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l questions of national, 
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that they are in- 
n humanly perfect, but 

•ueb^opin-
ione are examples, living and acting, 
illustrative of their theories. In a 
recent number of the New Jfork 

▲ " Evening Post,” M. Loubet, Presi- 
* dent of the French Republic, pub

lishes an article on the subject of 
•'•Young Men and the Republic.
Axioms are very useful, especially 
when pointed and clear; Mr. Loubet 
is axiomatic; but it requires cohsi- 
dcra/ble reflection on the part of an 
ordinary reader before seizing the 
exact purport of his axioms. We say 
this supposing that his translator 
lias not misrepresented him, for it 
was only a translation « that wf 
read.

The President lays down this gen
eral principle. "Just so much a; 
man genius stands above blind mat
ter, does man’s genius lie bemca’th 
justice and charity." Now wo don’t 

‘quite see the object of this peculiar 
statement, nor do we really under
stand it. We «'now that he means 
to tell us that justice and charity We will 
aro as superior to man's genius as graph 
that genius is superior to blind 
matter. If* he had said man's soul 
is as inferior to justice and charity, 
or love, (which are attributes of 
Corf) as it is superior to matter, 
there might bb some sense in it or 
it might, at least, have some appli
cation to the subject in hand. But 
(he soul and God are no.t to be mem 
tioned, much less calculated upon, 
when the President—a very good 
man, individually—addresses the pub
lic; is not a Waldeck-Rousseau Pre
mier. and does not an infidel coun
cil advise the President? No matter; 
all we have to say is that we are 
too dense to understand this bright 
sally of a great man.

present/ The distinguished profess- 
ors who have thus transformed their 
methods of instruction have taught 
#6 young how to apply to the actu
al questions of the day the know
ledge and mental power they acquire 
in study.

Ho then dwells, a.t some length, 
upon the advantages of foreign 
travel, and the daily increasing fa
cilities for the same. Ail this leads 
to the following conclusion :—

"Our young men, prepared thus for 
the kindly warfare of existencer—that 
warfare in which courage, energy 
and honesty of purpose are the 
weapons—find opportunities at every 
hand. The state, which needs faithful 
servitors, opens to them thousands 
of honorable careers. Never have 
commerce and industry offered such 
Prizes to men of trained intellect 
and broad views. Agriculture, which 
has become a science, still preserves 
id France, its antique dignity and 
homely independence. It is a good 
sign-a sign of healthy national life 
—that from their schools and col
leges our young men go to the 
farms."

More chairs of "moral science" in 
the universities is about the near
est ho dare come to the really im
portant side of education.

end, for God s glory, ho was 
mako use of all the faculties, 
tages, and gifts with which 
had endowed him.

Consequently, as far as my — 
sonal experience of the late lament
ed bishop is concerned, I will not re
quire to draw upon it to any consi
derable extent. But basing myself 
upon the occasion to which I refer 
it is fcdt difficult for me to go back 
o'er the years, and summon up a 
picture—very inadequately portrayed 
perhaps—of Father O'Farrell, in the 
hey-day of his power and influence. 
To do so I will t>e contented with 
tho recording of one remarkable 
event in his career—on event not yet 
forgotten by the men of that day 
and around which cluster a score of 
associations historical, religious, 
national, and even literary. In order 
to bring more clearly before the 
reader's mind the scene that Î will 
attempt to describe—a scene unique 
in the history of St. Patrick’s par
ish, and in the annals of Canadian 
pulpit oratory—I shall have to leave 
tho immediate path before me and

storm of sentiment gathered 
grength* and velocity, until, at a 

moment, the pent-up feelings 
—no longer be restrained within 

bounds, and a low and long murmur- 
Jng of applause ran down tho cen- 

per- Ttral aisle, swelled upwards towards 
the galleries, and swept around the 
pel Pit. The quick ear of Father 
O I* arrell detected the sound, and at 
qnce it was checked. Pausing, chang
es tone, leaning over the pulpit, 
with warning hands raised, "Reraem- 
btJv Brethren, we are in the House 

(,od- ' he cried out. " Remember 
arc in presence of the Blessed Sa- 

™t.-wc aro in presence of the

step for a moment into 
V’aya of the past
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quote one inôrô l>at*a>

Our object is not to- make review 
of President Lou-bet's article— that 
woulè necessitate an essay on half a 
score of aubjects-^but we wish to 
point out the fact, that even the 
free head of a free, democratic coun
try,-^f a liberty-inspired republic, of 
a "liberty, fraternity and equality" 
Governmënt, is not free to write as 
he feels in every case. We have rea
son to know that were M. Loubet a 
private citizen and were he to dot 
down his personal convictions, 
would indicate a very different arti
cle upon such an important subject.

He rightly tells how the test of 
tho prosperity of a nation is the 
opportunity it offers young men of 
taking part in public affairs. He then 
proceeds *to tell of all the immense 
advantages enjoyed by the youth of 
Fiance -to-day.

We have no intention of disputing 
,},e existence of all those advan
tages but wo note in the whole es
say the careful avoidance of one 
word about religion, or its Influ
ences. Take this paragraph, for ex
ample :—

"I should notice also, as influen
cing the youth of to-day. the more 
practical methods of instruction. The 
studies in literature, philosophy, ju
risprudence, which formerly dwelt 
rather, apart in an ideal sphere, 
have been brought down to earth 
and tho daily problems of life. Chairs 
have been' created, schools have 
teem opened for the study of moral 
and political science, labor legisla
tion and finance; the professors of 
literatur# have ceased to occupy 
themselves solely with the gldries of 
the past and have turned to the ac
complishments and hopes of the

. ,a<here 18 one very notable charac
teristic of the generation which is 
Just entering upon its majority. 
These young men look upon them
selves as having a grave social mis
sion to accomplish. They do not 
tako life flippantly. The new educa
tion, well reasoned and scientific 
hae brought Mhoni face to face with 
thoso problems which were not for
merly the concerns of youth. They 
examine the social structure. They 
study their fellow-men. They strive 
for the best. The young men of our 
colleges seem to be impressed with 
the thought that the education they 
have received is at once a responsi- 
o. lity and a. trust and not a mere ac
quisition of lore and culture. They 
rnako their own acquirements the 
measure of their duty to others. 
Thus in all our great cities and in 
many country places they have 
founded philotechnic and polytechnic 
associations, through which they in
struct those who have not had the 
happy fortune of securing the higher 
eoucation of the colleges. This plan 
of university extension was devised 
and is carried on by the young men 
—the students. And this is only one 
of the ways in which they strive to 
fulfill what seems to them a social 
mission. With equal seriousness they 
look upon the duty and privilege of 
citizenship. Never have young men 
faced an epoch so rich in opportun
ity and so big with responsibility. 
Wo who are of an older generation 
can but congratulate them upon the 
fact that their education has in a 
largo measure prepared them to use 
wisely their opportunities and i 
sume, with good hope, and cour a, 
the burden of their rusponsibiliti

Hero wo have a lot of general it 
of very acceptable platitudes; but 
nothing original. Wo have nien train
ed from youth with a grand ideal of 
social success, of political achieve
ment before them. But not one step 
beyond does the system go. ITe truly 
hints that the older generation is 
making way for the rising one. Where 
is tho older one going? Into nonent
ity for aught he tells us. Where will 
the younger one end when it, in 
turn, becomes hoary with years? At 
best under a monument, as far as 
tho physical part is concerned, and 
in some kind of academic immortal
ity as far as regards the genius. Brft 
what of that mofthl training ? 
what purpose? There is no God 
Eternity, no after life 
faith;

It was the morning of the 8th 
April, 1868; I was a lad, at tho 
tune, andv in the company of my mo
ther was driving over the old" sus
pension oridge at Ottawa. In those 
days a whole-souled Irishman, nam
ed Quain, kept the toll-gate at the 
bridge. It had been a custom with 
almost all passers-by to ask Mr. 
Quain for the "news"—ho being a 
lend of walking encyclopaedia. As 
ucuaj the first question, after the 
morning’s greeting, was "what news 
to-day?" •’Bad news." replied Mr. 
01rain; and his face was white with 
excitement". *'Bad pews; McGee was 
killed last night/' Yoking as t tfas,
I will never forget the change in 
that old man's features, and voice 
as the tears stood in his eves, and 
he added : "My God, ’The Home
ward Bound’ alone ought to have 
saved that man. ’ Who has not read 
McGee’s "Homeward Bound?" No 
wonder that tho fond, home-loving, 
tender sentiments of that beautiful 
poem swayed the heart of that hon
est Irishman, as he recalled its lines 
ami reflected upon the fate of the one 
whoso brain conceived and whoso 
heart dictated its verses.

On the 8th day of March. 1868 — 
exactly one month previous—the fun
eral of the late Lawrence Devaney 
took place from St. Patrick’s Church. 
Montreal. On that occasion, McGee 1 
who was a warm friend of the de
ceased. had come down from Ottawa 
to pay tho last sad respects to a 
departed friend. That night he wrote 
what was. as far as is known,*, his 
last poem—the "Miserere Domine." 
It was St. Victor’s Day, and McGee 
seized upon the occasion to, give full 
vent to his sorrow for a lost friend 
his confidence in Holy Church, his 
faith in the "Communion of Saints," 
and, at the same time, to paint, 
harmonic words, the solemn scene 
in St. Patrick’s. Having described 
the funeral cortege, the Requiem 
Mass, the tapers burning around the 
dead, tho incense arising, the church 
praying, lie closed the scene, for-

§SPh® sound died away, like the dis
tant rumbling of summer's thunder 
When it blends with echo and is lost 
in the silence of space. The sermon 
Was continued without further inter
ruption; but the great orator who 
spoke had to perform tho still more 
difficult task of completing his ora
tion while restraining his own feel
ings, curbing the natural flow of his 
expression, and keeping guurd over 
his very gesture and entonation. Had 
McGee—himself one of tho brightest or
ators that ever crossed the Atlantic 
—been alive on that occasion, what 
a subject would he not have had for 
iv poem! That funeral oration for 
the third of a century linked the 
nmne of one great orator with tho 
memories of the otheri and when
ever McGee's funeral was mentioned 
Father O’Farrell's sermon was 
called.

Thirty years passed over the 
world ; on the storm-swept side of 
Mount Royal the statesman, ora
tor, patriot and poet slept undis- 
turbed; .the priest of St. Patrick's 
drifted away at the summons of 
<:uty from the scenes of his achiove- 
r.wmts. and from the ranks of the 
priestiioOu Jte ascended tho episcopal 
throne. Thirty ,veers swept post, and 
the day came when in God’s designs 
the earthly career of Trenton’s bish
op was to close. In turn his lips be
came silent for all time, his presence 
in; the sacred pulpit was never again 
to bo seen, his life-work remained to 
be* recorded by the pens of admirers 
and children of, the Church, while 
the stillness of the tomb claimed his 
familiar form. Thirty years — and 
the chief figures of that memorable 
occasion—the passive one in the cof
fin mid the living one in the pulpit— 
wem united in the union of tho 
Stave; and we pray, with the spirit 
of our faith, equally in the promised 
'union hereafter,"

Catholic paper, and the particular 
constituency to which it appeals, are 
sufficiently effective and important to 
command such an amount of Protest
ant patronage, it stands to reason 
that the same conditions should pro
duce the same results in regard to 
Catholic firms, Catholic establish
ments, Catholic institutions. In the 
latter case I would suppose that 
there should exist a twp-fotd incen
tive—that of a commercial return 
for the outlay, as is the case with 
the Protestant advertisers, and that 
of a mutual interest. Yet, strange 
to say the rule does not seem to ap
ply. The Catholic institution has 
apparently no care to risk the cost 
of a notice in the Catholic organ

I said, mutual interest. I may be 
mistaken; but I nad always been un
der tho impression that our institu
tions had a deep interest in the 
Catholic paper. When they have bat
tles to be fought, rights to be as
serted, interests to be defended, they 
do not hesitate for one second; thev 
rush immediately to the Catholic 
paper, with the self-assurance of a 
part proprietor—forgetful, at times 
that they have hot even given in tho 
small obolus for a year's subscrip
tion. They consider that, it is the 
duty of the Catholic organ to voice 
their views and promulgate their 
wishes and aspirations; but never 
considering that obligations are r< 
ciprocal. I have known one membe. 
of an institution to send a curt note 
to the management of a Catholic pa
per. declining to. receive it any long
er in the establishment, and giving 
no reason for the same, while another 
member of that self-same institution 
forwarded the editor of the same 
paper, a lengthy article in praise of 
the community and in honor of its 
achievements. This may bo very sa
tisfactory to the one side, but it cer
tainly is not encouraging for thç
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"St. Patrick’s 
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The burden of the funeral song,
His noiseless night shall now belong.

'Miserere Domine.' ’’ 
Then followed refiedtions of a 

most, religious character upon the 
vanities of lif?, the coldness of dt a.th, 
the warmth of tho Church’s affection 
for her faithful children, over whom 
she ever prays. The whole ending 
with the remarkable stanza:—
"Friend of my heart, farewell to 

thee!
Thy trust, thy faith, Chy chivalry 
As thine, so may mv hist end be!

‘Miserere Domine.' "

no soul,
no religion. It is all hollow, 

vain., vague, useless and unstable. 
Yet it is the President of a great 
Republic that writes, and his gov
ernment will applaud his wisdom.

MEN I HAVE SEEN AND HEARD.
BY A VETERAN SCRIBBLER.

Not many years ago it was my
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imagine the effects of his oratory in 
the days of hi6t vigor, when the fire 
of youth seemed to still course in his 
veins, and the enthusiasm of that 
gr&nd period of developing manhood 
communicated itself like an electric 
current to all who come within the 
range of its influence.

, purpose To£ 
Ption of the 

bly nine- 
! been more

One month from the day upon 
which this poem appeared, the re
mains of McGee were carried, amidst 
throngs innumerable, along the same 
streets, into the same temple, up the 
same aisle, to^be placed on the same 
catafalque, amidst the same sur
roundings, in presence of the same 
altar, whereon was to be sung the 
same unchangeable Requiem Mass, 
Iho same undying Libera. St. Pat
rick’s was crowded that day as per
haps neverbefore.There was an under
current of emotion that circulated in 
every direction, and seemed to seek 
ventilation by some means or other. 
The heart of tho immense congrega
tion was full to overflowing, it re
quired but the vibrating hand of 
oratorical expression to shake the 
drops over the brim and down the 
sidfes. There was an unwonted sol- 
Qirfaity, which borrowed intensity 
'from the astounding circumstances 
to which that gathering was due. 
And, to quote that last poem,
"Right solemnly the Mass was said, 
Whilo burned the tapers 'round the 

'dead,
And manly 
y'j shed— ji

‘Miserere Domine.

Last week a lady asked my advice 
concerning the selection of a school 
for her boy; he had attended a pri
vate preparatory academy for a. cou
ple of years, but she now wants to 
place him in a higher school. Not 
feeling competent, for obvious re 
sons, to give advice in the matter, 
simply told her to look over the 
advertising columns of the “True 
Witness,'” and under tho heading 
"Educational" she would likely find 
a pretty complete list of the avail
able institutions. 1 had been read
ing the Liverpool "Catholic Times," 
a very fair sample of the Catholic 
press in England, and 1 had noticed, 
all along through the summer vaca- 
?i°n> that every Catholic establish
ment — college, seminary, convent, 
academy, or school—was duly rec
orded on its pages. 1 had also re
marked the same thing in the case 
of a few American Catholic papers, 
such as the "Standard and Times," 
of Philadelphia. I naturally con- 
eluded that it would be the* same 
with the "True Witness," so I gave 
my advice a little off-hand.

1 can imagine the surprise of that 
lady, if she has taken my advice, on 
opening this paper, at least, it must 
have been equal to my own. That 
evening I wishe\ to look over %my 
own contribution of the previous 
week, so I took up the paper. I re
membered my lady friend and the ad- 
vice I had given her; so I glanced at 
the list of advertised Catholic insti
tutions, intending to guess, in mv 
own mind, which one she would se
lect. T am grieved to say that I 
found it <in exceedingly easy matter 
to make a choice—so few were the 
institutions mentioned in those ‘col
umns.

I would not wish to be lnisumIvl,-' 
stood in this particular instance. It 
is no business of mine to look after 
either the advertising in the "True 
\Vitn?ss" nor the attitude of Catho
lic institutions towards their own 
bulwark, the Catholic press. I have 
simply been led to make my obser
vations, by the incident related in 
the beginning of this article. All I 
know is this; were 1 the directing 
spirit of a Catholic institution, even 
though I were convinced that not 
one dollar would be made through a 
card in the Catholic newspaper 1 
would have that card there all the 
same. 1 Would feel that by so doing 
1 was setting an example that would 

^ tend to create imitators and follow- 
1 pp,-s- 1 would feel that, at any mo

ment, I might require the services of 
that same press, and I would, ac
cordingly, aid those who sympathize 
with me and espouse my cause.

It was only the other evening that 
1 read, in one of our dailies, an 
editorial upon the legalized persecu
tion of religious orders in Franco ; 
that short editorial summed up every 
argument imaginable in favor of the 
Law of Associations and against 
Catholic religious communities. Yret 
that same issue contained fully a 
dozen notices of Catholic associa
tions, orders, communities and edu
cational establishments. Tho zealous 
directors of those very threatened 
institutions deem it wisdom to 
ignore entirely the organ to which 
they have immediate recourse against 
their enemies, and to patronize and 
rnako it possible for their anti-Cath- 
olic mediums to live. No wonder 
Catholic journalism is so miserably 
supported; thev who could do most 
for it stand aside with folded arms, 
to watch it slowly die; and then to 
chant amidst tears of regret a sol
emn requiem. It would be more Chris
tian to preserve life than to sing 
lamentations.

The Coming Struggle !

CORNWALL
SHAMROCK.
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CATHOLIC HEWS I0TIS.
ANNUAL HETHEAT of the secular 

clergy of the. archdiocese of Ottawa 
was preached by Rev. E. Strubhe, C. 
SS.R., of St. Ann's Church, of 
Montreal.

friends and fighting the enemy, havo 
m public meeting at Cologne de
nounced the anti-Cntholic spirit in 
which the “Kolnischo Zcitung," a 
bitter opponent of tlio Church, is 
conducted, nnd tho subject of repell
ing the attacks of the anti-Catholio 
press will occupy tho attention of 
tho forty-eighth General Congress of 
German Catholics which will be held 
at Osnnbruck from the 25th to the 
20th of this month. These German 
Catholics have a knowledge of tho 
requirements of successful public no
tion.

CATHOLIC FEDERATION. - Af- 
tor duo deliberation over the many 
details necessary to perfect the 
scheme, tho committee charged with 
the programme for a general meet
ing. to further the national federa
tion of Catholic Societies in tho 
United States, says the "Irish Am
erican," have decided to hold a con
vention for tho purpose of consider
ing plans and framing a constitu
tion, at the Lyceum Building, Long- 
Branch, on Wednesday evening, Aug. 
28- Bishop McFaul and other pro
minent clergymen and laymen inter
ested in the success of the movement 
will bo present. All Catholic socie
ties are invited to send at least two 
delegates. It is expected confidently 
that some practical plan will bo 
evolved by tho combined wisdom at 
this gathering.

DEATH OF MGR. CLAPPERTON. 
—The death took place at Fochabers 
last week of tho Right Rev. Mun- 
signor James Clapperton in his 
eighty-ninth year, after a long and 
laborious priesthood of sixty-iivo 
years’service,most unselfishly devoted 
to the highest interests of tho Cath
olic Church in Scotland. Ordained 
m 1836, Monsignor Clapperton first 
of all acted as a .professor for fivo 
jours at Valladolid. IBs first ap
pointment to mission work was at 
St. Mary's, Edinburgh, in 1811 af
terwards at Portobello, and then as 
resident priest at Peebles, where ho 
labored for forty years. Prior to his 
demise Monsignor Clapperton was 
for some years stationed at Fochab
ers. During his lifetime the Mon
signor showed himself n most gener
ous benefactor of St. Mary's Col
lege, Blairs.

ORDER OF ST. SULPJCE — Very 
Rev. A. Captier, the superior-general 
of the Order of St. Sulplce, the head
quarters of which are in Paris, 
F’ranco, has resigned and has been 
succeeded by Very Rev. Father Le- 
bas, who, for over a quarter of a 
century, has been tho superior of the 
Sulpieian Seminary at Lvons 
France .

LÔVAL TO CHURCH.—Wo quoted 
lust week a very timely paragraph, 
from the "Sacred Heart Review" up
on modern skeptics; a very appro
priate conclusion to the remarks of 
our contemporary on thut subject Is 
the following note regarding the 
loyalty due to tho Church. Wo re
produce it for tho purpose of giving 
wider circulation to an idea and to 
a sentiment, both of which harmon
ize exactly with what we have al
ways sought to indicate. The para- 
graph reads

While i regretted having spoken as| 
I did to the lady in question (she 
might imagine that I had been mak- 

Fi!k®'i*an °* ke*\) still I was pleased 
that the circumstance led mo to 
discover for myself the existence of 
a very painful and not very encour- 
agittg fact. I have not yet taken the 

■■■■H to do so; but I am convinc-
tears like rain were ed thRt were I to examine the secu

lar press I would find a. number of 
our prominent institutions advertis
ed in Its columns. However, this dis-

Such the occasion; such the scene ^m/curtne’on"Tho ’'suM^/1

SE £ space

bomdth/,rtrp„cm";hat a™ ter tor -U.

then cold in <l<'ath-had traced He. As the readers of the "True Wit- 
month to the day on 1 nosy, for a couple of years hurl* kneit by that eatn-Ure aware I am”given

S r^iiri

TOTAL ABSTINENCE.—Tho event 
of the week in Hartford has been tho 
annual convention of the Catholic 
'J otai Abstinence Union of America, 
bringing together both clerical and 
lay delegates from most of the 
States east of the Mississippi Rlvor. 
The Rev. R. F McGillicuddy, of Wor
cester, Mass., has been the presiding 
officer, and Bishop Tierney has free
ly lent his aid and his voice in the 
work of the union. The principal 
speaker at the public sessions has 
been Archbishop John Ireland, of St.

and ho has made three stirring 
addresses on total abstinence to im
mense crowds.

GERMAN CATHOLIC PRESS. — 
The German Catholics, it seems 4,0 
us, display wisdom worthy of imita
tion in the policy they pursue with 
regard to the press, says the Cath- 
oUc Times." They make it an es
sential point of their programme to 
support their oWn papers and to ex- 
tend their influence. In most Catho
lic districts they have

n,ic onpms, *
papers, ™

Luckily for the Church, tho num
ber of these callow, and indeed shal
low. skeptics is few. Their skepticism 
is in most cases simply a phase. It 
pusses away as they grow older and 
acquire more mature ideas of what 
life hero and hereafter means. Being 
based on ignorance, when this ignor
ance is removed by a more extended 
readings of Catholic authorities, or 
9L Intimate acquaintance
with Catholics of sense and char no- 
ter, the unbelief disappears, and thev 
generally regret for the rest of their 
lives that they could have been so 
utterly foolish as to set, even for 
an instant, their puny intellect» 
against the Church of Christ. Our 
advice to alt such is to be loyal to 
the Church. Instead of wasting time 
seeking for objections against her 
be continually on the watch for arl 
guments to strengthen your faith 
and to meet the attacks of her en
emies. Accept whole-heartedly tho 
Church as the mother of your souls 
Bo faithful in your religious dutiev. 
t'eaao impertinent prying into rnv<*- 
tories, and, above nil, 
around annoying sensible i 
silly argumenls which 
echoes of tlie false and 
principles whicli have . 
finding their way Into th 
utterances of the vellow 
from day to day/'

We think, without much i 
lielng mistaken, that silly n 
of I he class above 
their WNT Into
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