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preserve the independence of the
Churchin its own sphere. TaeChurch
being essentially Catholic by Christ's
ipstitution, it cannot be considered
foreign to any country, nor can its
head be regarded as a foreign poten
tate. The appointment of Cardinal
Vaughan to the House of Lords would
therefore be a courteous acknowledg
ment that the time has :ome when the
last remnant of the penal laws ageinst
Catholics should be removed, and Cath-
olics be freed from the disabilities
which still remain on the statute books,
notwithstanding that nominally the
penal laws were repealed mnearly
seventy years ago. The appointment
would also be in accord with the
ancient traditions of England itself.
A PRESBYTERIAN THUNDER-
BOLT.

It wae on the 23rd of July,1637, that
the most determined effort was made
by King Charles L. to introduce Epis
copalianism into Scotland, but the
Presbyterians of Edinburgh on their
side determined to make a desperate
resistance. The Church of St. Giles
was selected to be the field of battle,and
on the side of the Episcopalians were
ranged a number of Bishops and Arch-
bishops, Liords of the Privy Council,
judges and magistrates. The congre-
gation, too, mustered in extraordinary
strength numerically, for it was ex
pected that the battle between the two
factions would be violent and decisive.

The Presbyterians had attended a
meeting to prepare for the combat, and
were violently haranged by a number
of their favorite preachers,who excited
them to a high degree against the new
Episcopalian service, which it was
understood was to be read by the Dean
of Edinburgh.

The Dean, clad in surplice, com
menced to read the gervice book,
whereupon the bulk of the congrega
tion began the most discordant cries,
clapping their hands, stamping their
feet, blowing their noses with as much
noise as possible, and hissing and
screaming. The woman were the most
tumultuous, and the celebrated Jane
(ieddes,after tiring herself with shout-
ing abusive epithets,seizad a stool and
threw it at the Daan's head. A thower
of Bibles, Testaments and ’salm-books
followed, 1s one graphic describer of
the event says, *‘ by bagfuls.”

A young man who had the temerity
to answer ‘‘ Amen " to one of the
prayers, was struck on the face by a
woman near by, who exclaimed:
‘“ Would you dare, you false thief, to
say the Mass at my lug ?"  Sir Walter
Scott states that it was the famous
Jenny who thus expressed her feelings.
Others called the Bishop of Iilinburgh
¢ Crafty Fox,” *‘False anti-Christian
Wolf,” ** anti-Christ,” ‘‘ a Pope," etc.,
when he attempted ¢to restore order,
and acry was raised to ‘‘stone him.”

At Victoria Church, Toronto Junc
tion, there was a few months ago a
scene which recalled the Jenny Geddes
episode, though there was not the
same amount of violence in the dis-
turbance,

It is generally known to our
readers that the Presbyterians
of Canada recently introduced a
new hymnal into the public
worship, to which some of the denom-
ination object on account of, an inno-
vation by the addition of the word
*‘Amen” to the hymns. The objectors
regard this as an approach towards
Anglicanism or Episcopalianism, and
for this reason one gentleman of the
congregation, Mr. Thomas Grainger
Wilson, to use his own words, ‘‘ prac-
tically left the congregation,” until, as
he asserts, the Rav. Mr. Rie, the
clergyman 1n charge, assured him that
the innovation would not be introduced
into the Church service.

On this assurance Mr. Wilson re
turned to the Church, when to his as-
tonishment Mr. Rae directed the choir
to sing the ‘‘ Amen " as laid down in
the new hymn-book.

Toere is certainly nothing very ob-
jectionable in the singing of ‘* Amen”
at the end of a prayer, and church
hymns ars a form of prayer, neverthe-
less the tradition seems to have been
handed down since the days of Jane
Geddes, who is honored as a religious

heroine, threw the stool at the Dean’s
head, that the use of the Amen in this
connection has an Episcopal or even a
‘ Romish " flavor, and old-fashioned
Presbyterians are resolutely opposed
toit. Mr. Wilson protested in these
terms: ‘‘Mr. Rae, I enter my protest
on behalf of myself and other members
of the congregation against the Epis-
copal innovation, as it is not in ac-
cordance with the old and honored
form of our Presbyterian worship.”
The most amazing part of the occur-
ence followed. It does mnot appear
that Mr. Wilson was guilty of any
further offence than what we have de-
scribed, yet at the session meeting of
Ozt. 22, which he was cited to attend,

a unanimous vote was passed suspend-

ing him from membership in the

Church, on the charge of interrupting
public worship, and refusing to attend

the Session meeting to which he was

cited for trial,
I a cireular issued by Mr, Wilson, it

igstated that the appendix ‘‘Amen’ has

not been sanctioned by the Church,
But whether this be the case or not, it
appears that Mr. Wilson's protest is a
very trivial cause for his suspension,
as be did no more than adhere to the
traditions of his Church, and he now
merely protests against the unauthor-
ized introduction of new forms

The Toronto World, commenting on
the case, said & few weeks ago :

““1f the Ihman Catholic Bishop of

Kingston had read a member out of

his Church for defending the form of
worship of his youth, the ’rotestants
of Oatario would have been loud in de-
nanciation of his un Christian act.”

INGERSOLL.

The rhetorical agnostic who lately asked
what the Church had ever done for the world,

and then, as an answer, enumnerated some of
the horrible crimes and pernicious errors of
historical personages, revived a senseless

objection once common enough, but now re

legated to the limbo of theologic ghosts. It
has taken the Protestant world almost four
hundred years to understand that the failings
of fallible men in no way involve the infallible

Church of Christ. The answer to all Mr,

Ingersoll's rodomontade is the simple state-
ment that the Church inculcates neither
cruelty, ignorance nor immorality ; and the
famous parsonagzes whose conduct shocks the
virtnous advocate of free love and suicide
acted not in obedience but in disobedience to

Catholie teaching. The moral of Mr, Inger

soll’s historical citations seems to be that
just as soon as everybody obeys the Church
there will bs no more bad people. In that
ca=e the Colonel will be obliged ‘o become a
good Christian or to follow his own counsel

and commit suicide,
“"Nym Criukle,” speaking of Ingersoll
4 '

says : ** His lectures do not ditfer in spirit or
purpose, They be'ray the same animus,
they obtrude the same ungenerous spite
against the Church ; they use an emiuent
1 for a text, only to make God the targret ;
and they dis [\14) in varying degrees that
sregard of the rrulh

ma

pervarsion of facts and
which rises to mendacity on one side and
audacity on the other.” —Ave Maria.
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JUDGE MACMAHON ON LIBEL.

A Lucid Address Recently toa Toronto

Jury.
DEFINITION OF PERMIS
AND STATEMENTS REGARDING PERSONS IN

OFFICE—RIGHTS OF CITIZENS TO COMMENT,

Ottawa Ivening Journal, Dec. 27,

The Canada Law Jourual for this month

Sy

“Oune of the ablest and most lucid charges
made to a jury on the subject of libel and the
question of qualified privilege was that recen
delivere by
Mahon at the last Toronto assizes in an import-
ant libel action

I'he Journal gives part of Judge M \'-\L\hon‘s

charge which had the most general bea
though the char
men who had sig 1 a petition, the inciple
apply to all public comment. His Lordship
sand
This action is, as you are aware, g
of the jury, brought by the plaint
1||<-~~ defendants, charging them with having
efamed his characier, Every man is entitled
ru have his reputation pre ved inviolate and
free from imputation. His character is his
property, and as was -u(l Lo you by counsel
y. it is in y cases the only pro-
he only posse ssion that a man has, and
ititled to have that free from assault by
the lineller, just as much as he is entitled to
have any other prop ety free from the depreda-
tions of anyone who may choose to assail it,
And a mansc weter is often of mora moment
to him, more valuable to him, than the posses
sion of property. If a man loses his estate,
with honesty, energy and attention he may,
perhaps, recover his status in a v short
time; if a man loses his character, itis some-
times very difficult to rehabilitate it. When
something goes out and blasts his reputation,
it may be very ditficult for him to recover his
ion even after years of continued resi-
cein the same ality, I am addressing
+ observations to you, gentlemen of the
for the purpose of pointing out theim
»of the trial in which these part
and the importance both to the
tiff and to these defendants of your verdict.
Now, anything that is written which imputes
to a man that ke is dishonest or guilty of dis-
honest practices, or which asserts that he is
wecused or suspected of being guilty of any
misconduct of that charac . 13 libellous, 1
propose to read to you the tition signed by
these defendants, and some of the passages in
this petition Ishall have to refer to hereafter,
‘\nd deal with them separat ly
L was within the right of the detendants,
if the plaintiff (a public oflicial) were guilty of
misconduet, licved from informa-
tion rived that he guilty to petition the
proper author either for his removal or to
ask for an -nqni hat an end might bs put to
the abnsesas
that oflice
have an interest in every public office, and par-
ticul
administration of jnstice, and b
have a right to see that the oflic
honestly administer
complain if the office bz not efliciently admin
istered.
A PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION,

tlemen

'y not only
is purely and

“Where a communication or a petition is

ented, under the cirenmst es I have in-
di , bon tide—a petition p qnted hone! w”)
and in good faith, it is suid to be a privileged
communication. Now, I will state to you just
what a privileged communication is, as
defined, and that is the best way
give it to you, and then 1 will ill
something which will make it pe

hope to every oné of you, It is said that a

privilege vd communieation 1s this: If the cir
cumstances are such asto make it right that

the defendant ~lmnl«l plainly state what he
honest |y believes to be the plaintift’s character,

the oceasion is said to be privileged, :uu} Ei
though the statement, may prove to be false,
yvet such publication on such privileged occ

sion is excused in the interests gof society’ at

large.

**As I said, 1T propose to ill
something that trequently ari
in towns and cities. A man has a
leaves his employment, and seeks employment

particularly

from another source. The party to whom he

applies for a situation on hearing, for instance,

that any one of yon had been the applicant’s

master, writes toenquire of you as to the man's
character. You reply that letter, honestly
stating what your op'
as to his character and

you know anything against the man, to com-
municate it to the person who asks your opin-
1on, and if yon make that communication bo
fide and honestly, it is a privileged communica-

tion, although you may be mistaken in some ot
the statements you have made, [If that were
not 80, no one ¢ ‘ould communicate his opinion

in regard to a man who had been in his em-
ployment, and sociat
unprotected if that
munication were ne
says, in the interests of society
vion thus made is privileged, e
may eventually turn out that someof the state-
ments made in il were false,

“But it is a tetally difl
advantage of the communication \llurm-rl by

s and character of com

an enquiry that was being made, you, in
answer to that letter, make a statement which
was false, or which you did not believe to be
true; because a man who makes a statement
that he does not believe to be true is as guilty
as the man who 1nakes a statement, and who
knows it to be a deliberate and unqualified
falschood. So that if a man thus takes
0 of the occasion  for  the

advant
purpose of injuring the person in re
spect of whom the enquiry is made, the privil-

ege is gone, berause in making the statement

in that way, there is the strongest evidence o

malice, and where malice exists, the privilege

is altogetherlost,

NO PERSONAL GRIEVANCE D ARY.

“Something was said during the course of

the anddresses to you about the interest that
those parties had in petitioning, and 1 may say
' to you that it is not necessary that any person

signing ‘In- petition should have been personal-
p |7 is Mm Hml all
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TSITUATIONS VACANT.

If You Are Energetic and Srong,

If you are above foolish prejudice against can-
vagsing for a good book. write and get my pro-
position. The information will cost nothing.
I have put hundreds of men in the way of
making money ; some of whom are now rich.
I ean do good things for you, if you are hon-
orable and will work hard
T. S. LINSCOTT, Toronto.

SITUATION WANTED.

S8 HOUSE-KEEPER BY A COMPETENT
and rellable woman. Will go to the coun-

try. Address A, B.," CATHOLIC RECORD
Office, London, Ont. 1008-1
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Defective vision, impaired hearing, nasal
tatarrh and troublesome throats, Eyes tested,
U]anes adjusted. Hours: 12104,

| LOVE & DICNAN, BARRISTERS, ETC., 418

Talbot sirest }'._o_rnggr_x-. ?ﬂ'.\.i‘?&.!! losgy




