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LIBERAL SUCCESS IN BELGIUM. | smong His works, they search : and they | individuality, with sulk and stubbornmnes
_— | are )

The Liberals have secured a major- | which are seen, ¥

ity of twelvein the Belgian Chamber
of Deputics. This majority is too
small to pcl'lnil of their carrying out
their avowed principles with a hig
hand. But it is, nevertheless, to b
regretted that they have secuved a
majority at all,  Their suc
another proof of their thorough
ganization,

CO8S
O
There can be no douhbt ‘
that the vast majority ot the Belginn

electorate 18 Cathohe,  yet a vold, |
: . |
aggressive and dis iplined minovity |
is enabled by its effective organiza- |
tion to override that majority and |

practically set its will at naught. |

The seceret societies also, by means of
filled treasuries, no small in-
But if

electors adopted some

exert
fluence over public opinion
the Catholic

plan of organization to bring the

mass of' the electors of settled relig

ous convictions to the polls, and |

relieve them from the dread of in- |
the

would hardly have a following in

timidation, so-called  Liberals

the Chambers large

{ derstood by the t}

| of this world on which we

| of other worlds, which we can see
| starry night.

persnaded that the things are good
it then again, they
are not to be pardoned.  For if they were
able to know <o much as to make a judg-
ment of the world, how did they not
more eas<ly find out the Lord thereof?
(Wisdom xui,, 1,9 St Paul likewise
speaking of the old pagans says For the
invisible things of I'I creation
of the world, are being un
at are made : His
ty: so that they
Because that, when they
knew God, they have not glorified Him as
God, or given thanks : but became vain in
their thoughts, and their foolish heart wa
darkened.  (Rom, i., 20, 21),

un from the
clearly

Seen

cternal power also
are ineecusable

INFIDELS ASK FOR PPROOFS
| of the existence of God. Behold them
from the bock of Wisdom and from St
Paul. None other than a Being self-ex

isting by his own force

1d necessary from
eternity could be the

cator

and director
e permitted
to live, and of the innumerable spheres of
stupendous magnitude thrown into space,
.’nui moving with incomprehensible force,
ordaer and exactnes

amongst the myriads
Could all this be the
of chance or of blind force in
in itself, shaking and evolution from eter
nity 7 Perfect order, symmetry and
}r-'ml) ould not be the effect of mere
chance, as chaos and confusion could no
be the ultimate effect of an all-wise
Take the formation of flawers

effect

matter inert

cans

with their

nongh to be | beauty, variety, odour and seasons, could

! A )
alled a party \ they be the affect, in their incipient state,
- of mere chance, or the trees, with their

In the Belgian Senate pr

and

rties are

very «\'(-Ill_\‘ divided

!lll?_“
times may be expected when test
Another

questions come to a vote,

dissolution may have to be

to—and if such a conrse be adopted

we hope to sce the Catholic clectors | guestions, but they re

enter the contest

ciplined body. Then victory must
be theirs.

MODERN INFIDELITY,

FASTORAL OF HIS GRACE THE ARCH-
BISHOP OF TORONTO.

Joan JoserH LyNcH, by the Grace of
God and authority of the Holy See, |
Archbishop of Toronto, Assistant at the

Pontifical Throne, &c., &c. | rest?
| hour our whole system would break up.

To the Beloved Clergy, Religious Comimunts
ties and Faithful of the Doicese, Grace and
Blessing in our Lord.

Some time ago we took occasion to warn
our youth against a most pernicious sect
f Atheists, or,
called, Free-thinkers, Their tenets aim at
the destruction of the moral and social in-
stinets of our noble nature, in setting
aside the idea of God our Creator. There
is little hope of the comversion of an
Apostate Catholic who had the inestim-
able advantage of receiving the light of
Faith and the most blessed Sacrament of
Christ.  The sin of denying the existence
of God, and the Redemption of mankind
by His Divine Son, is too enormous in
one enlightened by
Holy Spirit.  St. Paul says of them, “Fou
it is impossible for those who were once
illuminated, have tasted all the heavenly
gifts, and were made partakers of the Holy
(thost; have moreover tasted the good
word of God and the powers of the world
to come, and arc fallen away, to be re-
newed again to penance, crucifying again
to themselves the Son of God and making
Him a mockery.” (Heb. vi, 4,&c.) We
may say also with Christ our Lord that
“the last state of that man is worse than
the first.” (Matt. , 45.) Human pride
in this case, like the sin of the angels who
rebelled against God in Paradise, is en-
ormous, and the unfortunate apostates,
imitating these demons, are too proud to
repent or to ask p;mlon of God. Hence
their conversion is so difficult, nay, almost
impossible.

WE WRITE NOT FOR THEM,

but to warn others against the dangers of
reading infidel bouks, or attending
lectures, or keeping the company of apos-
tates and im’ul.L We say with 8t. John,
“ Whosoever revolteh, and ¢ ntinueth not
in the doctrine of Christ hith not God.
He that continueth in the doctrine, the
same hath both the Father and the Son.
If any man come to you and bring not
this doctrine, receive him not into the
house, nor say to him God speed you.”
(ii. John, i., 9, 10.) Modern infidelitv is
than the old paganism, and re-
(uires a greater amount of hellish pride,
since it has the audacity to raize itself up
against an infinitely good God, whom the
very barbarians acknowledge and rever-
ence in some way. No young Christian
ever came to that state of mental turpi-
tude of denying God without first having
been corrupted by bad literature or evil
companions, agents of the infernal spirits,
who perverted his once innocent and con-
filing heart.

Let us examine on what grounds the
alleged infidels deny the existence of God.
We call them alleged infidels, for we can-

not persuade ourselves that, at the bottom |

of their hearts, with their early instruc
tion, they sincerely disbelieve in God.  In

their pride and coneeit, the free-thinkers | this world, and all that is in it. They

{»l'l'(l‘ll(l to deny the existence of God,

secause mdeed they do not see Him with |
“No man can see | times foolishly exclaim, “I often dissected
a body, but Inever found the soul in it.”

their corporal eyes.
God and live.” “God is scen in the work
of His creation all avound us.  As we read
in the Book of wisdom,
vain, in whom there is not the knowledge
of God: and who hy these good things that
are seen, could not understand him that
is, neither by attending to the works have
acknowledged who was the workman: but
have imagined either the fire, or the wind,

the great water, or the sun and moou, to
be the gods that rule the world.

took them to be gods:

than they; for the first author of beanty

resorted 1 the bird.

a united and dis- |

as they are sometimes |

the grace of the |

sap and seeds in prope
And again, which
seed, having all the vssential properties of
a tree with seeds to produce other trees, or
the tree itself with its <eed 7 The egg and
The bird comes from an egg
and the egg from a bird,which was first?Phii-
| osophers are much embarrassed at
solution.

times and sea-
was first 7 the

sons !

e a
THERE MUST BE A FIRST CAUSE
| for everything, and an intelligent causc

| that can work from end to end, governing

| and sustaining all things and their move-
ments. Take the mechanism of our own
body. Supp that we had to govern

| and vegulate it in every particular—we

would forget to pump the bl through
{ the heart and to purify it, to direct the
| nervous and the digestive organs and eye
tight. In the growth and change of parts
and substances we supply the food, but
after that what or who regulates all the
If we were left to ourselves for one

People who say that all thiz is the effect of
chance suppose effects withont sufficient
causes,

THE WORLD
is the only one that satisfies the reasonable
being. 1t has stood tl
{ for hundreds of years, and all the appar-
| ently insurmountable diffic ulties }ch'\l'lll*'ll
| against it by old and modern pagans have
| been satisfactorily answered, for all rea-
sonable men.
God created all things in the beginning

f the world, in there mature state as re-
| lated in Genesis, On the third day of erea-
| tion He said, ** Let the earth bring forth
the green herb, and such as may seced, and
| the fruit tree yielding fruit after its kind,
which may have s in itself upon the
earth.,” (Gen. i, This is the simple
| and reasonable account of production.
Why do infidels, to set aside the idea of
God the creator, have recourse to the most
foolish and absurd hallucinations that in-
deed matter is from eternity, and that the
beautiful order of things that we see is
the effect of evolution?

IF MATTER BE ETERNAI

it had no heginning and will have no end.
Matter existed, exists, and since there is no
future in eternity as there is no beginning,
matter that we see at present is,according to
these Atheists, existing in the
which is absurd. This world, or time, is,
as it were, u little island or speck in the
ocean of infinite
had a beginning, it exists at present, it
changes, but that which is eternal does not
change.

Tell a printer’s boy that, on the prin

space or

in a bag for a long time, it will, by the

force of shaking, form itself into letters
of the alphabet, and he will ask you, how
long is 1t since you escaped from the
| lunatic asylum. It appeared to us an
imposition on common sense and a_most
] unreasonable loss of time, when we began

to study philosophy to refute theories of
| so-called philosophers.  Pyriho, for in-
stance, denies the existence of bodies, yet
when he received a blow he avoided a
second—and Descartes would have us
doubt of evervthing, except perhaps of
hunger, or pain, when he felt it himself.
The Holy Spirit tel:s us how te treat these
men. “Answer a fool according to his
folly, lest he imagine himself to be wise,”
(Prov. xxvi., H.)

These men pretend to deny the exis-

tence of God, and yet they assert that
matter possesses all divine attributes, and

alzo pretend that science is on thein side. |

on a

S

such |

he test of criticism |

future, |

cternity. It |

ciple of evolution, if he shakes leaden ore |
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loves Himself
was made for God
thema

How happy the life and death of a
Catholic wh

ithor of the belief in

materialism, has refuted over and

| over again by the fathers of the Chureh.

l The question is a grand one whenee do
I come! Whither do I go ¢ The christian

Demetrius, the o
heen

obeys the law

1

of God and of

{ charge by M

[ says we come from God, the self-existent, | His Holy  Churel Duving  life he s |

| and most noble creatnre of all things, and | brought up with the word of God, His |
we go to enjoy his glorions company for | mer iful promises and i hopes in the Mer
cternity. 'l’{u materialist will say—we it of His Divine Redecie He receive
come from a monkey and we are | (from timme to time) the sacraments of

| going . . nowhere.  Not only the fathers | Christ, which ¢lea his conscience fron ‘

| of the Church, but councils, bishops in | «in and strength mein ey to |

" the ln.r!wml nstructions, and learned men | the mountain of God.  Hy ides thi

| of the past ¢ have retuted these foolish | Holy Sacrifice of the Mass; the Communion |
hallucinations of very unwise men. We | of Saints, the interce n of the Most

| will he pardoned by all who love the truth Blessed Virgin and of all the saints of God. |

[ and do not fear to hear ity when » say | On th ntrary, what is the final prospeet

| that the H»Iin‘il-\v of Luther proclaimed an atheist,  Blessed indeed would b

f
from so-called Christian pulpits, that every | his lot if his hoped-for

7 hilat
annihitlation wenr

| man may interpret the B ble as he pleases, | to come npon him Alas, not 1
and his own judge, setting aside all anthor shall render an account to God for grac
| ity in religious matters, thrown away and faith rejected, for 1
‘ WAS THE GERM WHENCE AROS of rebellion against God, his maker and

nd infidelity
of Christian

and spread the free-thongd
| which now prey on the v

Judge. His lite has been a sad
and at the approach of death, h

mistake,
dreary

and

| Science, as far as itis known, and proved .

[ to be true. goes hand in hand \\‘illl}h-\n al. | 1ty, especially amongst followers of | ave his prospect Death to the Catholic)
| "5 2 ; . o | Luther.  Not long ago a Rev, Professor in | swect, 1t brings rest from his labow

| ed truth. The conglomeration of their ; e :

| absurdities they call science, and then | this city whom 1 need not name, but whose | the infidel it brings fearful misgiving

[ built on that ‘\v\»i-'m the most incon- | lecture appeared in the (lobe, and was not | too ¢ ften despair

| gruous schemes in_order to account for

( account for the soul of man in a most
silly  fashion.

It is to be presumed that these wise

“ Al men are | doctors did not dissect a living body with

{a soul in it. They often operated on
“‘li\’in',; bodies, and they did not se the
| pain they caused.

'\ But how account for animal life and its |

{ reproduction, the wonderful constructic

| of man’s body with its system of nerves,
or the swift air, or the circle of stars, or |

of cireulation, vision, hearing, &c., anc

how account for his noble intelligence and
With | memory, the most extraordinary of all
whose beauty, if the{ being delighted, |

et them know how | faculties
much the Lord of them is more beautiful | the

his inventive genius and other spiritua

shaking together of matter, o

globules, molecules and atoms !

made all those things: or if they admired | absurd.

and

their power
them,

understand by

cffects, let
that

creature, the creator of them may be seen,

them | ! t v
He that | from matter implics a material val],l al|li2)
made them is mightier than they. Forby | blind factor in mun’s actions, and quite

THE STORY OF HUMAN EVOLUTION

Let us try to imagine a_mother educat

the greatness of the beauty, and of the l incapable of any moral 1«\}vuu.~ilnlny

<0 as to be known thereby.

they, perhaps
xizous to find Him.

But yet as to
these they are less to be blamed. For
are seeking God, and de-
For being conversant | his own freed

ing her son in the principles of th

will have with him, when, persuaded o

Iufidel physicians some- |

Could all this be produced by | highest

How

Atheists, and let us see the difficulties she |

om and in the pride of his |

reproved by his church, holdly ass rted the In view
supremacy of human reaon over faith or | of infidel tea
word of God.  He is reported to have <aid | tion alveady pronow

of the dreaaful

ching, we rar
|

ovil

ew the prohibi
i<t any Cath

| “the pious rant—1I belicva it.though I can- | olics attending at infi meetin and
not understand it, o1 hongh it scems | hereby  proclaim the bitions of the
absurd—is supers " blasphemy.” Holy See against the infidel and
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