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The Book Of Job

Reuv. A. ). Hocuxs,
Pawrr 1L

Next tothe hero of the Book of Job, the Book
fisclf deserves attention.  ‘1he prologue, which
is in prose, depicts the patriarch as a scrupul-
ously religious man, living in the enjoyment of
great prosperity, The devil regards him as
rerving God for worldly profit, and so accuses him
to Jehovah, He is given the privilege of test-
ing the sincerity of his faith, which he does by
despoiling him of all his worldly possessions,
and bereaving him of his children, with most be-
wildering and terrible rapidity  Jobisanguished
by his calamities, but resigned, his only comment
being, “*The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord." The
devil, still sure that Job's piety is a matter of
selfishness, asks to be permitted to afflict him in
his body. God grants his sccond request, and
the patriarch is smitten with elephautiasis in its
worst form.  Still his faith s God remains une
shaken. Reduced now to the worst depihs of
wmisery, banished from his house tothe ash-hecaps
outside the city gates, railed at by his wife for
still holding on to his integrity, and urged by
frer to renounce God ard make way with himself,
his reply was, **Shall we receive good from the
hand of God, and shall we not seceive evils*
In this doleful, but trustful, sitwation, Job is
visited by three friends, who com: ta eondole

with bim because of his misfortunes, but whoure !

w0 amazed at his changed situation that tor seven
days and nights they sit in speechless hewilders
went and sadness  So ends the prologue,

The poem, in the words of a Fecent conmnen-
tator an the book, consists of *“‘three elaborate
vyeles of discourse, in which Job and his friend
wifirm and answer, reprove and reerimi
another.”  The colloguy is begun by Jo
vnable fonger to restrain the pent up anguish of
Liis soni, curses the day of his birth, Dugs for
thie release and oblivion of death,  To tlas wail

e one

of angnish and surprise, Eliphaz, the Temanite, |

aprarantly the oldest and wisest, and certainly
tire most delicate and considerate of the three
friends, makes reply.  His reply is to the cffect
1hat suffering is the entaillment of sin. aud he

1.ts Job make his own application of the docirine

to his present state.

To this specch of Eliphaz the patriarch makes

answer, defending the rashiness of his previouns
words, complaining of the inadequacy of Ll phaz’s
doctrine to meet his™ case, interrogativg God as

1) why he has been so mysterionsly and sorcly |

smitten, and beseeching him to Lift away from
1 1m his heavy d of «ffliction.
This self-vindication, and arracignment of the

Almighty, on the part of Job excites the wrath |

of Bildad, the Shuhite, who retorts in a similar
sirain with Eliphaz, thought without his gentie-
ness and courtesy, chargirg the patriarch person-
wlly, or else his children, with sin, declaring that
t1e end of the wicked is to be rooted out of their
1iibitation, and assuring Job that if he is the per-
{ ¢t man he claims to be, God will fill his mouth
with laughter some day, and his lips will sing a
+ong of joy.

To this deliverance of Eildad Job replies with
ull the pathos of a man bafilsd in his attempts to
understand God.  Whelmed as be is with gricfs
which are an enigma to him, he declarcs justice
1o be an unknow quality.
teney, however, that is visible everywiere, and
the poor patriarch fecls that he has been made
the victim of its afllictive might. Then comes
the ery for a Daysman—'"a Messianic outreach
from the depths,” as one calls it—One who
might stand between him and God, and save
litm from the strckes whose meaning he could
not divine.  Believing in his innocency, in spite
of the recriminations of his friends, he closes by
remonstrating with God for subjecting him to the
evils that are making su miserable his life.

‘T'his remonstrance kindles tize indignation of
Zuaphar, the Naamathite, who charges on Job
with coarse invective, telling him that his judg-
went is less than his desert, but that it he will
repent, God will restore him to his former estate
of health and prosperity.

This speech puts a gulf between Job and his
friends. Regardless of their aood opinion now,
or of their feelings either, he flings at them the
sarcasm, “'Of a truth, ye are the people; and
wisdom will die with you!" Then their follows,

As to God's omnipo- |

after a glowing tribute to God's almightiness, as
seen in nature and providence, anarraignment of
these men as acting the part of “‘pleaders for
God" for reward's sake, another avowal of the
blamelessness of his life, and sad queryings as to
the cause of his terrible calamities, Then lLe
geems to drop into a kind of scliloquy, and utters
those words so familiar as forming a part in every
service for the dead, beginning, *“Man that is
born of a womun is of few days and full of
troulle.  He cometh forth as a flower, and is
. cut down; he fleeth alsoas a shadow, and he con-
tinueth wot.' Words, these, in which the pat-
riarch seems to be in a conflict as between hope
and despair, one time regarding the grave as the
goal of life, and then, by a sort of intuition of
the yearning of God towards the work of his
hands, expecting to hear his voice resounding in
thie charnel-house, with rosurrective import, to
which when it greets bim, he will moke glad
answer,

(1o be Conilnued,)

Repentance.
aln the vear 1650 Mr. Philip Henry preached
much on the subject of faith and repentance from
various texts of Seripture, He told of Noah,
+ who warned the peaple to repent before the flood
| came, but in vain,  He remuded of the people
+ of Ninevel, all of whom repented at the preach-
ing of Jonah, and were saved, e quoted
Zacclieus the publican, who, when hie believed in

Iy gained,  “If 1 were to die in the pulpit,” he
and, if I die out of the pulpit, I hope to die
\ practicing repentance.
! day tor the sins of
o dig, have the sins of butone day torepentof.”

* Garg Sunshine With You.”

A brigii, fresh, sunny face is always inspiriug, |

and 1t always denotes good health as well as a
liappy heart,

Sorrows are often like clouds, which, though
black when they are passing over us, when they
are past become as if they were the garments of
God thrown off in purple and gold along the sky,

Hisry WARD BEECHER.

P A Official Trip

Rev. Dr. Carman, Ceneral Superintendent of
| the Methodist Churchi, has just started on a three
| months’ trip to kngland and Jerusalem.  He will
attend Conferences in England, Ireland and Scot-
land of delegate from the General Conference of
the Canadian Methodist Church,

To those who, while able to give much, give
little and grudgingly to Christian missions, Dr.
Parkhurst says a single dollar may look large,
| but when spread over a year it is too thin to lie
| down upon and pray, ‘‘They Kingdom come.”

Power Of Love.

When the life of a beloved son is hanging in
the balance, no one can persuade his mother to
take rest.
watching, that everything is being done that can
be done, that it is her “‘duty to take a respite;’’
| but you might as well speak to the deaf, for she
| is his mother, and her mother-love will not let
her be content with less than her own personal
ministry to her boy. But does she think ' then
of doing merely her duty to him? Is she measur-
ing her conduct by any dard of de?
Nothing of the kind! She has risen above all
standards and all duty. She does just what her
love impels her, and all she does is so little able
to content her, that she is only sorry she can do
no more. Now, it will be the same with us and
the service of God, if we only attain to love of
him for what he is to us, and for what he has

Christ, restored fourfold for what he had unjust- |
said, "I should wish to die preaching repentance; |

he who repents every |
very day will, when he comes |

You may tell her that others are |

done for us in Christ. It will lift us above legals
ism, and make the mere doing of duty seem but
meagre and unprofitable, It will keep us from
murmuring, and preserve us from self-complac-
eny; for duty can be satisfied with its doings,
but love can never do enough,  “Thank God,”
said one in dying, 1 have done my duty.”
“Alas!" says the expiring Christian, after all he
has done, I am an unprofitable servant,”
There is the difference between the two,  Let us,
then, get to this love of God in Christ, and the
exactions of the Christian 1if 2 will not anpal us,
i while the meeting of them will not puff us up:
' for we shall have the courage to go forward to
i them, and the humility not to be complacent
over them, W. M. Tavior, D. D.

Of the contritutions to Christian missions in
1899 Great Britian gave $7,000,0000 America,
including the British colonies, gave $5,500,000;
and the rest of the world gave $2,000,000. If
what the British colonies gave were added to
that given by British Empire furnished con-
siderably more support to missions than all the
rest of the world,

The Lord's Day.

A tradeeman was «enit for one Sunday to the
Prince of Wales, afterwards George I1V., as his
. Royal dlighness was leaving town early the next
i worning,  That tradesman was one who feared
Cod more than man. At the risk of offending
, the Prince and losing  his valualle custom, he
declined to attend on the Lord's day, but took
| wvare tole at the palace early on Monday morning.
P o1 sent for you yesterday,” said the Prince.
P C“Why did you not come?”  ““Your Royal High-
i ness, ' was the answer, “'the King wanted me."’
|
i
|
I

i *“The King! 1 thought my father never sent for
! tradesnicu on Sunday.”’  *‘Please, your Royal
¢ Highness, I do not mean the King your father,
. but the King of Kings,"

i
] e i e
i
. ' Have fuith in God, and have it handy; that is
i the point.  Faith is like a shield. Do not let it
{ hang up in the armory. Take it, strap it on
. your arui, and, instead of running away, up with
your shield. According tothe Scriptures, faith is
a Lreastplate.  What does the Word say we are
to do with it?  ““Putting on the breastplate of
faith and love.”"  Shall we call faith an anchor?
Well you know the story of the Dutchman’s
 anchor, which was no good to him, for he kept
| itat home. That is what some people do with
i their faith,  Oh, teke it out to sea with you,

Religious News.

The plans for special work
First Harvev, have been providentially
| broken up by sickness in my
| family. The confiderce, sympathy and good
| will of m: people who practically and _feelingly
set forth ina very kinl address, setting forth
their ahility to weep for others’ woes esp:cially
when it was their pastor. The addre s was attend-
" ed with a purse of $70. This being in addition
to salary became at once a silver lining to the
dark clond. Such expressions are appreciated,
not only for the cash but as well for the sym-
pathies, and prove valuable an an inspiration for
our soldiers to become better soldiers of Jesus
Christ. May the donors realize fully the force
of Seripture which says, ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive,”” and may their souls be
fed and strengthened both for servic and enjoy-
| ment in such Christlike ministration- with which
| they have abounded toward us during our so-
journ in their midst.. "'We desire hereby to
publicly express our heartfelt appreciation of the
[ sympathy and kindness so graciously ex
Rev. T. Bisnor.

The power of God is still be-
‘'ABERNACLE, ing manifested among the
ST. JouN. Eople of the Tabernacle
: ptist Church.
Pastor Stackhouse baptized a happy tat
the close of the evening service April 29th.
Others are to follow in the same way soon.




