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arrived, amounting to about

tirely on merchants’account, of which a considerable quantity 
will, no doubt, go direct into consumption. ,
now ample, and values rule high. The arrivals of pine deals 
show a reduction as compared with the two previous yea.rs. 
and there Has been a fair consumption; but the demand is 
inactive, and stocks are still large. Red pine deals are dull 
of sale. Of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia spruce and pine 
deals—The arrivals at the Mersey during the past month 
have been 19,370 stds. against 16,800 stds. during
the corresponding month in 1904. The deliveries have been 
rather disappointing and stocks are increasing, though still 
about 5.500 stds. less than the same time last year, 
values have declined. There is no improvement in the de­
mand for pine deals, and the stock is ample. Of birch logs 
the arrivals have been moderate, chieily from Quebec; there 
has been a fair.consumption, and the stock is not large, , 
values are steady. Planks have also been imported moder­
ately, and have gone freely into consumption, but the stock 
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THE LUI#ER TRADE.

iVhile no special fjgttire presents itself at the 
moment in the Ontario libber trade, it may safely be 
said that conditions in fitindustry are sound. \ alues 
are on a high hlsis, but t|s has been a steady growth 
based on demand and «Ale cost of labor and supplies.
High they, mav be, but fat does not mean that they 
are abnormal, consider*!# all the circumstances. A
kroner aid to the continence of steady prices is the The twenty-ninth annual meeting of the Victoria, B.I.,
trood^onc of the tradeJInnected with building. In Board of Trade took place, with a large and represenUtive 
good tone of the tra ew mcn have been attendance, on the 14th inst., President S. I Puts m the
Ontario at any rate, trDU|ies w hair The lattcr gcntleman, in his annual report spoke
few, while the demand|fp|houses has been large, with m f h manncr in which the city and Vancouver
the result that the Silages of lumber needed have had progressed during the past year. The fact that
been great. This stat*; <j| things indeed may be said ^ C p R had bec0me interested in the island meant a good 
to have existed ever sitter the spring, and while it dea, and bc hoped another transcontinental railway would
applies more particulirl# to the Toronto market is be induced to do the same.. An era of great prosperity and
also particularly true of (Montreal as well. activity was in sight, he thought. He then briefly reviewed

In the Maritime provinces there is a pronounced the proceedings of the board during the past twelve months 
shortage of Iocs and thefshipping season is likely to One subject referred to was the Assessment Act, for the
close earlier than usuala result a stiffening of some purpose of enquiring into the workings of which the Pm-
Close earner man u * W V , „ vincial Government had appointed a commission. Briefly
degree is likely to be eXpÿienced in \alues before\e . board-s recommendations had been that taxation should

long. j >1 ■■ be made' on net worth, and that the present rate paid by
Generally speaking, Hie conditions in the British merchants was too high by at least one-half. It is interest- 

Columbia lumber maHcef have shown considerable jng to note that the Act had been amended largely in ac-
improvement of late, tiiqtfgh the demand from the wes- cordance with these suggestions. Another subject taken
tern nrairies is smaller th4i usual at the moment owing up by the board was the taxation of commercial travellers
to the farmers being If&ged in operations requiring by the Provincial Government, rather than by the munie,- 
to tne ia 8 Tf , tL,_n • ..... palities. In reference to this we understand that the tax has
immediate d.spatch. We the demand then is not, a vc difficuh one to colWt; it has certainly come in
particularly strong, ma||iave sufficient orders in hand for a considerable amount of opposition outside the 
to keep them fairly bt|s| and to prevent orders ac- Provinc<, 
cumulating.

A new selling organization has been formed in 
Vancouver, the main otkject of which is to provide

is now

* n »

VICTORIA BOARD OF TRADE.

■w

1 There is some talk, too, that the Dominion Government: 
will disallow the Act. The president’s statement on this live 
question was to the effect that while the tax had met with 

against the cutting of priges through over-competition. . great opposition from those affected outside the Province, 
This association, it is sfid, will market the product the legislation, in veiw of the peculiar position occupied by

production of which goes 'British Columbia, appeared thoroughly justified. The presi­
dent next gave some attention to wharf and shipping

of 31 out of 34 mills, t 
mainly to Manitoba and She new provinces.
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