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Green Ridge, Man.

TtfE CARE OF SPARE COMBS.

By Joseph Gray

A friend in Canada writes as follows :— 
"Can you tell me how to store combs 
away so as to be free from mice and 

I moths until wanted again next season! 
In spring I am very busy, and have 
always some lose through mice and 
moths."

In a hot climate like that of California, 
moths and mice are foes to be reckoned 
with. In the working season I have seen 
combs ruined in about three weeks so 
that now I give all extra combs, if pos
sible, into the care oi the bees. In the 
busy world of to-day, the merchant doea 
not stop to untie his parcel in order to 
save the string, his time being more val
uable than string. But a good, well- 

I built comb presents a different argument ; 
the comb is worth 25 cents. Thus a 
super of nine standard combs represents 
$2.25 in value, and one hundred ruch 
supers a net value of $225.00, and, .on- 
sequently, time spent in the preservation 

I of your combs is so much saved of a val- 
| uable asset in apiculture.

The rapidity with which the la-ger 
moth—Galleria mellonella—works, 'eaves 
us no idle moments until our combs aie 
safely stored away. The metamorphosis 
of the wax moth is “complete," the in
sect passing through the various stages 
of development, as egg, larva, pupa and 
imago. The eggs take about ten days to 
hatch, and the larvae are thirty days feed
ing. They then enter the chrysalis stage, " 
lasting a fortnight, at the expiration of 
which the perfect imago, or adult, issues 
forth a grey br< wn mvth, ready to repeat 
the cycle of life.

The simplest and most inexpensive way 
of caring for our combs is to build a low 
platform, six inches high, on one s'ds of 
our work or store room, as wide as the 
Ic-igth of the supers, twenty inches. All 
combs should be sorted, those with oollen 
and those without. The latter are usually 
the newest and cleanest combs, and are 
stored away first, nine combs to a super. 
The supers, as they t-re placed on the 
platform, are treated in the following 
manner :—Take an oil can, shortening the 
stem to make an easy flow for the liquid, 
and fill the can with bi-sulphide of carbon. 
If your supers are fitted with tin rabbets, 
fill up the space formed by the latter with 
carbon bisulphide from the can. If your 
rabbets are short, it will be necessary to 
stop up the corners. When ordering new 
supers, get the rabbets a quarter of an 
inch longer than usual, so that they fit 
snug to the corners. Should your super, 
however, possess no recess under ‘he 
frame, take a piece of cotton batting, and 
place it between the frames, and on it, 
pour your carbon. A strong sheet of 
brown paper, 15 by 20 inches, completes 
the work. Tier up your supers to (he de
sired height, and on the top one above 
the paper place an excluder zinc. Your 
combs are now well protected against 
mice or moth, and at very little expe.ise. 
After the pollenless combs cor e the pollen 
combs, -so that they get used first in 
spring, for combs containing pollen form 
a favourite breeding place for wax moth,


