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the end of the month. A marked feature of the 
season however has been a series of showers 
over local areas, and the conditions of crops are irre
gular. lint there is a note of hope in the reports of 
many correspondents, encouraged In the widely ex
tended rains of 28th and jijth June; and in the Mari
time provinces where the drouth w a - most severely 
felt there were heavy rains on ;rili July. Uritish 
Columbia has had a like experience of dry weather 
in lune, with rains at the end of the month, and fall 
wheat is the only good crop there. In the North- 

provinces fine growing weather followed the 
seeding of spring wheat, oats and barley, and cor
respondents throughout Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta are jubilant at the prospects. Rainfall 

ample to the end of June, except in a few local
ities. and although seeding operations were delayed 
eeteals and grasses are neatly as well advanced a- 
in any previous year. "Ideal ' i- the favourite word 
id many' correspondents. In W.ierta tad wheat was 
badly winter-killed, and much of the land has been 
re-sown with spring wheat, oats and barley. Spring 
wheat was heading out at the end of lime in the 
Southern parts of Alberta.

" Since the issue of the government report, general 
rains have occurred—following, in some sections ot 
Ontario especiallv, a drv spell that <crious!v lineal 

( Intario cr.ips as a whole

JULY CROP CONDITIONS THROUGHOUT CANADA.

Principal Grain Crops Promise Large Increases Over 
Last Year- Explanation of Methods Used In 

Preparing Government Estimates—
Total Crop Vaines In 1908.

A week ago a bulletin on the condition of crops 
and live stock in Canada at date of 1st July was_ is
sued by the Dominion Census anti Statistics Office, 
based on the reports of a large staff of correspond

it indicates that for all parts of Canada the 
l)tr cent, condition of principal crops at 1st July, 
compared with the condition at the same date last 

as follows: For fall wheat, 77.2 per cent, 
"of “standard condition", as against 8,4 per cent, in 
hjdK; W1.77 as against 80 for spring wheat ; «43.81 as 
against ,40 for oats; 85.(10 as against 83 for barley : 
81.47 as against 82 for rye: 84.40 as against 82 for 
peas; 8(1.58 as against 84 for mixed grains; 7(1 as 
against 87 for hav and clover, and 82.74 as against 
on for pasture. In the case of all the grains except 
fall wheat the per cent, condition is higher this year 
than it was last year; hay and clover and pasture 
are lower, lit the three Northwest provinces the 
average condition of spring wheat at the first of July 
was i)5-53 and of oats 96.56.

How the Census and Statistics Office Makes Its 
Estimate».
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cued farmers* prospects, 
are reported as likely t > he rather bel »\v the average, 
though high prices will largvh compensate the far 

himself, if not business interests in general.
Previously to 1908 no official crop estimates ap*

|,livable to the whole Dominion were available. Hut 
the growing importance of the country s agricul
tural product in the markets of the world hail given 
rNe to numerous attempts to forecast the results of 
the harvest on the part of those commercially jntcr- 
v-tcd. In order, therefore, to remove the matter 
as far as possible from the region of guesswork, the
Department of Agriculture commenced just a year 
,tgo to issue reports on the condition of crops and 
live stock throughout Canada—such reports being 
based upon data collected bv the Census and Mali 
lies ( Iflice from practical agricultural correspondents 
in all parts of the Dominion. .

As pointed mit in The Canada \ ear book, it 
was necessary to choose a method of reporting cap
able of conveying a clear idea of current condition 
and of lending itself to purposes of comparison. I he 
method of expression adopted as fairly fulfilling these 
requirements is an adaptation of that employed hv 
the United States government, viz. a numerical per
centage of a standard condition represented by too. 
The term "standard condition" may he defined as 
denoting a full crop of good quality. Correspond
ents are accordingly instructed t<> report four grades 
of condition, viz; "good," represented by any figure 
from 75 to 100 or over ; “average." from 50 to 74: 
“fair." from 25 to 41) : and “poor." be! w 25.

Wrxthrr Conditions np to Joly 1st—end liner.

and roll! rains prevailed

mcr
Total Crop Veines lost Yror.

Tlie report published 1» the Census and Statistics 
Office at the close of November, m- 8. showed that 
an area of 37.505.f1h3 acres of field crop- vie1.lv,I in 
i,y>8a harvest which computed at av.rage]local mar
ket prices, had a value of 8432.534.1- I he dct.i « 
„f area, vield, weight per measure I bushel and v.d 
vvs for each kind of cron are shown », the oil wing 
table for the whole of Canada, with the excepte, -I 
Itritish Columbia, where data up->11 which t. base 
estimates were not available.
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This vear temperature
the whole of Canada in Max and the carlv part 

■ if lune which delaved seeding and checked vegeta
tion. Then followed a fieri,>d of drouth throughout 
the Northern and Eastern parts of < Intario, the 
Western and Southern sections of Quebec and near
ly the whole of the Maritime Provinces. Cram, hay 
and root crops were consequentlx in poor condition 
in all those regions. On both sides of the St. Law
rence in the lower parts of Quebec and in the South
western counties of Ontario there were copious 
showers in June and all crops were looking well at
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