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I'h¢ lcontract made by the Toronto !\'41;'1'..'.\ Compan)
to’ buy Niagara power. understood to be at \';: per
horse-powes per annfim, 15 one of the principal meine
ments and justifications of the ,"<;‘J~,"1,r"w'1 of last spring
\s :l\nx'n\l. the: shareholders in the Foronto. Railwan

Company who have no interest in thie Electrical De

velopment Company, of - Outario and its subsidiarics,
that contract is )n','»:lj(u:'\ believed to be extortionate
A\l the terms of the contract have no®heen disclosed,
When the Eleggrical Development Company was scek
g icapital in England last winter, it referred to the
contract ; gave 1its L"\',u‘\".(«\i effect, as far as the earn-
ngs of the Electrical Company were cameernied, bug
did mot state the amount of horse power contracted for,

nor indicate that any protection had been taken by the
Torgnto Kadway Company against

nateriallyv re

H\\\\\“\‘ 1y O

rates being 1 duce¢l to other consumers by

competition. Jt is incredible that the Toront o Railway
Cimipany can fsave bownd itself to pay $33 for the re-
conglition

maiging life of its franchise without any

contingeng upon ‘what may be called the market price
Or Niagara electrioity, when the market for n has
bgeni in existence g few vears Thege .was alwavs the
that the des :
woullt hustie the Government

'-,r..{,rj;uur\ legisSlation,

;nu\q‘!nli!'\ otees of -vnnvc:]n.z‘ own 11('.’~):¥j'

mto some kmd ot ex-

No ;nn_: as the Electrical Dey (':'n»] ment CLompany
and the Toronto R;M\\:t) Lompany sav nothing about
the present situation, it will not be {udge

popular understai

(m\\g’.(( g

surely of the extent to which the

mg Di the: contracts ' entered into 1s well i‘-"n“ul
Thorough knowledge of the contract is esseatial to the
full inderstanding of the /Toronto situation Dis

closire of its terms apparently could not hurt anybods
T'he other factor in thé case is more elusive than
the Toronto Railway contract. You can 'reckon with
tolerable exactitude upon the constancy and efficiency
of a commercial carporation | but vou cannot 3\‘;«(;‘.
confidently the course of a congeries of municipalities,
who h}l\(‘ little in coms non (\(‘\(;nt desire to get a
great amount of ;benificence at a very small expendi

ture. The proposition of a civic combine to handlc
clecthicity is bevond. the depth of the average town
coungillor. Effective amalgamations can only com
about through the force of some all-compelling mind

\“'(‘.‘;‘”Ylll'n”)_‘\' ”HH(}\ are not wont to exercise their
‘ability in such an orgaunization as that which has born
at Galt a few days ago
H('r(‘ ]‘I(" the . dany ger  of . the municipal
clectricity situation and possihl \ the safet \ of the com
panies 1%y ith

\'v,} to the (;alt conféeres

“You have not z'm»‘. the fact that the cost of power
depenids on all the cities megtioned in the Teport e

fathered
}“HIH’(‘I’ Hpon the l,‘!t!x‘k\:('.h] of commercial administra-

tion than upon anv trausient co (dftion ~\ﬁ‘:\(\‘;“}\\: 1ol

scheme by the Government is more likelv to

!)lY'tvllL‘)) a contract between an electrical deve opment
company and a railw ayv company

The Hydro-E ((\(Y'\ COIMISSIon., (\ ceriam l'
lowarres IV:'Y' emergencies’: but, acc r-.v‘r":n-\' t ts chici
executive officer; it counted upon the ximum. of ¢
aperglion between (he municinalitis Sand wpon the
t‘lli(,’\ 1‘1*]'7:u‘<'r‘x"‘ of steam ' plants hy « lectrical motors
in al} kinds of factories. in all kints of mumic ipalities
90 @ry there (8 gosign/that the municinalites ¢ neerna
can produce the '14\*,’7' kind of leadership ‘that is
"lllr"l]_ ]?'1'\ seem to He a mass of incertituwde hoping
for ""\\(‘(V. bt not POWH rint to b MNNe N '

The whole problem s still i 1 tate f Hu x
Happv is he ‘who does nof stake his répitation upon

cither solution of it
L A A _J

BRITIYSH COLUMBIA HINDOOS.,

'HY("'(' are 1w~~\|)»"' 1es of an- ec MOME ©rs

Griushi Columbia in. the advent of the
Hindod' to that Province. He is already workine

b i .
upscotintry mills, and for September. a consider:
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Dr. [I‘(\ k\l\\\ﬂ
, g as a sort of philant )”"'Pl(‘
emigration agent jor his fellow countrymen,. and an.
nounces that he is negotiating with parties iy h\\ﬂm
with a view to drawing the attentron of that \wmnry
y‘. the “grand opportunities which await t]u sober and
idustrious Hmdoo i Gritish Calumbia,”
This

able influx of him is ('I'l/('/l(‘hi("[ fl\

who has come to \'ancouver

inlooked-for development of Jm(: rialism {8
one of W!A. fruits of the
Chinamen.  Discerning

arc \\"IIVI(I”I'\’

.\fu ) 1»:‘” tax on mmmi gra: )(
ll"']i&' on Ih( }(ltlht (‘na\t
whether .Iv«n fellow \““5‘\(‘ of the
British Crown will presentlsy trouble-
some than the were, and whether it would
¢ not have been better to enduce the evil ((\\'5 wad, than
tc risk another difficult to deal,
with. They are alraid that it will be impossible to
legislate against the fncursion of the turbaned shb-
jects-of the King unmindful of
the vigorous example of Australia. and of the recent

action at Ottawa against the admission of unde sirables

from the

become more

Chinese

which may be more

as to which rln\ are

Mother ( uunrr\ -

Anyway. here are the beginnings of 4 situation
which seems bound to increase in interest and difi-
culty as the months go by, The Chinese headtax prag.

tically stopped the immigration of coolie labor. This

was comiorting to the white toiler of the West. but
mereased the tnconvenience of those who are o -
(,'( ”lt’ I.'IN'IY
lﬂnn.kt pertormance of household and other duties.
\any longsuftering people who used 1o get excolient

Chinamen for $zo0

fortunate as to others for the smooth and

i or $25 a month, cannot obtain (((Ui[
assistance now for less than $35: and they are ia
weekly dread of an increast in the cost of service.
There has been a similar rise in the cost of Chinese
labor an farms, on ranches, and in mills,
those who are in unusially agreeable circumstances,.
can afford the luxu ry of celestial dassistance, H\\\
are the section of the in placink
0 ‘handicap on the
against -the more

until only

people who believe

Chinaman in his
exacting white,

But the demand of labor for restriction is clamansz.

it has,a national e '}I(\ of its own on the Pacific Coast,

and if the Hindoo increases as N\\\(((\ as the Chinas

nman 'l)').

competition

a demand will be raised 'for his exclusi n, re-
pardless of his interests in the diadem of the King.
The Premicr of Saskatchiewan is'in favor of Asiatic
nnnnwy ation to work for the upbuilding of the
praie coumry) He
work as the (
ply and
\‘H}Il”i'('. }}( 1S . on ]l( rll“H\ “‘fUlHH] for a )ul]lh\!ln
O course, the situation is not likely 1o ‘be acute

for some time to come. It is as well to be I'(';l/i\ for it

rul,frl
» 7 thinks the coolie will do such
anadian gladty K".\\ es afone ; ant the sup-

demand will strike a vorking mone N -making

when it does come, and to recognize ;-rlnmr)]\ that 1t
= @ question which British Columbia and other pro-
vinces chiefly concerned, will se ttle for themselves,
]\\u 1|ruul(nt\ will be more or less illun ninating

when the situation Y\)M\\ for treatment—the pre-

cedents of Natal and

\ustralia, More than a gener-
II'lHlH Ago, \\l\\ n the ¢ ultivation of sy gar, tea, and piméx
apples was (\”‘m n \ atal, Indian coolies were im-
jrorted because of thei superiority aver the blacks;
and of the ;nil'\\h‘:ﬂ Hm‘nfn\ of the white man to wotl

1 11 . { £ " 2
MCAAUY under 3 Jsemi-tropreal sun They were n-

ntured for a term of vears, with ((?\"-7(((1&('("'AH'“HK
that '!W \ \\,\n}.! b '!")" '-7'Yt'r} to the ]»1;1“{~ from whence
(\(“ CANTK H‘t‘} }.1‘.1“)‘1"\.(‘1§ their ¢ 'Mr.;u'x\, but I}\c_\'
weremnot returned to Asia,  To-day there are probably
65,000 Indians in the colony of \';‘.r;nl.

(e presence 1s a problem of increasing diffi-
culty for the Government, Mast people in that coun
try wish thev had never coOme The Indians have al-
MOSt monopolized the garden industry. You buy fruit

from them as vou trave( by tram

+! P = 1"
e larger :!’I"r smalier towns

They keep store in
/”'\ live on little, and,
M competition with whites for the trade of the black
ropulation, ((I(\ <'\‘\\‘-\“\ \\H\ ‘x]nl‘\ (Ly\\” on: ;\”y‘n“

f their low st: nul.r:l of living. Thev have overflowed
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