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pv 986 THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE I'OCNllKI) 18ÙG

F Ha\ yielded about 2* tons per Acre. Three years rootstalks. A few patches of this are roinpar 
ago he had as much as 4 tons per acre on one atively easy to destroy if taken in time, but 
three-acre field. Hay, barley, peas and wheat

ÏV Bored Wells for Drainage Outlets.
IB once

let a field become overrun with either it or couch 
grass and the task becomes heavy.

if farmers realized more fully the damage they 
, $125 to do, a greater effort would be put forth, 
ic. to 75c. ;

I '.ditor “ The Farmer's Advocate ” :i are the best crops on the whole.
Prices for farm products range high, and 

about as follows per bushel : Wt 
$1.50; peas about the same; oats,

Some time ago there appeared in “ The Farm
er's Advocate” an inquiry as to the use of 
tesian wells for drainage purposes, and the reply 
was such as might discourage anyone who might 
contemplate drainage by such means, 
the difficulty arises through a somewhat 
use of.the term ” artesian,” which has been liter
ally t&Uen to signify flowing wells.

The Encyclopaedic Dictionary, in I he 
a long definition of this word, says ” If 
bore be made in the center of the basin, the water 
will be forced up by that standing at a higher 
level than itself, and may reach or even rise above 
the surface of the ground.'' This does not imply 
that an artesian well is necessarily what is popu
larly known us a " flowing ” well.

In view of the remarkable interest 
drainage through Western Ontario, some informa
tion as 1 o the nature and success of drainage wells 
may be timely and useful
in successful operation in North Cayuga and 
joining townships.

A word as to the topography of the locality
t he

are
ar-

Thev
not only crowd out more delicate but beneficial 

barley , 7uc ; potatoes, from 75c. to $1.50; this plants, but rob them of large quantities of plant 
year being the lowest on record for potatoes.
Vegetables bring a fair pri<5e. Butter sells for 
25c. to 50c. per pound, and eggs about the 
per dozen.
Mr. McFarlane generally sells dressed pork at 
12c., and beef at 8c. to 10c. per pound, 
the produce of an acre he usually gets from $30 
to $50.

I Tobablys food and water, since their powers of assimilation 
are more highly developed. They increase the cost 
of preparing the seed-bed and harvesting the crop 
as thistles and bindweed

st rict

same
Meat is exceptionally high this y ear.1

HP;. 
■

They are an eyesore, 
and detrimental to the value of any farm.

Exterminate t he w eeds” should be our motto. 
A MIDDLESEX VOTING FARMER.

course of
. . a *Form

m
oFor that field of hay that three years 

ago yielded four tons per acre, he realized $80 
per acre, selling the hay out of the field at $20 
per ton.

Mr. McFarlane believes that soil fertility is 
not readily exhausted, he having known land 
cropped continuously for four years, and the last an acre, 
crop seemed as good as the first. 
seen a hay field that was never plowed, and from 
which eight crops of hay have been cut that pro
duces one and a half to two tons per acre still 
Blowing would have improved it, however.

A settler going into that country with $500.00 until last 
ought, in ten years, Mr. McFarlane thinks, to be 
worth $6,000.00 to $10,000.00.

Believes in New Ontario.

l'dit or “ The Farmer’s Advocate ”
We here get 160 acres on payment of 50 cents 

I have 320 acres, 160 acres which I
in farm

He has also located, the other 160 acres being a Veteran Lot 

My sons, son-in-law and my self hav e fiv e lots in 
all.

Several such are now
aii-

I have myself made most of the improve
ments on t hese farms. We did not raise much crop

may 'not be out of place, in order to show 
conditions under which these wells operate 
though the land in this township is gently roll- 
ing, springs are not numerous, consequently, farm
ers are compelled to drill wells to the rock in 
order to insure a constant supply of water for 
stock.

summer. as we hadn't much land
XIstumped, and it is not much use to put in a crop 

before the land is clear of stumps, 

have chopped on any of tire lots is 20 acres, and 
in all, we have chopped on the five lots, as near 

as I can judge, about 220 or 240 acres 
1 00 acres

The least we

The Spread of Noxious Weeds.

Considerable uncertainty and mystery 
attached to the nature of tho source of this su| 
ply . us a man may fail to ” strike1 water ” in one 
spot, and yet, by moving and drilling a few rods, 
or even feet, away, procure an abundant stream 

The well with which the writer is most familiar 
is 6.>4 feet deep, 3J of that being in the rock, and 
the water rises to within about 40 feet of the 
face of the land

We have a reEditor " The Farmer’s Advocate ”

Why are weeds securing a stronger foothold in 
This question cannot be answered in 

M few words by giving any one reason, 
to a combination of reasons, chief among them 
being the scarcity of farm labor, sowing impure 
grain from the West or imperfectly cleaning the 

home-grown seed, the lax manner in which those 
responsible enforce the laws re the cutting of all 

noxious weeds on public highways, the scarcity' of 
sheep, the absence of a good crop rotation, im
perfect knowledge of farmers in regard to propa

gating habits of new weeds, and, lastly, careless
ness in handling fanning-mill screenings.

Is it any wonder that weeds are spreading ? 
There are also natural agencies at work, such as 
the wind, water and birds, but man cannot help 
these, except, perhaps, in the case of birds, but 
these do such an incalculable amount of good that 
they should be forgiven for the few weed seeds 
they carry.

The scarcity of labor accounts for the numer
ous fields of roots and corn in which weeds are 
permitted to grow and seed, unmolested, except 
when the roots were thinned or the corn scuffled.

in all. in crop, and of the land in crop

The crop 
and

there are 75 acres clear of stumps, 
last y ear consisted of hay , oats, peas

Ontario ?

It is due po
tatoes, and was first class, but could not say just 
how much to the acre it yielded 

We have been up here six years, 
high, as a rule.

Prices range 
On the average, hay sells at

sur
Half a mile west is a well on 

lower land, of a depth 
of 48 feet Two miles 
or so east is a well, 
the water of which 
stands. I am told. 
about 16 feet from 
the surface, while still 
further east, 2} or 5 
m les. a re \v ells that 
flow constant Iv Tile 
Government survev is 
not yet made here, as 
in the western part 
ot the I’ro Once, so 
that 1 cannot give t hr 
relative elevation of 
the surface of the 
ground at I la s. differ 
ent wells, b it t he land 
evidently slopes 
wards the east, 
water in 1 hese 
bri ng presumably lev el,

I ol I In sr wells 
Inked 

years ago, 
od ol const met iin 
tng as loi low s X lo 
inch or 12 
was bored
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i heReaders of “The Farmer’s Advocate” have read 

of many cases where seed grain from the West 
was full of injurious seeds, so that reason needs 

Western seed was responsible 
for the introduction into our district, of the tum-

I
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