bread? and your labour for
that which satisfieth not 2 Hearken diligently
unio me, and eat ye that which is good, and let
your soul delight itself in fatness."— Misread
Passages.

in Lim unused.

A antive in China who bad just beea con-
verted, said to the missionary, ** I want every
person to know that I am converted all over.”
How mauny are thus converted—their souls,
bodics, purses, all 7 How many can say they
are converted all over?

PREACHING. I
No man caters on the work of pmeh‘ngf
without first considering that it is a sacred call- '
ing. It stands out before the mind with all the |
distinctiveness and grandeur of the work or-|
dained by God, inviting only such to accept its |
responsibilitics as can, in the fullest sense, |
renounce the world, with all its glitter of praise|
and gain. To such it promises a lite of toil |
and sacrifice, often with the frowns of men aad |
the malice of devils, and directs them to re- |
proack and hardship,looking only to the glory ‘
of the Master, and the recompense of reward.
It was undoubtedly the Jpurpose of Christ, in
inst ituting the Church, that the terms of this
ministry should not be inviting to men of world-
ly ambition. The wisdom of such an arrange-
men: commends itself to every spiritually mind-
ed person, and whea studied in the light of the
history of the Christisn centuries, it shows how
clear must have been the foresight which reject-
ed the wise and great of the world, and ‘com-
wmitted the ministry of reconciliation to the
poor and bumble.

Nor willany p-esume to make preaching
bis hite work without feeling deeply impressed
with the worth ot souls. The lack of this will
take the lite out of preaching,however eloquent
or learned it may be. He who would win souls
wust value them and feel for them. And this
should be the aim of all preaching. True, the
Church must be edified ; the faith must be de-
fended ; the skepticism of the times must be
met with the overpowering vindications of the
truth, and all men must be made to see the
beauty, and to feel the power fof the Gospel,
set forth in the grandness of its scope, and
the symmetry of its proportions ; but then this
is to be achieved in connection with the
primary aim of the preacher which is to lead
souls in penitence to the cross of Christ. He
who secures numerous converts, and establishes
them firmly in the Church andfsecures the in-
fluence of their testimony in boly living.
needs little else to place bLis ministry above
the eavilings of unbelief.

The preacher that loves souls, and labors
with singleness of purpose to jsecure their sal-
vation, will always love his work, and find his
highest pleasure in it. A disfatisfied preach
er is almost a contradiction in terms; a sour,
morose, fretful preacher especially jif his work
frets Lim, is a contradiction to the spirit of the
Gospel. He who groans under the burden of
the winistry, and eries out in view of the
greatness and solemnity of the work, ** Who
is sufficient for these things !" neither frets nor
chafes when called to work evenat disadvantage.
Whatever storms or trials cross his path, his
spirit rests in God, and be finds hsppiness in
the hardest duties when his work blesses his
fellow men. Here is one of the compensa-
tions in providential orderings. The work of
the preacher is in itself a joy. Every sermon
be delivers bears the message of love to his
own heart, and every cross he besrs brings
him the sweet cousciousness of closer tellow-
ship with |Christ. Wby then should be be
disquieted? :

The preacher whose soul is in his work, finds
an inviting field wherever his lot is cast. If in
the city on every side the multitudes rush on-
ward in the pursuit of pleasure or gain, aad
need his warnings. They that aitend the house
of worship, however gay or proud, stand be-
fore him as sinners needing mercy; and all
that fritter holy time in forbidden ways, ap-
pear oaly as wanderers to be sought aad urg-
ed to Christ. And if in the village or rural
places, be is confronted wherever he turns
wiih busy, thoughtless men and women, ne-
glecting their souls, and caring only for the
things of this life. What more can be want
whose life is consecrated to the ministry ? He
may not be careless about the comforts and
conveniences of life; nor should be be insen-
sible to the pleasures of society, or the condi-
tions of agreeable living; for all these, it en-
joyed are to be received with thanksgiving, and
to be made useful as belps in th: ministry.
But they are never to become considerations
of prime importance. They are not to enter
into the question of preaching or not preaching ;
nor should they have greas influence in deter-
mining the locality of ministerial labor. All
preachers are missionaries. They ** go” to call
sinners to repeatance, as did the Master. They
must not forget that word ** Go.” To all truly
sent it has great significance, but to the Metho-
dist it bas a peculiar charm. He reads it in his
commission when he starts,and hears it repeated
#ith emphasis every year, and whether in city
or country the urgency of his business bids
him ** go" to tbe people famishiug for the
bread of life.

Preaching is not a trade. It comes not un-
der the rules of business. We are sorry it
passes for one of the **professions.” It is
work—brain work heart work, life work It
takes cogaizance of all trades, all business, all
professions. It looks into all the relations of
men, and deals with all trath and all error.
There is nothing so private or so public as to
be out of its range. Preaching imtermeddles
with all knowledge; it bas to do with wisdom
and ignorance, with potentate and beggar. It
searches all thoughts and tests all motives. It
goes into the deepest chambers of the soul,and
touches the springs of thoughs and the tounda-
tions of lite. In the name of God it lays the
hand of authority upon the motives of men,and
interweaves itsell with the very texture of
character. Well might fan inspired man ex-
claim, ** Whe is sufficient for these things?
would that every preacher could teel with

Paul the burden of this ministry.— Western 4d-
vocate.

SPECIAL SERVICES AT BEDFORD,
ENGLAND.

Prove me now berewith saith the Lord of
Hosts,if 1 will not open you the windows of hea-
ven, and pour you out & blessing that tbere
shall not be room enough to receive it.— Mala-
chi, iii. 10.

Ix recalling the gracious work with which
the Lord bas favored us, it is impossible to
overlook the preparation for it which bad been
going ou in our churches for some time. We
bad long been favored with the three condi-
tions essential to revival—unity, a williogness
to work, and an carnest desire to see the pros-
perity of the Church. The congregations
were large and devout. A brotherly love

knit together the ministers, office-bearers, and
members. Petty rivalries, such as most effec-
taally destroy all gracious influences, were un-
kuown. Almost without exception, all were
ready as the beart of one man to seck the Lord |
and to serve Him. At once, to some degree,
a cause and a result of this was the work done;
and, more important, the spirit in which it was
done. The superintendents and teachers of the
Sunday school were not coutent with any formal
discharge ot their duties; the more devout of
the scholars were invited to remain for counsel
and prayer. Many classes were met during
the week {>r more pointed conversation. Anx-
ious teachers remembered their children one by
one, at the throne of grace: Only one proof |
ot their work was felt to be a satisfying evi }
dence of success. lncreasing numbers, sys-

tentive classes, these were good only as they |
ed up to this result, the conversion of the
children.

This healthy life had for some time shown
itself in steady additions to the Church, and
has given to this work of God one of its most
notable features—the number of young people
who have been savingly converted. Not less
impertant was the work done by the Home
Missionary and Sick Visiting Society. With |
the longer autumn evenings the cottage prayer |
meetings were recommended. More than N
dowen were held every week ; nearly two hun-
dred persons came together tor prayer and |
praise. Here, doubtless, many first received |
the conviction of sin, and maoy others had
hallowed memories awakened that, once stirred,
could not easily slumber again. The bun-
dreds of prayers that arose from these cottage
prayer-meetings were faithfully treasured up
by Him who loveth and answereth His peo-
ple.

Attending these efforts there came a decpen-
ing desire upon the church for a mighty work
ot God—a desire that wrestled with God in
prayer, and that at the meetings prompted con-
tinually the question, how shal we secure a
great revival ot religion ? This general intense
desire possessing all hearts was, perhaps, the
most assuring proof that God was stirring up
to take hold of Him, and that He was about to
do wonders in our midst. Men of business
were ready to give their time and their energy
and their presence ; to young and old the work
of the Lord seemed to be more than anything
else.

Led on by such teelings within and around
us on every hand sriangements were made for
special services. Happily there was no need
to try and work up a revival. We needed no
Jonah to come and rouse up the people to
fierce denunciations. The set time to favour
Zion was come. The Holy Spirit was con-
stantly at work, and we wan‘ed only to be rea-
dy at once to yield to his direction. We
sought to know something of that co-working
with God of which the apostles were conscious
in the old time when they wrote, ‘* It seemed
good to the Holy Ghost and to us.”

The following address was drawn up and
signed by the resident ministers, was distribu-
ted throughout the town chapels on Sunday
morning :—** Dear Friends, —As our brief mio-
istry in your midst draws rapidly toa close, we
feel more and more the value of the few
montbs that remain. Iofluenced by this feel-
ing we propose to hold a series of speeial ser-
vices in St. Paul's Chapel during the present
month. Our hope is that by this means the
Church may be quickened, the wanderers
brought back, and the careless aroused. But
we have need, now as ever, of your prayers
and efforts. Your prayers, that God, without
whose blessing there is no success, may pros-
per the work. Your efforts, that many by
your personal invitation may be brought to the
house of God. Pray tor us, and work with
us, ‘and the Lord will do wonders among
you.! *The heathen shall know that I am tle
Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be
sanctified in you before their eyes.—Esekiel
xxxiv. 28."

The subject annonnced for Sunday moruning
was Sanetity and Service. The sermon was
based upon Isaiah’s vision, in which the pro-
phet is made ready for service by the hallowing
touch of the live coal from off the altar. The
preacher urged upon the people the call of God
tor workers, whom shall I send? that the re-
sponse is hindered by our unholiness, that from
the one holy altar, and its one divice sacrifice
there comes to us the Spirit of fire. Touched
by Him we are made holy, and at once stand
torth with the cry, Here am I, send me. It
was throughout an appeal for a full consecra-
tion of self and service to the Lord. Andin
that full comsecration all kave fcit has been the
secret of those glorious results. Many called
the next day to volunteer their services for any
work, and begged for something te do.

But it was perbaps, on Tuesday evening
that the church seemed unitedly to consecrate
itself by complete surrender to God This ser-
vice will never be forgotten by those whose
joy 1t was to be present. After & sermon ad-
dressed chiefly to those who had wandered trom
the fold of the Lord Jesus, a prayer meeting
was held. The whole congregation remained.
The local preachers, leaders, and otbers accus-
tomed to lead the devotions of the congregation
responded to an invitation to support the minis-
ter by coming towards the commaunion rail.
After two bad engaged in prayer, a short ad-
dress was given, in which the members of the
church were exborted to seek boliness, and
others to come to Jesus. An invitation was
given to all publicly to contess their need and
desi. e and decision by coming to the commuaion
rail. Aboutja bundred, mostly members of the
Charch, at once came forward. The effect of
this upon the comgregation was indescribable.
The commaunion rail was soon filled, forms were
placed near, empty pews were filled—all knelt
ior the space of ten minutes in smlent prayer.
During thus silence, there came an overwhelm-
ing maoifestation of God's presence; the old-
est members could oot remember a like expe-
rience.
The minister who conducted the meeting
then sought to give expression to the one feel-
ing and desie and purpose of all in a short
prayer, after which all rose and sung—
Tis doe the great transaction’s done.

I am my Lord's and He is mine:
He dr« wme, and ] followed on,

Charm'd to confess the voice divine.

Now rest my long divided heart;
Fix'd on this blisstul centre rest:

Nor ever from thy Lord depart,
With him of every good possest.

High beaven, that beard the solemn vow,
That vow renewed shall daily bear,
Till in life's latest hour 1 bow,
And bless in death a bond so dear,

There were -till lett backsliders and others
who sought the Lord ; these were directed and
The meeting closed about ten
The

districts,

encouraged.

o'clock. All now were ready for work.
town was divided into twenty-two
Into each of these visitors went daily with small
bandbills announcing the subject tor the even-
ing and inviting the people. Almo:t without
exception the visits were well received, and

the invitation was responded to by some hun-

who bad long neglected every place ot worship
many others were reminded ot happier times
when it was well with them. The services
were conducted as ordinary preaching services
the addresses were briet, pointed, and urgent.
Then came the prayer-meeting. Each night
many knelt at the communion rail, and sought
forgiveness. Men, who had been absent from
all such services for years, came as penitents
to Jesus. The children ot our people in large
numbers, found the forgiveness of their sins.
Parents belonging to other churches brought
their children and had the joy of secing ihem
made happy through taith in Christ.
Incidents, touching and beautitul, might be
related, were they not of too personal a char-
acter. Mothers who bad wept and prayed for
years, now beholding their cpportunity pre-
vail. A backslider, going home bhappy agiin
in the Saviour's love, met at the door by his
daughter, and, throwing her arms about his
peck, she tells him that shetoo is saved. A
mother saying, ** Two years my name bas been
down upon the class-book, but to night it has
been written in the Lamb's book of lite ;" and
ber own salvation is followed at once by the
conversion of her husband and daughter.
Whole households brought to God, master
mistress, and servants—such are the scenes
over which we have bad to rejoice.

We have already
amongst the Sunday-scholars.

the work
Nowhere, per-

reterred to

baps, have the conversions been more numer-
ous than with these; certainly nowhere have
tbey been marked with such simplicity of trust
and such clearness of the great change.

During the week at St. Paul's Chapel, and
the week at St. Mary's, not less than two hun-
dred and fitty found peace—many were mem-
bers of other congregations. There has been
no excitement that has left us exposed to the
so much dreaded reaction. It has been rather
as dew on the mown grass that the Spiric Las
comb, than as the mightv rusbing wind. And
as of old, the devotions of the Church, its pray-
ers and faith, are seen in the sieady additions
to our numbers. Why should it not be now as
then, here and everywhere, that the Lord
should add daily such as shall be saved? —DBed-
ford Methodist Messenger.

. oo

FUNERAL OF BISHOP BAKER.

BY REV. J. B. ROBINSON,

Another Bishop bas gone fromus; the fourth
of this quadreunial. Bishop Baker has inberi-
ted eternal lite. His body rests in the ceme-
tery, near Concord, New [lampshire, the first
of our fallen Bishops whose dust consecrates
New England soil.

The excursion to Colorado and the West
prostrated that noble body, and tbus early
stricken be has quietly waited, in much suf-
fering, yet much cheertulness, the Master's
call.

Stricken with paralysis on one side several
days ago, be has been almost incapable of
communicating with friends. Yet ability
was left to sigoity the peace of God to the
last. Wednesddy, December 20th, the spirit
quietly departed, and the smile of spiritual
triumph over death was left printed on the
cold body. -

Saturday, December 23rd, the funeral took
place in the Metkodist Episcopal Church, in
Concord. There was present quite a large re-
presentation of ministers both from New Ham-
shire and Massachusetts.

The church edifice, so long his spiritual
home, was hung with crape and cedar, mingled
in groups like the mingliug ot sorrow and hope.
At 11, a. m., the proceuiun passed into the
church. The pall-bearers were brothers Wren,
Johnson, Merrill, Holdeu, Durgin and Lang-
man.” Two loving Marys “encompassed the
coffia with flowers arranged iuto a ring, to re-
present our spirit's eternity, and iuto a cross,
the Christian's emblem of a title to eternal life,
while the winter-green and myrtle of our bills
were made into testoous about the narrow home.
These little tendernesses pacified vision, so
that faith might rise above vision to the spirit
home.

The express from Boston, bearirg a dele-
gation delayed a balf bour. A portion of the
time the organ solemnly discussed a requiem.
The services were opened by an appropriate
chant—** Thy will be done.” Rev. O. H.
Jasper, [:residing elder of Dover district, read
selections from the Ritual and also the 90th
Psalm. The 1,089th bLymn wasread by Rev.
Maoson,

“ Weep not for a brother deceased.”

A most fervent prayer was offered by Dr.
Haven, editor of Zion's Herald. Rev. Kellogg,
presiding elder of Concord district, read a part
of the 15th chapter of 1st Corinthians.
Drew, pastor of Concord, announced the 1056th
hymao,

Rev.

“ Servant of God, well done.”

Several pertinent and short addresses were
now made:

1. Rev. Pr. Warien, President of the Bos-
ton Theclogical Seminary. He said the only
word it was fitting sbould be spoken, he could
soon speak—that ot sorrow. - He referred to
the comnection of the deceased with the The-
ological School when it was at Concord,
then the only one of the Church. In it the
Bishop was a prime mover, and guardian
spirit. It is enough to finish 8 well-rounded
life as a faitbtul minister. But he had also
the rare privilage of instructing others by ths
« But am I mistaken that his origination
of this oldest Theological Seminary of the

| R
yond every other work of bis lite ?  In the nawe

|ot oihers—ot the students, the taculty, the
trustees of the Seminary, 1 have offered this
| tender tribute.
Next, Rev. Mr. Upbam spoke. He was dele-
gated by the ministers of Boston, who had taken
| appropriate action, to speak in their behalt.
| Whea the speakear was at Middletown, Bishop
Baker, by invitation, preached a Baccalaureate
| sermon from the words, ** Quit you like men
| Be strong."
That powerful discourse bhad moved the speaa
er to duty and destiny of his life. Thouvgh
| promoted, the Bsbop was always a hunble
| preacher ot Jesus Christ. He was especially
| the friend of young men. No discouraged
}young man ever approached him without get-

|ing suitable advice and sympathy, How glo-

tematic teaching, caretul organisation, and at-| dreds of persons each evening. Many came | rious the record of the faithtul preacher of the

Gospel!

3. Rev. Smith, Chaplain of the State Prizou-
venerable with age, was jannounced wext. He
was acquaioted with the departed from his
childbood. The vision of little Osman of two
or three years of age, was then before him as
an eveat of yesterday. ke was blessed with a
good parentage. 1lis fatber, Dr. Baker,
a physician. and a man of much worth and in-
tegrity. Nor was the motto that ** great men
have good mothers™ an exception in this case.
| His mother was a woman of devoted integrity.
| His purents were converted in 1826, and
later, by the influeace of President Fisk, who
was familiar with the family, Osman went to
Middletown. DPresident Fisk later said his
progress was gratify ing, but somewhat retarded
by his great love for perishing souls. The
speaker spent more time with the Bishop than
with any other living being. In all that time,
no unwise or uncharitable expression ever tell
from his lips: no word but might be spoken
publicly. He was never depressed.  His lito
was eternal sunshine. At the last, even his
peace with Heaven was never interrupted. To
the question, Are you, and have you been rec-
onciled to the will ot God? he answered
*“Yes." .

4. Prof. Patten next spoke. e was a class-
mate of Bishop Baker, and, said he, *' my
proper place to-day is with that company ol
mourners. More than forty-four years agowe
Iotimacy grew into friendship, and
friendship ripened into the strongest aflection.
In 1828, at Wilbraham, we knelt side by side,
wept together, aod together felt conscious ol
pardon ; entered Middletown togetber, ate at
the same table ; together we received authority
to preach the Word of God; side by side we
rode to the school-bouse to preach his Word.
His winning mind and heart have drawn
around him thousands.”

As a student he was a model. Quiet in habit,
modest in demeanour, he never wounded the
teelings of any one, or excited their envy. They
said, ' He is so amiable and upright,” IHis
eye was fixed on a high standard ot Cbristian
attainment. His piety was of a very puretype.
Our Bishops have ever had the higbest type of
moral character. Emineatly (so was the de-
parted. This is strongerto us than wealth or
numbers. ** The eye that never beamed any
thing but good-will to men is closed. the voico
that flowed in such eloquent strains is hushed
—Bishop Baker is dead! O, mo! The spirit
that was inclosed in the clay has escaped snd
is this moment at the throne. Ile bas joined
Thomson, and§Clark and Kingsley, his sainted
colleagues.”

The services were concluded at the church
by the singing of & voluntary—** Rest, spirit,
rest.” After the large concourse saw the form
of |Bishop Baker in his triumpbant garb of
death, the procession departed for the cematry,
West. Adv.

Was

met.

* WHAT HAS IT DONE FOR YOU ?”

The other day Mr. Bradlaugh was lecturing
in a village in the north of England, and at the
close he challenged discussion. Who should
accept the challenge but an old, bent women,
in the most antiquated attire, who went up to
the lecturer and said, ** Sir, I bave a question
to put to you." **Well, my good woman,
whatis it?” ** Ten years ago,” she said, ** |
was left a widow, with eight small children ut-
terly unprovided for, and nothing to call my
own but this Bible. By its direction, and
looking to God for strength, I have been ena-
bled to feed myselt and family. I am now tot-
tering to the grave; but I am perfectly bappy,
because I look forxard to a life of immortality
with Jesus inbeaven. That's what my religion
bas done for me. What bas your way of
thinking done for you?” * Well my good
ladv,” rejoined the lecturer, ** I don’t want to
disturb your comfort; but—" **O! but that's
not the question,” interposed the woman;
** keep to the point, sir. What has your way
of thinkiog done for you?” Tle infidel eu-
deavored ‘o shirk the matter again. The feel-
ing of the meeting gave vent ia uproarious ap-
plause, and Mr. Bradlaugh bad to go away
discomfited by an old woman.

—

IT takes something to establish a newspaper.
The literary itemizer of the Walchman aud the
Reflector says:

*+ There are some charmingly innocent people
who believe, or pretend to, that thc publishing
of newspapers is neeessarily and always lucra-
tive. A little experience might teach thcm
vetter. The Christian Slandard, of Cincia-
nati, states that although its affairs are couduc-
| ted with the strictest economy;- and its subscri-
bers number 12,000, it has thus far cost $20,-
000 more than its income. Is says, also, that
the Advance, ot Chicago, with a still larger
subscription list, sunk about $75,000 in four
years, and had not become self-sustaining when
the late fire occurred ; that T%he Interior, in less
than two years, bas used up & capital of nearly
$50,000, and that the Standard, ot Chicago,
with 15,000 subscribers, was not self-sustaining.

We hope these statements by the Standard are
not true, but we fear that they are. It takes a
long time, a long purse and a long brain to es-
tablish a paper upon a paying basis.”

They are doubtless true. The Methodist
has cost unacknowledged thousands, probably

near a hundred of them, and is not yet out of
the woods. The Herald did not get out cf

debt from the time of its establishment u i

1850, The New York Christian Adcocate

only two of the General Couterence Advocs

are nying pow, and not one of them has pro
bably paid all it cost to_establish them, The
Christian Advanc: has died for want of financial
breath. Moral: ** It takes a long time, a long
purse, and a long brain to establish 4 paper oa
paying basis."—EZion's Herald.

Chburch, with all its influences, will endure be-




