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Beyond doubt. ’
„ i if you apostatize, we Jwlll have 

compassion on you.’
h -1 will not apostatize ; you can 

not only cut off my head, but you can 
cut my body Into two or three pieces ; 
and each piece, If you question It, will 
reply that 4t Is Christian. ’ 

ii After this proud profession of 
faith, he was put to death.

“ It Is sometimes said that the time 
lor martyrs is over. This account 
proves the contrary and we ourselves 
may still cherish the hope of gather 
log the blessed palm. ”
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The Trained Nurse and Hospital Re

view, N. Y., recently published an ar
ticle slurring Catholic faith ln Lourdes. 
Other articles of like Import are 
being published from time to time ln 
various parts of the country. In view 
of these and similar misrepresenta
tions the International Catholic Truth 
Society takes pleasure ln placing be 
fore the readers of the Catholic Stand
ard and Times the following letter 
from one of Its members who recently 
visited Lourdes :

The profound peace of the little town 
of Lourdes presents a sharp contrast to 
the storm of discussion and contention 
which the mere mention of the place Is 
liable to call forth.

This serene atmosphere, so marked 
as to Impress even a casual visitor, Is 
largely due to the earnest faith and re 
Uglons fervor of the crowds who kneel 
In silent prayer about the grotto Rich 
and poor, noble and peasant, the cnl 
tured and the Ignorant are grouped 
together, each one oblivious of the 
other and Intent only on his own do- 
votlon.

The excited spirit of a “revival ' 
was utterly foreign to the pilgrims I 
saw at Lourdes. There were ten thou 
sand of them there during my twe 
weeks' stay, and at each visit to the 
shrine, I was struck anew by their 
calmness and recollection. The sick, 
of whom there were about twenty 
were brought every day ln little In 
valid carriages, which were placed 
near the grotto, and, Mr. Z >la to the 
contrary notwithstanding, l saw noth
ing ln the least repulsive or heartrend 
lug amongst them.

A SPECIMEN SLANDER
Apropos of Zola and Lourdes, thi 

following remarkable statement ap 
peered recently ln the Trained Narsi 
and Hospital Review :”

“ Thirty thousand patients are some 
times gathered together ln one week 
They are herded like cattle on th 
railroad at Lourdes. They lie mostl; 
on the hospital floor, and no medics 
treatment Is allowed them, for hav 
they not come to be cured by a mil 
sole? They are left unwashed, una 
tended and unoared for, save for th 
spasmodic voluntary service of *1 
sorts of untrained 1 hospitallers ’ a 
they are called, men and women of & 
trades and callings, who accompan 
the pilgrims as a penance for thel 
sins. Many Catholic Sisterhoods ai 
represented ln the traveling cortegi 
Few are trained and their mlnlstri 
lions to these, the worst cases thi 
Europe can show, are kind, but ama 
eurlah.”

In answer to this extract I would si 
first that there is ln Lourdes a finel; 
equipped modern hospital, where n 
only are the sick carefully nursed 1 
the experienced Sisters ln charge, b 
where expert physicians are in co 
slant attendance. A patient serious 
HI Is not even allowed to be taken 
the grotto without permission of t 
doctor attending him. By “ the hi 
pltallers ” I presume the writ 
means to allude to the “ brancardleri 
who are not In charge of the sick 
all except to wheel them to and fri 
the grotto. These “ brancardier 
are recruited from the gentlemen w 
come as pilgrims to Lourdes and w 
desire to perform some works of ch 
lty whilst there. Priests and nob 
men are frequently found In th 
ranks, where service Is, of cour 
purely voluntary.

WHEN LOURDES IS CROWDED
The only time ln the year wl 

there is a vast crowd at Lourdes is 
the occasion of the national pllgrl 
age which comes from Paris just bef 
the 15th of August, that being om 
the principal feasts of Oar La 
Fifty thousand people sometimes 
semble, but only a small proportloi 
these are sick persons A epei 
train for the infirm is provided 1 
members of a religious order acci 
pany them to act as nurses on the jt 
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