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Old
Letters.

(By a Regular Contributor.)

During the past few weeks I have 
been devoting my column, to matters 
th^ttt are connected somewhat closely 
with Irish history. I am now oblig­
ed to Come back toi Canada and to 
reproduce the next letter that comes 
under my hand in this bundle. I do 
not claim that there is as much his­
tory connected with the next few do­
cuments as has been associated with 
those of the past issues; but there is 
a local coloring that may make 
them more familiar to the Canadian 
reader.

It was a very damp, cold evening, 
in November,. 1879; I was residing, 
as a boy, upon my father's farm. 
The weather h^d been miserable for 
some two weeks, and the roads were 
almost beyond description; in fact, I 
have rarely seen the streets of Mont­
real in such an abominable condi­
tion. The heavy rains that had fol­
lowed a brief period of early frost 
created a mud of the glue-quality 
that was at leatit six inches deep, on 
high ground, and as deep as the in­
dentations wheresoever such were to 
be found in the road1—and they were 
out of number. The night was still 
young, but it was terribly dark. We 
had no electric lights in those days, 
nor were there lights of any kind 
along that country road. The occa­
sional ribbon of brightness that the 
lamp or candle, in the window of a 
way-side cottage, flung across the 
highway only served to make the 
surrounding blackness still more 
black, and to dazzle the eyes of a 
horse sufficiently to blind him entire­
ly once the bright spot was passed. 
On that night, or evening— it was 
just seven o’clock, and we had com­
pleted our supper—a hurried knock 
was heard at the front door. We had 
no electric bells; it was an old-fash*- 
ioned brass knocker, in the form of 
ft lion’s head that hung upon the 
door, and the sounds of which rever­
berated from cellar to garret.

My father went to the door; there 
stood a boy, all covered with mud 
and soaked with rain. He had evi­
dently been rolling on the road or in 
ft ditch by the side of it. He handed 
my father a slip of paper, torn fro 
a diary-book of that year, and con­
taining a message of some kind. 
That slip is here before me; and us 
I look at. and perceive that in a very 
short while it will be a complete 
blank, I find that it brings bnck 
vividly the scenes of that evening. 
There was no date upon it; it was 
address to. no one in particular—un­
less the owner of the house was the 
particular individual for whom 
was intended. It runs thus:—
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troon who is ashamed of that which 
he fears to openly abandon.

We would have no one obtrude his 
faith on others, nor be ostentatious 
of his practice» of devotion. But all 
who bear the name of Catholic 
should love their faith so truly and 
know it so well as to be always pre­
pared to explain it, defend it,, and 
live for it, which last is in these 
days a far more practical proof of 
loyalty than the most heroic expres­
sions of willingness to die for it.
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gave a sudden bolt which almost 
jerked the driver from his scat, and 
the next thing that happened was 
the striking of the front wheel of the 
carriage against an up-turned tum­
bril cart that had foolishly been left 
on the road-side. The driver, and a 
boy who accompanied, performed 
some acrobatic feats in the mud, the 
darkness preventing the Premier from 
being able to enjoy, or appreciate the 
circus.

It was then, when it became evi­
dent that there was actually a wreck 
that, with the aid of a flickering 
light produced by matches, the Pre­
mier wrote the above-mentioned note 
and sent the boy to the house with 
it.

This is the whole story; not a very 
important, nor, may be, interesting 
one; but such ns it is I give it.

shall have eternal life.' "
"Ah! my friend, our Lord also 

said other things. Ho sabf tnat who­
ever would not listen ter the Church 
should be regarded as a heathen. He 
said there was to be but one flock 
and one shepherd, and He appointed 
St. Peter to. be the head of that 
flock." Then, speaking in a more 
gentle and insinuating voiçé, " My 
friend, there are not two ways o? 
serving our Lord—there is only- one 
way; and it is to serve Him, as He 
wishes to be served."

Thereupon the good Cure disap­
peared, leaving that man penetrated 
with a salutary uneasiness, the fore­
runner of divine grace, by which he 
was afterwards happily overcome.
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THE POOR DYSPEPTIC

Is the Most Miserable of Mortals 
—Only Similar Cufferers 

Can Understand His 
Hours of Agony.
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"Can you lend us a bug­
gy, ours is smashed; do bo 
and save the country as well 
as its unfortunate Premier.

JOHN A. MACDONALD.
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How clearly I can now recall each 
incident, each detail of what fol­
lowed. Lanterns were soon procur­
ed; the stableman and the farm­
hands, (two in number at that sea­
son), my father, and myself In the 
rear constituted ourselves into a 
"torch-light procession," and went 
forth to the rescue of the country 
and its Prime Minister. It so hap­
pened that my father ^iad been an 
old and intimate Triend of Sir John. 
The moment the latter perceived 
with whom he had to deal, lie sang 
out, from the seat of the broken Ve­
hicle, "I never expected to find you
-----heading a reception of this
class." They all seemed to enjoy the 
situation, or to make the best of it, 
The Premier was conducted in tri- 
umph to the house, and while the 
men were procuring a substitute for 
his b^dly disabled conveyance, ’we 
went through the mock formality of 
« triumphal return; speeches were 
made, an address (ex-tempore) pre­
sented, accepted and replied to; r<»- 
freshments followed, and the night 
was two hours older before the Pre­
mier was ready, or willing to de­
part.

He had gone in the early after­
noon to the town beyond our place, 
to visit an old friend who was said

There is no mortal more miserable 
thiofn the poor dyspeptic. He is 
never healthy, never happy— always 
ailing, always out of sorts. Every 
mouthful of food brings hours of 
distress—every moment of the day 
is spoiled and soured.

If you are a dyspeptic, you know 
the signs; the coated tongue, the 
dull headaches, the heartburn, the 
biliousness, the persistent torment 
after meals, the hopeless desponden­
cy. Any one of these signs points 
to indigestion. The one sure cure 
for indigestion is Dr. Williams’ Pink 
Pills. They make new blood—that’ 
the whole secret. Through the blood 
they will brace up your strength, 
waken your liver and set your stom­
ach right. If you ask your neigh­
bors you will find proof of this right 
at your own home. Mr. Charles 
Wood, Mars, Ont., one of the thou­
sands of dyspeptics cured by the use 
of these pills, says:—"For upwards 
of twelve years I was a great suffer­
er from indigestion and nervousness. 
Everything I ate tortured me, I doc­
tored almost continuously, and used 
almost everything recommended for 
this trouble, but never got more 
than temporary relief until I began 
the use, of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. 
Words cannot express the good these 
pills have done me. I am in better 
health than I have enjoyed in years 
before, and I have proved that Dr.
Vi 1 Vink Pills cure when other

Bad blood is u.ie mother of fifty 
diseases, and Dr. Williams' Pink 
Pills will cure them all, because they 
convert bad blood into good, rich, 
red blood, without which there can 
be neither health nor strength. Don’t 
be persuaded to try something else— 
take nothing but the genuine Dr 
Williams’ Pink Pills. Sold by all 
medicine dealers or sent post paid at 
50c a box. or six boxes for $2.50, 
by addressing the Dr. Williams* 
Medicine Co., Brockville. Ont.
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ONLY ONE WAY.

Th- Cvie of Ars had an Interview 
one day with a rich Protestant. The 
servant of God did not know that 
he had the misfortune to oolong to 
a sect, and spoke to him, as ne vas 
accustomed to do, of our Lord and 
the saints with the warmest effusion, 
^piing by putting a medal into his 
hand. The other said, on receiving 
it:—

"M. In Cure, you are giving a med­
al to r heretic—at least I am a he­
retic mb- from your point of view 
Notwbb it ending the difference c#our 
belief, X hope we shall both be one 
day in heaven."

The good Cure took his hand, and 
fixing on him his eyes, which ex­
pressed his lively faith and his burn­
ing chdnty, he said, in a tone of 
deep compassion and tenderness :

AlaSj my friend, We shall be united 
above on y Inasmuch as we have tie- 
gun to be So upon earth; death will 
Tnatqe bd change. Where the tree 
falls, there It lies,

Mj If Giro. I trust in Christ,
road was unsafe. At all events they j who SOk4 « IV who believeth In Me

those who have denied Him before 
men. There are many ways of deny­
ing Christ, short of the formal re­
jection of His Name and Law. -'Be­
lieve- what you will; we ask nothing 
of you but one little grain of in­
cense on the fire that burns upon the 
altar of the gods," said the old Ro­
man judges to the children of the 
early Church. But our ancestors in 
the faith were lion-hearted, and 
scorned to save land or. life even at 
the seemingly small sacrifice pro-

Alas, with far less urgent tempta­
tion, how many Christians of to-day 
burn incense to the idols of human 
respect, of worldly or heretical pre­
judice! They implicitly repudiate the 
faith by their cowardly concealment 
of it, or their misrepresentation of 
its precepts. They enshroud it in 
mystery, as if it were some shame 
ful thing, and not their only abiding 
glory. They are flattered, poor 
fools! when some acquaintances say,

I should never have taken you for 
Catholic." They would not abso­

lutely deny the faith, but they treat 
it as a useful and fashionable friend. 
Note their persistent evasion of reli 
gious topics, and their apologetic 
tone when matters of Catholic belief 
and practice are so brought before 
them in presence of non-Catholics 
that they cannot be evaded. They 
would smoothe, extenuate, explain a- 
way! as if there is anything in our 
creed or our obligations requiring 
apology; as if the Church’s ruling 
from its earliest day, will not bear 
the fullest light that can be turned 
upon it!

These are the people who, blush for 
the sign of the cross, and for whom 
Christ will blush in the Last Day, 
when that dread sign shall flash tri­
umphant from the heavens. These are 
the people who court alliances with 
non-Catholics, jeopardizing their eter­
nal interests for a certain social emi­
nence; by and by openly disregard­
ing them,—for the claims of family 
ana "society" must be considered!— 
while they assure disediiied friends or 

clamorous conscience that " they 
practice their religion in private."

But perhaps we are severe. Some 
of those mysterious Catholics may be 
the victims of an exaggerated pru­
dence. ITiey may not realize that 

the discipline of the secret" is for 
ages obsolete. Pagans there arc in 
plenty, but npt of the sort that had 
to be guardi d against in the days 
of the infant Church.

Here, especially, there is naught to 
be gained by mystery. What Cardi­
nal Manning says of his eompntri- 

in this connection, applies with 
still greater reason to the Ameri­
cana. He says: "There is an honesty 
in the people of this country. They 
like openness and they hate conceal­
ment of conviction. They trust 
those who will speak in the light of 
the noon-day." If there is anything 

religion which peculiarly com­
mends itself to the American mind, 
it is courage and earnestness. It is 
intolerant-—and justly so—of him who 
can give nd' reason for the faith that 
I» In him; but it despises the pol-
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The Plain Truth Tells
In roofing as in everything else, if 

your roof needs only a repair we 
will candidly tell you so, if a new 
roof is required we give a guaran­
tee for 10, 7 or 5 years, according 
to price. Our experts are at your 
disposal, without extra cost. Can 
we do anything for you?
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of the said City of Montreal and 
now of places unknown.
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Vs.

The said Louis Blanchet.
Defendant.

An action in separation as to pro­
perty has been instituted this day 
against the Defendant.
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THE DAILY WITNE 
Tfcere are times when, 
special influences, our 
-Daily Witness" gives 
Userai views: but the 
fairness, which it tok. 
build up, is invariably 
«ne little pebble that i 
In Its bag of bigoi
achievement is décidée 
credit to its columns. 
,leve that it will reo 
tion of one in fifty o 
There is in man ft kiw 
dislikes to insult the 
a sentiment akin to c 
in exceptional cases, p 
reflecting to give ung 
once to slurs upon the 
would not, during th< 
their victims, have di 
We can readily underst 
is rankling in the bre 
in the memory, of our 
the severe stroke whi 
et the hands of the 
Bishop Bourget, whei 
was forced to place 
that paper, in. the da) 
ness and anti-Catholi- 
have no doubt that, 
the "Witness” sufferet 
extent by the fact 
withdrew whatever 1 
had previously extend 
it forgets that the pi 
such that no Chris 
could possibly remain 
it to be passive unde: 
sentations of the Chi 
false statement# daily 
both in regard to 
taught and the discipl 
Rome.

Even were all these 
of more than half of 
to have been an excus 
ness" in its fiery art 
time, they can in no 
flections) of an ungerii 
truthful character wh 
the dead.

The paragraph to v 
and whid^ is a semi-e
Saturday's issue of t 
ness," reads thus:—
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"Montreal has 
self proud’ in rej 
Carnegie library 
‘Journal’ attempt 
the city’s humi 
rudeness. It say; 
is rich, and can 
drary herself if 
to, without aii 
eigners, but it .1: 
confessed that tl 
why she cannot 
brary is becausi 
ism rules. Instei 
ing a library she 
set up a monun 
man who curse 
who read in the 
brary of this da 
thus did that 
death. We are t 
favor of ornam 
city with educat: 
but the worst p 
ginning has been 
making a grant 
denominational 
A more bitterh 
personage could 
been chosen on i 
ders to throw 
first wreath."
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